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Abstract   of    Proceedings 
for  the  year  1871-'72, 

OF 

THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY, 


SPECIAL    ASSEMBLY, 

December  7th,  1871. 

SPECIAL  ASSEMBLY  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
OP  Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders  op 
f^pfc  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  was  held  in  Hud- 
son, Mass.,  on  Thursday  evening,  December  7th,  1871,  at 
seven  and  one  half  o'clock. 

Grand  Officers  Present 

R.  E.  Sir  Nicholas  Van  Slyck     .    .    .  Grand  Commander. 

V.  E.  Sir  Charles  A.  Stott      ....  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

E.  Sir  Horace  Dante ls Grand  Generalissimo. 

E.  Sir  Henry  Chickering Grand  Captain  General. 

E.  Sir  Rev.  George  8.  Noyes    ....  Grand  Prelate. 

E.  Sir  Sullivan  C.  Sumner  acting     .    .  Grand  Treasurer. 

E.  Sir  Alfred  F.  Chapman       ....  Grand  Recorder. 

E.  Sir  George  W.  Ray Grand  Warder. 

E.  Sir  George  E.  Stacey       Grand  Captain  of  the  Guards. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  formed  in  due  array,  and 
the  Grand  Asylum  was  opened  in  form,  in  the  vestry  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  where  the  services  of  constituting  the 
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new  Commandery,  and  installing  its  oflScers  were  perform- 
ed in  the  presence  of  the  Sir  Knights  assembled  and  their 
ladies. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  announced  that  this  spe- 
cial assembly  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  constituting 
Trinity  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars,  and  installing 
its  officers. 

The  oflScial  entrance  of  the  Grand  Officers  was  proclaim- 
ed by  the  Grand  Warder,  and  they  were  received  by  the 
Sir  Knights  of  the  new  Commandery,  who  had  formed  their 
lines  in  due  array,  with  all  the  honors  due  on  the  occasion. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  at  once  took  command, 
and  proceeded  to  form  and  open  Trinity  Commandery  of 
Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders  in  due  and 
ancient  form ;  and  proclamation  was  made  thereof  by  the 
E.  Grand  Warder. 

The  official  obligation  was  administered,  and  the  R.  E. 
Grand  Commander,  assisted  by  the  V.  E.  Deputy  Grand 
Commander  and  the  E.  Grand  Prelate  proceeded  to  install 

Sir  Nathan  8.  Chamberlain     ....    Eminent  Commander, 
Sir  William  E.  C.  Worcester       .    .    .    Generalissimo, 
Sir  Willard  Houghton Captain  General, 

together  with  the  other  officers  into  their  respective  offices. 

The  usual  proclamation  was  made  by  the  E.  Grand  War- 
der, Sir  George  W.  Ray,  after  which  the  R.  E.  Grand  Com- 
mander delivered  the  following  official 

CHARGE. 

Sir  Knights  of  Trinity  Commandery  : 

My  immediate  predecessor  having  on  the  eighth  day  of  April, 
A.  D.  1871,  granted  you  a  dispensation,  and  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery having  been  satisfied  with  your  entire  proceedings 
under  that  dispensation,  at  its  last  annual  assembly  granted  the 
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charter  which  has  now  been  delivered  to  you  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  rules  of  our  order. 

You  now  add  another  link  to  the  golden  chain  of  command- 
eries  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  a  link  yet  shining  with  its 
new  and  unworn  metal,  but  at  the  same  time  giving  evidence 
that  it  is  both  pure  and  strong. 

Of  what  a  glorious  chain  do  you  now  form  an  integral  part  ? 
how  well  have  its  other  parts  withstood  the  destroying  hand  of 
time?  indeed,  it  has  but  lost  its  glitter  to  showthe  sterling 
worth  of  its  material  and  has  thus  become  the  more  loved  and 
prized  by  all  well  wishers  of  our  order.  Who  would  wrench 
one  link  from  its  honored  place  ?  who  destroy  its  beautiful  sym- 
metry ?  what  a  glorious  circlet  is  it  to  adorn  the  neck  of  An- 
cient, Free  and  Accepted  Masonry,  to  which  we  all  owe  fealty, 
and  upon  which  is  founded  the  noble  orders  you  are  now 
authorized  to  confer. 

You,  Sir  Knights,  have  taken  upon  yourselves,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  Grand  Commandery,  to  look  after  the  interests 
of  Templar  Masonry  in  this  part  of  our  jurisdiction,  and  in  so 
doing  you  have  taken  upon  yourselves  no  slight  duty,  for  upon 
you  rests  the  responsibility  and  you  will  be  held  to  that  respon- 
sibility, of  forming  whatever  name  of  honor  or  otherwise  our 
institutions  shall  bear  within  the  limits  of  your  jurisdiction. 
You,  and  you  alone,  will  be  held  responsible  for  its  exerting 
that  influence  that  "  an  institution  founded  upon  the  Christian 
religion  and  the  practice  of  the  Christian  virtues''  should 
spread  throughout  this  fair  region. 

Here  should  be  taught  the  "  duties  of  charity  and  hospital- 
ity ;"  here  virtue  should  ever  find  its  protection  and  reward ; 
here  virtue  should  be  practiced  for  virtue's  sake ;  here  justice 
should  ever  be  dispensed  without  regard  to  person  or  sta- 
tion ;  here  merit  should  be  the  only  question  as  to  a  brother's 
advancement ;  here  truth,  the  greatest  above  all  things  else  in 
power,  should  always  be  recognized  and  taught ;  here  it  should 
always  be  urged  as  the  grand  result  to  be  attained ;  here  benev- 
olence, that  grand  alleviator  of  the  hardships  of  life,  should  have 
its  principles  ever  diffused  and  such  benevolence  should  teach 
every  Sir  Knight  to  be  ever  ready  to  distribute  alms  to  poor 
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and  weary  pilgrims  travelling  through  this  vale  of  tears  ;  here 
should  be  deeply  impressed  upon  every  Knight  the  lesson  that 
suffering  and  want  whether  near  or  afar  should  ever  demand 
at  his  hands  alleviation  and  relief ;  here  the  hungry  should  be 
made  full  and  the  naked  ever  clothed,  whilst  the  suffering 
wounds  of  the  afflicted  should  be  "  bound  up  "  by  the  kindly 
hand  of  brotherly  relief  and  friendship.  And  Eminent  Com- 
mander, you  by  your  recent  vows  have  taken  upon  yourself  the 
obligation  to  do  and  enforce  upon  your  brethren  all  these  duties, 
and  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  you  will  faithfully  perft)rm 
all  the  obligations  imposed  upon  you  by  your  sacred  vows. 

The  existence  of  a  Oommaudery  of  Knights  Templars  in  any 
community,  whether  that  community  be  a  village  with  its  sim- 
plicity, or  a  city  with  its  luxury  and  wealth,  can  be  but  a  bene- 
fit to  such  community,  for  it  is  the  practice  of  those  precepts 
which  are  taught  in  our  asylums  that  elevate  and  advance  our 
race  by  alleviating  the  asperities  of  life,  breaking  down  the 
barriers  of  prejudice,  and  in  place  of  bigotry  and  intolerance, 
creating  in  us  a  belief  that  good  may  be  in  all  and  not  con- 
fined to  ourselves,  and  that  truth  is  not  only  to  be  found  in 
our  own  belief. 

Who  can  estimate  the  influence  for  good  upon  our  people  of 
that  spirit  of  toleration,  not  alone  religious  but  political  and  to 
some  extent  social,  which  every  Templar  mason,  and  indeed 
every  mason  has  had  instilled  into  his  mind  from  the  time  he 
first  entered  a  lodge  room  until  he  received  his  last  degree  in 
Masonry,  or  until  he  was  created  and  dubbed  a  Knight  of  the 
last  of  our  orders.  I  say  upon  our  people,  for  each  and  every 
one  of  us  become,  so  to  speak,  missionaries  practicing  and  teach- 
ing the  profane  by  that  practice,  the  beauty  of  faith  in  our 
fellow  man,  the  lesson  of  conceding  honesty  to  another  when 
holding  or  expressing  opinions  very  opposite  to  our  own. 

This  toleration  is  the  very  foundation  of  our  American  insti- 
tutions and  more  especially  distinguishes  them  from  those  of 
other  countries  and  of  other  times,  and  is  supposed  to  have  had, 
if  not  its  birth,  its  growth  in  the  strong  soil  of  American  Lib- 
erty. But  we  as  masons  know  that  this  same  lesson  has  been 
ever  taught  upon  the  floor  of  our  lodges,  and  that  it  is  a  cardi- 
nal point  in  the  practices  of  Knight  Templarism  in  the  United 
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States,  for  we  ask  no  novitiate  to  what  particular  faith  he 
adheres  or  to  what  sect  he  belongs,  nor  to  what  church  or  relig- 
ious society  he  is  attached,  nor  whether  he  believes  in  predesti- 
nation or  election,  in  immersion  or  other  baptism,  but  simply 
require  a  belief  in  Christ  and  him  crucified,  that  Christ  offered 
himself  to  and  suffered  death  as  a  propitiation  for  the  sins  of 
he  world ;  we  do  require  that  he  must  believe  in  the  crucifix- 
ion, the  resurrection  and  the  ascension  of  our  Lord  and  Sa- 
viour. 

The  cross,  the  chief  of  our  emblems,  is  a  symbol  of  that  death, 
and  teaches  the  lessons  to  be  derived  from  the  spotless  and 
divine  teachings  of  that  Saviour.  It  tells  us  of  the  great  sacri- 
fice that  ended  at  Calvary,  with  its  crown  of  thorns,  its  vinegar 
mingled  with  gall  to  drink,  its  nails  piercing  the  flesh,  and  the 
spear  thrust  into  his  side  by  the  Roman  soldier,  and  most  of  all 
reminds  us  of  those  grand  and  godlike  Avords,  "  Father  forgive 
them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do." 

This  cross  is  inscribed  upon  our  banners  and  is  always  borne 
by  Templars  not  only  as  a  memorial  of  the  past  but  as  a  sign 
that  by  its  power  all  things  shall  be  overcome  to  the  good  of 
his  kingdom,    "/w  hoc  signo  vinces"  By  this  sign  we  conquer. 

But,  my  brethren,  we  are  no  propagandists,  we  do  not  seek  to 
proselyte ;  all  that  come  within  our  walls  must  ask  for  admis- 
sion. True,  we  do  not  seek  for  our  soldiers,  but  when  one  asks 
to  enlist  under  our  banners,  if  he  is  found  worthy  we  gladly 
welcome  him  into  our  midst,  giving  him  a  hearty  welcome  into 
the  bosom  of  our  society. 

Let  me  with  gi'eat  earnestness  impress  upon  your  minds  this 
last  grand  characteristic  of  masonry,  even  of  Templar  masonry. 
Let  it  not  be  said  by  any,  "I  have  been  iirequently  urged  to 
join  the  masons,''  or  "  to  join  the  Templars."  Every  one  that 
can  with  truth  say  this,  has  it  in  his  power  to  degi'ade  us,  and 
by  the  saying,  he  tells  every  one  true  to  his  masonic  vows  that 
traitors  are  in  our  midst. 

None  need  fear  that  there  will  not  be  a  sufficient  increase  in 
our.  membership,  indeed,  many  good  men  fear  that  we  are  in 
more  danger  from  our  great  and  rapid  increase  than  we  are 
from  any  external  cause.  Times  have  changed  from  those  days 
when  to  be  a  mason  was  to  be  au  object  of  scorn  and  hatred, 
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now  even  our  worst  enemies  cannot  scorn  or  despise  us,  they 
can  only  hate,  and  there  are  but  few  that  hate.  Instead  of  find- 
ing now  and  then  one  knocking  at  our  doors  for  admission,  it 
is  a  multitude  that  is  seeking  entrance.  My  brethren,  remem- 
ber that  all  cannot  enter,  that  much  of  the  value  of  our  orders 
depend  upon  their  exclusiveness,  that  you  commit  a  great 
wrong  not  only  to  your  own  commandery  but  to  the  whole 
order  when  you  admit  a  bad  man  into  our  Temple,  you  dese- 
crate it. 

Our  order  is  growing  with  great  rapidity,  you  make  the 
thirty-second  chartered  commandery  within  our  dominion  and 
two  more  under  dispensation  will  undoubtedly  soon  be  added 
to  that  number.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  others  will  soon  be 
asking  for  an  independent  organization  for  their  particular 
localities,  and  should  such  application  be  made  to  us  we  do  not 
well  see  how  some  of  them  could  be  well  refused,  still  we  do 
not  desire  to  be  understood  as  advocating  any  considerable 
increase  even  in  commanderies,  believing  that  the  cause  which 
we  all  love  will  be  best  maintained  by  a  not  too  rapid  growth, 
and  by  an  increase  that  convicts  by  the  character  and  ability  of 
those  that  are  added  rather  than  by  the  number  of  individuals; 
cultivate  the  virtues  and  thus  make  yourselves  strong,  being 
assured  that  such  strength  is  not  ephemeral,  that  the  winds  and 
the  floods  of  envy,  hatred  and  revenge  may  blow  and  beat  upon 
you  but  that  when  the  storm  ceases  you  will  stand  as  before, 
unhurt  and  unbroken,  still  loved,  cherished  and  honored  by 
all  such  as  can  honor  you  with  such  love  and  affection.  Keep 
a  faithful  sentinel  at  your  door,  that  none  pass  through  your 
portals  except  true  and  faithful  soldiers  whose  hands  are  ever 
ready  to  maintain  and  defend  the  sublime  principles  of  our  order. 
Guard  one  another  in  the  every  day  walks  of  life ;  see  that  your 
brother  stumble  not;  if  he  err,  whisper  words  of  good  counsel 
in  his  ear,  and  if  reproof  is  necessary,  reprove  with  that  love 
that  takes  from  reproof  its  bitter  sting. 

And  finally,  my  brothers,  so  conduct  yourselves  out  of  the 
asylum  as  that  this  community  may  remember  with*  gratitude 
the  day  your  commandery  was  founded  and  bless  the  eternal 
Jehovah  for  its  greatness.  "Let  your  light  so  shine  among  misn 
that  they  seeing  your  good  works  may  glorify  our  Father 
which  is  in  Heaveq." 
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At  the  conclueion  of  the  foregoing  charge,  which  was 
listened  to  with  much  interest,  an  anthem  was  finely  ren- 
dered by  a  select  choir. 

Prayer  was  then  offered  by  the  E.  Grand  Prelate,  and 
the  services  were  declared  to  be  closed. 

The  Grand  Officers  then  retired,  and  the  R.  E.  Grand 
Commander  returned  his  thanks  to  the  Grand  Officers  in 
attendance,  and  declared  the  Grand  Comraandery  closed. 

An  invitation  was  extended  by  the  E.  Commander  of 
Trinity  Commandery  to  the  Grand  Officers,  that  they  pro- 
ceed with  the  Sir  Knights  and  their  ladies  to  the  vestry 
of  the  Unitarian  Church,  where  a  most  bountiful  entertain- 
ment was  provided,  and  where  in  due  season  many  encour- 
aging and  pleasant  remarks  were  made  by  several  of  the 
Sir  Knights,  and  finally  the  company  separated,  each  being 
satisfied  that  it  was  a  good  and  pleasant  thing  to  be  a  Tem- 
plar, or  the  friend  of  a  Templar. 

Attest:  ALFRED  F.  CHAPMAN, 

Grand  Recorder. 
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SEMI-ANNUAL    ASSEMBLY, 

May  24,   1872. 

The  Semi- Annual  Assembly  of  the  Grand  Commaiiderv 
of  Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Rhode  Island,  was  held  in  Mason's  Hall,  in 
the  City  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  on  Friday,  May  24th,  A.  D. 
1872. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  formed  in  due  array,  and 
the  Grand  Asylum  was  opened  at  one  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Grand  Officers  Present, 

R.  E.  Sir  Nicholas  Van  Slyck      .    .    .  Grand  Comnmntler. 

V.  E.  Sir  Charles  A.  Stott Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

E.  Sir  HoiiACE  Daniels Grand  Generalissimo. 

E.  Sir  George  S.  Noyes Grand  Prelate. 

E.  Sir  Tracy  P.  Cheevkk Grand  Senior  Warden. 

E.  Sir  John  Dean Grand  Junior  Warden. 

E.  Sir  William  Parkm an Grand  Treasuier. 

E.  Sir  Alfred  F.  Chapman Grand  Recorder. 

E.  Sir  Stafford  W.  Razee Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

E.  Sir  William  Sutton Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

E.  Sir  Geor(jk  W.  Ray Grand  Warder. 

E.  Sir  Geor<4K  E.  Stacy (Tiand  Captain  of  the  (Guards. 

E.  Sir  Edward  \i,  Frkeman    \ 

E.  Sir  E.  Dana  Bancroft        j-       ...  Grand  Lecturers. 

E.  Sir  Chares  M.  Avery         ) 

Sir  Frederic  A.  Pierce,  acting      .     .     .  (^rand  Sentinel. 

FERMANKNT   MEMBERS,  BKING    FAST   (JRAND   OFFICERS. 

Sir  William  S.  Gardner,  Sir  William  W.  Baker, 

Sir  William  Ellison,  Sir  Benjamin  Dean, 

Sir  Ch.xrles  H.  Trrrs,  Sir  Thomas  A.  Doyle. 
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PERMANENT  MEMBER8, 

Being  PaM  Commanders  of  Subordinate  CommafiderieSy  not  elMwJiere  repre- 
sented. 
Sir  John  Shepley,  Sir  Charles  R.  Dennis, 

Sir  Wyzeman  Marhhall,  Sir  Nelson  W.  Aldrich, 

Sir  Edwin  J.  Nioiitinoale,  Sir  George  H.  Marden. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  E.  Grartd  Prelate,  Sir  Rev. 
George  S.  Noyes. 

Oil  motion  it  was 

Vofed^  That  as  the  Records  had  been  printed  and  distrihuted,  tlic  road- 
ing  of  them  be  dispensed  with. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  then  delivered  the  follow- 
ing 

ADDRESS. 

Sir  Knights  of  the  Grand  Coinmandery  : 

We  are  again  permitted  to  meet  in  semi-annual  assembly  to 
consider  of  our  doings  and  necessities,  but  more  especially  to 
exemplify  the  work  of  the  several  orders  of  our  institution. 

The  Grand  Commanderv  havinsr  so  recently  established  a 
Ritual  for  our  jurisdiction,  and  Grand  Lecturers  of  this  grand 
body  liaving  been  ap])ointed,  it  was  deemed  best  to  vary  the 
usual  mode  of  exemplification  by  means  of  subordinate  com- 
manderies  and  to  require  the  Grand  Lecturers  with  such  assist- 
ance as  they  might  deem  necessary,  to  perform  that  duty,  and 
thev  were  therefore  so  directed.  The  Ritual  as  established  has 
been  put  in  their  hands,  so  that  each  one  is  now  prepared  to 
communicate  that  work  and  that  work  onlv  which  has  been 
established. 

Your  Grand  Commander  would  have  been  pleased  to  direct 
the  Grand  Lecturers  to  visit  the  several  subordinate  command- 
eries  requiring  them  to  teacli  their  officers  the  work  and  drill, 
so  that  that  uniformity  that  has  so  long  and  so  much  been 
desired  might  be  attained,  but  the  expense  attendant  upon 
such  a  course  if  such  visitations  were  to  be  in  addition  to  the 
other  necessary  visitations  required  by  our  constitution,  seemed 
too  large,  considering  the  present  income  of  the  grand  body, 
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for  me  to  take  upon  myself  the  responsibility  to  order  it.  T«» 
do  it  by  assigning  to  the  (Irand  Lecturers  the  duty  required  by 
Section  Eighth  of  our  Grand  Constitution^  we  felt  to  be  beyond 
our  power.  The  result  is  that  we  declined  to  make  any  order 
in  reference  thereto,  but  in  order  to  obt^iin  some  of  the  benefits 
to  be  derived  from  Grand  Lecturers,  required  tliem  to  exem- 
plify the  work  at  this  semi-annual  assembly. 

Wo  recommend  that  Section  Eighth  of  the  Grand  Constitu- 
tion be  so  amended  as  to  leave  it  optional  with  the  Grand  Com- 
mander to  designate  either  a  member  of  his  council  or  one  of 
tlie  Grand  Lecturers  to  visit  and  examine  any  subordinate 
commandery. 

It  18  more  important  that  this  should  be  done  by  reason  of 
the  great  growth  of  the  number  of  commanderies  —  a  growth 
that  has  by  no  means  ceased  —  indeed,  soon  it  will  be  a  great 
tax  upon  the  members  of  tlie  council  to  require  them  to  make 
all  visitations. 

COSTUME   OR   REGALIA. 

f  received  April  22d,  A.  D.  1872,  from  the  most  Kminent 
Grand  Master  of  Templars  the  following  order: 

[Ordeu  No.  3. J 

(tkand  Enc-\mp.ment  of  Knights  Templar  for  the  United  States 

OF  America. 

Sir  J.  Q.  A.  Fellows,  M.  E.  (tKANi)  Master  : 

To  all  (he  Orand  Commanden  of  our  State  Orand  Commanderies,  ami  the 
Commanders  of  Commanderies  holditiff  their  Charters  immediately  f ram  our 
Orand  Encampment— GREETING  : 

Wherea»^  The  lir^t  clause  of  paragraph  one  of  Section  5  of  Article  I,  of 
Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  in  defining  the  duties  of  the 
(irand  Master,  expressly  provides  that,  *'as  a  part  thereof,  he  shall  have 
a  watchful  supervision  over  all  the  Commanderies,  State  and  Su))ordi- 
nate,  in  the  United  States,  and  see  that  all  the  constitutional  enactments, 
rules,  and  edicts  of  the  Grand  Encampment  are  duly  and  pr(»perly  observ- 
ed, and  that  the  dress,  work,  and  discipline  of  Templar  Masonry  every- 
where are  uniform.'* 

And  Whereas^  At  this  time,  under  the  foregoing  provison  of  the  Consti- 
tution, the  Grand  Master  has  occasion  only  to  call  the  attention  of  all 
Commanderies,  whether  Grand  or  Subordinate,  to  the  edicts  of  the  Grand 
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Encampment  upon  the  subject  of  dress,  enacted  in  1862,  and  to  urge  a 
greater  uniformity. 

To  this  end,  therefore,  he  has  caused  to  be  re-published  the  Edict  of 
THE  Grand  Encampment  of  1862  (pp.  45  to  50  of  the  proceedings  of 
that  Session),  as  hereto  appended,  and  to  order  a  strict  compliance  there- 
with. That  edict  is  absolute  in  its  character,  and  supersedes  and  repeals 
all  former  enactments,  rules,  and  edicts  upon  the  subject.  The  costume 
it  prescribes  is,  as  reported  by  the  committee,  neat,  durable,  economical, 
and  distinctive  in  character,  and  no  excuse  can  be  considered  satisfactory 
Mrhy  the  same  should  not  have  long  since  become  universal. 

In  addition  to  the  failure  to  adopt,  a  worse  evil  has,  however,  begun  to 
prevail — that  of  innovation  and  change — and  to  this  tendency  this  order 
is  more  particularly  directed.  Simply  to  illustrate  the  character  of  the 
departure  from  a  strict  uniformity,  the  coat  may  be  instanced.  The  only 
description  in  the  edict  is,  "  black  frock  coat."  This  can  mean  nothing 
else  than  the  frock  coat  of  society,  cut  in  the  usual  style,  of  the  ordinary 
length,  with  such  buttoni}  as  are  usually  worn,  and  those  placed  in  the 
ordinary  manner;  in  other  words,  a  *'  black  frock  coat"  is  one  that  can  be 
worn  on  any  occasion,  and  wherever  a  black  frock  coat  may  be  worn, 
and  which  may  not  cause  any  distinctive  observation  or  remark  whatever. 

These  remarks  may  be  applied  to  every  other  article  of  dress,  costume, 
or  uniform,  or  whatsoever  may  be  included  in  the  edict  hereto  appended. 

There  are  to  be  added  to  the  articles  specified,  under  the  heads  "  Full 
Dress"  and  *'  Fatigue  Dress,"  those  trimmings,  &c.,  which  are  described 
in  the  edict,  and  as  there  described,  and  absolutely  no  other.  A  strict 
observance  of  these  directions  is  necessary  to  uniformity,  and  to  prevent 
that  tendency  to  extravagance  of  dress  which  is  hardly  consistent  with 
tlie  vows  of  a  Templar. 

We  trust,  therefore,  that  each  Commander  to  whom  this  shall  come 
will  comply  with  the  teims  of  this  order,  and  enforce  a  strict  uniformity, 
and  see  that  his  command  is  fully  and  properly  uniformed. 


—  '-^  Done  at  Neio  Orkatui^  Loiiitnanaj  this  'dOth  duyof  De- 

(              )  ctf/nbeVy  A.  D.  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Seven- 

]  ^-  ^-   f  tynme. 

^  v^-.,.^  ^  By  the  grand  MASTER. 

Attest  my  hand,  and  the  Seal  of  our  Grand  Encamp, 
mentj  at  Iowa  Oity,  Iowa,  December  30<A,  A.  0.  753. 

T.  S.  PARVi:?f, 

Grand  Recorder. 

Appended   to  this  order  was   tlie  edict  of  1862,  describing 
Templar  regalia,  &c. 


ri^ 
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You  will  see  that  by  the  terms  of  the  order  no  »/»ir  obligation 
is  laid  nj)on  yonr  Grand  Commander,  and  he  has,  therefore, 
taken  no  action  thereunder. 

We  however  deem  it  our  dntv  to  read  the  same  to  vou  and 
to  ask  you  to  give  it  such  consideration  as  the  relations  of  the 
(J rand  Comraanderv  of  Massachusi^tts  and  Rhod*}  Island  to 
tlie  (irand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  of  America 
require.  We  should  do  everything  that  caw  well  be  done  to 
keep  in  harmony  with,  and  I  may  aild,  in  oliedienee  to  its 
proper  re(iuirements.  To  refuse  this,  is  to  strike  at  the  princi- 
ple that  sustains  masonry  in  all  its  stages — that  binds  it 
together,  that  makes  it  the  beautiful  and  symmetrical  institu- 
tion it  is.  If  among  the  last  to  yield  full  re(»ognition  to  the 
T'nitod  States  Grand  Encampment,  yet  will  we  be  among  the 
first  in  the  faithful  performance  of  every  duty  required  by  our 
allegiance. 

It  has  not  iK'en  considered  as  a  violation  of  our  dutv  not  to 
recjuire  and  thiTefore  it  has  been  determined  not  to  re(|uire  any 
commandery  to  change  its  established  costume  or  regalia,  still 
would  it  not  be  well  to  require  all  commandories  hereafter 
chartered  to  provide  themselves  with  costumes  or  regalia,  ban- 
ners, &c.,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Grand 
Encampment.  This  can  be  done  without  the  objections  hav- 
ing any  application  that  are  made  to  a  requirement  extending 
the  rule  to  existing  bodies. 

We  deem  it  our  duty  to  recommend  the  adoi)tion  of  a  rule 
or  edict  to  the  above  oflFect. 

JEWELS. 

The  subject  of  new  jewels  for  the  grand  officers  has  iVequent- 
ly  been  brought  to  our  attention  as  well  before  as  since  the 
last  annual  election.  Those  that  are  now  used  need  no  descrip- 
tion, as  you  now  see  them  appended  to  the  breasts  of  the  grand 
officers,  and  you  will  also  see,  by  comparing  them  with  those 
of  tho  officers  of  subordinate  commanderies,  tliat  such  compari- 
son is  not  favorable  to  the  grand  commandery  jewels.  It  would 
seem  that  this  grand  bo«]y  deserves  to  have,  and  should  have, 
such  jewels  as  that  invidious  comparisons  cannot  be  made  with 
those  of  subordinate  bodies. 
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I  therefore  recommend  that  the  matter  of  jewels  be  referred 
to  a  committee,  with  directions  to  report  at  our  annual  assem- 
bly, designs  for  new  jewels  as  well  as  the^cost  of  procuring 
them. 

On  the  evening  of  the  thirty-first  of  October,  A.  D.  1871,  E. 
Sir  William  B.  Isaacs  and  James  Scott,  Past  and  Present 
Eminent  Commanders  of  Richmond  Commandery  of  Knights 
Templars,  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  being  found  in  Providence, 
the  Sir  Knights  of  Providence  and  Pawtucket  took  advantage 
of  the  circumsUmce  of  their  presence  to  give  a  banquet  in  their 
honor  at  the  City  Hotel  in  said  city.  Your  Grand  Commander 
was  complimented  by  an  invitation  to  be  present  and  preside 
during  the  entertainment,  which  invitation  was  very  gladly 
accepted.  It  was  an  occasion  that  afforded  all  present  great 
pleasure,  but  more  especially  those  who  were  pilgrims  to  our 
sister  city  A.  I).  1859.  Old  scenes  were  revisited ;  old  recol- 
lections revived;  old  customs  practiced;  words  of  love  and 
affection  again  spoken,  and  at  the  end  a  God-speed  was  earn- 
estly given.  Thus  when  our  honored  brethren  departed  from 
us  they  left  with  each  an  earnest  desire  for  an  early  renewal 
of  just  such  an  occasion. 

On  Monday,  December  4th,  A.  D.  18T1,  accompanied  by  our 
(irand  Generalissimo,  Horace  Daniels,  and  our  Grand  Sword 
Bearer,  S.  W.  Razee,  and  Sir  Knights  James  II.  i^rmington, 
John  P.  Luther,  Clinton  D.  Sellew,  and  Henry  C.  Field,  of 
Calvary  Commandery,  I  was  present  and  presided  at  the  annual 
election  of  the  officers  of  St.  John's  Commandery,  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  and  assisted  by  said  Sir  Knights,  installed  the  offi- 
cers elect,  except  the  Prelate,  who  not  being  present,  tlie  Emi- 
nent Commander  was  directed  to  install  at  any  regular  meeting 
of  tliat  body.     The  march  of  St.  John's  is  still  onward. 

On  the  next  evening,  December  5th,  accompanied  by  the 
E.  Grand  Generalissimo,  Horace  Daniels,  and  the  E.  (rrand 
Sword  Bearer,  Stafford  W.  Razee,  E.  Sir  Knight  Edwix  J. 
Nightingale,  Past  Commander  of  Calvary  Commandery,  and 
Sir  Knights  Arnold,  Burnham,  and  Hutchinson,  of  St.  John's 
Commandery,   by  invitation  of  E.  Sir  Niclsox  W.  Aldrich, 
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Commander,  I  presided  at  the  election  of  the  officers  of  Calvary 
Commandery,  and  after  the  election  assisted  by  the  aforenamed 
companions,  I  installed  the  officers  elect 

At  this  election,  your  Grand  Commander  was  elected  Com- 
mander of  Calvary  Commandery,  but  deeming  the  duties  of  the 
two  offices  incompatible,  said  election  was  declined,  and  the 
Commandery  ordered  to  proceed  with  its  election. 

I  did  not  feel  willing  to  run  the  risk  of  putting  myself  in  a 
false  position,  nor  any  position  where  I  should  not  be  entirely 
free  to  act  as  between  the  Commanders  of  different  Command- 
eries  should  any  question  of  precedence  or  otherwise  arise,  and 
again  I  felt,  and  my  experience  since  has  shown  me  right  in 
the  feeling,  that  the  duties  of  my  then  position  of  Grand  Com- 
mander would  require  all  the  time  that  I  could  properly  give 
to  any  masonic  office. 

I  could  therefore  only  be  thankful  for  that,  the  last  of  Jong 
continued  acts  of  kindness  and  confidence  on  the  part  of  the 
commandery  in  which  I  was  knighted  and  from  whose  members 
I  had  always  experienced  the  warmest  love  and  support. 

On  the  seventh  day  of  December  last,  with  the  aid  of  the 
Grand  Officers,  I  constituted  Trinity  Commandery  at  Hudson, 
and  with  the  like  assistance  installed  its  officers.  As  the  pro- 
ceedings on  this  occasion  will  be  reported  by  the  Grand  Re- 
corder and  printed  with  our  ijroceedings,  I  will  add  nothing 
here  beyond  the  remark  that  all  present  felt  that  a  body  had 
been  constituted  that  would  do  honor  to  our  fraternity. 

On  the  twenty-second  day  of  December  last,  1  visited  Bristol 
Commandery  at  Mansfield  and  aided  by  E.  Sir  Knight  GiN- 
NODO  presided  at  the  election  of  and  installed  its  officers.  I 
found  great  interest  manifested  in  the  welfare  of  our  order,  and 
was  received  and  cared  for  with  that  warm  heartedness  that 
(characterizes  the  members  of  Bristol  Commanderv. 

Onu  of  the  happy  incidents  that  has  happened  to  me 
occurred  on  the  twentyr^ixth  of  last  January,  when  by  esjiecial 
invitation  I  nttended  tlie  annual  socii^l  assembly  of  Holy  Sep- 
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ulchre  Commandery  in  Pawtncket.  No  one  was  allowed  to  be 
present  except  "Knights  Templars  with  their  ladies."  With 
mnsic,  banquet,  speeches  and  "  the  bright  eyes  of  fair  ladies," 
the  hours  rolled  quickly  by,  leaving  pleasant  memories  with  all. 

On  the  twenty-first  of  March  last,  I  visited  Winslow  Lewis 
Commandery  at  Salem,  and  witnessed  the  exemplification  of  the 
work  of  the  order  of  the  Red  Cross.  Work  was  well  rendered 
although  it  so  happened  that  many  of  the  ofiices  by  reason  of 
absence  of  the  installed  oflBcers  were  temporarily  filled. 

The  complaint  here  was  as  in  other  places  that  the  officers 
had  been  unable  to  get  the  new  work  and  great  anxiety 
was  expressed  to  get  it. 

I  found  present  our  Eminent  Grand  Standard  Bearer,  who 
upon  my  invitation  remained  with  roe  throughout  the  visitation, 
and  all  that  know  E.  Sir  Knight  Sutton  need  not  be  told  that 
his  presence  added  much  to  the  pleasure  of  the  occasion. 

I  am  able  to  report  the  condition  of  this  commandery  as  satis- 
factorv. 

On  the  twenty-second  day  of  April  last,  I  visited  Milford 
Commandery  and  witnessed  an  exemplification  of  their  work 
upon  the  order  of  the  Temple.  I  found  E.  Sir  Knights  Cham* 
BERLIN,  Commander,  and  Worcester,  Generalissimo  of  Trinity 
Commandery  present,  and  was  honored  by  their  being  of  "my 
suite  "  upon  the  occasion.  The  work  here  was  rendered  as  it 
had  been  heretofore  owing  to  their  inability  to  obtain  the 
authorized  work. 

The  commandery  is  in  splendid  condition  quite  up  to  the 
requirements  of  its  well  established  good  reputation. 

The  unity  and  good  feeling  that  exists  among  the  difierent 
organizations  in  our  jurisdictions  is  something  to  be  admired. 
There  is  no  society  that  excels  ours  in  this  particular.  N"o  one 
of  our  subordinates  can  need  help  or  desire  even  courtesy  but 
that  such  help  is  extended  and  such  courtesy  is  cheerfully 
rendered,  nay,  not  courtesy  rendered,  but  all  that  hearts  filled 
with  love  and  kindness  can  sugg3st  is  poured  out  as  freely  as 
the  air  circulates  for  the  commoi^  weal. 
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These  remarks  are  suggested  in  consequence  of  the  action  of 
Pilgrim  Commandery  of  Lowell  upon  learning  of  the  death  in 
that  city,  of  Sir  Knight  Waterhouse  of  Calvary  Commandery, 
and  that  Calvary  Commandery,  at  the  request  of  his  surviving 
friends,  would  render  its  last  sad  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
deceased  by  attending  his  funeral.  Immediately  Calvary  was 
notified  that  Pilgrim  Commandery  would  join  with  it  in  its 
sad  duty  and  that  while  in  Lowell  the  Sir  Knights  of  Lowell 
would  C(»nsider  themselves  responsible  for  the  comfort  of  the 
Providence  Knights.  And  well  did  they  perform  that  duty. 
They  were  ready  with  full  ranks  to  receive  and  care  for  all  that 
came,  and  the  two  commanderies  in  full  Templar  regalia 
together  joined  in  the  performance  of  the  last  sad  funeral 
rites  of  the  order.  May  the  time  be  far  distant  when  the  cor- 
dial  love  that  joins  the  different  commands  within  our  juris- 
diction in  so  close  an  embrace  be  broken. 

We  would  not  feel  that  we  did  our  whole  duty  should  we  not 
here  also  return  our  grateful  acknowledgements  to  Ancient 
York  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  for  having  with 
so  many  brethren  dropped  the  "  evergreen,  ever-living  sprig  of 
acacia"  into  the  last  resting  place  of  our  departed  brother. 

Certain  Sir  Knights  in  the  vicinity  of  Hyannis  have  prayed 
me  for  a  dispensation  to  form  a  new  commandery  by  the  name 
of  "  Wyzeman  Marshall "  to  be  located  at  Hyannis. .  This  appli- 
cation I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  grant,  nor  indeed  with  so 
many  good  and  true  Knights  asking  for  it,  to  definitely  refuse. 
There  were  some  very  strong  objections  made  to  the  applica- 
tion being  granted,  and  on  the  other  hand,  urgent  appeals  made 
for  granting  it. 

Those  in  favor  of  the  exercise  of  our  prerogative  in  granting 
the  application  urged  that  there  was  no  commandery  nearer  than 
Boston  and  Xew  Bedford  for  all  that  region  of  Massachusetts 
known  as  the  Cape  as  well  as  Nantucket;  that  the  location  was 
central,  and  that  in  their  judgment  there  would  be  material 
enough  to  afford  it  a  healthy  existence.  On  the  other  hand  it 
was  urged  that  there  were  but  four  Chapters  upon  which  it  could 
rely  for  candidates,  one  of  which  was  upon  Nantucket,  that 
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that  Chapter  was  stnall^  doing  little  or  no  work  and  with  no 
probability  of  any  increase,  and  that  the  other  Chapters 
although  something  larger,  were  yet  too  small  to  warrant 
action  as  desired.  It  was  also  urged  that  if  dispensation  were 
to  be  granted  it  ought  not  to  be  granted  to  be  located  in 
Hvannis  but  in  Harwich. 

Findiug  this  diversity  of  opinion  to  exist  among  those  whom 
I  felt  had  better  opportunities  for  judging  than  myself,  I  de- 
clined to  act.  After  this,  however,  at  the  earnest  solicitatioii 
of  E.  Sir  Wyzeman  Marshall,  I  visited  Boston  for  the  purpose 
of  consulting  with  some  of  our  older  and  better  informed  breth- 
ren, and  found  that  it  was  their  almost  universal  opinion  that 
I  had  better  do  as  I  had  heretofore  determined,  to  wic,  refer  the 
matter  to  you  for  your  action  at  this  semi-annual  assembly;  I 
therefore  refer  the  petition  to  you,  recommending  that  the 
same  be  referred  to  a  committee  with  instructions  to  report  at 
this  assembly. 

On  the  20th  of  this  present  month,  however,  a  petition  hav- 
ing been  presented  to  me  in  the  usual  form  for  a  dispensation 
for  a  new  commandery,  to  be  called  Gethsemane  Commandery, 
to  be  located  in  the  town  of  Newton,  Mass.,  and  said  petition 
being  signed  by  several  eminent  knights,  headed  by  the  last  M. 
E.  Past  Grand  Master  of  Templars  in  the  United  States,  and 
there  also  having  been  presented  to  me  the  consent  properly 
authenticated  of  all  the  Commanderies  in  the  city  of  Boston,  I 
granted  the  same,  and  issued  a  dispensation  accordingly,  nor 
did  I  for  a  moment  hesitate  or  doubt  the  propriety  of  such 
action.  Such  eminent  Knights  as  those  whose  names  were 
signed  to  that  petition,  was  a  pufficient  guarantee  of  the  pro- 
priety of  such  action. 

TEMPLAR  MANUAL. 

There  is  no  authorized  Templar  Manual  for  the  jurisdiction 
of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island ;  a  jurisdiction  of  a  size  and 
composed  of  a  kind  of  material  that  it  is  a  matter  of  wonder- 
ment that  there  is  none  for  the  especial  use  of  our  Sir  Knights, 
endorsed  or  approved  by  this  grand  body. 
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There  has  been  adopted  a  system  of  tactics  and  drill,  but  it 
is  only  to  be  found  in  our  printed  proceedings.  We  are  com- 
pelled to  rely  upon  Manuals  adopted  by  other  jurisdictions,  or 
published  by  individuals  upon  their  own  authority  (except  so 
far  as  they  have  been  printed  in  the  form  and  size  of  small 
tracts  by  the  Grand  Recorder)  for  the  ceremonies  of  Installa- 
tion of  the  OflScers  of  the  Grand  and  Subordinate  Command- 
eries ;  the  ceremonies  of  Constituting  new  Commanderies ; 
the  Burial  Service  of  Knights  Templars,  and  the  working  texts 
for  the  several  orders. 

All  these  several  forms  and  ceremonies  should  be  passed 
upon  by  a  competent  committee,  that  each  may  be  adapted  to 
our  wants  and  tastes  and  then  collated  and  printed  as  a 
manual  under  your  direction.  All  should  be  able  easily  to  pro- 
cure it  and  at  a  moderate  expense.  There  can  be  little  doubt 
that  the  sale  of  such  work,  and  at  a  modemte  price,  will  be 
sulSicient  to  defray  its  expense. 

1  therefore  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
which  shall  be  referred  the  subject  of  a  Templar  Manual,  with 
instructions  to  prepare  and  report  at  the  next  annual  assembly 
a  Manual  for  approval  and  adoption. 

On  the  11th  of  the  present  month  my  attention  was  called 
to  the  subject  of  parades,  by  receiving  a  letter  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

Greenfield,  Mass.,  May  9th,  1872. 
To  R  K  Sir  NieMcs  Van  Slyck: 

At  the  regular  assembly  of  Connecticut  Valley  Cominandery,  May  7th, 
it  was  voted^  that  the  Recorder  be  instructed  to  make  petition  to  the  Grand 
Commander,  for  leave  to  come  out  as  an  escort  to  the  Edwin  E.  Day  Post, 
G.  A.  R,,  on  Decoration  day. 

CHARLES  P.  FORBES 

Please  send  answer  to 

Sir  Knight  C.  E.  Severanck,  Acting  Commander, 

Shelburne  Falls,  Mass. 

To  this  application  I  returned  an  answer  as  follows: 
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Ofj'icb  of  Grai^d  Commander, 

Providence,  May  15th,  A.  1).  1872. 
7o  0.  E.  Severance^  Acting  Commander^  Shelbunve  FuUSy  Mass. 

Sir  Knight: — A  communication  dated  May  9th,  A.  D.  1872,  has  been 
received  from  Charles  P.  Forbes,  Recorder,  notifying  me  that  at  a  Regu- 
lar Assembly  of  Connecticut  Valley  Commandery  held  May  7th,  it  was 
wted  "that  the  Recorder  be  instructed  to  make  petition  to  the  Grand  Com- 
mander, for  leave  to  come  out  as  an  escort  to  the  Edwin  E.  Day  Post,  G. 
A.  R.,  on  Decoration  day,"  containing  also  a  request  that  answer  should 
be  sent  to  you. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  action  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery in  reference  to  public  parades,  and  more  especially  to  the  last 
annual  address  of  my  immediate  predecessor.  You  will,  by  so  doing,  see 
that  this  matter  has  been  thoroughly  considered,  and  the  rule  emphati- 
cally settled  that  except  for  ^'masonic  duty,"  or  the  "extension  or  recep- 
tion of  knightly  courtesies  and  hospitality,"  parades  in  regalia  cannot  be 
admitted.  In  no  event  would  we  feel  it  proper  to  permit  a  Command- 
ery to  act  as  an  escort  to  any  person  or  body,  except  such  person  be  a 
mason,  or  such  body  a  masonic  organization. 

We  undertand  that  applications  have  been  heretofore  made,  to  make 
parades  by  other  Commanderies,  not  only  upon  Decoration  day,  but  also 
upon  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  that  in  every  instance  permission  has  been 
denied. 

If  a  departure  from  the  proper  objects  of  our  organization  were  to  be 
permitted  in  your  behalf,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  stop,  short  of  grant- 
ing any  application  that  might  be  made. 

Think  a  moment — suppose  application  should  be  made  for  a  Templar 
escort  to  bury  a  profane,  would  you  hesitate  at  all  for  an  answer  ?  Would 
you  for  a  moment  doubt  the  impropriety  of  granting  it?.  And  yet  the 
deceased  might  be  a  worthy  citizen,  and  deserving  of  all  the  honor  that  a 
grateful  commtmity  could  render  him. 

In  your  case,  the  object  of  the  celebration  is  one  that  appeals  to  the  bet- 
ter feelings  of  all  true  men,  and  all  may  properly  take  part  therein,  be  he 
a  mason  or  be  he  a  profane;  but  masons  must  take  whatever  part  they 
take  in  some  other  character  than  that  of  a  mason. 

I  regret  my  inability  to  gratify  you  and  the  members  of  Connecticut 
Valley  Commandery  in  the  way  you  ask,  but  to  do  so  would  in  my  judg- 
ment be  a  violation  of  my  duty  as  Grand  Commander,  and  would  proper- 
ly subject  me  to  the  adverse  criticisms  of  the  masonic  world. 

You  will  therefore  convey  to  your  Commandery  my  direction,  which 
I  doubt  not  will  be  cheerfully  obeyed,  that  said  Commandery  take  no 
part  in  huch  procession  as  escort  or  otherwise. 

Yours  in  the  bonds  of  Knighthood, 

N.  VAN  8LYCK,  Grand  Commander, 
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On  the  12th  of  this  month  I  received  an  application  from 
Bethany  Commandery  for  a  Dispensation  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit : 

Lawrence,  May  10th,  1872. 

Right  Eminent  Sir:  —  On  the  24th  of  June  last,  DeWitt  Clinton  Com- 
mandery, of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  visited  Bethany  Commandery,  and  were 
received  and  entertained  by  them  on  the  24th  and  25th.  The  Portsmouth 
Sir  Knights  expressed  themselves  highly  pleased  with  their  visit  and  with 
the  knightly  courtesy  with  which  they  were  received  by  us;  they  have 
just  extended  to  us  a  very  pressing  invitation  to  visit  them  on  the  24th  of 
June  prox.  On  the  occasion  of  their  visit  to  us  we  promised  them  we 
would  return  their  visit  this  year.  My  Commandery  are  very  anxious  to 
fulfill  their  promise,  I  therefore  write  to  ask  your  permission  for  Bethany 
('ommandery  to  go  to  Portsmouth,  with  banners  and  regalia,  on  the  24th 
of  June  next,  and  return  on  the  25th.  Hoping  to  receive  an  early  reply 
granting  this  request, 

1  am  very  respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

CALEB  SAUNDERS. 

To  this  I  replied  as  follows: 


Offick  of  the  Graj^d  Commander, 

Providence,  May  15th,  A.  I).  1872. 

Eminent  Sir : — Yours  of  May  lOlh,  1872,  was  duly  received,  and  con- 
tents have  been  duly  considered. 

You  are  aware  that  no  encouragement  l^as  lately  been  given  to  the 
making  of  public  parades;  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  general  feeling  is 
to  curtail  their  number. 

We  should  uot  feel  authorized  to  grant  your  request  were  it  one  for  a 
simple  parade,  but  you  show  to  us  that  first,  it  is  your  object  to  celebrate 
St.  John's  day,  a  purely  masonic  occasion,  and  secondly,  that  it  is  to 
make  a  pilgrimage  to  a  commandery  of  a  sister  jurisdiction.  It  thus  in 
both  aspects  appears  to  us  a  purely  masonic  duty,  and  is  thus  taken  out  of 
that  class  of  parades  that  is  so  strongly  deprecated. 

It  is  believed  that  interchanges  of  visits  between  sister  commanderies 
are  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  order,  nor  is  it  doubted  that  in  the 
hands  of  our  brethren  of  Bethany  Commandery,  our  banners  will  always 
be  borne  aloft  protected  and  secure  from  disgrace. 

We  therefore  authorize  Bethany  Commandery,  with  banners  and  with 
the  Sir  Knights  in  regalia,  to  make  a  pilgrimage  to  DeWitt  Clinton  Com- 
mandery, at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  leaving  Lawrence  so  as  to  be  in  Ports- 
mouth on  the  24th  day  of  June  next,  and  require  said  Commandery  to 
return  the  following  day. 
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Truly  thankful  that  we  can  gront  your  request,  and  wishing  you  per- 
sonally, as  well  as  your  command,  the  success  both  deserve, 

I  am  yours  in  knightly  bonds, 

N.  VAN  SLYCK. 

Grand  Oofnmander. 
To  Caleb  Saunders,  Esq., 

Eminent  Commander  Bethany  Commandery,  Lawrence,  Mass. 

On  the  l?th  ultimo  I  received  the  following  communication 
from  Boston  Commandery: 

Boston  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars  and  Appendant 

Orders. 

Boston,  May  16th,  1872. 

JV'.  Van  Slyck,  Esq,,  B.  E.  Grand  (Jamma?ider,  Providence^  B.  I. 

Dear  Sir: — I  am  directed  by  Sir  Henry  Endicott  to  request  of  you,  in 
behalf  of  Boston  Commandery  Knights  Templars,  permission  to  parade 
in  public,  in  Templar  uniform,  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  St.  John's 
Commandery  Knights  Templars,  No.  4,  of  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  to  Boston, 
from  the  27th  to  SOth  instant  inclusive. 

Your  early  consideration  and  a  favorable  reply  will  oblige. 

Yours  courteously, 

GEO.  S.  EASTMAN,  Becorder. 

I  replied  as  follows : 

Office  ok  the  Grand  Commander, 

Providence,  May  17th,  A.  D.  1872. 

Kuiinent  Sir : — Your  request,  by  your  Recorder,  in  behalf  of  Boston 
Commandery  Knights  Templars,  for  permission  to  parade  in  public  in 
Templar  uniform,  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  St.  John's  Commandery 
Knights  Templars,  No.  4,  of  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  to  Boston,  from  the 
27th  to  SOth  instant  inclusive,  has  this  moment  been  received. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  grant  a  request  for  the  per- 
fonnance  of  a  duty  so  honorable  to  Boston  Commandery,  and  wliich,  I 
doubt  not,  will  be  so  performed  as  will  redound  to  the  good  of  the  cause 
of  Templar  Masonry,  and  more  especially  to  its  credit  in  our  jurisdiction. 

The  Knights  Templars  of  the  city  of  brotherly  love  have  been  exceedT 
in^ly  fprtunate  t}iat  tjiey  arp  to  be  received  within  your  asjiun^. 
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You  will  be  permitted,  with  your  command,  in  Templar  uniform,. to 
parade  in  public  on  the  occasion  refeiTed  to  in  your  request  and  for  the 
time  asked. 

Yours  fraternally, 

N.  VAN  SLYCK, 

Grand  Commander. 
To  E.  Sir  Hbnky  Endicott, 

Commander  Boston  Commanderv. 

I  have  given  the  above  eorrespondeuce  in  full  that  you  may 
see  what  I  have  done  in  reference  to  this  subject,  and  that  see- 
ing the  rule  I  am  governed  by  in  reference  thereto,  you  may 
express  your  dissatisfaction  therewith  should  my  action  be 
deemed  wrong.  Whatever  your  wish  is  upon  this  Jis  well  m 
other  subjects  shall  guide  me  in  all  my  official  action. 

In  November  last,  I  was  informed  that  it  was  desired  by  a 
committee  of  the  City  Council  of  the  city  of  Boston  that  the 
Boston  Commanderies  should  take  part  in  the  reception  of  the 
Grand  Duke  Alexis  in  that  city  and  in  consequence  of  such 
information  I  went  to  Boston  that  I  might  the  better  under- 
stand what  was  desired,  f  found,  however,  that  the  hope  of 
obtaining  either  my  permission  or  the  consent  of  the  command- 
ei'ies  referred  to  had  been  nearly,  if  not  quit^  given  up  prior  to 
my  coming.  That,  how^ever,  there  might  not  be  any  apparent 
possibility  of  such  a  masonic  impropriety,  I  caused  word  to 
the  effect  that  a  parade  would  not  be  permitted,  to  be  com- 
municated to  such  committee. 

I  was  in  this  matter  warmly  aided  and  sustained  by  R.  E. 
Past  Grand  Commander  Dean. 

There  is  no  constitutional  provision  in  reference  to  petitions 
for  the  orders  of  knighthood  and  some  confusion  has  arisen  in 
consequence  of  the  want  of  such  provision.  It  is  not  unknown 
to  you  that  instances  have  occurred  of  a  companion  being 
rejected  in  one  commandery  and  knighted  in  another.  I  am 
also  advised  that  some  commanderies  do  not  require  the  peti- 
tion to  be  signed  by  the  applicant  and  that  it  has  thus  hap- 
pened  that  a  companion    hjis   beer^   gni-nted    permission   tq 
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receive  the  orders  without  knowing  that  his  name  was  before 
the  commandery.  This  is  contrary  to  the  very  first  principle  of 
Free  Masonry  and  as  it  seems  to  us  is  equally  a  violatiou  of  the 
true  law  of  Templar  Masonry.  How  such  a  state  of  things  may 
be  used  to  the  injury  of  the  order  irj  too  plain  to  need  any  enforce- 
ment here.  Every  petition  should  state  residence,  and  age  of 
petitioner,  when  he  was  made  a  master  mason,  and  where  he 
was  exalted,  and  whether  he  has  before  applied  for  the  orders, 
and  should  be  recommended  bv  at  least  one  member  of  the 
commandery  to  which  it  is  preferred  and  finally  signed  by  the 
applicant.  I  ask  your  attention  to  this  subject.  Our  consti- 
tioQ  is  equally  bare  of  any  provision  in  relation  to  demits. 
This  subject  was  called  to  your  attention  by  my  immediate 
predecessor  in  his  last  annual  address,  and  I  therefore  need  do 
no  more  than  to  again  remind  you  of  this  want 

An  engraved  portrait  of  Most  Eminent  Sir  William  Sewall 
Gardner,  having  been  obtained  pursuant  to  your  direction  at 
the  last  annual  assembly,  that  copies  might  be  furnished  to  the 
Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States,  it  was  deemed  a  proper  tribute  to  his  eminent  worth  to 
have  more  copies  procured  so  as  to  have  them  inserted  in  your 
published  proceedings,  and  it  has  been  so  done.  You  will 
doubtless  be  glad  to  have  in  your  possession  a  "  counterfeit  pre- 
sentment "  of  him,  who  has  so  adorned  Templar  Masonry  not 
only  in  Massachusetts  and  Khode  Island,  but  throughout  the 
entire  States. "  So  far  as  such  action  was  an  honor  to  him  it 
was  deserved,  and  so  far  as  it  is  a  pleasure  to  you,  I  am  happy 
that  it  was  in  my  power  to  gratify  you  by  such  action. 

At  the  request  of  the  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary  of  the 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
in  the  ^te  of  Massachusetts,  I  consented  that  additional  copies 
should  be  struck  off,  for  the  use  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  This 
last  action  placed  no  burden  upon  you  as  it  was  done  without 
expense  to  your  grand  body. 

Trinity  Commandery  has  forwarded  to  us  a  copy  of  by-laws 
for   approval.    I   now  lay  thena   before  you  for  your  action 
thereon. 
5 
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In  February  last  I  received  from  our  Grand  Recorder  the 
following  letter : 

Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars  and  Aj»pendant 
Orders  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 


Office  of  the  Grand  Recorder,  95i  Washington  St., 

Boston,  Mass.,  Febniary  7th,  1872. 

R.  E.  Sir  N.  Van  Slyck,  Grand  Commander  : 

A  few  years  ago,  when  the  Masonic  Temple  in  Boston  was  (irgt  opened, 
four  Masonic  bodies  fitted  up  Room  62,  with  six  chairs,  a  table,  mirror, 
marble  shelf,  gas  fixtures,  cnrpet,  and  a  wardrobe  for  each.  I  was  on 
committee  at  the  time,  and  we  claimed  the  room  free  of  rent  on  the 
ground  that  we  paid  enough  for  hall  rent. 

Now,  one  of  the  four,  St.  Paul's  Chapter,  has  secured  a  room  for  it,** 
exclusive  use  in  the  Temple,  hence  its  interest  in  Room  62,  one-quarter, 
is  for  sale,  and  cheap  enough  for  $25. 

I  suggest  that  the  Grand  Commandery  might  be  a  purchaser,  and  thus 
have  a  room  with  conveniences  at  its  command,  and  pay  no  more  rent 
than  it  now  does. 

All  copies  of  Proceedings  on  hand,  together  with  all  we  may  collect, 
can  be  there  stored  under  our  own  care. 

The  wardrobe  will  make  a  good  book  case,  and  will  t>e  useful  in  pro- 
serving  all  printed  matter. 

It  really  seems  to  me  wise  to  have  it,  for  you  are  aware  that  these 
exchanges  increase  and  grow  in  importance  as  they  grow  older  in  years, 
hence  duplicates  are  well  worth  keeping  to  benefit  us  or  some  other 
Masons  and  Knights.  * 

I  am  now  overrun  at  my  office  and  am  wanting  room  for  storage,  and 
this  will  help  at  the  cost  only  of  a  book  case. 

Yours  fraternally, 

ALFRED  P   CHAPMAIS. 

Grand  Recorder. 

I  insert  this  letter  in  full  for  it  well  stiites  the  reasons  that 
led  me  to  direct  the  Grand  Recorder  to  make  the  purchase  and 
to  approve  the  bill  therefor.  I  trnst  this  action  will  be  approved 
hy  you,  as  I  well  understand  that  my  power  for  directing  it 
can  only  be  sustained  by  your  consent, 
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I  have  not  been  called  upon  to  make  any  rulings  or  decis- 
sions  upon  any  law  of  Templar  Masonry  that  is  of  sufficient 
importance  fco  report,  as  none  have  been  submitted  to  me.  The 
paucity  of  such  questions  is  important  evidence  of  the  perfec- 
tion to  which  our  grand  body  has  attained.  The  great  labor 
and  ability  of  its  past  presiding  officers  have  so  reduced  every 
thing  to  a  smoothly  working  system  that  little  remains  to  be 
done  in  this  direction. 

No  question  of  disagreement  or  difficulty  has  been  brought 
to  my  attention.  No  discord  exists  in  our  lines,  but  all  are 
united  to  pei-petuate  as  they  receive,  the  pure  principles  which 
are  the  foundation  and  support  of  the  order. 

Everywhere  has  your  representative  been  cordially  received, 
and  all  Templars  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact  have  vied 
with  each  other  to  extend  to  him  every  knightly  courtesy. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  regret  that  I  have  been  unable  to 
respond  more  frequently  to  the  many^pleasant  calls  that  have 
been  made  upon  me,  but  should  I  have  responded  to  all  it 
would  have  been  to  the  neglect  of  other  duties. 

Thus  ends  the  record  of  such  matters  as  I  deemed  important 
to  lay  before  yon.  I  have  made  no  statement  of  the  finances, 
preferring  for  reasons  that  will  be  more  fully  apparent  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  to  leave  that  subject  until  the  annual  assembly, 
nor  have  I  reported  many  dispensations  that  have  been  given, 
to  elect  officers  to  fill  vacancies,  to  hold  assemblies  for  the 
election  of  officers  at  other  times  than  that  fixed  by  by-laws, 
&c.,  Ac,  because  there  was  nothing  involved  in  such  action 
that  could  be  profitable  or  listened  to  with  interest. 

May  our  present  assembly  be  blessed  by  the  giver  of  all  good 
and  redound  to  the  welfare  of  our  organization,  by  uniting  us 
in  a  closer  embrace  and  giving  to  all  a  more  exalted  love  for 
the  sublime  principles  of  onr  order. 

E.  Sir  Benjamin  Dean  oflfered  the  following  order  on  the 
address  delivered  by  the  R.  E.  Grand  Conmiander. 
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1.  That  so  mach  of  the  Grand  Commander's  address,  as  relates  to  an 
amendment  of  the  Grand  Constitution  in  reference  to  permitting  the 
Grand  Commander  to  designate  Grand  Lecturers,  as  well  as  members  of 
his  council  to  visit  and  examine  subordinate  commanderies,  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  three. 

2.  That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  costume  und  regalia,  together 
with  the  order  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Master  of  T»;mplars  in  the  United 
States  upon  said  subject,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five. 

3.  That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  jewels  for  Grand  Commandery 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

4.  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  application  for  dispensation  for 
a  commandery  at  Hyannis,  as  also  said  petition,  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee of  five,  said  committee  to  report  at  this  assembly. 

5.  That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  a  Templar  Manual  be  referred  to 
a  committee  of  seven. 

ft 

6.  That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  the  subject  of  petitions  tor  the 
orders  of  knighthood  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

7.  That  the  by-laws  of  Trinity  Commandery  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee of  three.  4 

8.  That  the  remainder  of  said  address  bo  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three. 

On  motion  it  was 

Votedj  That  the  order  be  adopted ;  and  the  following  committees  were 
appointed  by  the  K.  E.  Grand  Commander. 

No.  1.  E.  Sir  Henry  Chickering,  E.  Sir  Horace  Daniels,  Sir  F.  J.  Jill- 
sou. 

No.  2.  Sirs  William  S.  Gardner,  Benjamin  Dean,  William  W.  Baker, 
Thomas  A.  Doyle,  John  Eldred. 

No.  3.    Sirs  George  W.  Ray,  George  E.  Stacy,  Nelson  W.  Aldrich. 

No.  4.    Sirs  Tracy  P.  Cheever,  William  Ellison,  Nelson  W.  Aldrich, 

P.  J.  Jillson,  Rev.  H.  W.  Rugg. 

No.  5.  Sirs  Charles  W.  Moore,  Charles  A.  Stott,  William  W.  Baker, 
Edward  L  Freeman,  John  Eldred,  Charles  R  Dennis,  Alfred  F.  Chap- 
man. 

No.  6.    Sirs  Rev.  Charles  H.  Titus,  Z.  L.  Bicknell,  George  H.  Marden. 

No.  7.    Sirs  George  H.  Burnham,  David  Stephens,  Albert  H.  Cushman. 

No.  8.     Sirs  Benjamin  Dean,  Wyzeman  Marshall.  James  H.  Allen. 
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The  Records  and  By-Laws  of  Coeur  de  Lion  Commandery, 
and  Natick  Commandery,  working  under  Dispensations, 
were  submitted  for  examination,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee who  made  the  following  report : 

In  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island, 

May  24th,  1872. 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Records  and  By-Laws  of 
Natick  and  Coeur  de  Lion  Commanderies,  and  petitions  that  Charters 
may  be  issued  to  the  same,  liave  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and 
respectfully  report  : 

The  Records  of  Cceur  de  Lion  Commandery,  at  Charlestown,  are  kept 
with  remarkable  neatness  and  beauty,  and  with  sufficient  fullness  and 
particularity  except  in  the  record  of  the  organization  of  the  Commandery 
At  each  meeting  thereof  With  this  correction  the  records  may  be  pro- 
nounced as  nearly  perfect  as  could  be  expected  from  human  hands. 

The  By-Laws  of  this  Commandery  are  well  expressed  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Constitutions  of  this  Grand  Body. 

The  Committee  cheerfully  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted  as 
prayed  for  to  Coeur  de  Lion  Commandery,  Charlestown,  Mass. 

Their  Dispensation  is  dated  October  14,  1871,  since  which  time  they 
have  held  ten  assemblies  and  knighted  thirty-eight  companions.  Eighty- 
one  Sir  Knights  will  be  ready  to  sustain  this  Commandery  when  char- 
tered. 

Nutick  Commandery,  at  Natick,  presents  a  fair'and  well  kept  record  of 
thirteen  regular  and  twenty-one  special  assemblies  since  their  Dispensa- 
tion was  granted,  April  12,  1871,  and  eighteen  companions  have  been 
duly  knighted.  The  Committee  notice  that  the  record  of  this  Command- 
ery also  fails  in  some  of  the  assemblies  to  give  a  full  exhibit  of  the  organ- 
ization, a  defect  that  will  be  remedied  in  the  future.  The  By-Laws  of 
this  Commandery  are  well  worded  and  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  our  Grand  Constitution. 

We  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted  to  Natick  Commandery,  at 
Natick,  Mass.,  believing  that  the  thirty-two  Sir  Knights  constituted 
under  the  same  into  a  regular  Commandery  will  prove  competent  to 
fulfill  all  the  duties  and  obligations  of  the  same. 

CHARLES  H.  TITUS,    ) 
WILLIAM  PARKMAN,  [  Committee. 
JOHN  DEAN,  \ 

On  motion  it  was 

Votedj  That  the  report  be  accepted  and  the  recommendations  adopted. 


38  HROCEfeniNGS   OF  TttE   GllAKD   COMMANDERY 

The  committee  on  portrait  of  E.  Sir  William  S.  Gardner, 
submitted  the  following  report  : 

In  Grand  Commandery  of  Mak8acuusett8  and  Rhode  Isi^aivd, 

May  24th,  1872. 

The  Couimittee  appointed  at  the  Annual  Assembly  in  October  last,  to 
obtain  an  engraved  portrait  of  Most  Eminent  Sir  William  Sewell  Gard- 
ner, to  accompany  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States  ot  America,  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them  and 
would  respectfully  report : 

That  they  contracted  with  Mr.  H.  W.  Smith  of  Boston,  to  engrave  on 
steel  the  portrait  ordered  by  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  employed 
the  American  Bank  Note  Printing  Company  to  print  the  number  of 
copies  wanted.    The  coat,  as  per  contract,  is  as  follows : 

The  steel  engraved  Portrait  $100  00 

Printing  2600  copies  .  .  52  00 

Printing  100  copies,  India  proof,  15  00 


Total  coat  .....      $167  00 

The  100  copies,  India  Proof,  were  printed  for  Sir  Knight  Gardner  and 
a  few  of  his  friends  as  may  desire  them,  a  few^  copies  of  which  still 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee. 

F»)r  the  Committee, 

CHARLES  H.  TITUS 
On  motion  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  report  be  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Benjamin  Dean  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  Grand  Recorder  be  authorized  to  procure  a  portrait 
of  Sir  Winslow  Lewis,  to  be  published  with  the  next  printed  proceed- 
ings of  this  Grand  Commandery. 

Sir  William  S.  Gardner,  in  behalf  of  committee  No.  3,  on 
80  much  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander^s  address,  in  Octo- 
ber last,  as  relates  to  the  communication  of  the  Grand 
Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Manters  of  Ontario,  asked  and 
received  further  time. 
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The  following  report  was  submitted  by  Committee  No. 
6,  on  remainder  of  Annual  Address : 

To  THE  Grand  Commandery  ok  Knights  Templars  of  Mahsachu- 

8ETT8  AND  RhODK  IsLAND. 

The  Committee  upon  that  portion  of  the  R.  £.  Grand  Commander's 
address  at  the  annual  assembly  of  this  grand  body  in  October  last,  not 
otherwise  referred,  would  ask  permission  to  offer  the  following  : 

The  reports  of  the  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  Grand  Generalissimo, 
Grand  Captain  General  and  Grand  Recorder,  present  the  Templar  depart- 
ment of  Free  Masonry  under  this  Jurisdiction,  as  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
high  degree  of  harmony  and  prosperity.  They  report  a  general  spirit  of 
emulation  to  excel  in  conferring  the  orders  of  Knighthood  among  the 
commanderies  visited,  and  an  earnest  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Knights 
to  add  to  the  beauty  and  excellence  which  distinguish  and  adorn  our 
noble  orders,  by  a  practical  illustration  in  their  Masonic  intercourse,  of 
that  grand  truth  which  proclaims  the  brotherhood  of  man  as  a  blessing 
to  our  age  and  race. 

The  only  other  subject  in  the  R.  £.  Grand  Commander's  address  refer- 
red to  your  Committee,  is  the  communication  from  the  Eminent  Com- 
mander of  Calvary  Commandcry  of  this  city,  in  regard  to  the  application 
of  Sir  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  in  September  last,  for  a  demit.  Your  Commit- 
tee find  the  facts  in  the  case  to  be  as  follows  : 

Sir  Knight  Doyle  desiring  to  change  his  membership  from  Calvary  to 
St.  John's,  made  application  for  admission  into  the  latter  Commandery, 
His  application  took  the  usual  course,  and  at  a  regular  assembly  of  that 
body  on  September  4th,  1S71,  he  received  a  clear  ballot.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  he  applied  to  Calvary  Commandery  for  a  demit,  stating  in  his 
communication  that  he  had  previously  been  admitted  a  member  of  St. 
John's  Commandery.  On  October  3d,  1871,  Calvary  Commandery  voted, 
that  the  same  be  and  hereby  is  granted.  Sir  Knight  Doyle  subsequently 
presented  his  demit  to  St.  John's  Commandery,  paid  the  admission  fee 
and  signed  the  By-Laws. 

There  is  no  regulation  on  the  subject  of  demits,  in  the  Grand  Consti- 
tution of  this  department  of  Free  Masonry. 

The  Grand  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  has  the 
following  provision  regulating  demits  between  Lodges : 

"  Sec.  17.  No  subordinate  lodge  shall  grant  a  demit  except  at  a  regu- 
lar communication  thereof.  Nor  unless  the  member  applying  therefor 
shall  have  qnade  application  to  another  lodge  for  membership,  and  been 
accepted  by  that  lodge. 

^*  Sec  IStti.  Every  subordinate  lodG:e,  upon  granting  a  demit,  or  refun- 
ing  so  to  do,  shall  cause  notice  thereof  to  be  ti^nsn^itted,  under  its  seal 
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to  the  lodge  in  which  the  brother  applying  for  such  demit  has  been 
accepted." 

This  is  good  masonic  law,  and  is  evidently  intended  to  protect  the 
rights  of  masonic  affiliation.  The  whole  proceeding  in  this  case  above 
referred  to  was  in  accordance  with  masonic  law  and  usage.  The  ques- 
tion of  jurisdiction  has  no  application  in  this  case. 

And  masonic  law  and  masonic  usage  recognizes  the  fact  that  actual 
membership  in  any  masonic  body  do^s  not  attach  until  the  assent  of  th^ 
applicant  is  determined  by  his  signing  its  code  of  laws,  and  complying 
with  certain  other  requirements  peculiar  to  all  masonic  institutions. 

Your  committee  do  not  agree  with  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  Dean  in 
his  reply  to  the  commander  of  Calvary  Commandery,  (see  printed  pro- 
ceedings October  Session,  1871,  page  132,)  '*that  any  action  of  St.  John's 
Commandery  before  Sir  Knight  Doyle  had  ceased  to  belong  to  Calvary 
Commandery  is  void,  and  that  his  admission  as  a  member  was  an  irreg- 
ularity." Many,  if  not  all  the  By-Laws  of  the  subordinates  under  this 
jurisdiction,  have  an  express  provision,  that  upon  a  favorable  ballot  for 
admission  to  membership,  if  the  applicant  does  not  present  himself  to  be 
qualified  within  a  certain  time,  the  act  of  the  Commandery  thus  admitting 
him  expires  by  limitation,  and  a  new  application  is  necessary.  Thus  rec- 
ognizing the  principle  that  there  are  two  parties  to  the  contract.  Your 
committee  find  that  Sir  Knight  Doyle  acted  ia  conformity  to  masonic 
law  and  usage,  and  that  the  action  of  St.  John's  Commandery  in  admit- 
ting him  to  membership  is  not  void  but  of  full  force  and  eflfect. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  ELLISON,  ) 

E.  J.  NIGHTINGALE,  [  Committee. 

CARLOS  P.  MESSER,  \ 

PuoviDENCE,  May  24th,  1872. 

On  motion  it  was 

Vatedy  That  the  report  be  adopted. 

The  following  conjmunication  from  Calvary  Commandery 
was  received : 

Caiaary  Commandeky,  Office  of  the  Recokdeu,  Iokic  Hall, 

PuoviDENCE,  May  23d,  A.  O.  754. 

I  hereby  certify  that  Companion  Charles  R.  Bray  ton  received  a  clear 
ballot  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  in  Calvary  Commandery,  No.  18,  on 
the  27th  day  of  Febniaiy,  A.  D.  1872,  A.  O.  754. 

Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  Calvary  Commandery. 

(li.  8.) 

C.  p.  SPLLEW,  Acting  Recorder. 
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The  foregoing  was  required  in  consequence  of  the  decis- 
ion of  the  E.  E.  Grand  Commander,  that  a  bona  fide  ce^di- 
date  should  be  used  in  exemplifying  the  work  of  the  Orders 
this  day. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  here  announced  to  the 
Grand  Commandery,  that  the  Work  and  Lectures,  as 
adopted,  would  be  exemplified  by  the  Grand  Lecturers, 
together  with  such  other  Sir  Knights  as  might  be  needed 
to  assist  them. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  then  organized  for  work, 
and  a  Council  of  Knights  of  the  Red  Cross  was  opened  in 
due  form,  with  the  following 

Officers. 

Sir  OHARiiBS  M.  AvEUY Sovereign  Master. 

Sir  E.  Dana  Bancroft Chancellor. 

Sir  John  P.  Luther Master  of  Palace. 

Sir  Rev.  George  S.  Noyes Prelate. 

Sir  William  D.  Seely      Master  of  Cavalry. 

Sir  Alfred  P.  Chapman Master  of  Infantry. 

Sir  Joseph  E.  Spink Master  of  Finances. 

Sir  A.  C.  Tourtellot Master  of  Dispatches. 

Sir  William  McCormick Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  O.  L.  Webster Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  Jambs  E.  Tent Warder. 

Sir  William  M.  Gipford       Third  Guard. 

Sir  George  G.  Arnold Second  Guard. 

Sir  Prrz  J.  Peabody First  Guard. 

Companion  Charles  R.  Brayton  was  created  and  dubbed 
a  Knight  of  the  Illustrious  Order  of  the  Red  Cross. 

The  Council  of  Knights  of  the  Red  Cross  was  then  closed, 
and  an  Asylum  of  Knights  Templars  duly  organized  as  fol- 
lows: 

Sir  E.  Dana  BANCRotT Eminent  Commander. 

Sir  Charles  M.  Avery Generalissimo. 

Sir  George  E.  Stacy Captain  General. 

The  other  oflSces  being  filled  respectively  by  the  Sir 

Knights  who  assisted  in  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross. 
6 
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Sir  Charles  R.  BraytoD  was  created  and  dubbed  a  Knight 
of  the  valiant  and  magnanimous  order  of  the  Temple,  Knight 
Templar. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Benjamin  Dean,  it  was 

Voted^  That  for  convenience  sake,  the  further  exemplification  of  the 
Work  be  dispensed  with. 

The  following  report  from  Committee  No.  4,  on  the  R.  E. 
Grand  Commander's  address  was  submitted. 

In  Grand  Commandbry  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island, 

May  24th,  1872. 

The  Coiunnttee  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  Sir  Knight 
R  S.  Pope  and  others,  for  a  dispensation  to  form  and  open  a  command - 
cry  of  Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders  in  the  town  of  Hyan- 
nis,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  respectfully  report : — 

That  so  far  as  the  evidence  presented  to  your  Committee  in  re&pect  to 
the  necessity  of  a  commandery  in  the  locality  prayed  for,  and  the  proha- 
bility  that  such  a  commandery  would  be  adequately  maintained  and  sup- 
ported goes,  il  is  impossible  for  your  Committee  to  form  a  conclusive 
judgment.  Not  one  of  the  petitioners  has  appeared  before  us,  and  in 
tlie  absence  of  those  most  nearly  interested  in  this  important  question,  it 
seems  at  least  extremely  difficult  to  render  justice  either  to  the  Grand 
Commandery  or  to  the  petitionei-s  tliemselves.  The  cause  of  the  absence 
of  the  petitioners,  or  any  Sir  Knight  lawfully  commissioned  to  represent 
them  is  unknown  to  your  Committee,  but  they  respectfully  recommend, 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  full,  fair  and  impartial  hearing  of  the  ques- 
tion involved  in  this  petition,  such  as  was  contemplated  by  the  R.  E. 
(4rand  Commander,  that  your  Committee  be  authorized  to  issue  a  cita- 
tion to  the  petitioners,  requiring  tbem  to  appear  on  a  day  certain,  of 
which  at  least  fifteen  days  notice  shall  be  given,  before  your  Committee 
in  the  city  of  Boston  or  such  other  place  as  your  Committee  may  author- 
ize, then  and  there  to  give  such  evidence  and  to  furnish  such  statements 
of  facts  as  they  may  be  able  in  reference  to  the  matter,  and  that,  after 
such  hearing  of  the  pelitionei-s  and  the  reception  of  such  further  evidence 
jis  may  be  presented  to  your  Committee,  they  shall  report  in  writing  to 
the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  who  shall  thereupon  be  recommended  Ui 
issue  to  or  withhold  from  said  petitioners,  his  dispensation  according  to 
tlie  report  which  may  be  made  to  him  by  your  Committee. 


TRACY   P.  CHEEVER, 
WILLIAM   ELLISON, 


NELSON   W.  ALDRICII,  ( 
HENRY   W.  RUGG,  J 


^  Committee. 
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On  motion  of  Sir  Charles  H.  Titus  it  was 
Voted,  That  the  report  be  adopted. 

The  committee  No.  7,  on  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander's 
address  submitted  the  following  report : 

To  THE  R.  E.  Grand  Commakdery  of  Maj»9achit8ETT8  and 

Rhode  Island. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  By-Laws  of  Trinity  Com- 
mandery  respectfully  report  that  they  have  examined  the  same  and  here- 
with present  the  result  of  their  labors. 

These  By-Laws  appear  to  your  Committee  to  be  in  tlie  main  a  good 
code  but  cumbered  with  unnecessary  matter,  for  instance,  a  section 
providing  "  of  whom  the  commandery  shall  consist,"  and  one  entire  arti- 
cle prescribing  the  duties  of  the  officers.  Now  all  this  besides  being  tra- 
ditional and  known  and  accepted  by  long  and  universal  usage  is  expressly 
set  down  in  the  Constitution  not  only  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  but  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  itself,  and  its  reiteration  in  a  code  of  By-Laws 
adds  no  force  to  it  whatever. 

Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  striking  from  Section  1st,  of 
Article  I,  of  the  By-Laws  of  Trinity  Cotnmandery  all  previous  to  the 
word  i7iree. 

From  Section  3d,  Article  I,  strike  the  word  eleven  substituting  therefor 
the  woi-d  eiffht  in  order  to  make  the  section  oonforin  to  the  Grand  Consti- 
tution (see  article  2d,  sec.  4.) 

Strike  out  Section  4,  of  Article  I,  in  relation  to  instHllation  of  officers 
as  the  Grand  Constitution  provides  for  the  same. 

Strike  out  Section  6  for  tbe  same  reason  as  to  the  first  portion  of  the 
section,  and  the  latter  portion  relative  to  relinquishment  of  office,  for  tlie 
reason  that  your  Committee  believe  it  beyond  the  power  of  any  subordi- 
nate body  to  declare  an  office  vacant  after  a  Sir  Knight  duly  elected  has 
been  installed  therein. 

Article  II,  being  entirely  devoted  to  defining  the  duties  of  officers, 
which  duties  are  already  defined  elsewhere,  your  Committee  recommend 
that  the  entire  article  be  stricken  out,  as  Section  4th  of  Article  II,  of  the 
Grand  Constitution  provides  for  the  performance  of  not  only  their  tradi- 
tional duties,  but  also  "  such  as  may  be  assigned  them  by  the  command- 
er}' or  commander." 

Article  III. — From  the  sixth  line,  after  the  words  Royal  Arch  Mason, 
strike  the  words  **  and  appendant  degrees,"  there  being  none  such  recog- 
nized by  this  Grand  Commandery. 
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Article  V,  Section  7. — Strike  out  the  words  "  and  wear  the  jewels  of 
their  respective  offices."  Your  Committee  deem  it  improper  for  officers 
of  any  masonic  body  to  wear  the  badge  of  office,  except  the  body  1)e 
opened  for  the  performance  of  some  recognized  duty. 

Article  VI. — Your  Committee  recommend  that  the  whole  of  Section  1 
be  stricken  out,  for  the  reason  that  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment of  the  United  States  prescribes  what  shall  constitute  the  uni- 
form of  a  Knight  Templar.  This  is  an  entirely  different  affair,  and  fUr- 
tlicrmore  the  Constitution  of  this  Grand  Commandery  states  that  the 
uniform  of  a  Knight  Templar  shall  be  that  which  may  be  from  time 
to  time  approved  by  this  body.  Your  Committee  would  recommend 
that  no  allusion  to  uniform  be  made  in  these  By-Laws.  It  is  a  question 
with  your  Committee,  whether  Trinity  Commandery  has  the  right  to 
adopt  a  uniform  other  than  that  designated  by  the  Grand  Encampment. 

Article  IX. — Your  Committee  see  no  need  of  Section  1  as  a  part  of  the 
By-Laws.  A  simple  resolution  would  answer  the  purpose  of  the  section, 
even  if  such  a  vote  should  be  necessary.  It  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that 
an  officer  would  loan  property  belonging  to  another  without  the  consent 
of  the  owner.    We  recommend  that  Section  1  be  stricken  out. 

RULES  OF  ORDER 

There  seems  no  need,  of  incorporating  these  as  a  part  of  the  By-Laws, 
as  there  are  well  established  rules  for  the  regulation  of  debate,  and  the 
power  is  in  the  hands  of  the  E.  Commander  to  control  it  as  lie  pleases; 
and  as  for  the  settlement  of  differences  or  disputes  among  the  members, 
your  Committee  believe  these  can  best  be  met  as  they  arise,  and  that  any 
formula  or  mannerism  in  relation  to  such  matters,  would  operate  rather 
as  a  hindrance  than  an  aid. 

In  conclusion  your  Committee  would  ejjpecially  commend  those  pro- 
visions in  these  By-Laws  which  compel  the  members  to  clothe  them- 
selves with  the  costume  of  the  body.  The  importance  of  this  regulation 
can  hardly  be  over  estimated,  and  in  tlie  opinion  of  your  committee  it 
should  be  enforced.  No  Master  Mason  would  for  a  moment  suppose  that 
he  had  the  right  to  appear  in  a  Lodge  without  tlie  proper  masonic  cloth- 
ing, and  it  is  of  no  less  importance  to  say  the  least  for  the  welfare  of  the 
Commandery,  that  its  members  appear  in  uniform.  It  is  due  to  the  Com- 
mandery, that  its  dignity  and  appearance  be  maintained  no  less  in  its 
Asylum  than  in  the  street,  (and  surely  no  true  Knight  would  derogate 
from  the  appearance  of  his  Commandery  by  appearing  in  public  unbe- 
comingly clothed.)  And  it  is  due  the  candidate,  not  only  for  the  sake 
of  the  impression  to  be  made  on  him,  but  from  the  fact  that  he  is  entitled, 
and  expect*  to  have  the  orders  conferred  upon  him,  in  a  becoming  man- 
ner. 
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With  the  alterations  above  named,  your  Committee  recommend  that 
the  By-Laws  of  Trinity  Commandery  be  approved  by  this  Grand  Body. 

Respectfally  submitted, 

GEORGE  H.  BURNHAM, ) 

DAVID  STEVENS,  J.  Committee. 

ALBERT  H.  CUSHMAN,  ) 

Providence,  May  24th,  1872. 

On  motion  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  report  be  accepted  and  the  recommendations  adopted. 

On  motion  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  dispensation  granted  to  Gethsemane  Commandery  at 
Newton,  Mass.,  be  continued  until  the  annual  assembly,  in  October  next . 

Sir  Daniel  Seagrave  was  recognized  as  proxy  for  Sir 
George  P.  Wood,  Captain  General  of  Worcester  County 
Commandery. 

Sir  Benjamin  Dean  called  attention  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  No.  6,  on  annual  address  of  the  R.  E.  Grand 
Commander,  and  remarked : 

That  he  had  not  objected  to  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee because  on  the  facts  disclosed  by  it,  he  was  himself  of  the  opinion  that 
Sir  Knight  Doyle  had  become  a  member  of  St.  John's  Commandery,  in 
consequence  of  following  the  Rhode  Island  practice  in  masonic  lodges, 
and  he  had  always  in  the  absence  of  any  constitutional  provision  when 
a  well  defined  masonic  course  of  procedure  existed,  in  either  section  of 
our  jurisdiction,  yielded  to  it.  He  further  said,  this  is  the  only  ground 
on  which  the  conclusion  of  the  report  can  be  sustained,  and  he  desired  to 
call  attention  to  it,  lest  the  masonic  law  in  such  cases  should  be  misun- 
derstood. It  is  apparent  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  did  not 
understand  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Commander.  By  turning  to  the 
printed  proceedings  it  appears  that  the  question  arose  on  this  statement 
made  by  the  E.  Commander  of  Calvary  Commandeiy . 

*'  One  of  our  members  (E.  Sir  Knight  Doyle,)  at  our  last  regular  meet- 
ing applied  to  us  for  a  demit,  stating  in  his  communication  that  he  had 
on  the  previous  evening  been  admitted  to  membership  in  Saint  John's 
Commandery."    The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  replied  as  follows : 

*'  The  only  irregularity  I  notice  in  the  action  of  St.  John's  Commandery 
is  in  making  Sir  Knight  Doyle  a  member,  while  he  was  a  member  of 
Calvaiy  Commandery.  No  Sir  Knight  can  be  a  member  of  two  com- 
manderies  at  the  same  time,  and  any  action  of  St.  John's  Commandery, 
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before  Sir  Knight  Doyle  has  ceased  to  belong  to  Calvary  Commandery  is 
void.  As  to  the  rest  it  is  with  your  Commandery ;  it  can  do  in  the  prem- 
ises what  it  sees  fit.  If  Sir  Knight  Doyle  applies  for  a  demit.  Calvary 
Commandery  can  grant  it,  with  or  without  reasons  on  either  h«nd." 

Further  by  way  of  comment.  **  A  similar  decision  was  given  by  M. 
E.  Henry  L.  Palmer  while  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
the  United  States.  Nothing  is  more  obvious  than  the  inconsistency  of 
active  membership  in  two  commanderies  at  the  same  time.  A  knight  so 
situated  might,  by  the  simple  black  ball,  stop  the  work  in  either  body  to 
its  prejudice.  He  might  be  tried  for  the  same  offence  in  both  bodies ; 
one  might  acquit  and  the  other  convict.  These  tests  show  the  inadmis- 
sibility of  any  other  doctrine." 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  only  decision  of  the  Grand  Commander  was 
that  no  Sir  Knight  could  be  an  active  member  of  two  commanderies  at 
the  same  time.  The  case  presented  was  of  one  *' admitted  to  member- 
ship" in  one  commandery  while  he  was  a  member  of  another. 

The  decision  of  the  Grand  Commander  was  correct,  and  these  remarks 
are  made  to  prevent  misapprehensions.  If  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
had  called  upon  me  I  would  have  been  happy  to  have  explained  the 
question  to  him. 

Instead  of  that  he  finds  that  the  communication  to  Calvary  Command- 
ery was  not  correct,  that  a  preliminary  ballot  only  had  been  taken,  with 
the  understanding,  according  to  the  Rhode  Island  law,  that  it  should  go 
for  nothing  unless  confirmed  by  Calvary  Commandery,  and  the  signing 
of  the  By-Laws,  which  two  last  event^s  occurred  after  the  Grand  Com- 
mander's decision,  which  was  easily  understood  by  Calvary  Commandery. 

It  appears  that  the  Grand  Commander's  decision  was  on  the  13th  of 
September.  The  demit  of  Sir  Knight  Doyle,  from  Calvary  CommRiid<»Tv 
was  in  the  month  following,  and  the  By-Laws  of  St.  John's  Commanders* 
were  signed  still  later.  These  latter  facts  are  new  and  appear  only  in 
the  Conmiittee's  report ;  1  do  not  criticise  the  action  of  the  Committee  in 
stating  facts  occurring  after  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Commander,  but 
desire  that  the  report  shall  not  lead  to  an  erroneous  practice. 

The  roll  was  then  called,  and  the  following  Comnmnd- 
eries  were  found  to  be  represented  : 


St.  John's. 
Boston. 
Xewbtiryport. 
Washington. 
Worcester  Cointy 

SPRTNGFIET.n. 

De  Molay. 
Hor.Y  Bepui/Chrk. 


Palestine. 

MiLFORD. 

Saint  Bernard, 

('alvary. 

Haverhim.. 

RiTTTON. 

Bethany. 
WiN8ix>w  Lewi.**. 


Woonsocket. 
Narraonsett. 
William  Parkman. 
Northampton. 
South  Shore. 
Trinity. 
Natick. 
C(ErR  DC  Lion. 
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On  motioD  of  Sir  Edward  L,  Freeman  it  was 

Vatddf  That  the  Grand  Lecturers  be  instructed  to  examine  what  discrep- 
ancies exist,  if  any,  between  the  Work  and  Lectures  and  report  at  the 
annual  assembly  in  October  next. 

E.  Sir  Benjamin  Dean  presented  a  commission  from  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Kansas,  appointing  him  the  repre- 
sentative of  that  body  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Rhode  Island,  and  requested  that  the  sub- 
ject be  referred  to  a  committee :  thereupon  the  R.  E. 
Grand  Commander  appointed  Sir  Benjamin  Dean,  Sir 
Henry  Chickering,  and  Sir  Charles  A.  Stott  as  such  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  V.  E.  Sir  Charles  A.  Stott  it  was 

Votedy  That  the  Grand  Lecturers  be  requested  to  exemplify  the  Work 
on  the  Order  of  Malta,  at  the  annual  assembly  in  October  next,  if  time 
will  permit. 

The  Sir  Knights  were  then  ordered  to  their  devotions; 
prayer  was  offered  by  the  E.  Grand  Prelate,  Sir  Rev.  Geo. 
S.  Noyes,  and  the  Semi- Annual  Assembly  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant 
Orders  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  was  adjournetl 
in  ample  form. 

Atte^if:  ALFRED  F.  CHAPMAN. 

(rnind  \Recordt^\ 
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SPECIAL    ASSEMBLY 

June  6, 1872. 

A  Special  Assembly  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Rhode  Island,  was  held  in  Freemason's  Hall, 
in  Natick,  Mass.,  on  Thursday,  June  6,  A.  D.  1872,  at  seven 
and  one  Tialf  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Grand  Officers  Present, 

U.  E.  Sir  Nicholas  Van  Slyck     .    .    .  Grand  Coiiuuauder. 

V.  E.  Sir  Charles  A.  Stott      ....  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

E.  Sir  Horace  Daniels Grand  Generalissimo. 

E.  Sir  Rev.  H.  W.  Rugo  acting       .    .    .  Grand  Captain  General. 

E.  Sir  Rev.  George  S.  No  yes    ....  Grand  Prelate. 

E.  Sir  Tracy  P.  Cueever Grand  Senior  Warden. 

E.  Sir  John  Dean Grand  Junior  Warden. 

E.  Sir  William  Parkman Grand  Treasuier. 

E.  Sir  Alfred  P.  Chapman Grand  Recorder. 

E.  Sir  George  W.  Ray Grand  Warder. 

E.  Sii'  George  E.  Stacy Grand  Captain  of  the  Guards. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  formed  in  due  array,  and 
the  Grand  Asylum  was  opened  in  form,  for  the  purpose 
of  constituting  and  dedicating  Natick  Commandery  of 
Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders,  and  install- 
ing its  oflScers,  which  solemn  and  interesting  services  were 
performed  in  the  presence  of  the  knights  and  their  ladies. 

The  lines  of  Natick  Commandery  were  formed  by  the  E. 
Grand  Senior  Warden,  Sir  Tracy  P.  Cheever ;  the  R.  E. 
Grand  Commander  and  Officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
were  announced  by  the  E.  Grand  Warder,  Sir  George  W. 
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Ray,  and  entered  the  Asylum  of  Natick  Commandery, 
where  thev  were  received  with  the  honors  due  their  rank 

•r 

and  station. 

Natick  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars  and  the  Ap- 
pendant Orders  was  then  solemnly  constituted  and  dedi- 
cated in  due  and  ancient  form,  and  proclamation  thereof 
was  made  by  the  E.  Grand  Warder. 

The  official  obligation  was  then  administered  by  the  B. 
Grand  Prelate,  and  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  assisted 
by  the  V.  E.-  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  installed 

Sir  James  Henhy  Parker Eminent  Commander, 

Sir  William  Hillman  Wright     .    .    .    Generalissimo, 
Sir  Charles  Aaron  Davis Captain  General, 

together  with  the  other  officers  into  their  respective  offi- 
ces, and  proclamation  thereof  was  made  by  the  E.  Grand 
Warder. 

E.  Sir  Rev.  Henry  W.  Kugg,  Commander  of  St.  John's 
Commandery,  at  the  request  of  the'  R.  E.  Grand  Com- 
mander, delivered  the  following 

ADDRESS. 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  the  Cathedral  at  Cologne,  is  the 
grandest  chprch  edifice  in  the  world.  Yet  this  temple  is  still  an 
unfinished  structure.  Nearly  seven  hundred  years  ago  its  foun- 
dation stones  were  laid,  and  more  than  twenty  genenitions  of 
men  have  given  thought  and  toil  to  the  construction  of  the 
great  cathedral,  but  still  the  work  has  not  been  carried  forward 
to  completion.  Architects  and  builders  have  lived  and  wrought, 
have  died  and  passed  out  of  remembrance :  one  set  of  workmen 
iuis  succeeded  another :  the  original  designs  have  been  changed 
and  improved  upon,  and  thus  after  along  time  and  by  the  uni- 
ted labors  of  mtmy  minds  and  hands,  the  temple  has  come  to 
assume  its  present  massive  proportions  and  surptissing  grandeur. 
As  it  now  stands,  this  cathedral  is  the  loftiest  triumph  of  gothic 
architecture,  and  attracts  visitors  from  every  land,  who,  while 
thev  gaze  upon  it  with  delight  and  wonder,  notice  some  things 
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of  detail  and  adornment  still  lacking,  which,  when  finished,  can 
hardly  fail  to  increase  the  loveliness  and  glory  now  apparent 

I  make  mention  of  this  world  famed  cathedral,  hecause  to  my 
thought  there  is  a  striking  similitude  between  the  construction 
of  such  a  structure — in  the  length  of  time  occupied  by  the 
work,  the  obstacles  encountered,  the  modification  of  original 
plans,  and  the  manifold  agencies  required — and  the  rise  and 
progress  of  the  chivalric  orders  of  Masonry.  And  I  deem  it  no 
undue  forcing  of  the  comparison,  to  suggest  that  the  present 
character  and  future  promise  of  these  orders  are,  in  some 
respects,  signified  by  the  glory  already  revealed,  but  which  may 
yet  be  so  much  added  to,  in  that  renowned  temple  of  the  old 
world. 

Backward,  along  *a  line  of  more  than  seven  full  centuries, 
our  thoughts  must  go,  to  mark  the  inception  of  those  societies, 
out  of  which  has  sprung  the  institution  of  Templar  Masonry. 
The  historic  period  of  the  Crusades  extends  from  the  close  of 
the  eleventh  to  the  close  of  the  thirteenth  centurv.  It  was 
during  this  period,  a  time  when  ignorance  and  barbarism  press- 
ed heavily  upon  the  nations,  that  the  Christian  countries  of 
Europe  seemed  suddenly  overrun  by  a  fiery  zeal,  which  soon 
kindled  a  general  desire  for  the  liberation  of  Palestine  from  the 
hands  of  the  Mohammedans.  We  are  familiar  with  the  history 
which  has  been  so  often  rehearsed.  Our  liearts  have  often 
burned  within  us  as  we  have  mused  upon  that  age  of  strange 
enterprise,  when  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  pilgrims, 
as  if  moved  by  a  common  impulse,  took  up  their  line  of  march 
for  the  "City  of  the  Great  King ;"  when  the  inspiration  of  such 
a  mighty  enthusiasm  seized  upon  all  classes  of  society,  that  the 
rich  and  the  poor,  the  high  born  and  the  low  born,  the  strong 
and  the  weak,  vied  with  other  as  to  who  should  be  first  in  stand- 
ing forth,  either  as  pilgrim  or  as  soldier,  on  that  long  journey 
to  the  Holy  Land.  Have  we  not  been  thrilled  again  and  again 
by  the  history  of  those  ancient  days,  when  the  followers  of  the 
Cross  met  the  followers  of  the  Crescent  in  such  sanguinary  con- 
tests, and  deeds  of  daring  were  done,  and  the  spirit  of  a  rare 
heroism  manifested,  which  must  forever  chiim  the  world's  re- 
spect, despite  all  harsh  criticism  which  may  be  made  upon  the 
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character  of  the  crusaders,  or  their  conduct  of  those  long,  fierce 
campaigns  in  which  they  were  engaged !   . 

The  Crusades  were  attended  by  terrible  suffering — by  hor- 
rible excesses — by  a  sad  waste  of  life.  In  the  main  they  were 
unsuccessful  expeditions,  for  at  the  close  of  the  7th  and  last 
Crusade  in  1270,  prosecuted  under  the  leadership  of  Louis 
Ninth,  of  France,  and  Prince  Edward,  of  England,  Palestine 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Saracens.  It  does  not  follow, 
howe?er,  that  the  wars, of  the  Cross  were  entirely  without  re- 
sults of  good.  Indeed,  it  is  generally  conceded  that  the  Cru- 
sades exercised  a  most  powerful  and  beneficent  effect  upon 
civilization,  contributing  alike  to  the  enfranchisement  of  the 
human  mind,  and  to  the  development  of  a  higher  life  for  the 
people,  both  politically  and  intellectually.  Tiiey  paved  the  way 
for  the  revival  of  learning,  for  social  Tefinement,  and  for  the 
reformation  of  the  Church,  which  culminated  under  Martin 
Luther.  But  whatever  differing  judgment  men  may  arrive  at 
as  to  the  results  of  the  Crusades,  none  will  deny  that  it  was  an 
exalted  spirit  which  caused  the  heart  of  Christendom  to  throb 
with  such  mighty  purpose;  that  set  on  foot  such  gigantic 
enterprises,  and  called  forth  the  chivalry  and  the  enthusiasm 
so  grandly  characteristic'  of  that  warlike  period.  We  cannot 
lightly  pass  the  record  of  those  pilgrim  warriors  who  went  forth 
with  such  high  resolves  to  battle  for  the  holy  places.  Admir- 
ingly we  muse  upon  their  heroic  daring,  and  chivalric  deeds, 
while  tenderly  we  say : 

"  Their  swords  are  nist. 
Their  bones  are  dust, 
Their  souls  are  saints — the  just." 

It  was  in  the  early  time  of  the  Crusades  that  two  societies 
were  instituted,  to  which,  by  the  strong  ties  of  lineal  descent 
we  connect  the  orders  we  represent.  One  of  these  societies 
was  organized  on  a  strictly  benevolent  basis,  its jnembers  pledg- 
ing themselves  to  poverty,  chtistity  and  obedience  to  their 
chiefs,  to  the  end  that  they  might  give  help  to  distressed  pil- 
grims, journeying  to,  or  returning  from  the  Holy  Land.  This 
society,  originally  known  as  the  Brotherhood  of  St.  John,  soon 
made  the  bearing  and  use  of  arms  a  part  of  their  profession, 
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and  became  ere  long  as  much  distinguished  for  their  militar}' 
powers,  as  for  tlieir  tender  ministries  to  the  weak  and  the  suf- 
fering. In  the  year  1190,  they  took  the  name  of  "  Knights  of 
Malta/'  making  this  title  well  known  and  of  honorable  distinc- 
tion. 

The  other  society  was  a  military  body  from  the  start,  orgji- 
nized  both  to  care  for  helpless  pilgrims,  and  to  fight  for  the 
Cross  of  Christ.  The  men  enrolled  in  this  society  were  the 
Templars  of  the  Crusades,  a  band  of  Jjeroic  souls  who,  living 
in  a  semi-barbarous  age,  manifested  the  virtues  of  honor,  cour- 
tesy and  self-denial,  in  a  remarkable  degree,  while  on  many  a 
hard  fought  field  of  battle,  they  made  full  proof  of  their  knight- 
ly coui*age  and  endurance.  Beneath  the  folds  of  their  ancient 
war  banner,  half  white  and  half  black,  which  signified,  "  fair 
and  favorable  to  the  friends  of  Christ,  but  black  and  terrible  to 
his  enemies,"  they  fought  with  a  wild  desperation  and  gjiined 
many  a  signal  triumph.  Out  of  these  ancient  orders  has  sprung 
the  institution  of  Templar  Masonry.  Change  and  development 
in  many  directions  were  needed  to  effect  this  result.  Genera- 
tions and  centuries  passed  by  ere  its  accomplishment,  for  it  was 
not  until  after  three  or  four  hundred  years,  that  any  positive 
alliance  was  found  between  the  military  orders  alluded  to  and 
the  masonic  institution.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Seventh, 
the  Knights  of  Malta  assumed  the  patronage  of  Masonry,  and 
their  Grand  Master  was  chosen  Protector  of  the  Craft.  Closer 
ties  of  association  were  soon  connected,  and  the  orders  of 
knighthood  became  firmly  fixed  on  a  masonic  foundation,  from 
which  in  our  day  they  obtain  their  true  significance  and  impor- 
tance. From  the  time  of  this  union,  Templar  Masonry  has 
made  great  progress.  Its  advances  and  its  achievements,  dur- 
ing the  last  hundred  years,  make  up  a  glorious  record,  while  its 
present  condition  is  most  certainly  a  matter  of  justifiable  pride. 
It  is  true  that  even  within  this  period,  the  institution  has  seen 
some  evil  days  and  suffered  some  reverses.  There  have  been 
times  when  the  downfall  of  these  orders — and  of  masonry  itself 
— seemed  imminent,  but  after  such  trials  has  always  come  a 
fresh  revival  of  strength  and  a  new  glory.  The  blighting  frosts 
that  have  'sometimes  fallen  upon  the  masonic  institution,  have 
never  touched  the  root,  the  fountain  of  life  blood;  and  I  am 
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not  sure  but  these  seeming  adverse  visitations,  whose  effects 
have  been  temporary  and  superficial,  have  tended  to  its  more 
healthy  and  vigorous  life. 

It  accords  with  the  spirit  of  this  occasion,  the  formal  inaug- 
uration of  a  new  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars,  that  we 
give  some  thought  to  what  glorifies  the  past  and  brightens  the 
present  of  the  institution.  So  I  have  dwelt  at  considerable 
length  upon  some  familiar  matters  of  history ;  and,  did  time 
permit,  I  should  be  gltul  to  remark  upon  many  things  connect- 
ed with  the  character  and  work  of  Templarism,  which  we  can 
consider  with  so  much  satisfaction.  It  would  be  a  pleasant 
task  to  call  over  the  list  of  ilhistrious  names,  reaching  from  the 
time  of  Hugh  De  Payens  and  the  martyred  T)e  Molay  until 
now — names  which  have  become  historic  and  give  bright 
iiidorning  to  the  annals  of  the  order — to  eulogise  those  men 
who  were  such  good  members  of  society,  as  well  as  worthy  and 
valiant  Templars  :  but  it  is  not  my  pui'pose  to  indulge  in  mere 
laudations,  and  what  I  have  alreadv  said  has  been  intended  to 
prepare  the  way  for  the  presentation  of  this  proposition,  viz : 
that  a  progressive  spirit  is  the  law  and  life  of  masonry,  and 
ought  e8i)ecially  to  characterize  the  orders  here  represented. 

I  am  proud  of  the  record  of  the  masonic  institution  in  this 
i-espect  It  has  never  ranged  itself  against  the  popular  will,  or 
put  itself  in  opposition  to  the  great  ideas  of  civilization  fro^^i 
time  to  time  developed.  It  has  held  sacred  the  interests  of 
humanity,  and  worked  for  their  advancement  earnestly  and  per- 
sistently. Go  over  the  whole  history  of  Masonry  and  you  can- 
not find  an  instance  where  it  has  espoused  the  cause  of  tyrants 
as  against  the  people,  or  where  it  has  given  aid  to  superstition 
and  priest-craft,  in  their  struggle  against  moral  light  and  free- 
dom. On  the  contrary,  it  has  commonly  stood  in  hearty 
alliance  with  the  friends  of  human  progress,  contributing  to 
help  forward  the  ai*ts  and  sciences,  and  to  make  its  force  felt 
on  the  right  side  in  all  the  great  conflicts  of  truth  against  false- 
hood— ^justice  against  injustice — right  against  wrong.  Certain- 
ly this  has  been  the  rule  of  masonic  action,  to  which  history 
shows  scarcely  an  exception. 

Consider,  also,  that  this  institution  has  always  prospered 
best    in  lands  touched  by  the  highest    influences  of  civiliza- 
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tion,  in  communities  characterized  by  enlightened  and  liberal 
thought.  It  is  only  in  the  hard  soil  of  despotism,  where  gene- 
ral elevation  is  not  fostered,  where  manhood  is  not  honored, 
and  the  spirit  of  a  true  democracy  is  unknown,  a  soil  like  that 
of  Spain,  as  that  country  has  been  until  recently,  when  great 
changes  have  perhaps  wrought  for  her  a  partial  redemption,  it 
is  only  in  such  localities  that  the  seeds  of  masonic  life  fall  upon 
unfruitful  ground,  which  renders  impossible  its  strong  and 
healthy  growth. 

Keep  it  in  mind,  likewise,  that  the  chivalrous  orders  origi- 
nating in  the  time  of  the  Crusades,  were  devised  as  working 
societies  for  human  good.  They  were  not  created  lor  orna- 
ment, but  they  were  brought  into  being  tx)  oppose  tyranny,  to 
mitigate  suffering,  to  advance  the  truth,  and  to  make  a  practi- 
cal illustration  of  the  qualities  of  personal  honor,  unwearied 
zeal  in  another's  cause,  and  disinterested  benevolence.  In  their 
early  history,  these  societies  fell  upon  evil  days  and  failed  to 
realize  in  all  respects  the  anticipations  of  their  founders.  They 
suffered  from  jealousies  and  corruptions  within  the  orders,  far 
more  than  from  any  outward  foe,  as  has  always  been  the  case  in 
the  history  of  masonic  institutions.  >«'evertheless  they  gathered 
and  dispensed  princely  revenues  for  the  benefit  of  the  needy, 
and  did  a  great  work  in  helping  to  preserve  those  sentiments  of 
a. true  chivalry,  which  the  world  can  never  afford  to  let  die  out. 
In  the  16th  century,  by  the  modification  of  their  rules  and 
plans  of  action,  they  showed  an  appreciation  of  the  fact  that 
the  world  moves,  and  evinced  their  purpose  to  keep  in  the  van 
of  human  progress.  It  was  this  wise  spirit,  always  ready  to 
adapt  the  institution  to  the  changed  condition  of  things,  which 
kept  Templar  Masonry  from  falling  into  decay,  and  fixed  it  so 
firmly  in  its  present  position  of  honor  and  usefulness. 

Nor  do  I  hesitate  to  af!irm  that  life,  activity  and  progress  are 
stamped  upon  the  distinctive  ideas  of  these  knightly  orders. 
Is  any  question  made  regarding  the  nature  of  these  ideas? 
Can  there  be  any  doubt  concerning  the  engagements  and  prin- 
ciples of  a  society  founded  on  the  Christian  Religion  and  the 
practice  of  the  Christian  virtues?  Tiiey  are  nec^essarily  the  ideas 
of  Faith  and  Charity,  which  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  presents,  the  ideas  signified  by  that  revered  symbol  borne 
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on  our  banners,  and  fashioned  in  one  form  or  another  upon  the 
jewels  "and  equipments  of  our  order.  Can  there  be  any  doubt 
as  to  what  must  be  the  work  of  those  who  truly  follow  that 
sign  which  God  has  set  up  in  the  midst  of  human  history  as  an 
illustration  of  noblest  service  and  sacrifice  ?  Their  work  must 
be  whatever  tends  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  man. 
Templar  Masonry  does  not  live  for  itself  alone,  not  for  mere 
show  or  ornament,  not  to  preserve  intact  certain  old  formulas 
and  ceremonies,  but  it  lives  because  it  has  a  work  to  do  in  the 
community  and  in  the  world,  because  God  has  made  it  one  of 
the  gi-and  instrumentalities  by  which  the  well  being  of  human- 
ity is  to  be  advanced. 

I  desire  not  to  be  misuuderstood  in  these  statements,  for  I 
hold  as  strongly  as  does  any  one  to  a  genuine  masonic  conser- 
vatism, which  cannot  be  safely  departed  from  ;  but  in  my 
thought  this  conservatism  does  not  mean  bigotry,  darkness,  nor 
death.  I  do  not  regard  it  as  the  chief  end  of  our  institution  to 
crystalize  around  certain  old  forms  and  ceremonials,  as  though 
the  preservation  of  a  name,  a  memory,  a  ritual,  or  a  beautiful 
symbolism  was  the  highest  object  of  ambition.  I  can  under- 
stand how  changes  might  be  made,  excrescences  cut  off,  and  no 
hurt  come  to  the  institution.  It  lives,  not  be(;ause  of  its  ritual- 
ism, or  its  gathered  stores  of  legendaiy  art,  but  because  like  the 
religion  on  which  it  rests,  it  belongs  to  humanity  and  therefore 
cannot  be  allowed  to  perish  or  to  fall  into  decay.  "Stand  on 
the  old  w^ays,  yet  make  progress,"  is  a  good  motto.  Look  where 
the  light  shines  out  of  the  i)ast,  but  always  anticipate  some 
fresh  illumination.  Keep  abreast  of  time  in  thought  and  action, 
mindful  that  "  new  occasions  teach  new  duties,"  and  that  larger 
demands  iire  continually  imposed.  In  glowing  lines  the  poet 
describes  how  the  guiding  genius  of  Columbus  continually 
sounded  in  the  ear  of  the  brave  discoverer  as  he  sailed  over  the 
unknown  waters,  "  Ever  Westward,  Ever  to  the  West."  Some- 
thing in  the  same  way  I  would  have  the  call  ring  out,  bidding 
ail  Knights  Templars,  wliile  tliey  shall  stand  by  the  ancient 
land-marks  of  the  institution,  earnestly  to  strive  so  to  mould, 
adapt  and  use  its  forces  as  to  give  more  of  light  and  blessing  to 
the  world,  and  at  the  same  time,  gather  to  themselves  a  higher 
realization  of  those  ideals  of  life  and  character,  which  ouglit 
forever  to  attract  our  souls  aud  draw  them  heavenward. 
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The  age  of  chivalry  has  passed  away.  The  Crusader's  inarch 
is  ended.  No  more  will  pilgrim  warriors  go  forth  from  homes 
and  kindred  to  hattle  for  the  redemption  of  the  Holy  Tjand. 
The  spirit  of  enthusiasm — not  to  say  fanaticism — which  gavu 
rise  to  those  old  time  pilgrimages  and  campaigns  is  extinct. 
We  may  not  mourn  the  fact,  albeit  no  harm  can  come  in  the 
occasional  referring  to  those  heroic  ages,  to  those  valiant  Tem- 
plars so  justly  celebrated  in  the  ranks  of  the  Crusaders,  w^hose 
matchless  valor  has  shed  undying  lusti*e  upon  the  name  we 
bear,  and  whose  faith  and  fidelity  are  a  constant  source  of  inspi- 
mtion  to  the  world. 

Ours  is  a  different  and  a  morc  practical  age.  We  are  not 
culled  to  the  arduous  enterprises  and  the  great  sacrifices  of  the 
olden  times,  yet  the  work  we  have  to  do  demands  not  less  the 
spirit  of  Faith,  Zeal  and  a  true  Charity.  The  work  of  Templar- 
ism  here  and  now  calls  for  earnest  and  strong  men,  men  who 
will  not  shrink  from  anv  service  for  truth's  sake,  for  human- 
ity's  sake,  for  Christ's  sake.  Men  who  will  stand  for  the  right 
jiccording  to  the  pledges  they  have  taken,  even  though  tlu* 
earth  reels  and  the  heavens  totter. 

In  the  olden  time,  that  dearest  symbol  of  our  religion  was 
borne  aloft  on  the  bannei*s  of  the  Crusaders,  and  worn  on  the 
shoulders  of  those  heroic  knights  marshalled  by  Hugh  De  Pay- 
eus.  To  them  the  sign  of  the  Cross  was  the  symbol  of  self- 
denial  and  sacrifice,  a  cherished  emblem  of  such  power  that  it 
seemed  to  put  wings  to  their  feet,  tire  into  their  eyes,  and  un- 
failing counige  into  their  hearts.  They  proudly  flung  its  sign 
upon  the  winds  tis  they  marched  with  steady  tread  to  the  field 
of  battle.  Wheiv  it  waved  they  followed.  Around  its  stand- 
ard they  poured  out  their  blood  most  freelv,  and  made  full 
proof  of  their  knightly  courage  and  devotion. 

Surely  something  of  the  same  inspiration  should  still  go  forth 
from  this  sjuM-ed  symbol,  with  which  each  Templar  has  been 
so  solemnly  invested.  There  ought  to  Ik'  a  meaning  and  a 
power  in  this  sign  of  the  Cross  which  we  display  on  uplifted 
banner,  and  silken  sash,  and  graven  sword ;  and  to  which  we 
point  80  often  in  the  ceremonies  and  practices  of  our  order.  Let 
bnl  that  truth  which  the  sign  imparts  touch  our  hearts,  cjuickeu 


OF   MASSACHUSETTS   AND    RHODE   ISLAND.  57 

our  affections,  govern  onr  actions^  and  we  shall  go  forth  to  more 
noble  enterprises  and  conquests,  than  did  the  Templars  of  old. 

'*  For  inan's  life  is  the  Holy  Land ! 
We,  Lord,  Thy  Crusader  band  ! 
On  our  shield  Thy  crosv  we  bear, 
By  our  side  Thy  sword  we  wear, 
Shield  of  faith,  so  stout,  sastrong ! 
Sword  of  truth,  so  bright,  so  long !" 

At  the  close  of  the  foregoing  address,  which  was  receiv- 
ed with  much  satisfaction,  the  Te  Deum  Laudamus  was 
finely  chanted  by  the  choir,  (the  Temple  Quartette  of  Bos- 
ton.) 

The  benediction  was  invoked  by  the  E.  Grand  Prelate, 
and  the  Grand  Officers  retired. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  then  declared  the  Grand 
Commandery  adjourned  in  ample  form. 

At  the  invitation  of  the  E.  Commander  of  Natick  Com- 
mandery. the  Grand  Officers  repaired  to  the  banquet  hall, 
and  participated  with  the  knights  and  their  guests  in  a 
bountiful  eolation. 

The  interest  of  the  occasion  was  enhanced  by  the  pres- 
ence of  Milford  Commandery,  which  appeared  in  full  Tem- 
plar Costume,  to  welcome  the  new  Commandery  into  the 
roll  of  subordinates  within  this  jurisdiction. 

Several  brief,  but  interesting  speeches  were  made  dur- 
ing the  evening,  social  greetings  were  interchanged,  ap- 
parent joy  prevailed,  and  all  seemed  pleased  with  the 
good  cheer  and  good  will  which  characterized  the  entire 
ceremonies. 

ALFRED  F.  CHAPMAN, 
G^rancf  itecorder. 
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SPECIAL    ASSEMBLY, 

June  7,  1872. 

A  Special  Assembly  of  the  Grand  CommaDdery  of 
Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Rhode  Island^  was  held  in  Freemasons  Hall^ 
Charlestown,  Mass.,  on  Friday,  June  7,  1872,  at  8  o^elock, 
P.M. 

Grand  Officers  I^ resent, 

K.  E.  Sir  Nicholas  Van  Slyck      .    .    .  Grand  Cotuinauder. 

V.  E.  Sir  Charles  A.  Stott Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

£.  Sir  IIoRACK  Danielb Grand  Generalissimo. 

E.  Sir  Seth  C.  Ames  (leiing Grand  Captain  General. 

E.  Sir  Rev.  George  8.  Noyes    ....  Grand  Prelate. 

E.  Sir  Tracy  P.  Cheeveu Grand  Senior  Warden. 

E.  Sir  John  Dean Grand  Junior  Warden. 

K.  Sir  William  Parkman (4rjind  Treasurer. 

E.  Sir  Alfred  F.  Chapman (Ti-and  Recorder. 

R.  Sir  George  W.  Ray       Gmnd  Warder. 

The  Grand  Coiuinaiidery  was  formed  in  due  array,  and 
the  Grand  Asylum  was  opened  in  form,  for  the  purpose  of 
constituting  and  dedicating  Cu'ur  de  Lion  Comraandery 
and  installing  its  officers. 

The  lines  of  the  new  (^ommandery  were  formed  by  the 
Eminent  Grand  Senior  Warden ;  the  R.  E.  Grand  Com- 
mander and  Officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery  were  an- 
nounced bv  the  E.  Grand  Warder,  and  entered  the  Asvlum 
of  Cceur  de  Lion  Commandery,  where  they  were  received 
with  the  liouors  due  their  rank  au<l  station. 
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Coeur  de  Lion  Conimandery  of  Knights  Templrfrs  and 
the  Appendant  Orders  was  then  solemnly  constituted  and 
dedicated  in  due  and  ancient  form,  and  proclamation  there- 
of was  made  by  the  E.  Grand  Warder. 

The  official  obligation  was  then  administered  by  the  E. 
Grand  Prelate,  and  the  E.  E.  Grand  Commander,  assisted 
by  the  V.  E.  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  installed 

Sir  William  Hknry  Kknt             .    Eminent  Commander, 
Sir  William  Patterson    ....    Generalissimo. 
Sir  John  D.  Wilson       Captain  General, 

together  with  the  other  officers  into  their  respective  offi- 
ces, and  proclamation  was  made  thereof  by  the  E.  Grand 
Warder. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  then  delivered  the  follow- 
ing 

ADDRESS. 

>Str  Knights  of  Cwnr  De  Lion  : 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  wonder  that  Charlestown  has  not 
liefore  this  had  an  organized  body  of  Knights  Templars.  This 
want  has  now  been  supplied.  Yon  are  now-  invested  with  all 
the  authority  and  power  that  belongs  to  any  chartered  com- 
mandery  Jind  from  now  lienceforth  are  to  be  held  responsible 
for  the  good  repute  of  Templar  masonry  in  this  the  most  classic 
part  of  the  old  Commonwealth.  Here  should  be  cultivated 
and  always  found  feelings  the  most  lofty,  whether  of  patriot- 
ism or  of  chivalry.  The  memory  of  deeds  performed  by  our 
ancestors  in  this  vicinity  should  inspire  your  liearts  with  joy. 
pride  and  gratitude ;  w^ith  joy  that  their  manhood  was  made 
manifest  in  resistance  to  wrong  and  oppression,  with  pride  that 
their  work  was  so  gloriously  efided,  and  with  gratitude  that 
by  the  blessing  of  Almighty  Ood  it  eventuated  in  giving 
liberty  to  our  great  and  much  beloved  country.  These  memo- 
ries should  also  inspire  you  as  knights  to  perform  deeds  worthy 
of  men  forming  in  part,  "an  institution  founded  upon  the 
C'hristian  religion  and  the  practice  of  the  Christian  virtnes*'- 
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you  have  taken  as  a  uame  the  cognomen  of  one  who  is  the 
most  celebrated  for  feats  of  arms  and  deeds  of  daring  among 
all  those  whose  names  have  come  down  to  us  in  history,  and 
have  appropriately  taken  it,  because  not  only  of  his  renown  as 
a  gallant  knight  but  because  all  of  that  part  of  his  reputation 
we  love  to  dwell  upon  was  won  when  in  connection  with 
Knights  Templars,  he  strove  for  the  redemption  of  the  Holy 
Land  from  the  control  of  the  infidel ;  for  the  rescue  of  the 
sepulchre  of  our  Saviour  from  the  Saraceus  and  its  restoration 
to  Christendom  ;  that  again  the  Christian  might  be  permitted 
to  visit  the  Holy  shrine  and  there  offer  his  devotions  to  our 
departed  Lord.  That  portion  of  his  life  was  animated  by  the 
same  spirit  that  animated  those  that  gave  birth  to  and  perpet- 
uated the  order  of  the  Temple.  "  The  Holy  Land  I  what  man- 
ifold associations  cluster  around  that  little  spot  of  earth  on 
which  break  the  blue  waves  of  the  Mediteranean  where  thev 
reach  their  eastermost  limit ;  memories  the  most  sacred,  the 
most  tender  and  the  most  thrilling,  cause  the  very  name  to  call 
up  before  us  a  vista  of  the  past  such  as  no  other  land  possesst^s : 
*  *  *  what  a  history  that  land  has  seen  of  peace  and  of  tur- 
moil; of  freedom,  and  of  bondage;  of  glory  and  of  shame! 
across  it  has  the  tide  of  conquest  rolled  in  every  age  ;  its  plains 
have  been  enriched  by  the  blood  of  many  a  different  race.  Jt 
lies  before  us  as  we  think  of  it,  now  in  the  sunshine  of  the  davs* 
when  Ruth  gleaned  in  its  fields,  now  in  the  splendor  of  Solo- 
mon's rule,  and  then  we  see  its  condition  portrayed  in  that 
medal  which  the  Roman  victors  struck  where  at  the  foot  of  a 
lonely  palm  a  weeping  maiden  sits,  and  beneath  which  we  wad 
the  mournful  words :    '  Judea  Capta.' 

How  many  feet  have  sought  that  land !  the  pathways  to  it 
from  every  part  of  earth  have  been  worn  by  the  staves  and  the 
footsteps  of  pilgrims.  In  the  front  we  see  the  venerable  form 
of  him  who  *  when  he  was  called  to  go  out  into  a  place  which 
he  should  after  receive  for  an  inheritance  obeyed,  and  he  went 
out  not  knowing  whither  he  went.'  Thence  down  to  these 
busier  times  stretches  the  long  procession  of  those  that  have 
travelled  far  to  kneel  and  to  dwell  on  soil  that  to  the  pious 
heart  is  like  no  other  soil.  And  Jis  it  has  been  in  the  past  it 
will  be  in  the  future.     Oldest  shrines  may  be  deserted,  supersti- 
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fcion  may  pass  away,  but  the  sense  of  reverence  and  the  power 
of  association  will  never  so  far  perish  that  they  who  have  the 
Bible  will  no  longer  care  to  visit  the  Holy  Land." 

The  author  of  these  beautiful  lines,*  also  savs : 
"During  eighty-eight  years  Palestine  had  been  in  the  hands 
of  the  Crusaders,  and  Christian  kings  had  ruled  in  Jerusalem. 
But  this  episode  of  romance  and  of  glory  was  ended,  when  in 
1187  Saladin  routed  the  Christian  armies  at  Tiberias  after 
which  all  the  land  was  subdued  save  a  few  strongholds  over 
which  there  still  rose  tlie  banner  of  the  Crusaders.  This  catas- 
trophy  awakened  grief  and  consternation  throughout  Europe, 
and  at  once  the  third  crusade  was  undertaken  by  the  Germans 
under  Barbarossa,  and  the  English  under  Cceur  de  Lion.  The 
exploits  of  the  two  allied  armies  revived  for  awhile  the  droop- 
ing hopes  of  the  Christians,  but  soon  there  arose  perfidy  at 
home  and  treason  in  the  camp.  These  did  as  much  to  render 
fruitless  the  achievements  of  Richard  as  did  the  power  and  skill 
of  Saladin.  Consequently  at  the  end  of  the  campaign  the 
cresent  waved  as  defiantly  as  ever  over  the  land  of  Israel.'' 

This  epitomizes  a  period  in  the  history  of  the  Holy  Land 
fraught  with  more  of  interest  than  is  contained  in  any  equal 
period  of  history,  and  by  following  this  history  closely  the 
student  can  obtain  a  better  knowledge  arid  appreciation  not 
only  of  the  enthusiasm  that  buoyed  up  Christendom  in  the  long 
struggle  for  the  possession  of  Palestine,  and  the  superstitions 
that  impelled  the  M(>slem  to  resist  its  attempts  but  of  the  char- 
jicteristics  of  Richard  of  England.  What  a  man  I  what  of 
danger  could  deter  him,  what  of  suffering  could  discourage  him, 
what  of  difficulty  could  dismay  him  ?  Indeed  danger,  suffer- 
ing and  difficulty  not  only  did  not  cause  him  to  look  backward, 
but  on  the  other  hand  acted  only  as  incentives  to  urge  him  on 
to  more  difficult  tasks,  to  more  dangerous  enterprises,  to  more 
undaunted  zeal.  You  may  call  it  fanaticism,  superstition, 
what  you  will.  Yet  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  acts  of  this 
hero  king  of  England  were  (except  when  influenced  by  sudden 
passion)  always  in  accord  with  his  daily  profession  of  belief  in 
Christ  and  desire  for  the  restoration  of  Jerusalem.     How  mag- 


•The  "  Chiltlren's  Crusades,"  by  Georsre  Znbriskie  Gray. 
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niiicent  are  hie  deeds !  even  his  errors  are  covered  by  the  golden 
hues  of  his  unsurpassed  bravery.  "He  had  the  valor  of  Hector, 
the  magnanimity  of  Achilles  and  was  equal  to  Alexander  and 
not  inferior  to  Roland  in  valor ;"  nay  he  outshone  in  personal 
characteristics  the  illustrious  characters  of  all  times.  **  He  was 
as  liberal  as  the  liberal  Titus/'  and  could  claim  the  eloquence  of 
the  "  Silver  tongued  Nestor/'  and  withal  prudent  save  when 
as  would  happen,  a  tempest  of  passion  would  bear  away  all  else. 
Presumptious  he  was ;  could  he  be  otherwise,  never  knowing 
defeat  ?  He  was  never  Overwhelmed  by  adversity ;  never  suffered 
an  injury  without  instant  reprisal  ;  was  never  outshone  in 
prowess  in  battle;  and  superior  to  all.  not  only  in  moral  good- 
ness but  in  strength  of  arms  that  carried  him  beyond  all  men  in 
the  time  of  danger.  Happy,  thrice  happy  would  have  been  those 
loving  the  cause  in  which  he  was  engaged,  could  envy  have 
V>een  removed  from  the  hearts  of  those  who  had  enlisted  under 
the  banner  of  the  Cross,  and  yet  whose  only  cause  of  envy  lay 
in  the  glory  of  his  valiant  deeds  and  the  magnificence  of  his 
l)rilliant  achievements.  Could  he  have  been  sustained  by  all 
enlisted  under  tliat  same  banner  of  the  Cross  with  that  same 
singleness  of  purjwse  that  actuated  his  own  bosom,  the  Chris- 
tian world  would  not  have  been  called  upon  to  weep  over  the 
substantial  failure  of  the  Third  Crusade,  but  rather  privileged 
to  sing  pa3ns  of  joy  over  a  restored  sepulchre. 

No  higher,  tributes  to  the  virtue  and  prowess  of  the  king  of 
England  have  ever  been  given  than  those  contributed  by  his 
enemies  in  war,  the  more  of  value  bec^iuse  of  their  interest 
rather  to  malign. 

Saffatin,a  brother  of  Saladin.  when  he  had  been  two  vears  in 
the  east  and  the  privations  and  sufferings  of  the  campaign 
together  with  the  climate,  finally  so  preyed  ujx)n  his  constitu- 
tion that  the  king  was  sick,  upon  being  refused  admittance  lo 
his  presence  (for  it  was  feared  to  permit  the  Moslem  to  knoM' 
(►f  his  sickness,  lest  the  fear  of  his  arm  being  removed  Saladin 
would  wipe  out  the  Christian  army,)  thus  among  other  things 
said : 

"  I  jierceive  that  you  are  greatly  afflicted  nor  am  I  ignorant 
of  the  cause.  My  friend,  your  king,  is  sick,  and  therefore  you 
close  his  doors  to  me."     And  falling  into  tears,  with  his  whole 
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heart  he  exclaimed,  ^^0  God  of  the  Christians,  if  Thou  be  a  God, 
do  not  suffer  such  a  man  so  necessary  to  Thy  people  to  fall  so 
suddenly !"  "  In  truth  I  forewarn  you  that  if  the  king  should 
die  while  things  stand  as  they  are  at  present,  all  yon  Christians 
will  perish  and  all  this  region  will  in  time  to  come  be  ours 
without  contest  ♦  *  *  But  that  king  of  all  tlie  princes  of 
the  Christian  name  whom  the  round  circle  of  the  whole  world 
encompasses  is  alone  worthy  of  the  honor  of  a  captain  and  the 
name  of  a  king,  because  he  commenced  well  and  went  on  better 
and  will  be  crowned  by  the  most  prosperous  results  if  only  he 
shall  remain  with  you  a  short  time. 

*'  It  is  not  a  new  thing  for  us  to  dread  the  English,  for  famt* 
reported  to  us  his  father  to  be  such  that  had  he  come  even 
unarmed  to  our  parts  we  should  all  have  fled  though  armed. 
Nor  would  it  have  appeared  inglorious  to  us  to  be  pnt  to  flight 
by  him.  He  our  terror,  a  wonderful  man  in  his  day,  is  dead  : 
but  like  the  Phoenix  renewed  himself  a  thousand  times  better 
in  his  son.  It  was  not  unknown  to  us  how  great  that  Richard 
was  even  while  his  father  lived."     *     *     * 

•*  His  valor  unable  to  rest  in  one  place  proceeded  through  a 
boundless  region  and  everywhere  left  trophies  of  his  courage. 
We  questioned  among  ourselves  whether  he  made  retuly  to  sub-, 
due  for  his  God,  the  Land  of  Promise  only,  or,  at  the  same 
time  to  take  the  whole  world  for  himself.  Who  shall  worthily 
relate  the  capture  of  Cyprus  ?^  Verily  had  the  island  of  Cyprus 
l>een  close  to  Egypt  and  had  my  brother  Saladin  subdued  it  in 
ien  years,  his  name  would  have  been  reckoned  by  the  people 
among  the  names  of  the  gods.  When,  however  we  at  last  per- 
ceived that  he  overthrew  whatever  resisted  his  purpose,  our 
hearts  were  melted  as  the  hoar  frost  melts  at  the  appearance  of 
the  approaching  sun,  forasmuch  as  it  was  said  of  him  that  he 
ate  his  enemies  alive.  And  if  he  were  not  presently  on  the 
very  day  of  his  arrival  before  Acre  received  freely  into  the  city 
with  open  gates,  fear  alone  was  the  cause."  Again  further  on, 
when  speaking  of  the  ability  of  £ichard  to  have  gone  to  Jeru- 
;«alem  after  the  fall  of  Acre,  he  says : 

"  But  thanks  be  to  God ;  he  was  burdened  with  the  king  of 
the  French  and  hindered  bv  hira  like  a  cat  with  a  hammer  tied 
to  its  tail.    To  conclude,  we  though  his  rivals,  see  nothing  in 
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Richard  that  we  cau  find  fault  with  but  his  valor ;  nothing  to 
hate  but  his  experience  in  war.  But  what  glory  is  there  in 
fighting  with  a  sick  man  ?  Aiid  although  this  very  morning  I 
could  have  wished  that  both  you  and  he  had  all  received  your 
final  doom,  now  I  compassionate  you  on  account  of  your  king's 
illness.  I  will  either  obtain  for  you  a  settled  peace  with  my 
brother  or  at  least  a  good  and  durable  truce.  But  until  I 
return  to  you,  do  not  by  any  means  speak  of  it  to  the  king, 
lest  if  he  should  be  excited  he  may  get  worse,  for  he  is  of  so 
lofty  and  impatient  a  disposition  that  even  though  he  should 
needs  presently  die  he  would  not  consent  to  an  arrangement 
without  seeing  the  advantage  on  his  side.'' 

With  this  sickness,  from  which  it  is  said  he  recovered  be- 
cause of  his  joy  upon  hearing  of  the  dangerous  illness  and  sub- 
sequently the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  ended  his  career 
in  Palestine,  as  shortly  after  his  recovery  that  famous  truce  for 
the  space  of  "three  years,  three  months,  three  weeks,  three 
days  and  three  hours"  was  signed,  and  he  embarked  for  En- 
gland. 

When  again  Saladiu  reproached  and  derided  his  Admirals 
because  of  the  defeat  of  his  choicest  troops  by  the  Christians, 
one  of  them  as  a  reason  for  such  .defeat,  and  a  defence  therefor, 
said  :  **  Most  Sacred  Sultan,  saving  your  Majesty,  this  charge 
is  unjust;  for  we  fought  with  all  our  strength  against  the 
Franks,  and  did  our  best  to  destroy  tht^m:  we  met  their  fiercest 
attacks  but  it  was  of  no  avail ;  they  are  armed  in  impenetrable 
armor,  which  no  weapon  can  pierce,  so  that  all  our  blows  fell 
as  it  were  upon  a  rock  of  flint.  And  further,  there  is  one 
among  their  number  superior  to  any  man  we  have  ever  seen; 
he  always  chargejj  before  the  rest,  slaying  and  destroying  our 
men ;  he  is  the  first  in  every  enterprise  and  is  a  most  brave 
and  excellent  soldier;  no  one  can  resist  him  or  escape  out  of 
his  hands;  they  call  him  Melech  Ric  (King  Richard.)  Such  a 
king  as  he  seems  born  to  command  the  whole  earth  ;  what  then 
(M3uld  we  do  more,  against  so  formidable  an  enemy  ?"  And 
agcain  afterwards,  when  Saladin  ridiculed  his  men  for  having 
boasted  that  they  would  seize  King  Richard  and  having  failed 
in  their  enterprise,  one  replied:  "In  truth  my  Lord,  Melech 
llicliard  about  whom  you  ask,  is  not  here;    we  have  never 
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heard  since  the  beginning  of  the  world,  that  there  ever  wae  such 
a  knight  so  brave^  and  so  experienced  in  arms.  In  every  deed 
at  arms  he  is  ever  the  foremost ;  in  deeds  he  is  without  a  rival; 
the  first  to  advance,  the  last  to  retreat;  we  did  our  best  to 
seize  him,  but  in  vain,  for  no  one  can  escape  from  his  sword ; 
his  attack  is  fearful ;  to  engage  with  him  is  fatal,  and  his  deeds 
are  beyond  human  nature." 

But  enough  of  this  to  show  the  appreciation  of  his  prowess 
and  valor  by  his  foes,  the  best  tribute  that  can  be  paid  there- 
unto. 

Not  only  was  Richard  great  in  arms,  but  also  eloquence  may 
be  claimed  for  him.  Of  this  gift  there  are  upon  record  several 
notable  examples.    I  cannot  refrain  from  giving  one. 

When  surprised  by  the  Menelones  and  Cordivi,  taken  at  a 
great  disadvantage,  and  when  it  seemed  that  naught  could 
save  the  soldiers  of  the  Gross,  he  of  the  lion  heart  undismay- 
ed by  surrounding  dangers,  unfearing  the  almost  innumerable 
hosts  arrayed  against  him,  arranged  his  few  men  as  best  he  could 
by  reason  of  the  little  time  given  for  that  purpose,  and  with 
the  savage  foe  already  commencing  the  attack,  and  when  it 
seemed  to  all  that  that  death  which  all  good  knights  are  pre- 
pared to  meet  with  honor  was  upon  them,  ran  along  the  ranks 
exhorting  his  men  in  these  words,  ^^  Courage  my  brave  men 
and.  let  not  the  attack  of  the  enemy  disturb  you.  Bear  up 
against  the  frowns  of  fortune  and  you  will  rise  above  them. 
Everything  may  be  borne  by  brave  men ;  adversity  sheds  a 
light  upon  the  virtues  of  mankind  as  certainly  as  prosperity 
casts  over  them  a  shade ;  there  is  no  room  for  flight,  for  the 
enemy  surrounds  us  and  to  attempt  to  flee  is  to  provoke  cer- 
tain death.  Be  brave  therefore,  and  let  the  urgency  of  the 
case  sharpen  up  your  valor ;  brave  men  should  either  conquer 
nobly,  or  gloriously  die.  Martyrdom  is  a  boon  which  we 
should  receive  with  willing  minds,  but  before  we  die,  let  us 
whilst  still  alive  do  what  may  avenge  our  deaths,  giving  thanks 
to  Ood  that  it  has  been  our  lot  to  die  martyrs.  This  will  be 
the  end  of  our  labors ;  the  termination  of  our  life  and  of  our 
battles." 

Who  can  tell  but  that  these  grand  words  had  as  much  to  do 

with  saving  that  gallant  band,  as  did  the  invincible  sword  of 
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the  speaker.  The  calm  philosophy  evinced,  the  noble  senti- 
ments contained,  the  invincible  spirit  displayed,  and  the  glo- 
rious reward  brought  to  their  view,  must  have  nerved  every 
arm,  given  strength  to  every  blow,  buoyed  up  every  spirit, 
and  all  gave  a  victory  to  the  Christian  arms,  unequalled  in 
the  annals  of  even  that  most  wonderful  warfare. 

When  again  envy  and  malice  caused  him  to  be  arraigned  be- 
fore the  Diet  of  the  German  Empire  at  Worms,  accused  of  the 
most  vile  crimes,  when  that  acme  of  meanness  was  reached,  he 
so  conducted  himself  that  Hume,  after  giving  a  skeleton  of  what 
he  said,  remarks :  *'The  spirit  and  eloquence  of  Richard  made 
such  an  impression  on  the  German  princes,  that  they  exclaim- 
ed loudly  against  the  conduct  of  the  Emperor." 

But  time  will  not  permit  a  further  consideration  of  this  won- 
derful gift  of  Richard  Ca3ur  de  Lion. 

It  seems  strange,  and  is  a  sad  commentary  upon  human  na- 
ture, that  notwithstanding  all  the  sacrifices  he  made,  and  all 
the  blows  he  struck  a«^ainst  the  Infidel,  and  the  grandeur  of  his 
achievements,  that  those  who  should  have  been  first  among  his 
defenders,  should  have  caused  him  not  only  to  be  imprisoned, 
but  to  be  reduced  to  a  condition  worse  than  the  meanest  male- 
factor. Not  only  this,  but  what  is  far  more  difficult  for  a  proud 
spirit  to  bear,  they  caused  to  be  spread  abroad  the  most  foul 
stories,  whereby  he  was  pictured  as  having  been  guilty  of  the 
basest  and  most  heinous  crimes.  Many  of  these  reports  how- 
ever, carried  their  own  antidotes  with  them,  as  their  very 
extravagance  and  sometimes  their  impossibility,  furnished  suf- 
ficient evidence  of  their  falsity,  and  all  others  that  impeached 
the  honor  of  Richard,  have  been  met  by  proof  that  leaves  the 
world  believing  in  his  nobleness  and  honor.  Neither  his  shield 
nor  his  sword  was  more  bright  when  they  glistened  in  the  sun 
before  the  faces  of  that  foe  which  it  was  his  greatest  delight  to 
meet  in  honorable  combat,  and  who,  though  they  feared  yet 
honored  and  admired  him,  than  is  now  the  glory  of  that  repu- 
tation, refined  by  the  lapse  of  ages  through  which  it  has  passed, 
not  lessened  by  that  time,  nor  eclipsed  by  the  personal  deeds 
of  any  other.  Other  men  have  been  entitled  to  more  praise, 
have  done  more  for  the  benefit  of  the  world  and  the  cause  of 
religion,  but  none  have  exceeded  him  in  the  singleness  of  pur- 
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pose  that  actaated  him  in  the  part  he  took  in  the  Crusades, 
nor  in  the  bravery  he  displayed,  and  none  have  equalled  him 
in  personal  feats  of  arms.  Although  nearly  seven  hundred 
years  have  rolled  by  since  he  lost  his  life  before  the  Castle  of 
Chaluz  near  Limoges,  still  the  mere  title  **Coeur  de  Lion"  desig- 
nates him  and  him  alone,  an  evidence  of  the  impress  he  made 
upon  his  time.  Aye,  to-day  the  most  prominent  figure  of  all 
that  took  part  in  the  Crusades,  is  that  of  Richard  of  England. 

And  now,  brethren,  here  upon  this  Western  Continent,  un- 
known even  to  the  Europeans  of  his  day,  you  have  named  for 
him  a  Comniandery  of  Knights  Templars;  here  among  a  peo- 
ple mostly  descended  from  thnt  same  people  over  which  he 
reigned,  and  distinguished  by  many  of  the  better  characteris- 
tics of  that  same  people,  here  ^here  less  than  a  century  ago 
those  same  descendants  met  in  fratricidal  strife,  contesting  not 
for  the  mere  last  earthly  resting  place  of  our  blessed  Saviour,  but 
for  the  establishment  of  those  principles  that  have  elevated  and 
ennobled  our  race,  and  the  end  of  which  contest  firmly  estab- 
lished and  spread  those  principles  that  Christ  came  upon  earth 
to  disseminate,  and  that  give  everlasting  life. 

Avoid  the  arrogance  that  was  a  portion  of  that  Richard's 
character  and  emulate  his  virtues.  Make  as  bold  a  fight  for 
truth  and  the  right  as  he  made  for  the  banner  of  the  Cross. 
Wherever  you  find  its  enemy  strike  even  unto  its  destruction. 
Ever  bear  with  you  those  noble  words  I  have  quoted:  "Courage 
my  brave  men  and  let  not  the  atuick  of  the  enemy  disturb  you." 
"Bear  up  against  the  frowns  of  fortune  and  you  will  rise  above 
them.  Everything  may  be  borne  by  brave  men;  adversity  sheds 
a  light  upon  the  virtues  of  mankind  as  certainly  as  prosperity 
casts  ov'er  them  a  shade.  Brave  men  should  either  conquer 
nobly  or  gloriously  die." 

Your  destiny  is  now  in  your  own  hands;  see  to  it  that  you 
are  created  for  good ;  that  you  adorn  our  noble  order  by  your 
practice  of  the  Christian  virtues. 

And  now  my  worth v  Sir  Knights,  I  would  address  you  in 
the  language  of  David  to  his  beloved  city  :  "  Peace  be  within 
thy  walls  and  prosperity  within  thy  palaces!"  "For  my  breth- 
ren aud  companions'  sake,  I  will  now  saj^,  Peace  be  with  thee!" 
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The  foregoing  address  was  received  with  much  approba- 
tion by  all  present ;  at  the  close  of  which  E.  Commander 
Kent  stated  that  it  had  been  concluded  by  the  members  of 
bis  command,  to  have  the  ceremonies  of  the  evening  per- 
formed in  the  presence  only  of  knights ;  he  also  express- 
ed his  gratification  at  the  happy  result,  and  concluded  by 
inviting  the  Grand  Officers  to  unite  with  them  at  a  ban- 
quet. 

The  benediction  was  then  pronounced  by  the  E.  Grand 
Prelate ;  the  Grand  Officers  then  retired  to  the  Grand  Asy- 
lum, which  was  forthwith  declared  by  the  R.  E.  Grand 
Commander  adjourned. 

ALFRED  F.  CHAPMAN, 

Chrand  Recorder. 
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ANNUAL    ASSEMBLY, 

October  25,  1872. 

The  Sixty-Sbcond  Annual  Absembly  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders 
of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  was  held  in  Masons' 
Hall,  in  the  city  of  Providence,  on  Friday,  October  25th, 
A.  D.  1872,  A.  0.  754. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  formed  in  due  array,  and 
the  Grand  Asylum  was  opened  in  ample  form  at  2  o'clock, 
P.M. 

The  Sir  Knights  were  ordered  to  their  devotions,  and 
prayer  was  offered  by  the  E.  Grand  Prelate,  Sir  Rev.  George 
S.  Noyes. 

Graivd  Officers  Present. 

8ir  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,    .    .    .    .  R.  £.  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Charles  A.  Stott, V.  E.  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Horace  Daniels, £.  Grand  GeneralisHimo. 

Sir  Henrt  Chickering, E.  Grand  Captain-General. 

Sir  Rev.  George  S.  Notes,  .    .    .    .  E.  Grand  Prelate. 

Sir  Tracy  P.  Cheeyer, E.  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  John  Dean, E.  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  William  Parkman, E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  Alfred  F.  Chapman,     .    .    .    .  E.  Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  Stafford  W.  Razee,      .    .    .    .  E.  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  William  Sutton, E.  Grand  Standard-Bearer. 

Sir  George  W.  Rat, E.  Grand  Warder. 

Sir  George  E.  Stacy, E.  Grand  Captain  of  Guards. 

Sir  Frederic  A.  Pierce,  (acting,)    .  Grand  Sentinel. 
Sir  Edward  L.  Freeman,    .    .    .    •  Urand  Lecturers. 

Sir  £.  Dana  Bai^croft, > 


(( 
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P&nnanent  Members,  being  Past  Grand  Officers. 

E  Sir  Charles  W.  Moore,  E.  Sir  William  W.  Baker, 
WiNSLOw  Lewis,  "      Benjamin  Dean, 

William  Ellison,  "      Thomas  A.  Doyle, 

"      William  8.  Gardner,  "      William  B.  Blandino. 

"      Kev.  Charles  H.  Titus, 

Members^  being  Past  E.  Commanders,  not  elsewhere  represented. 

Sir  S.  8.  GiNNODo,  Sir  M.  Williams, 

"  John  Shepley,  "  William  H.  Phipps, 

"  Spencer  P.  Read,  **  Levi  L.  Webster, 

"  James  H.  Allen,  "  Edwin  J.  Nightingale, 

"  Wyzeman  Marshall,  "  Sullivan  W.  Huntley, 

"  Nathan  H.  Gould,  **  Lorin  L.  Fuller, 

"  John  Eldred,  "   D.  McBean  Thaxter, 

"  Rev.  John  W.  Dadmun,  "  Moses  P.  Roberts, 

*•  S.  J.  M.  Homer,  "  James  C.  Tucker. 

The  records  of  the  Semi-Annual  and  three  Special 
Assemblies  having  been  printed  and  distributed,  if  was 
ordered  that  the  reading  be  dispensed  with. 

The  following  report  was  submitted : 

In  Grand  Commandery  op  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island, 

October  25,  1872. 

The  committee  to  wliom  was  referred  so  much  of  R.  E.  Grand  Com- 
mander's address,  submitted  at  the  Semi-Annual  Assembiy  in  May  last, 
as  relates  to  the  form  of  applicution  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood,  have 
attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them  and  would  respectfully  report : 

We  recommend  that  the  following  be  ordered  as  the  form  of  petition 
to  be  adopted  and  used  by  the  several  Commanderies  under  this  jurisdic- 
tion : 

[FORM    OF    PETITION.] 

To  the  Eminent  Commander  and  Members  of Commander^' 

of  Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders  of , 

The  subscriber,  a  Companion  Royal  Arcli  Mason,  is  desirous,  if  found 
worthy,  to  be  admitted  to  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  in  your  Com- 
mandery. 

Residence 

Age 

Occupation 
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When  and  in  what  Lodge  made  a  Master  Mason 


When  and  in  what  Chapter  exalted  to  the  degree  of 

Royal  Arch  Mason 

Of  what  Lodge  now  a  member 

Of  what  Chapter  now  a  member 

I  have before  applied  for  these  Orders  of  Knighthood. 

Signed, 


Date, 


REGOMMENDATXON. 

I, ' ,  a  member  of Commandery 

aforesaid,  hereby  recommend  said  Companion for  admis- 
sion to  .the  Orders  of  Knighthood. 

Signed, ,... 

It  is  also  Ordered, 

That  should  it  appear  tliat  the  applicant  has  before  applied  for  the 
Orders  in  any  commandery  other  than  the  one  to  which  he  now  applies, 
it  shall  not  be  competent  for  the  commandery  to  act  upon  the  applica- 
tion unless  it  be  accompanied  by  the  written  consent  of  such  command- 
ery duly  attested,  if  within  our  jurisdiction  ;  and  if  without  our  jurisdic- 
tion, the  consent  in  writing  of  the  Grand  Commander  of  the  State  in 
which  such  commandery  shall  be  situated. 

CHARLES  H.  TITUS. 

Z.  L.  BICKNELL, 

For  the  Committee. 

On  motion  it  was 

Vottdy  That  the  report  be  accepted,  and  that  the  recommendation  and 
order  be  adopted. 

The  following  report  was  submitted : 

In  Grand  Commandery, 

Providence,  R.  I.,  Oct.  25, 1872. 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  R.  E.  Grand 
Commander's  address  at  the  last  Semi-Annual  session,  "as  relates  to  an 
amendment  of  the  Grand  Constitution  in  reference  to  permitting  the 
Grand  Commander  to  designate  Grand  Lecturers,  as  well  as  members  of 
his  Council  to  visit  and  examine  subordinate  commanderies,"  have  con- 
sidered the  subject,  and  respectfully  report: 
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In  view  of  the  increasing  number  of  commanderies  to  be  visited,  the 
desirableness  frequently  of  their  receivinf?  instruction  in  the  Ritual,  and 
for  the  reasons  more  fully  set  forth  in  the  Grand  Commander's  address, 
we  respectfully  recommend  that  Section  8  of  the  Grand  Constitution,  be 
amended  by  adding  to  it  at  the  close  of  the  third  paragraph, — 

"Provided,  however,  that  when  in  the  judgment  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mander the  interests  of  the  institution  will  be  promoted  thereby,  he  may 
designate  one  of  the  Grand  Lecturers  to  make  such  visit  and  report  to 

him." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  CHICKERING, 
HORACE  DANIELS, 
FRANCELLO  G.  JILLSON. 

On  motion,  it  was  unanimously 

Votedj  That  the  report  be  accepted  and  the  recommendation  adopted. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  appointed  Sirs  Edwin  Baker, 
Albert  H.  Cushman,  and  John  P.  Luther,  a  Committee  on 
Credentials. 


REPORT  OF  GRAND  RECORDER. 

To  the  Grand  Oammandery  of  Knights  Teniplars  and  the  Ap- 
pendant Orders  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

In  previous  reports  made  by  me,  I  have  called  attention  to 
the  growing  importance  of  the  printed  proceedings  of  this  and 
other  Grand  Commanderies.  The  continual  applications  made 
by  library  committees,  by  librarians,  and  by  individuals,  for 
these  in  whole  or  in  part,  show  the  value  attached  to  them,  and 
exemplifies  the  wisdom  of  preserving  from  waste  or  destruction 
all  printed  Masonic  matter  in  such  places  as  are  likely  to  be 
permanent  in  character. 

In  addition  to  libraries  named  in  previous  years,  I  can  now 
furnish  to  that  of  Brown  University,  in  Providence,  a  complete 
copy  of  the  printed  proceedings  of  this  grand  body.  With  the 
assistance  of  E.  Sir  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  who  is  ever  ready  to 
assist,  as  well  as  to  defend  his  fellows,  I  can  now  make  a  com- 
plete copy  for  each  of  the  new  Grand  Commanderies  of  Arkan- 
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sas  and  Nebraska,  and  also,  at  the  request  of  V.  E.  Sir  Benjamin 
Dean,  I  can  furnish  a  copy  for  the  South  Boston  branch  of  the 
Public  Library  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

I  have  assisted  individuals  as  well  as  I  could  in  completing 
private  collections,  though  it  is  next  to  impossible  now  to  fur- 
nish a  copy  of  the  date  of  1864,  and  those  of  1865  and  1866  are 
becoming  almost  as  rare. 

By  authority  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  a  suitable  case 
has  been  secured,  in  which  all  duplicate  copies  of  the  printed 
proceedings  of  the  several  Grand  Commanderies  are  placed, 
together  with  other  priuted  matter,  given  in  the  hope  that  a 
Masonic  Library  will  be  collected,  relating  in  particular  to 
Knight  Templarism,  and  which  shall  be  alike  creditable  and 
honorable  to  this  Grand  Commandery.  I  have  as  yet  been 
unable  to  complete  a  catalogue  of  the  collection,  but  when  this 
is  done,  it  will  be  easier  to  exchange  duplicates  for  others,  and 
thus  increase  its  usefulness  and  value. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  any  Sir  Knight  so  disposed  can 
assist  in  building  up  this  library  by  contributing  Masonic 
books  or  pamphlets. 

On  the  16th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1871,  A.  0.  753,  author- 
ity was  given  by  the  Grand  Master  of  Knights  Templars  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  to  four  commanderies  existing  in 
the  State  of  Nebraska,  to  form  a  Grand  Commandery  for  said 
State;  and  on  the  28th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1871,  A.  0. 
753,  the  "Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars  of  the 
State  of  Nebraska,"  was  regularly  organized,  and  a  constitution 
adopted. 

On  February  /i4th,  A.  D.  1872,  A.  0.  754,  authority  was  given 
by  the  <3rand  Master  of  Templars  in  the  United  States,  to  four 
commanderies,  working  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  to  form  a 
Grand  Commandery  for  that  State.  Accordingly,  on  March 
23d,  A.  D.  1872,  A.  0.  754,  a  convention  was  held  in  Fort 
Smith,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  under  the  above  authority, 
a  constitution  was  adopted,  and  the  "  Grand  Commandery  of 
Knights  Templars  of  Arkansas,*'  was  proclaimed  constitution- 
ally organized. 
10 
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During  the  year  proper  Charters  have  been  prepared  for 
Trinity  Commandery,  at  Hudson,  Mass.,  for  Natick  Command- 
ery,  at  Niitick,  Mass.,  and  for  Coeur  de  Lion  Commandery,  at 
Charlestown,  Mass.,  together  with  a  Dispensation  issued  May 
17th,  1873,  to  Getlisemane  Commandery,  at  Newtonville,  Mass. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  charters  of  the  several  com- 
manderies,  made  prior  to  the  last  three  years,  are  not  uniform 
in  their  text,  I  have  thought  it  wise  to  try  and  procure  copies 
of  each,  to  be  preserved  in  the  archives  of  this  grand  body. 
This  has  not  yet  been  crowned  with  success,  but  no  doubt  can 
be,  because  of  its  evident  advantages. 

The  book  of  records  in  use  for  the  last  three  years  is  so  nearly 
filled  that  there  is  not  sufficient  space  left  in  it  to  record  the 
proceedings  of  this  Assembly.  This  completes  the  third  book 
of  records  of  this  Graud  Commandery.  These,  with  other  val- 
uable papers,  are  deposited  in  the  "  fire-proof  safe  "  which  you 
gave  me  authority  to  purchase  at  the  Annual  Assembly  in 
1871. 

The  reports  of  the  several  Grand  Recorders  aud  Committees 
on  Foreign  Correspondence,  show  that  prosperity  is  the  rule 
with  all;  few,  if  any,  derogations  from  the  high  character  of 
"Knight  Templar"  are  reported,  and  all  appear  to  be  governed 
with  "justice  and  moderation." 

This  Grand  Commandery  is  spoken  of  with  marked  kindness, 
good  will  and' respect  by  all. 

The  following  table,  compiled  from  the  printed  proceedings 
received,  of  the  several  Graud  Commanderies,  will  show  the 
dates  of  the  last  Annual  Assemblies  or  Conclaves  of  each,  so 
far  as  we  know,  together  with  the  number  of  subordinate  com- 
manderies, the  number  of  knights  created,  and  the  number  of 
members  in  each.  The  receipt  of  these  proceedings  is  hereby 
acknowledged  with  much  pleasure  and  many  thanks. 
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TABULAR  STATEMENT. 


6rand  commandery 


OF 


Date  of  Last  Annual 
Aseembly. 


No.  Subor- 
dinates. 


ac 


Number 
Created. 


No.  of 
Members. 


Arkansas 
Alabama. 


Canada 


California 

Georgia 

C^^nnecticut 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts  and  R.  I. 

Minnesota 

Michigan 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Nebraska 


March  23,  25, 1872 
February  5,  0,  1872 

Complete  from  it*  Orgaaica- 
tion  In  1865  to  Aogaat  lOlh, 
1871. 


April 

May 

March 

October 

April 

October 

October 


12, 18721 
22, 1872i 
19, 1872) 
24, 18711 
'2, 1872i 
14, 1871 
16, 1871 


iJuly       12, 13, 1871 
I  February     16, 1872 


I  May 

,May 

I  October 

|june 

June 

January 

October 


8,  1872! 
15, 1872' 
25,  1872' 
24,  18721 


New  Hampshire. 

New  Jersey 

New  York 

Ohio 

Pennsylvania 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Wisconsin 


4, 1872 
27, 18721 

8,  18711 
'December  28, 1871 
iJane  19, 1872' 

jSeptember  26, 1871' 
September  11, 1872' 
October  10, 1872' 
'September  26, 18711 
ijunell,12,13,  1872 
'May  14,  1872' 

I  June*  12, 1871' 

,June  11,  1872' 

.December  14, 18711 
January       18,  1872' 


t 


4. 
9. 

13. 

10. 

8. 
10. 
40. 
28. 
21. 

5. 
11. 

3. 
11. 

5. 
35. 

7. 
29. 

9, 
19. 


9 
12 
47, 


43... 

12... 

7... 

8... 
17... 
10... 


Total  No.  Commanderies  in  U.  S.  &  Canada. .     467 
Total  No.  created  in  the  year  in  United  States  only. . . 
Total  No.  of  members  in  the  United  States  only 


16. 
29. 


27. 

45. 
114. 
361. 
206. 
145. 

37. 

69. 

30. 
150. 
175. 
487. 

51 
218. 

44. 
145. 

21. 


80.. 
139.. 
761.. 
178.. 
776.. 

64.. 

51.. 

43.. 

18.. 

52,. 


175 
283 


503 

361 

1298 

2433 

1268 

842 

175 

587 

278 

1224 

428 

4852 

458 

1886 

262 

771 

189 

852 

857 

5629 

1803 

4555 

782 

296 

463 

686 

698 


^. 


34,894 


Neither  Arkansas  or  Canada  gives  an  enumeratiou  of  the 
number  of  knights  created,  nor  of  the  number  of  members, 
but  if  we  give  an  average  to  each  subordinate  in  these  two 
jurisdictions  of  50,  it  will  increase  the  total  number  of  Knights 
Templars  within  the  jurisdictions  aforenamed  to  35,744. 
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Herewith  I  submit  the  following  table,  it  being  an  abstract 
ot  the  work  of  the  several  commanderies  in  this  jurisdiction. 

TABULAR  STATEMENT. 


Name  op  Commaj^dery. 


1.  Saint  John's 

2.  Boston  (er.  in  71  mem.  81) 

8.  Newburyport 

4.  Washingtxm 

6.  Worcester  County 

6.  Springfield \ 

7.  DeMolay 

8.  Holy  .Sepulchre 

9.  Pilgrim 

10.  Palestine 

11.  Milford 

12.  Saint  Bernard 

18.  Calvary 

14.  Haverhill 

15.  Old  Colony 

16.  Smton 

17  Bethany 

18.  Winslow  Lewis 

19.  Jerusalem 

20.  Hugh  de  Payens 

21.  Saint  Omer 

22.  Berkshire 

23.  Woonsocket 

24.  Connecticut  Valley 

25.  Godfrey  de  Bouillon 

26.  Joseph  Warren 

27.  Narragansett 

28.  William  Parkman 

29.  Bristol..... 

80.  Northampton 

81.  South  Shore 

32.  Trinity 

88.  Nalick 

84.  Coeur  de  Lion 

35.  Gelhsemane,  (U.  D.) 


£ 

X) 

B 


Total  Members.. 
Created... . 
Dim i ted. . . 
Deceased . . 
Suspended. 
Discharged 
Expelled . . 


tt 


tt 


(I 


(( 


it 


ti 


835. 
512. 

60. 

91. 
179. 
249. 
304. 
190. 
142. 
159. 
152. 

81. 
202. 
151. 
141. 
178. 
128. 
153. 
130. 
222. 

81. 

61. 

89. 

87. 

87. 

84. 

31. 
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47. 
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51. 
.32. 
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.  8 

.17 

.24 

.18 
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.16 

.11 
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Herewith  I  return  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  this  grand 
body  who  gave,  and  continued  to  me  their  confidence,  by  re- 
electing me  to  this  oflBce.  Its  duties  are  not  lightly  learned, 
but  I  have  sought  to  avoid,  as  well  as  to  correct  error,  in  dis- 
charging them;  I  would  have  done  them  perfectly  if  I  could, 

yet 

"  Heaven  is  not  reached  by  a  single  bound ; 
But  we  build  the  bidder  by  which  we  rise 
From  the  lowly  earth  to  the  vaulted  skies, 
And  we  mount  to  its  summit  round  by  round." 

Fraternally  submitted, 

ALFRED  F.  CHAPMAN, 

Orand  Recorder. 
On  motion  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  report  be  adopted  and  spread  upon  the  records. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  submitted  the  following 
report  on  the 

GRAND    FUND. 

TWELFTH   ANNUAL   STATEMENT  OF  GRAND    FUND    COM- 
MITTEE. 

Id  couforniity  with  the  rogulaiions  as  provideil  in  Section  11  of  Article 
1,  of  the  Ctmstitution  of  the  Gnind  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island,  the  committee  submit  their  annual  report : 

The  fund  consists  of  bank  deposit  in  Boston  Prov- 
ident Institution  for  Savings  to  July,  1871 $845  08 

Interest  accrued  1872 99  68—       $944  71 

Bank  deposit  in  Five  Cent  Bank,  1871 8,679  12 

Interest  on  Stock 489  00 

Interest  accrued  1872 182  92 

1-10  receipts  $107,69,  less  taxes,$81.29. . .   86  40—     4,387  44 

15  shares  Mt.  Vernon  Bank 1,579  00 

34  shares  Market  Bank 3,480  50 

Whole  fund  this  day $10,841  65 

Amount  1872 $10,341  65 

1871 9,583  65 


Gain  in  1872 $808  00 

.  WILLIAM  PARKMAN,  Treamrer, 
Al^FRED  F.  CHAPMAN,  Grand  Becorder, 
AoBTON,  October  24, 187^. 
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The  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  and  Recorder  were  re- 
ceived and  referred  to  the  following  committee :  Sirs  Tracy 
P.  Cheever,  Z.  H.  Bicknell,  and  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  who  sub- 
sequently reported  as  follows : 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  to  examine  the  account  of  the  Treasu- 
rer, iiave  performed  the  duty  assi^^ned  them,  and  find  the  account  duly 
vouched.    He  has  sh<)wn 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  of  Cash,  October,  1871 $934  81 

Sales  of  Stock 8,000  00 

For  Charters  and  Dispensations 220  00 

"    Interest  on  Stocks 215  00 

"    Returns  from  Recorder 1,383  00—  $5,752  81 

EXPENDITURES. 

For  Rent $  81  58 

'  Salaries  and  Taxes 381  29 

•  Printing 852  73 

'  Travel 420  26 

'  Banquets 154  75 

'  Extraordinary  expend's,  Chicago,  Safe,  &c...  1,085  90 

'  Charity 100  00 

•  Grand  Fund 86  40 

•  Charters  and  Stationery 206  49 

'  Invested  in  Stocks 2,262  25 


Making $5,631  65 

Cash  on  hand  tins  day 121  16—   $5,752  81 

TRACY  P.  CHEEVER, 
Providence,  Oct.  25,  1^72.  Chairman  of  Committee. 

On  motion  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  report  be  adopted. 

The  following  reports  were  submitted  : 
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REPORT  OF  GRAND  CAPTAIN  GENERAL. 

To  the  R,  B.  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Knights  Templars  and  Appendant  Orders  of  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island. 

Right  Emin'ent  Sir  : — In  obedience  to  your  General  Order, 
No.  1,  of  November  Ist,  1871,  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  require- 
ments of  paragraph  3,  of  Sec.  8,  of  our  constitution,  I  have 
visited  the  following  subordinate  commanderies  assigned  to  me 
at  the  time  mentioned,  and  report  in  reference  to  them  as 
follows  : 

March  13th,  1872, 1  visited  St  Bernard  Commandery,  Boston, 

E.  Sir  Samuel  Wells,  Commander.  I  was  accompanied  by  E. 
Sir  Rev.  George  S.  Noyes,  Grand  Prelate,  and  E.  Sir  Alfred 

F.  Chapman,  Grand  Recorder.  The  charter,  records,  etc., 
were  in  good  condition  and  well  kept,  and  the  paraphcnalia 
complete,  as  would  be  expected  of  any  of  our  Boston  command- 
eries. I  witnessed  the  confering  of  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross 
on  three  candidates,  one  of  whom  was  the  Deputy  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  Percival  L.  Everett, 
Esq.,  and  the  work  was  well  done.  At  its  close,  a  very  pleasant 
banquet  was  enjoyed,  with  some  speeches,  and  much  zest  given 
to  the  occasion  by  a  frequent  interspersion  of  songs  peculiar  to 
them  and  in  a  style  peculiarly  their  own,  and  which  all  who 
have  been  present  with  them  on  such  an  occasion  have  so  much 
enjoyed.  In  this  visit  I  was  also  accompanied  by  Sir  John 
Edward  Mason,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  who  expressed  himself  as 
highly  pleased  with  the  whole  appearance,  work,  and  evident 
prospt'rity  of  this  fine  body. 

March  14th,  1  visited  William  Parkman  Commandery,  at 
East  Boston,  E.  Sir  Albert  B.  Barrett,  Commander,  accom- 
panied by  E.  Sirs  William  Parkman,  Grand  Treasurer,  and 
Alfred  P.  Chapman,  Grand  Recorder,  and  Sir  Knight  William 
H.  Murray.  The  work  was  on  the  Temple,  and  very  well  and 
impressively  done.  I  was  particularly  struck  with  the  general 
high  tone,  knightly  appearance,  complete  outfit  and  parapher- 
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nalia  of  this  young  conimandery.  The  set  of  books,  records,  etc., 
were  very  complete  and  full,  systematically  arranged,  all  beau- 
tifully kept.  They  were  elegantly  bound,  and  splendid  speci- 
mens, models,  I  may  say,  which  any  ccmmandery  might  well 
take  as  samples.  Everything  indicated  abundant  prosperity. 
After  the  assembly  had  closed,  a  very  pleasant  time,  with 
speeches,  was  enjoyed  around  their  hospitable  board,  as  we  par- 
took of  the  creature  comforts. 

March  25,1  visited,  alone.  Old  Colony  Commandery,  Abing- 
ton,  E.  Sir  Stephen  R.  Bradford,  Commander.  The  work  was 
on  the  Red  Cross  and  was  very  fairly  done.  Charter  well  pre- 
served and  records  well  kept.  This  commandery  is  composed 
of  a  tine  set  of  earnest,  active  men,  they  have  a  good  outfit  and 
accommodations,  and  everything  betokens  prosperity.  A  very 
pleasant  social  chat  and  interchange  of  feeling  and  sentiment 
was  enjoyed  around  the  social  board,  as  we  br«)ke  bread  together 
after  the  lal)ors  of  the  evi-ning  were  closed. 

May  23, 1  visited  Woonsocket  Commandery,  Woonsocket,  R.  f., 
E.  Sir  Moses  P.  Roberts,  Commander,  accompanied  by  E.  Sir 
StaflTord  W.  Razee,  Grand  Sword  Bearer.  The  charter,  records, 
etc.,  were  in  good  condition.  The  work  w^as  on  the  Red  Cross, 
and  fairly  done,  but  lacked  a  life  and  animation  that  would  have 
made  it  more  impressive.  The  interchange  of  knightly  cour- 
tesies and  fraternal  intercourse  at  the  "  banquet,"  during  the 
ceremonies,  was  pleasant  and  we  hope  profitable. 

June  17, 1  visited  alone,  South  Shore  Commandery,  at  Wey- 
mouth, E.  Sir  Z.  L.  Bicknell,  Commander.  The  time  wus  an 
importune  one,  as  it  was  the  opening  day  of  the  Peace  Jubilee, 
and  many  of  the  members  were  in  attendance  upon  that,  and 
were,  like  myself,  delayed  by  the  great  rush  of  travel,  so  that 
when  we  reached  the  place  tiie  hour  was  late,  and  many  were 
prevented  by  this,  the  fatigue  of  the  day,  and  the  heat  of  the 
evening,  from  attending.  Still  the  attendance  was  fair,  consid- 
ering the  circumstances.  The  work,  upon  the  Temple,  was 
rendered  with  a  good  degree  of  accuracy,  but  was  wanting  in 
some  details  that  tend  to  give  it  impressiveness.  This  com- 
mandery is  among  our  youngest,  but  it  is  composed  of  deter- 
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mined  men  who  are  working  with  devotion,  and  intends  to  give 
a  good  account  of  itself. 

June  25,  I  visited  Palestine  Commandery,  at  Chelsea,  Mass., 
E.  Sir  Charles  T.  Gay,  Commander,  accompanied  by  E.  Sir 
William  Parkman,  Grand  Treasurer.  Everything  here  was  in 
good  condition.  The  w^ork  was  on  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross, 
and  was  accurately  and  well  done,  with  animation  and  impres- 
siveness.  The  E.  Commander  and  all  his  oflScers  worked 
decidedly  well,  and  that  of  the  acting  Master  of  Infantry,  who 
temporarily  filled  the  office  that  night,  is  worthy  of  special  note 
both  for  accuracy,  good  taste  and  impressiveness.  A  very  plea- 
sant banquet  closed  the  evening  and  was  enjoyed  with  a  relish 
such  as  the  Sir  Knights  of  this  excellent  commandery  always 
impart  to  such  an  occasion. 

September  18,  I  visited  Boston  Commandery,  Boston,  E.  Sir 
Henry  Endicott,  Commander,  accompanied  by  E.  Sirs  Rev. 
George  S.  Noyes,  Grand  Prelate,  William  Parkman,  Grand 
Treasurer,  and  Alfred  F.  Chapman,  Grand  Recorder.  The 
excellent  reputation  of  this,  next  to  our  oldest  commandery, 
was  abundantly  sustained  on  this  occasion,  when  the  Order  of 
the  Red  Cross  was  conferred  upon  seven  candidates  in  the 
most  impressive  manner.  Our  venerable  "  Father  Abraham  A. 
Dame,'"  to  whom  we  are  so  much  indebted  for  the  correct  trans- 
mission of  our  lectures  and  ritual,  and  who  is  Prelate  of  that 
Commandery,  officiated  in  that  capacity,  and  rendered  the 
work  with  that  accuracy  for  which  he  is  proverbial,  and  in  a 
neat,  solemn  and  impressive  manner,  while  Commander  Endi- 
cott not  only'presided  w-ith  the  grace  and  dignity  of  a  sovereign, 
but  rendered  his  part  in  a  manner  seldom  equaled  for  force  and 
impressiveness.  The  work  of  the  other  officers  was  well  done. 
I  cannot  forbear  to  mention  that  Past  R.  E.  Grand  Commander, 
William  Ellison,  officiated  in  the  capacity  of  Master  of  Infantry 
in  introducing  two  of  the  candidates,  with  an  impressiveness 
and  power  of  pleading  that  I  have  never  seen  equaled  in  the 
rendering  of  this  portion  of  our  beautiful  ritual.  The  condi- 
tion of  this  commandery,  its  records,  etc.,  is  eminently  satisfac- 
tory. The  hour  of  social  enjoyment  around  the  festive  board 
11 
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after  the  evening  labors  were  closed,  was  characterized  by  good 
cheer,  knightly  courtesy,  and  fraternal  greetings. 

October  7,  I  visited,  alone,  St.  Onier  Commandery,  South 
Boston,  E.  Sir  Charles  H.  White,  Commander.  This  com- 
mandery in  connection  with  the  other  masonic  bodies  in  South 
Boston,  has  recently  occupied  new.  spacious  and  elegant  apart- 
ments, where  every  needed,  convenience  has  been  provided. 
Everything  connected  with  the  commandery  seemed  to  be  in 
excellent  condition.  The  work,  upon  the  Order  of  the  Red 
Cross,  was  well  and  impressively  rendered  by  the  E.  Com- 
mander and  all  the  officers  participating.  The  social  enjoy- 
ment and  banquet  in  the  course  of  the  ceremonies  was  very 
pleasant  but  somewhat  hastened  by  the  fact,  that  it  was  the 
annual  meeting  for  the  election  and  installation  of  officers,  and 
much  business  remained  to  be  done.  I  was  pleased  to  meet 
here  our  late  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  and  present  V.  E. 
Grand  Captain  General  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States.  He  continues  his  deep  interest  for  St.  Omer, 
over  which  he  presided  in  its  infancy,  and  did  so  much  to  make 
it  successful  and  prosperous. 

In  all  these  visitations,  I  have  been  received,  as  your  repre- 
sentiitive,  with  the  most  knightly  courtesy,  and  I  take  this 
opportunity  to  return  my  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the 
officers  and  Sir  Knights  of  these  commanderies  for  their  kind 
attention,  their  generous  hospitality  and  their  knightly  bearing. 

What  I  have  witnessed  in  the  discharge  of  these  duties 
devolved  upon  me  by  you,  R.  E.  Sir,  has  impressed  me  with 
the  apparent  outward  prosperity  of  our  order,  and  I  can  but 
hope  and  trust  that  its  beautiful  and  sublime  moral  teachings 
are  having  their  legitimate  influence  upon  the  heart  and  inner 
life,  and  that  men  are  being  made  not  only  templars  in  name, 
but  templars  in  a  higher  and  better  s^>nse. 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted, 

HENRY  CHICKERING, 
Grand  Captain  General 
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REPOBT  OF  GRAND  GENERALISSIMO. 

To  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Gommandery  of 
Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Rhode  Island. 

Right  Eminent  Sir  : — By  your  General  Order  No.  1,  issued 
Nov.  1,  1871,  the  following  subordinate  commanderies  were 
assigned  to  me  to  visit  and  examine,  viz :  St.  Johns,  Pilgrim, 
Sutton,  Jerusalem,  Hugh  de  Payens,  Godfrey  de  Bouillon, 
Narragansett  and  Trinity. 

The  V.  E.  Deputy  Grand  Commander  wrote  me  on  the  7th 
of  March,  1872,  that  the  Generalissimo  of  Hugh  de  Payens 
Gommandery,  who,  in  the  absence  of  the  Commander,  was  act- 
ing Commander,  was  desirous  to  have  him,  in  consideration  of 
personal  courtesies  extended  to  them,  make  the  visitation  to 
this  body,  I  therefore  yielded  the  visitation  of  Hugh  De  Payens 
Gommandery,  to  the  V.  E.  Charles  A.  Stott,  Deputy  Grand 
Commander.  I  should,  however,  have  joined  him  in  this  visi- 
tation, but  for  pressing  business  that  called  me  from  home  at 
that  time. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  1872,  I  visited  Pilgrim  Gommandery. 
I  was  received  by  the  E.  Commander  and  Sir  Knights,  with 
that  knightly  courtesy  characteristic  of  this  flourishing  com- 
mandery.  The  V.E.  Deputy  Grand  Commander  was  present, 
and  a  large  number  of  Sir  Knights  were  in  attendance.  The 
work  was  on  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross,  and  it  was  rendered 
in  the  usually  felicitous  manner  for  which  this  commandery  is 
80  justly  noted.  The  banquet  was  given  during  the  conferring 
of  the  Order,  and  following  the  bountiful  repast  was  the  "feast 
of  reason  and  flow  of  soul,"  in  which  a  goodly  number  of  the 
"  Sir  Knights  present  participated." 

The  presence  of  the  E.  Commander  of  Haverhill  Gommand- 
ery and  other  visiting  Sir  Knights,  added  much  to  the  pleasure 
of  the  occasion.  Pilgrim  Commandery  now  hold  their  assem- 
blies in  the  new  Masonic  Temple,  occupied  in  connection  with 
the  other  masonic  bodies  of  Lowell,  in  the  beautiful  edifice, 
erected  by  E.  Sir  Hocum  Hosford,  their  Commander.     The 
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appointments  of  their  asylum  are  very  complete,  and  their  armo- 
ry is  tastefully  fitted  up  in  style  and  convenience  not  excelled 
by  any  that  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  visit.  Your  represen- 
tative was  most  hospitably  entertained  by  the  E.  Commander 
at  his  home,  during  his  §tay  in  Lowell. 

On  Thursday,  June  13th,  1872,  I  visited  Jerusalem  Com- 
raandery,  E.  Sir  S.  W.  Huntley  in  command.  The  work  was 
on  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  which  was  satisfactorily  and  im- 
pressively rendered.  On  account  of  the  very  warm  evening, 
there  were  not  so  many  of  the  officers  and  Sir  Knights  present 
as  I  would  have  been  pleased  to  have  met,  but  those  present 
manifested  commendable  zeal  and  interest  in  the  Orders  of 
Knighthood.  This  commandery  has  also  entered  new  and 
spacious  apartments,  having  a  tine  and  commodious  asylum 
and  large  armory  in  which  to  conduct  their  drill.  The  out- 
ward and  material  prosperity  of  this  portion  of  our  jurisdiction, 
is  but  indicative  of  the  strength  and  prosperity  that  may  rea- 
sonably be  expected  to  attend  this  important  commandery. 

On  Thursday,  June  27th,  1872,  I  visited  Sutton  Command- 
ery,  at  New  Bedford.  There  was  a  fair  attendance  of  the  Sir 
Knights,  and  the  Order  of  Malta  was  well  and  correctly  con- 
ferred on  several  candidates.  The  banquet  and  social  inter- 
course that  followed  betokens  the  hannujiy  and  good  fellowship 
that  prevails  in  this  commandery. 

Their  records  show  remarkable  punctuality  in  the  attendance 
of  the  officers  at  all  of  their  assemblies,  the  absence  of  any  one 
of  them  being  a  rare  occurrence.  This  commandery,  under 
the  efficient  administration  of  E.  Sir  John  A.  Lee,  preserves  its 
former  excellent  reputation. 

On  Monday,  Sept.  23d,  1872,  I  visited  Narragansett  Com- 
mandery. Though  this  Commandery  has  the  smallest  mem- 
bership of  any  in  our  jurisdiction,  yet  there  were  a  goodly 
number  of  the  Sir  Knights  present,  including  E.  Sir  James 
M.  Pendleton,  Past  Commander.  There  was  no  work  on  this 
occasion,  nor  has  this  commandery  done  any  work  during  the 
year  for  want  of  candidates.  The  E.  Commander  stated  the 
condition  of  the  commandery,  but  spoke  more  particularly  of 
(^Uq  effort  that  had  been  made  for  extension  of  jurisdiction. 
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It  will  be  remembered,  that  at  the  Semi- Annual  Assembly 
of  this  Grand  Coipmandery  in  May,  1870,  the  subject  of  juris- 
diction of  Narragansett  Commandery  was  left  with  the  Grand 
Commander  with  full  powers.  R.  E,  Benjamin  Dean  commu- 
nicated with  the  Grand  Commander  of  Connecticut  and,  after 
reciting  that  Palmer  Chapter  of  Connecticut,  holding  its  meet- 
ings in  Westerly,  Rhode  Ishiud,  held  jurisdiction  of  the  terri- 
tory of  Franklin  Lodge  in  Westerly,  requested  that  Narragan- 
sett  Commandery  may  have  the  same  territorial  jurisdiction  in 
Connecticut  that  Palmer  Chapter  has.  This  request  was 
disposed  of  by  the  Grand  Commauder  of  *  Connecticut,  by 
referring  it  to  the  action  of  Palestine  Commandery,  of  New 
London,  holding  the  territoriiil  juriss.diction  of  Palmer  Chapter 
in  Connecticut.  I  regret  to  learn  that  Palestine  Commandery 
declines  to  yield  the  jurisdiction  asked  for,  and  also  refuses 
permission  for  two  Royal  Arch  Masons  to  receive  the  Orders 
of  Knighthood  in  Xarragansett  Commandery,  notwithstand- 
ing that  the  latter  have  courteously  offered  to  divide  the  fees 
with  Palestine  Commandery. 

The  courage  and  constancy  of  the  Sir  Knights  of  Narragan- 
sett  Commandery,  is  proof  of  their  zeal  and  devotion  to  the 
Order. 

On  Monday,  Oct  7th,  1872, 1  visited  St.  Johns  Command- 
ery, Providence.  I  was  accompanied  by  E.  Sir  Knights,  A.  F. 
Chapman,  Grand  Recorder,  E.  L.  Freeman,  Grand  Lecturer, 
A.  Crawford  Greene,  Past  Commander  of  St.  Johns,  and  John 
P.  Luther,  Commander,  and  E.  J.  Nightingale,  Past  Com- 
mander of  Calvary  Commandery. 

Your  representative  and  suite  received  the  cordial  greeting 
of  the  Eminent  Commander  and  salutation  of  a  large  number 
of  valiant  knights.  At  a  late  hour  of  the  evening,  the  R.  E. 
Grand  Commander,  accompanied  by  E.  Sir  Nelson  W.  Aldrich, 
were  received  within  the  asylum  with  appropriate  honors. 

The  Order  of  the  Temple  was  effectively  conferred  on  several 
candidate's,  and  their  new  ascension  and  dissolving  scenery 
added  greatly  to  the  impressive  charge  of  the  Prelate, 
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Success  and  prosperity  have  attended  this  commandery  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  and  twenty-four  have  been  knighted  and 
enrolled  in  their  ranks. 

Here  again,  the  punctuality  of  the  officers  at  every  assembly 
is  commendable,  and  evinces  their  patience,  perseverance  and 
unwearied  zeal  in  promoting  the  interest  of  our  Order. 

This  commandery  has  been  called  to  part  with  another  of 
its  long  tried  standard  bearers,  in  the  decease  of  E.  Sir  James 
Salsbury,  a  Past  Commander  of  St.  Johns,  and  Past  Grand 
Generalissimo  of  this  Grand  Commandery. 

The  presence  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  and  fourteen 
present  and  past  commanders  of  subordinate  commanderies, 
contributed  much  to  the  pleasure  of  the  occasion. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  work  we  were  escorted  into  the  ban- 
queting hall  where  the  time  was  very  pleasantly  passed,  until  a 
late  hour,  in  participating  in  an  entertainment  most  creditable 
tg  St.  Johns  Commandery  and  its  genial  commander. 

On  Wednesday,  Oct.  9th,  1872,  I  visited  Godfrey  de  Bouil- 
lon Commandery.  The  E.  Commander,  S.  Wright  Butler,  had 
arranged  for  a  special  assembly  for  my  visitation  at  this  date, 
and  had  expressed  to  me  his  pleasure  in  anticipating  an  oppor- 
tunity of  extending  knightly  greeting.  On  my  arrival  in  Fall 
River,  I  was  pained  to  learn  of  Sir  Knight  Butlers  bereave- 
ment, in  the  decease  of  his  son,  an  only  child. 

In  the  absence  of  the  commander,  E.  Sir  Robert  Henry  pre- 
sided and  conferred  the  Order  of  the  Temple  upon  one  candi- 
date, in  a  very  impressive  and  effective  manner. 

I  passed  a  very  pleasant  occasion,  both  in  their  asylum  and 
banquet  hall,  in  making  the  acquaintance  of  the  Sir  Knights  of 
this  commanderv. 

I  have  not  visited  Trinitv  Commanderv  since  its  constitution, 
I  conferred  with  E.  Commander  Chamberlain  with  reference  to 
making  a  visitation  this  autumn.  The  matter  was  df laved 
until  they  could  get  into  the  new  asylum  which  was  so  near  the 
time  of  this  annual  assemblv.  that  I  deemed  it  not  best  to  call 
a  special  meeting  for  inspection. 
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I  herewith  communicate  the  following  extract  of  Commander 
Chamberlain's  letter  to  me  of  the  22d  instant:  "Since  our 
constitution,  we  have  confeiTed  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  upon 
five  applicants,  and  now  number  fifty-one  members.  The  com- 
mandery  is  in  a  most  happy  condition,  union  and  brotherly  love 
prevailing,  and  from  my  observation  of  work  in  neighboring 
commanderies,  I  think  we  need  not  be  ashamed  of  our  manner 
of  rendering  it.  I  feel  proud  of  my  olBBcers  and  men.  Our 
new  asylum  is  all  we  can  desire.  The  main  hall  35x45,  is  fur- 
nished with  tapestry  carpet,  two  rows  of  stationary  settees  cov- 
ered with  plush,  and  officers'  chairs  to  match.  Prelate's  room 
furnished  in  the  same  style,  and  three  guard  rooms.  The  ar- 
mory contains  eighty-two  cases  in  black  walnut  and  furnishes 
ample  accommodations  for  regalias." 

Thus  R.  E.  Sir,  I  have  the  honor  of  reporting  my  official 
acts  under  the  authority  of  your  order ;  and  I  would  add,  that 
I  was  cordially  greeted  as  your  representative  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

In  addition  to  the  above  visitations,  I  was  present  at  the  con- 
stitution of  Trinity,  Nutick  and  Coeur  de  Lion  Commanderies, 
and  accompanied  you  at  the  annual  elections  of  St.  Johns  and 
Calvarv  Commanderies,  and  assisted  in  the  installation  servi- 
ces. 

On  the  1st  of  Oct.  at  the  request  of  E.  Commander,  Edward 
L.  Freeman,  I  was  present  and  presided  at  the  annual  election 
of  Holy  S«*pulchre  Commandery,  and  installed  the  officers  elect; 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  22d  instant,  assisted  by  E.  Stafford 
W.  Razee.  Grand  Sword  Bearer,  I  installed  the  officers  of  Woon- 
socket  Commandery. 

HORACE  DANIELS, 

Grand  Oeneralissimo. 

REPORT  OF  DEPUTY  GRAND  COMMANDER. 

To  the  R.  E,  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

Sib: — I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  a  report  of  my  official 
visitations  during  the  year  just  passed.  The  following  com- 
manderies were  assigned  to  me,  viz. :     Newburyport,  Washing- 
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ton,  De  Molay,  Calvary,  Haverhill,  Bethany,  Joseph  Warren, 
Natick  and  Coeur  de  Lion,  and  I  have  visited  them  all  with  the 
exception  of  Calvary,  which  I  was  prevented  from  doing  on 
account  of  a  press  of  business. 

November  29,  1871, 1  installed  the  officers  of  Pilgrim  Com- 
mandery,  Lowell. 

December  9,  1871,  I  assisted  at  the  constitution  of  Trinity 
Commandery,  Hudson,  and  the  installation  of  its  officers. 

March  19th,  1872,  I  visited  Coeur  de  Lion  Commandery, 
Charlestown,  and  found  them  Avorking  under  dispensation,  and 
with  such  energy  and  zeal  as  to  put  some  of  our  older  com- 
manderies  in  the  back  ground.  I  was  also  present  with  you 
at  the  constituting  of  this  commandery,  June  7th. 

April  10th,  by  the  courtesy  of  E.  G.  Generalissimo  Daniels,  I 
visited  Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery  at  Melrose,  and  was 
most  cordially  received  by  the  officers  and  members  of  that 
body  ;  the  attendance  was  very  large  indeed,  their  spacious  hall 
being  filled  to  overflowing. 

The  "unbounded  hospitality  which  has  ever  characterized  " 
the  knights  of  Hugh  de  Payens  is  fully  recognized  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  for  in  addition  to  large  delegations  from 
neighboring  commanderies,  there  was  present  a  committee 
from  Trinity  Commandery;  Augusta,  Maine,  charged  with  the 
pleasant  duty  of  presenting  a  beautiful  series  of  resolutions  for 
the  many  acts  of  kindness  extended  to  them  while  on  a  pilgrim- 
age within  our  borders.  I  regretted  very  much  the  absence  of  E. 
C.  Winship,  who  was  detained  by  long  and  protracted  illness 
from  being  present,  but  his  place  was  ably  tilled  by  Generalis- 
simo Parker,  who  conferred  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  in  a  very 
correct  and  pleasing  manner.  I  was  accompanied  by  E.  G. 
Recorder  Chapman  and  several  other  Sir  Knights. 

May  21, 1  visited  Bethany  Commandery,  Lawrence,  and  wit- 
nessed an  exemplification  of  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross.  The 
fraternity  at  Lav/rence  have  just  completed  a  suite  of  very 
elegant  and  commodious  apartments  in  Saunders'  Block,  which 


Ot  IdiASSACHtSETTS  AND   BHODE  ISLAIrt).  89 

will  rank  among  the  finest  in  the  State.  At  the  close  of  the 
meeting  your  representative  was  entertained  with  that  liberal 
hospitality  so  well  known  to  all  who  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
experiencing  it 

May  28th,  I  visited  Haverhill  Commandery  and  found  them 
in  a  very  flourishing  and  prosperous  condition ;  the  work  was 
upon  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross,  and  was  eflFectively  rendered. 
The  fraternity  at  Haverhill  are  not  to  be  behind  their  neigh- 
bors up  the  river,  for  they  have  just  purchased  a  site,  and  ere 
now  I  presume  a  Masonic  Q'emple  is  in  process  of  erection, 
which  will  be  not  only  an  ornament  to  their  fair  city,  but  a 
monument  to  their  untiring  zeal  and  energy  in  successfully 
prosecuting  so  formidable  an  enterprise. 

June  6, 1  assisted  at  the  constituting  of  Natick  Commandery 
and  the  installation  of  its  officers. 

June  18th,  in  company  with  the  Grand  Recorder,  I  visited 
Washington  Commandery,  Newport,  and  my  visit  was  made 
the  more  pleasant  by  the  kind  attentions  shown  me  by  Sir 
Knight  Eldred,  E.  C.  of  that  body. 

The  order  of  the  Temple  was  conferred  in  a  very  satisfactory 
manner,  at  the  close  of  which  the  inner  man  was  most  boun- 
tifully provided  for,  and  the  time  spent  with  the  knights  of 
Washington  Commandery  will  long  be  remembered  with 
pleasure. 

September  20th,  I  visited  Newburyport  Commandery,  and  it 
being  their  annual  assembly,  at  the  invitation  of  the  E.  C.  I 
presided  at  the  election  and  installed  the  E.  C.  into  office.  This 
Commandery  still  retains  the  eminent  services  of  Sir  Knight 
Pike,  he  having  been  for  the  eighth  time  unanimously  elected 
toE.  C. 

September  20th,  I  visited  De  Molay  Commandery  and  was 

present  at  their  annual  election,  at  the  close  of  which  I  installed 

its    officers.      The  report  of  the  Treasurer  shows  that  this 

commandery  is  in  a  very  prosperous  condition,  they  having 

increased  their  permanent  iund  over  otie  thousand  dollars  the 
12 


past  year,  which  speaks  well  for  the  financial  administration  of 
this  body,  of  which  onr  Grand  Treasurer  is  a  Past  Commander. 

October  23,  I  visited  Joseph  Warren  Commandery,  Boston 
Highlands.  The  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  was  conferred  in  a 
very  acceptable  manner,  at  the  close  of  which  I  installed  the 
officers  elect.  This  commandery  still  maintains  the  high  rank 
it  assumed  when  added  to  our  roll  of  commanderies,  and  I 
predict  for  it  great  prosperity  in  the  future.  In  conclusion  1 
can  but  say  that  a  marked  prosperity  has  attended  the  com- 
manderies that  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  visit,  the  exchanging 
of  the  old  and  cramped  apartments  for  the  nevy,  elegant  and 
commodious  ones,  bespeaks  I  think  a  continuance  of  that  pros- 
perity. 

Frequent  inquiries  have  been  made  in  regard  to  the  new 
work  adopted  by  the  Grand  Body  and  I  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  some  measures  be  taken  to  put  every  com- 
mandery in  possession  of  it. 

Fraternally  yours,  etc., 

CHARLES  A.  STOTT, 

Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  then  delivered  the  follov^- 

ing 

ADDRESS. 

Upon  assuming  the  duties  of  the  office  of  Grand  Commander 
I  issued  the  following  order  : 

Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

Office  of  the  Grand  Commander, 

PROvrosNCE,  Nov.  Ist,  1871. 

[General  Order,  No.  1.] 

First. — The  Head  Quarters  of  the  Grand  Commandery  are  hereby 
established  at  the  city  of  Providcuce,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

Second. — The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  reserves  to  himself  the  follow- 
ing subordinate  Commanderies,  to  wit :  Worcester  County,  Springfield, 
Holy  Sepulchre,  Milford,  Winslow  Lewis,  Berkshire,  Connecticut,  Bristol, 
and  Northampton  for  his  personal  visitation  and  examination. 
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Thibd. — ^That  the  following  snbordinate  commanderies  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  assigned  to  Y.  E.  Sir  Charles  A.  Stott,  Deputy  Qrand 
Commander,  to  visit  and  examine,  to  wit :  Newbury  port,  Washington, 
De  Molay,  Calvary,  Haverhill,  Bethany,  Joseph  Warren,  Natick,  (U.  D.), 
and  Cceur  de  Lion  (U.  P.) 

FoxTRTH. — That  the  following  snbordinate  commanderies  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  assigned  to  E.  Sir  Horace  Daniels,  Grand  Generalissimo, 
to  visit  and  examine,  viz:  Saint  John's,  Pilgrim,  Sutton,  Jerusalem, 
Hugh  de  Payens,  Godfrey  de  Bouillon,  Narragansett,  and  Trinity  (U.  D.) 

Fifth. — That  the  following  subordinate  commanderies  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  assigned  to  E.  Sir  Henry  Chickering,  Grand  Captain- 
Gkneral,  to  visit  and  examine,  viz :  Boston,  Palestine,  Saint  Bernard, 
Old  Colony,  Saint  Omer,  Woonsocket,  William  Parkman,  and  South 
Shore. 

Sixth. — That  the  V.  E.  Deputy  commander,  E.  Grand  Generalissimo, 
and  the  E.  Grand  Captain-General  severally  report  at  the  next  Annual 
Assembly  of  the  Grand  Commandery  in  October,  A.  D.  1872,  the  result 
of  such  visitations  and  examinations. 

Seventh. — It  is  further  ordered  that  the  aforenamed  Grand  Officers 
shall  not  take  with  them,  or  either  of  them,  on  such  visitations,  any  per- 
son or  persons  at  the  expense  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  without  permis- 
sion from  the  R  E.  Grand  Commander  being  first  had  and  obtained. 

Eighth. — It  is  also  ordered  that  this  Order  be  read  at  the  head  of  each 
Commandery  at  the  next  regular  meeting  thereof. 

N.  VAN  SLYCK, 

Qrand  Commander. 
Attest :      ALFRED  F.  CHAPMAJ^, 

Grand  Recorder. 

The  object  intended  was  two-fold.  First,  that  all  command- 
eries might  know  what  Grand  Officer  was  assigned  to  visit  and 
examine  it,  and  second  to  lessen  the  expenses  of  visitations.  It 
has  long  been  the  custom  for  Grand  Officers  to  take  with  them 
npon  visitations  some  knights  as  members  of  their  "suite/*  the 
expense  of  which  was  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  this  Grand  Body. 
These  visitations  were  thus  made  very  pleasant  and  frequently 
instructive,  and  the  custom  would  have  been  continued  had  I 
felt  that  our  income  warranted  the  expenditure.  An  attempt 
has  been  made  to  avoid  any  extraordinary  expense,  to  conduct 
the  business  upon  as  economical  a  plan  as  possible.  It  was 
desired  to  be  ascertained  what  are  our  necessary  expenses,  and 
what  our  twtual  income,  that  the  difference  between  the  two 
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might  show  our  annnal  loss  or  gain,  without  reference  to  such 
emergencies  that  are  always  liable  to  rise,  that  we  might  thus 
see  with  tolerable  certainty  what  should  be  the  tax  required  from 
our  subordinate  bodies.  Article  11,  Sect.  6,  of  our  Constitu- 
tion provides  that  "every  subordinate  commandery  should 
make  a  return  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery, on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  October  annually,  of  the 
roll  of  its  officers  and  members,  of  all  candidates  for  the  orders 
accepted  or  rejected;  and  shall  pay  to  this  Grand  Commandery 
three  dollars  for  every  knight  created,  and  an  annual  fee  of 
three  dollars."  The  Grand  Recorder  by  ray  direction  in  Sep- 
tember last,  issued  a  circular  letter  to  each  subordinate,  calling 
attention  to  the  above  and  urging  a  compliance  with  the  terms 
of  this  provision,  and  yet  on  October  23d,  1872,  ten  chartered 
commanderies  and  one  under  dispensation  had  not  reported. 
I  shall  not  call  attention  to  the  delinquent  bodies  by  calling 
their  names,  but  I  must  be  permitted  to  publicly  deplore  the 
dereliction.  It  renders  impossible  that  accurate  determination 
of  results  which  was  desired,  and  I  trust  that  another  year  will 
witness  a  strict  compliance  with  duty  in  this  regard.  As  it  is, 
a  very  accurate  account  can  be  made  of  our  income  during  the 
last  year  by  first  taking  the  actual  returns  for  twenty-four 
bodies  and  estimating  the  remaining  eleven. 

Returns  for  twenty-four  bodies  $1221  00 

*'      eleven  ''    estimated  476  00 


Total      ......        11,697  00 

The  ordinary  and  necessary  expenses  incurred  during  year  are, 
Printing  ......  |835  88 

Rent    .  .  ....  175  00 

Travel  of  Grand  Officers  including  travel  in  constituting 
new  bodies      ......  379  59 

Banquet  at  last  annual  125  00 

Charity,  Lash  100  00 

Expenses  of  Charters  and  of  Grand  Commandery  consti- 
tuting Trinity,  Natick  and  Coeur  de  Lion  206  49 
Salaries  of  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer               800  00 


Total  ......       12,121  41 

These  show  an  expenditure  of  $424.41  over  and  above  receipts 
from  6ubordinQ,tes  without  mentioning  amount  received  for 
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charterB  1180.00^  which  amount  added  to  annual  income  still 
leaves  a  balance  against  income  of  1244.41.  But  in  addition  to 
this  under  the  vote  of  the  Grand  Commaiidery  there  has  been 
paid  the  following  extraordinary  expenses : 

Bent  to  Chicago          .....  $500  00 

Grand  EDcampment  tax         ....  100  90 

Paid  for  Safe  232  00 

Paid  for  Plate  100  00 


$1,022  00 


Besides  the  above  bills  there  came  down  to  us  from  last  year 
$380.85.  All  these  bills  have  been  paid  save  $150.00  for  rents. 
But  of  the  gross  receipts  one-tenth  must  be  taken,  say,  $187.70, 
to  be  placed  to  the  account  of  the  Grand  Fund,  thus  leaving 
a  balance  against  the  commandery  from  its  annual  income 
from  subordmafces  of  432.11,  which  sum  with  the  other  sums  of 
$1,022.90,  and  $380.85,  must  be  met  from  the  income  of  invested 
funds,  or  from  the  funds  themselves. 

I  do  not  well  see  how  we  can  reduce  from  the  "ordinary  and 
necessary  expenses."  The  travel  and  expenses  of  first  four  Grand 
Officers  for  visitations  and  constituting  three  new  command- 
eries  under  the  eflfect  of  my  order  of  November  1st,  1871,  has 
been  only  $285.60.  This  may  be  reduced  a  little  by  having  an 
eye  to  expense  in  the  assignments  made  for  next  year.  You 
will  see  that  the  item  of  printing  is  large,  but  it  cannot  be 
reduced  unless  you  will  forego  a  good  deal  that  is  ordinarily 
printed  with  Abstract  of  Proceedings.  Is  it  wise  to  forego  any 
of  this  ?  What  then  shall  we  do  ?  Shall  we  go  on  in  this  way 
until  the  Grand  Body  is  without  funds  ?  Or,  shall  we  add  to 
tax  upon  subordinates  ?  Shall  we  cease  printing  abstract  of  pro- 
ceedings and  visitations  entirely,  or,  shall  we  see  that  the 
annual  receipts  from  subordinates  be  sufficient  to  meet  this 
and  other  expense.  This  is  no  longer  a  question  of  increasing 
the  funds  of  the  Grand  Body,  but  of  maintaining  the  integrity 
of  that  fund.  There  must  be  no  more  charity,  or  safes,  or 
Grand  Encampment  taxes,  nor  other  expenses  voted,  or  we 
must  fill  our  "monev  drawer"  with  more  funds.  From  this  state- 
ment  the  mistake  of  changing  the  requirement  of  five  dollars  to 
three  as  a  tfix  for  newly  created  knights  is  manifest,  and  having 
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the  interest,  dignity  and  independence  of  this  body  at  heart  we 
must  and  that  at  once  restore  it.  I  recommend  such  restora- 
tion and  ask  that  the  subject  may  be  referred  to  a  committee 
to  report  at  this  assembly. 

Since  writing  the  above,  that  is  this  A.  M.,  I  received  infor- 
mation of  the  returns  of  six  other  commanderies,  which  leave 
but  five  behind,  but  does  not  particularly  affect  the  above  esti- 
mates. 

PARADES  AND  PILGRIMAGES. 

On  the  28th  of  May  last  I  received  an  application  from 
Springfield  Commandery,  (date  of  application  being  May  27th, 
1872,)  to  visit  St  John's  Commandery,  New  Brunswick,  some- 
time during  the  month  of  June,  then  next  following,  as  also  to 
appear  in  public  in  regalia  on  the  way  to  and  from  St.  Johna 
Springfield  Commandery  had  received  an  invitation  from  St 
John's  Commandery  to  make  such  visitation  and  had  been 
tendered  a  welcome  of  the  most  cordial  character.  It  was 
deemed  that  the  occasion  was  of  such  a  character  (being  purely 
knightly,)  as  to  warrant  the  granting  of  the  application. 

Before,  however,  a  reply  had  been  made  to  the  application 
the  following  letter  was  received  in  due  course  of  mail. 

Grand  CoMMAin>BRT  of  Maine. 

Office  of  the  Grand  Commander, 

Lewiston,  May  28Ui,  1872. 
Bight  Eminent  Sir  Knight: 

I  have  authentic  information  that  a  commandery  from  Springfield, 
Mass.,  under  your  command,  is  about  to  pass  through  this  jurisdiction 
upon  a  visit  to  St.  Johns,  New  Brunswick. 

I  am  also  informed  that  they  intend  lo  parade  in  this  State  as  a  com- 
mandery of  Knights  Templars,  in  a  uniform  or  costume  other  than  that 
prescribed  by  the  statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 
This  information  may  not  be  correct;  but  inasmuch  as  I  have  recently 
promulgated  the  edict  of  the  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master,  that  no  other 
uniform  than  the  one  prescribed,  can  properly  be  worn  by  Sir  Knights, 
I  feel  bound  to  act  upon  it  so  far  as  to  advise  you  of  it,  as  under  present 
circumstances  I  should  much  regret  having  a  commandery  from  another 
Jurisdiction,  parade  in  a  unifoim  which  our  own  commanderies  are  not 
allowed  to  wear. 

Not  doubting  that  you  will  not  allow  any  breach  of  comity  and  cour- 
tesy on  the  part  of  one  of  your  commanderies  toward  Ibis  jurisdic- 
tion, (if  it  pro\e  that  the  parade  is  contemplated),  and  assuring  you  that 
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we  shall  be  happy  to  receive  in  Maine  any  Of  the  bodies  under  your  com- 
mand uniformed  according  to  the  regulations, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  courteously  yours, 

H.   H.  DICKEY. 

Grand  Commander. 
R  E.  Nicholas  Van  Sltck, 

Grand  Commander  of  Masaaehttaetts  and  Rhode  Rland. 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  I  replied  in  a 
letter  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

Qrand  Commakdbry  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

Office  of  the  Grand  Commander, 

Provtoencb,  May  80th,  1872. 
BigJU  Eminent  Sir  Knight: 

Yours  of  the  28th,  was  received  this  A.  M.,  and  I  proceed  at  once  to 
reply.  I  had  received  on  the  receipt  of  yours,  an  application  from 
Springfield  Comraandery  Knights  Templars,  for  leave  to  visit  St.  John^s 
Commandery,  New  Brunswick,  also  to  wear  regalia  in  going  and  return- 
ing but  had  not  replied  thereto. 

Upon  receipt  of  yours  I  replied  at  once  and  an  extract  from  that  reply 
will  perhaps  best  show  you  whether  "any  breach  of  comity  and  courtesy 
&c.,"  will  be  allowed  by  me. 

After  referring  Springfield  Comraandery  to  your  communication  I  say : 
"You  will  see  that  you  are  virtually  prohibited  from  appearing  in  your 
regalia  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  of  Maine. 
In  fact,  the  better^  if  not  the  true  rule,  is  for  any  commandery  passing 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  another  Grand  Commandery  than  that  to  which 
it  owes  allegiance,  to  obtain  the  consent  of  its  Grand  Commander.  For 
while  you  are  within  his  domains,  you  are  entirely  subject  to  his  rule  in 
all  knightly  matters. 

**  This  in  my  view  does  not  prevent  you  from  passing  through  such  terri- 
tory even  in  a  body,  but  does  prevent  you  from  so  doing  in  the  garb  of  a 
Templar. 

"We  therefore  strictly  prohibit  Springfield  Commandery  and  all  Knights 
Templars  belonging  to  our  jurisdiction,  from  entering  into  or  upon,  or 
passing  through  the  State  of  Maine  or  upon  temtory  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  of  Maine,  in  any  uniform  or  regalia 
purporting  to  be  the  uniform  or  regalia  of  a  Knight  Templar,  except  it 
be  such  as  is  prescribed  by  the  Statutes  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Encamp- 
ment of  the  United  States,  ♦  »  ♦  Subjected  to  the  above  limita- 
tions, the  request  of  Springfield  Commandery  Knights  Templars  is 
granted/' 

Permit  me  to  add  one  more  word.    I  should  not  have  granted  any 
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dispensation  to  this,  nor  will  I  to  any  subordinate  commandery  to  go 
beyond  our  dominion  without  having  obtained  the  consent  to  appear  in 
regalia  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  of  the  State  where  pilgrimag*;  is 
to  be  made.  Trusting  that  you  are  entirely  satisfied  with  my  action  and 
assuring  you  that  no  knight  in  our  jurisdiction  will  wilfully  offend 
against  any  rule  of  propriety,  not  to  say  of  duty  that  he  owes  to  a  knight 
of  a  sister  Jurisdiction, 

I  am  yours  in  knightly  bonds, 

N.  VAN  SLYCK, 

Orand  Commander. 
To  R  E.  H.  H.  Dickey, 

Grand  Commander  of  Maine, 
I  afterwards  received  the  following  reply  : 

GiuLND  Commandery  op  Maine. 

Office  of  the  Grand  Commander, 

Lewiston,  June  7th,  1872. 

Bight  Eminent  Sir  Knight : 

Your  favor  was  duly  received  and  is  in  the  highest  degree  satisfactory. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  if  my  wishes  in  the  premises  could  have  been  made 
known  to  the  Springfield  Sir  Knights,  there  would  have  been  no  occasion 
for  your  intervention,  but  of  course  1  could  only  make  them  known 
through  you. 

Your  suggestion  that  Sir  Knights  should  be  allowed  to  appear  in  their 
distinctive  capacity  in  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  only  by  the  consent  of  the 
proper  authorities  of  that  jurisdiction,  is  so  clearly  correct  that,  (although 
it  had  not  occurred  to  me  before,)  I  intend  to  adopt  it  as  my  rule  in  all 
cases  hereafter  OQcurring.    Thanking  you  for  your  ver>'  prompt  response, 

I  am  truly  and  fraternally  youre, 

H.  H.  DICKEY, 

Grand  Commander, 
R.  E.  Nicholas  Van  Slyck, 

Grand  Commander  Maseaeliuseite  and  Rhode  Inland. 

The  subject  of  regalias  was  again  brought  to  our  attention 
and  again  in  consequence  of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  one  of  onr 
subordinate  commanderies,  to  visit  our  sister  State  of  Maine. 
I  received  the  following  application  : — 

Worcester,  June  21st,  1872. 

2b  the  Eminent  Grand  Commander  of  Vie  Grand  Commandery  of  Maeea- 
ehusctis  and  E/iode  Island. 

Greeting. — At  a  special  assembly  of  Worcester  County  Commandery 
of  Knights  Templars,  held  this  Friday  evening,  June  21st,  1872,  it  was 
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tmanimotisly  voted  to  make  a  visit  to  Portland,  Maine,  On  or  about  the 
tenth  of  July  next,  and  that  the  Eminent  Commander  be  requested  to 
obtain  a  dispensation  for  said  excursion  and,  it  was  further  voted  that 
permission  be  requested  from  the  Eminent  Grand  Commander  of  Maine, 
to  visit  his  jurisdiction  with  the  insignia  of  our  order. 

• 

In  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Commandery  above  expressed 
we  would  respectfully  request  a  dispensation  for  the  purpose  above  named, 
and  further  that  you  will  communicate  with  the  Eminent  Grand  Com- 
mander of  Maine. 

JOHN  DEAN, 

Eminent  Commander. 
S.  L,  Shaffer,  Recorder. 


Again,  before  I  had  an  opportunity  to  reply,  I  received  a 
communication  from  Right  Eminent  Sir  Dickey,  enclosing  a 
communication  he  had  received  from  a  member  of  Worcester 
County  Commandery  urging  his  favorable  action  upon  an  appli- 
cation for  leave  to  appear  in  Maine,  in  regalia  other  than 
prescribed  by  United  States  Regulations,  The  letter  of  R.  E. 
Grand  Commander  is  as  follows : 

Gband  Commandery  of  Maikb. 

Office  of  the  Grand  Commander, 

Lewiston,  June  22d,  1872. 
BigTit  Eminent  Sir  Knight: 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  Sir  Knight  Warren  of  Worcester,  which, 
for  obvious  reasons  I  enclose  to  you,  and  shall  refer  him  to  you  for  an 
answer.  So  long  as  Order  No.  3,  of  the  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master 
remains  in  force,  I  can  make  no  distinction  between  our  own  and  visiting 
Sir  Knights,  in  allowing  the  use  of  tha  prohibited  costume.  Regretting 
much  the  necessity, 

I  am  truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

H.  H.  DICKEY, 

Grand  Comm>ander. 
R  E.  N.  Van  Slyck, 

Grand  Commander  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

In  consequence  of  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  I  replied  as  fol- 
lows to  application  of  Worcester  County  Commandery  : 
13 
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Office  of  Graito  Commander, 
Providence,  June  26th,  1872. 

Shninent  &r  John  Dean,  Eminent  Commander  of  Worcester  County  Com- 
mandery: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother: — I  received  the  application  of  your  commandery 
yesterday,  and  to-day  and  before  replying,  I  received  the  following  letter 
from  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  of  Maine.  ♦  *  *  *  (Read  R.  E. 
H.  H.  Dickey's  letter). 

By  this  you  see  that  the  Grand  Commander  of  Maine  has  already  deter- 
mined upon  his  course  and  that  that  course  is  to  refuse  his  consent  to 
your  appearing  in  your  regalia  within  his  jurisdiction,  and  as  his  consent 
in  my  view  is  necessary  in  the  premises,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
further  answer  the  subject  of  your  application. 

Deeply  regretting  the  situation  in  which  you  find  yourselves,  and  with 
the  highest  consideration  for  Worcester  County  Commandery, 

I  am  yours  in  knightly  bonds, 

N.  VAN  8LYCK, 

Qrand  Commxinder. 

The  result  of  this  communication  was  thai  I  received  the 
following : 

Worcester,  June  28,  1872. 

To  tJie  Bight  Eminent  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Knights  Templars  for  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

Greeting.— At  the  special  assembly  of  Worcester  County  Com- 
mandery of  Knights  Templars,  held  Thursday  evening,  June  27lh,  1872, 
in  view  of  our  not  obtaining  a  dispensation  for  the  excursion  voted  at 
the  previous  assembly  by  reason  of  permission  not  being  given  to  wear 
our  regalia  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Maine,  it  was  voted,  "that  the  Eminent 
Grand  Commander  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  be  requested  to 
apply  to  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States,  for  a  dispensation  allowing  us  to  wear  our  regalia  in  the  State  of 

Maine." 

In  accordance  with  the  above  vote  we  would  therefore  respectfully 
ask  you  to  apply  for  the  authority  desired. 

In  knightly  courtesy, 

JOHN  DEAN, 

Eminent  Commander  Worcester  County  Commandery. 

S.  L.  Shafpeu, 

Recorder, 
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To  this  I  replied  as  follows : 

OXAND   COMMANDBRY  OF  KnIOIITS  TeMPLARS  AND  THE     APPENDANT 

Orders  of  Masbachtsetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

Office  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander, 
PROvroENCB,  R.  I.,  July  26th,  1872. 

Eminent  Sir : — The  application  of  Worcester  County  Commandery 
dated  June  28th,  1872,  and  communicated  to  me  near  the  middle  of  this 
present  month,  has  been  fully  considered. 

It  would  be  deemed  by  any  Grand  Commander  as  an  impertinence  for 
any  other  Grand  Commander  to  apply  to  the  M.  E.  Grand  Master  of 
Templars  for  a  dispensation  to  apply  in  its  cfiect  within  bis  jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Master  has  issued  an  edict,  which  the  R.  E.  Grand  Com- 
mander of  Maine  construes  as  making  it  imperative  upon  him  to  prohibit 
the  use  of  any  but  regulation  regalia  in  Maine,  and  has,  as  he  claims,  so 
prohibited.  He  does  this  not  because  he  himself  either  approves  or  dis- 
approves "the  regulation,"  but  because  he  concedes  the  power  of  the  M. 
E.  Grand  Master  to  issue  said  order  and  also  because  he  construes  the 
order  as  imperative. 

Now  this  being  the  situation,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  any  Grand 
Master  would  or  ought  for  a  moment  entertain  the  application  you  desire 
me  to  make,  but  that  on  the  other  hand  would  remind  your  Grand  Com- 
mander that  it  will  be  enough  for  him  to  do,  if  he  properly  cares  for  the 
welfare  of  the  order  within  his  legitimate  jurisdiction. 

Again  you  must  be  aware  that  the  subject  of  this  order  of  the  M.  E. 
Grand  Master  is  now  in  the  hands  of  a  very  able  committee  of  the  M.  E. 
Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  which  com- 
mittee will  report  at  our  next  Annual  Asembly,  our  duty  thereunder, 
and  while  that  subject  is  being  considered  and  before  action  by  the  Grand 
Body,  I  do  not  wish  to  do  anything  to  embarrass  its  free  action,  by 
any  official  action. 

These  reasons  are  to  me  satisfactory,  and  I  trust  they  will  be  to  you  for 
not  complying  with  the  request  contained  in  the  application  of  your 
commandery. 

It  is  not  for  want  of  desire  to  gratify  your  request,  that  has  caused  me 
to  decline  action,  but  the  same  has  been  done  in  obedience  to  a  sense  of 
duty. 

With  the  greatest  regard  for  the  members  of  your  body,  and  the 
warmest  friendship  for  yourself, 

I  am  yours,  &c. , 

N.  VAN  SLYCK, 

Grand  Commander. 
To  Sir  John  Dean, 

Eminent  Grand  Commander  Worcester  County  Commandery, 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  npn  requirement  with  the  terms  of  the 
Grand  Master's  edict  in  reference  to  regalia,  prevents  all  subor- 
dinate commanderies  in  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  from 
passing  outside  of  our  territory,  if  the  ruling  of  R.  E.  Grand  Com- 
mander Dickey  is  followed  by  other  Grand  •  Commanders, 
(excepting  of  course  the  few  commanderies  who  have  adopted 
the  United  States  Regulation  Regalia).  I  have  set  forth  this 
correspondence  and  my  action  so  much  at  length,  that  your 
especial  attention  may  be  the  more  earnestly  drawn  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  that  some  action  may  be  had  in  reference  to  it  at  this 
annual  assembly.  It  shows  also  the  desirability  of  either  con- 
forming as  soon  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  will  allow  to 
the  edict,  or  the  procurement  of  its  abrogation.  The  Grand 
Commander  would  like  a  conformance,  still  he  well  knows  the 
utter  impossibility  of  complying  therewith  at  present,  not  from 
a  want  of  desire  on  the  part  of  all  knights  to  obey,  but  because 
without  saying  anything  in  reference  to  the  antiquity  of  the 
regalia  worn  by  a  majority  of  our  commanderies,  nor  its 
good  taste,  of  the  expense  of  such  a  change.  We  should  at 
least  go  as  far  as  I  recommended  in  my  address  to  the  semi- 
annual assembly,  and  should  we  go  one  step  farther  it  would  be 
well.  The  ground  of  expense  would  be  obviated  should  per- 
mission be  given  to  all  knights  to  wear  any  regalia  by  them 
now  owned,  but  forbidding  them  and  prohibiting  all  knights 
hereafter  supplying  themselves,  from  procuring  any  other  than 
that  prescribed  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States. 

Should  we  take  this  action,  I  doubt  not  that  the  M.  E.  Grand 
Master  would  cheerfully  grant  us  liberty  to  act  as  I  have  desig- 
nated, for  such  action  would  ultimately  result  in  uniformity  of 
costume  and  that  end  would  be  reached  without  pecuniary  loss 
to  any  one. 

This  correspondence  also  shows  that  we  granted  leave  to 
Springfield  Commandery  to  make  a  pilgrimage  to  St.  John's 
Commandery,  New  Brunswick.  This  leave  was  granted  purely 
and  solely  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  a  visitation  from  one 
commandery  to  another,  and  not  an  application  for  a  mere 
parade  either  by  itself,  or  with  others, 
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The  qnestion  raised  by  the  application  of  Worcester  County 
Commandery  was  not  decided,  as  the  qnestion  of  regalia  ren- 
dered it  unnecessary  for  me  to  pass  upon  the  propriety  of  per- 
mitting a  commandery  to  parade  without  any  other  object 
than  the  gratification  of  its  own  members  in  making  an  excur- 
sion in  Templar  regalia. 

On  the  11th  of  June,  1872,  in  reply  to  an  application  dated 
June  10th,  1872,  a  dispensation  was  given  to  Bristol  Com- 
mandery, "  to  perform  escort  duty  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
sachusetts in  laying  with  masonic  honors  on  Friday,  the  14th 
inst.,  at  1  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  corner  stone  of  "Grace  Episcopal 
Church/'  at  North  Attleboro',  "  and  also  on  the  same  occasion 
to  unite  in  the  celebration  of  the  seventy-fifth  anniversary  of 
Bristol  Lodge." 

On  the  12th  of  July  last,  I  received  the  two  following  appli- 
cations for  dispensations  both  of  which  were  granted : 

Worcester,  July  11th,  1872. 

To  the  Eight  Eminent  Qrand  Commander  of  tlie  Orand  Commandery  of 
Knighte  Templars  and  t?ie  Appendant  Orders  of  Massachusetts  and  BJiode 
Island,     '  Greeting. 

R.  E.  N.  Van  Slyck, — Dear  Sir  and  Brother : — At  a  special  assem- 
bly of  Worcester  County  Commandery,  held  June  28th,  it  was  stated 
that  the  Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars,  No.  7,  of 
Keene,  N.  H.,  were  about  making  a  pilgrimage  to  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  to 
return  possibly  by  the  way  of  Worcester. 

It  was  voted  that  should  they  pass  through  our  city  that  our  com- 
mandery turn  out  in  costume  to  receive  said  Hugh  de  Payens  Com- 
mandery, and  extend  to  tliem  knightly  courtesy. 

I  therefore  write  to  ask  for  a  dispensation  for  Worcester  County  Com- 
mandery to  appear  in  public  parade  for  the  above  purpose,  on  Thursday 
or  Friday,  July  18th  or  19th,  as  the  time  may  be  of  their  visitation  to  our 
city.  In  fraternal  and  knightly  bonds, 

JOHN  DEAN, 
Eminent  Commander  Worcester  County  Commandery  Knights  Templars. 

Washington  Commandery  op  Knights  Templars  No.  4. 

Office  op  the  Recorder, 

Newport,  R.  I.,  July  12th,  1872. 
BigTU  Eminent  Sir  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  Qrand  Commander  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Bliode  Island. 
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Right  Eminent  Sir : — I  am  directed  by  the  E.  Commander  of  Wash- 
ington Commandery  No.  4,  to  request  of  you  a  dispensation  allowing  our 
commandcry  to  parade  with  regalia  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  Hugh 
de  Payens  Commandery  of  Keene,  N.  H.     An  early  reply  is  requested. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

WILL.  J.  COZZENS,  Recorder. 

October  1st,  A.  D.  1872,  I  received  the  following  application 
for  dispensation : 

Marlboro',  Oct.  Ist,  1873. 

To  the  Right  Ehninent  N.  Van  Slyck  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Inland. 

Sir : — Sometime  during  the  coming  month  we  propose  to  take  part  in 
the  dedication  of  our  new  masonic  hall,  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  I  would  ask  permission  to  appear  on  street  parade  with  my 
commandery  for  the  purpose  of  performing  escort  duty  for  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  such  Sir  Knights  as  honor  us  with  their  presence. 

An  immediate  answer  will  greatly  oblige, 

Yours  in  the  order  of  knighthood, 

N.  S.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

Which  was  granted,  and  afterwards,  to  wit,  October  10th,  A. 
D.  1872,  I  received  the  following  which  was  granted  : 

MiLFORD,  Oct.  9th,  1872. 

To  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island, 

Right  Eminent  Sir : — Agreeable  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  our 
Grand  Commandery,  I  respectfully  solicit  a  dispensation  to  appear  in 
regalia  on  the  occasion  of  the  dedication  of  the  new  masonic  rooms  to  be 
occupied  by  Trinity  Commandery,  Hudson.  Hoping  you  will  grant  the 
request,  I  remain  yours  in  the  bonds  of  knightly  courtesy, 

LEONARD  FAIRBANKS, 

Commander  of  Milford  Commandery. 

I  have  also  granted  like  permission  to  Coeur  de  Lion  Com- 
mandery, as  also  to  Hugh  de  Payens  and  Natick  Commandery. 

On  the  27th  of  August  last,  I  received  the  following  from 
Berkshire  Commandery : 
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Asylum  of  Bebkshiiie  Oommakdert, 

PiTTSFiELD,  August  26th,  1872. 
Sir  Nicholas  Van  Slyek,  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander: 

Dear  Sir  Knight: — The  town  of  Pittsfield  are  erecting  a  Soldier's  Mon- 
ument, and  propose  to  dedicate  the  same  the  24th  of  September.  The 
committee  having  the  matter  in  charge  have  extended  an  invitation  to 
Berkshire  Commandery,  also  to  Springfield  Commandery  to  participate 
in  the  ceremonies  of  dedication. 

This  therefore,  is  to  ask  of  you  a  "  dispensation  '*  permitting  our  com  - 
mandery,  also  Springfield  Commandery  to  appear  in  public  procession  in 
uniform  on  that  occasion.  Our  commandery  have  not  appeared  in  pub- 
lic now  for  more  than  four  years,  and  our  Sir  Knights  are  particularly 
desirous  to  come  out  on  this  occasion. 

In  my  opinion  the  granting  of  this  request,  and  the  visit  of  our  Spring- 
field confreres  will  have  a  tendency  to  add  that  new  life  and  interest  in 
our  noble  order  which  our  commandery  so  niuch  needs.  At  the  same 
time  it  will  give  our  Sir  Knights  an  opportunity  to  return  to  our  Spring- 
field companions  some  of  the  many  knightly  courtesies  which  they  have 
been  ever  ready  to  extend  to  us.  Hoping  that  you  will  give  this  matter 
your  early  and  favorable  consideration, 

I  remain  yours  fraternally, 

H.  8.  RUSSELL, 
Eminent  Commander  Berkshire  Commandery. 

To  which  I  replied  as  follows : 

Grand  Cohmakdert  op  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

Office  of  Grand  Commander, 
Providence,  Sept.  2d,  1872. 

Eminent  Sir: — Your  communication  of  Au/?ust  26,  A.  D.  1872,  was 
received  by  me  upon  my  return  to  the  city  after  a  short  absence,  as  also 
an  earnest  letter  from  E.  Sir  Henry  Chickeriu^  our  Grand  Captain  Gen- 
eral, strongly  urging  the  granting  of  the  requests  made  in  said  communi- 
cation. The  receipt  of  this  last  letter  only  adds  to  the  reluctance  I  feel 
in  not  being  able  to  grant  your  request.  By  reference  to  the  printed  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Grand  Commandery,  you  will  see  that  the  question  of 
public  parades  has  been  elaborately  discussed  and  an  expression  of  the 
views  of  the  Grand  Commandery  made,  and  all  in  favor  of  a  curtailment 
thereof.  Again  by  reference  to  my  communication  at  our  last  semi- 
annual assembly  of  the  grand  body,  you  will  also  see  that  substantially 
the  granting  dispensations  such  as  you  desire  has  been  decided  adversely 
thereto.  I  refer  to  letter  in  reply  to  application  of  Connecticut  Valley 
Commandery.    That  was  an  application  to  parade  on  Decoration  Day. 

There  is  no  masonic  duty  to  be  performed,  as  your  communication  is 
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understood,  and  to  granl  your  request  is  to  permit  two  commanderies 
to  form  a  part  of  a  civic  procession,  taking  position  precisely  as  any 
organized  body  of  men  tliercin  shall  take  posilion,  and  with  no  duty  to 
perform,  such  as  is  contemplated  in  our  organization.  Were  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massacluisetts  to  perform  any  duty  upon  the  occasion 
referred  to,  it  would  have  afforded  us  great  pleasure  not  only  to  accord  to 
you  the  privilege  of  escorting  it,  but  also  to  be  present  with  you. 

You  will  permit  me  to  add  that  I  am  sustained  in  the  propriety  of  my 
action  by  the  views  expressed  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in 
Massachusetts  in  his  letter  of  May  last  *  upon  this  very  subject  as  well  as 
the  uniform  action  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Masters  of  Masons  in  Rhode 
Island.  Nor  am  I  aware  that  any  body  of  Templars  have  ever  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  taken  any  subordinate 
part  in  any  public  procession,  nor  formed  a  part  of  any  such  procession 
except  engaged  in  the  performance  of  a  masonic  duty. 

I  can  well  understand  your  anxiety  or  rather  desire,  and  duly  appre- 
ciate the  patriotic  feelings  that  prompt  you  and  our  worthy  knights  of 
Berkshire  in  your  and  their  wish,  but  a  sense  of  duty  compels  me  to  refuse 
my  consent.    This  refusal  however,  as  you  well  know,  only  prevents  you 


*  Masonic  Temple,  Bo0TOM,  May  14, 1872. 
To  Danikl  Upton,  Esq.,  D.  G.  Master,  DiBtrict  No.  9. 

Dear  Sir  and  R.  W.  JBro^/t^r.— Personally,  I  have  a  very  great  repugnance  to  public 
masonic  ceremonies  and  parades,  and  I  never  participate  In,  or  consent  to  them,  except 
in  deference  to  the  earnest  wishes  of  brethren  whose  opinions  on  such  subjects  I  con- 
sider entitled  to  great  respect;  and  then  only  when  the  precedents  are  clear.  There  are 
so  many  associations  in  existence  now  which  imitate  the  titles,  the  regalia  and  the  forms 
of  masonry,  that  the  profane  will  soon  regard  them  as  of  equal  importance  and  dignity, 
unless  wo  teach  them  to  the  contrary  by  holding  ourselves,  as  masons,  aloof  from  all 
public  displays,  except  upon  the  grandest  occai«ions. 

In  olden  time  people  so  rarely  saw  a  masonic  procession  that  they  remembered  it  as 
long  as  they  lived;  it  was  an  event  of  a  lifetime.  The  tendency  now  is  to  make  them  as 
frequent  and  as  common  as  the  parades  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  Knights  of  Pythias, 
the  Odd  Fellows,  or  the  Knightti  of  St.  Patrick.  These  organizations  may  be,  and  doubt- 
less are,  very  worthy  and  excellent,  bu  t  they  are  not  to  be  compared  with  freemasonry. 
They  are  modern,  local  and  trausitory,  while  freemasonry  is  ancient,  universal  and  co-ex- 
tensive with  time.  There  is  no  surer  way  to  impress  this  distinction  upon  the  minds  of 
the  uninitiated  than  to  confine  our  displays  and  ceremonies  to  duly  tiled  lodges.  If 
'^familiarity  breeds  contempt,^'  let  us  endeavor  to  secure  respect  by  a  return  to  the 
strictest  possible  secrcsy. 

I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  express  these  views  to  you  at  this  time,  as  it  is  not  un- 
likely that  applications  may  be  made  to  you  to  grant  dispensations  for  public  masonic 
processions  upon  Decoration  Day.  That  occtision  is  observed  in  every  town  in  the 
country  at  each  annual  recurrence.  It  is  uot  such  a  special  and  rare  occasion  as  would 
seem  to  justify  the  waiving  of  the  express  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  I  greatly 
fear  that  if  such  dispensations  are  granted  frequently,  the  dignity  of  the  institution  will 
be  materially  lowered.  I  therefore  trust  that  if  such  applications  are  made  to  you,  you 
will  decline  to  grant  them  except  for  peculiar  and  pressing  reasons. 

Very  truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)  SERENO  D.  NICKERSON, 

Orand  Masttr. 


from  taking  part  as  a  commandery  in  the  regalia  of  the  order  and  in  no 
way  landers  any  member  of  your  commandery  from  doing  all  he  pleases 
in  promoting  the  interest  of  tlie  occasion.  Not  douhting  yom:  cheerful 
submission  to  our  views,  and  beliering  that  my  action  will  conduce  to  the 
general  welfare  of  the  order, 

I  am  yours  in  knightly  bonds, 

N.  VAN  8LYCK, 

Grand  Commfjmder. 
To  H.  S.  Russell, 

E.  Commander  BefrkMre  Commandery. 

Afterwards  I  received  a  visit  from  E.  Commander  Russell, 
who  strongly  urged  me  to  rescind  my  refusal  and  grant  the 
leave  prayed  for,  but  I  was  unable  to  find  any  good  reason  for 
such  change,  but  feeling  desirous  of  gratifying  the  knights 
of  Berkshire,  could  I  do  so,  I  finally  referred  him  to  the  M.  E. 
Past  Grand  Master  of  Templars,  Gardner,  assuring  him  that 
his  judgment  would  control  my  own  should  it  differ  from  my 
own.    Afterwards  I  received  from  him  the  following : 

Boston,  September  7th,  1872. 
N.  Van  Slyck: — Grand  Commander : 

Dear  Sir  Knight, —  I  find  that  Sir  Knight  Gardner  is  oui  of  town,  and 
I  shall  not  be  able  to  see  him.  I  laid  my  case  before  P.  G.  M.  Titus,  and 
be  says  unequivocally  that  on  an  occasion  of  this  nature,  that  he  tliinks 
there  will  be  no  impropriety  in  your  granting  our  request.  He  refers  me 
to  a  letter  of  G.  M.  Nickerson,  (a  copy  of  which  I  enclose)  and  which 
Sir  Knight  Titus  has  kindly  allowed  me  to  copy,  which  bears  directly 
upon  this  subject.  Now  if  it  is  proper  for  a  lodge  of  masons  to  appear  on 
such  an  occasion,  I  think  there  is  much  more  propriety  in  allowing  a 
commandery  the  same  license,  as  we  are  confessedly  a  military  organiza- 
tion, and  organized  3pecial]y  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  display,  (while 
the  lodge  makes  no  pretension  for  such  a  purpose.)  Sir  Knight  Titus 
objects  to  putting  his  opinion  in  writing  on  the  ground  that,  "  you  have 
assumed  the  office  of  Grand  Commander  and  must  also  assume  the 
responsibilities  of  the  office."  But  says,  "if  the  case  were  his  to  decide  he 
should  not  hesitate  in  his  course."  It  seems  to  me  that  with  this  decision 
and  ruling  of  G.  M.  Nickerson,  to  say  nothing  about  any  other  circum- 
stances bearing  upon  the  case,  you  may  see  your  way  clear  to  grant  our 
request 

It  is  yery  desirable  that  we  shall  know  what  answer  you  may  make  on 
Monday  the  9th  instant  in  time  for  the  regular  assembly  of  our  command- 
ery on  the  evening  of  that  day,  and  will  feel  obliged  to  you  if  you  will 
telegraph  me  "yes  or  no,"  at  my  expense,  Monday,  and  if  favorable  let 

14 


106  PROCEEDIKGS  Ot  TME    GRaKB  COMMAKDEBt 

the  dispensation  come  at  your  leisure.  I  suppose  you  understand  that 
the  application  covers  Springfield  Commandery  as  well  as  ours,  for  I 
think  it  would  be  of  little  use  for  us  to  try  to  come  out  without  Spring- 
field Commandery  came  also.    Hoping  to  receive  a  favorable  response  to 

this  I  remain, 

Yours  very  truly, 

H.  8.  RUSSELL, 

Eminent  Commander  Berkshire  Commandery. 

The  following  is  the  letter  of  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Nickerson, 
referred  to  in  E.  Commander  Eussell's  letter : 

Boston,  May  30, 1872. 
Hon.  Edward  Avery,  D.  D.  G.  Master,  District  No.  16. 

Dear  Sir  and  R.  W.  Brother : — An  application  was  made  to  me  at  8 
o'clock  yesterday  afternoon,  by  Corner  Stone  Lodge,  of  Duxbury,  to 
grant  them  a  dispensation  to  join  in  a  public  procession  to-day  for  the 
purpose  of  dedicating  a  Soldiers'  Monument. 

I  referred  the  messenger  to  you,  but  he  replied  that  an  effort  to  find  you 
(at  Brain  tree,  I  believe),  had  failed,  and  that  he  had  not  time  to  go  to 
your  office  before  the  train  left.  I  granted  the  request,  and  think  it 
proper  to  give  you  my  reasons,  inasmuch  as  I  have  so  recently  written  to 
you  advising  not  to  grant  too  great  license  in  such  cases. 

The  object  of  the  procession,  as  I  was  informed,  was  to  dedicate  a 
Soldiers'  Monument,  an  occasion  which  will  probably  never  occur  again, 
and  therefore  quite  different  from  the  annual  decoration  of  graves.  As 
an  oration  is  to  be  delivered  it  seemed  to  me  to  be,  for  that  locality,  one 
of  those  special  and  grand  occasions  when  a  masonic  lodge  might  prop- 
erly participate.  It  is  also  quite  possible  that  the  Grand  Lodge  itself,  may 
accept  a  similar  invitation  from  the  authorities  of  Charlestown  for  the 
17th  of  June.  Furthermore  the  time  was  so  short  that  had  I  refused  the 
dispensation,  opportunity  would  not  be  afforded  for  sufficiently  explain- 
ing my  reasons,  and  thus  dispelling  any  ill  feeling  which  disappointment 
might  cause.  The  latter  danger  seemed  to  me  greater,  and  more  likely  to 
injure  the  craft  than  any  which  might  r»isult  from  a  single  public  appear- 
ance in  a  place  like  Duxbury.  For  these  reasons  1  yielded  to  their  wishes 
and  granted  a  dispensation,  which  if  time  had  allowed,  I  should  have 
insisted  must  come  from  you. 

Very  truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)  SERENO  D.  NICKERSON, 

Grand  Master, 

My  reply  was  as  follows : 
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Grand  Commandbry  of  Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant 
Orders  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

Office  op  the  R.  E.  Commander, 

Providence,  R.  I.,  Sept.  0th,  1872. 

To  H.  8.  Russell, — E.  Commander  Berkshire  Commandery : 

Eminent  Sir : — Yours  dated  Boston,  September  7th,  1872,  came  to  hand 
this  A.  M.,  and  I  reply  at  once.  Although  the  opinion  of  R.  E.  Past 
Grand  Master  Titus  is  entitled  to  great  weight,  and  is  generally  one  that 
can  be  with  safety  followed,  yet  in  view  of  the  action  of  R.  E.  Grand 
Commander  Dean  with  the  at  least  quasi  endorsement  of  his  views  by 
the  Grand  Body,  I  would  not  feel  warranted  in  changing  the  purport  of 
my  communication  of  September  2,  1872.  But  you  have  enclosed  me  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Massachusetts, 
to  the  Hon.  Edward  Avery,  which  causes  me  a  considerable  embarrass- 
ment, but  on  the  whole  shows  me  the  propriety  of  granting  your  request; 
not  that  the  reasons  appear  soimd,  but  because  it  is  a  decision  of  the 
Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  your  part  of  our  jurisdiction. 

The  care  of  the  craft  is  especially  entrusted  to  him,  and  his  rulings  and 
decisions  unless  opposed  to  the  ' '  ancient  land  marks  of  the  order,*'  are 
binding  upon  all  masons  in  Massachusetts.  It  is  to  him  that  all  within 
his  jurisdiction  (when  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  is  not  in  session)  look,  for 
masonic  law  and  direction. 

Taking  this  view  it  seems  to  me  that  he  has  decided  that  the  dedication 
of  a  Soldiers'  Monument  by  reason  of  its  rarity,  is  a  proper  occasion  for  a 
lodge  of  masons  to  take  part  in  and  most  certainly  if  proper  for  a  lodge, 
it  is  not  improper  for  a  commandery. 

Berkshire  Commandery  will  thereupon  be  permitted,  in  full  regalia  to 

parade  upon  the  24th  instant,  the  denial  of  liberty  to  make  said  parade  in 

communication  to  you  of  the  date  of  September  2d,  1872,  being  hereby 

withdrawn. 

Yours  in  knightly  bonds, 

N.  VAN  SLYCK, 

Grand  Commander. 

The  granting  of  this  dispensation  made  it  imperative  upon 
me  to  give  Springfield  and  Northampton  commanderies  dispen- 
sations to  join  with  Berkshire,  each  having  made  an  application 
to  be  permitted  to  be  the  guests  of  Berkshire  Commandery. 

As  you  will  see,  leave  was  granted  in  this  instance  to  make 
parade,  not  that  such  action  was  in  accordance  with  my  own 
judgment,  but  because,  first,  of  the  ruling  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  of  Massachusetts,  and  secondly,  because  to  do  otherwise 
was  to  finally  decide  the  whole  question  so  far  as  this  com* 
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manderj  was  concerned,  a  qaestion  deserying  the  deliberate 
action  of  this  body.  In  fact  it  was  claimed  that  such  action  as 
has  been  had,  was  not  had  in  such  a  way  as  to  obtain  the  true 
judgment  of  the  Grand  Comraandery.  To  me  the  mere  fact 
of  the  rarity  of  the  opportunity  is  but  a  poor  reason  for  the 
distinction  between  what  is,  and  vrhat  is  not  a  proper  time  for 
allowing  our  subordinates  to  parade.  I  do  not  intend  that  my 
action  in  reference  to  Berkshire  Commandery  shall  be  deemed 
a  precedent,  as  such  action  would  not  have  been  taken  had 
there  been  any  way  to  refer  the  matter  to  you ;  an<l  after  the  rul- 
ing of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  I  could  not  consent  to  put  this 
body  in  the  position  of  apparently  acting  counter  to  that  ruling 
upon  a  question  of  masonic  law  and  custom,  yet  I  cannot  but 
believe  that  upon  a  review  of  that  decision,  that  it  will  be 
reversed ;  at  any  rate  it  is  due  to  your  Grand  Commander  that 
you  should  decide  this  matter  in  such  a  distinct  way  as  that  it 
cannot  hereafter  be  said,  that  the  Grand  Commandery  has  not 
passed  upon  it,  or  that  it  may  be  doubtful  what  the  opinion  of 
the  Grand  Body  is.  The  importance  of  the  subject  is  my 
excuse  for  treating  it  so  much  at  large. 

Hugh  de  Paynes  Commandery  was  also  granted  leave  to 
make  a  complimentary  parade  in  templar  costume  to  its  E.  Com- 
mander Sir  Thomas  Winship,  on  last  St.  John's  Day.  This 
was  asked  and  granted  as  a  mark  of  love  and  affection  on  the 
part  of  the  commandery  towards  its  commander  then  pros- 
trated by  illness, 

GRAND    ENCAMPMENT  TAX. 

At  the  last  annual  assembly  the  following  was  passed : 

*•  Voted,  That  the  E.  Grand  Treasurer  be  directed  to  honor  any  draft 
upon  him  by  the  V.  E.  Grand  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
the  United  States,  which  shall  not  exceed  a  sum  equal  to  five  cents  for 
each  knight  enrolled  as  members  of  the  several  subordinate  commander- 
ies  at  the  last  return  of  such  commanderies." 

When  this  vote  was  made,  I  at  least,  understood  that  this  ''five 
cent  tax  "  was  but  for  one  year,  but  find  that  it  is  a  yearly  tax. 
So  understanding  it,  I  was  not  unwilling  to  have  it  paid  out  of 
the  funds  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  a  course  of  proceeding 
y^ry  objectionable  if  it  is  to  continue,  as  it  is  a  tax  growing  in 
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amount  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  knights  in  our  jurisdic- 
tion. We  have  paid  this  year  $190.90,  and  now  claim  is  made  for 
$213.30,  and  another  year  five  cents  more  for  each  additional 
knight  made,  will  be  claimed  and  so  on  to  the  end.  It  will  be 
seen  that  this  seemingly  small  tax  becomes  a  great  burden  if  the 
Grand  Commandery  is  to  meet  it  from  its  own  funds.  If  we 
do  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  sometime  happen  that  the  Grand 
Commandery  will  pay  more  tax  for  a  subordinate,  than  the 
Subordinate  pays  into  its  treasury.  As  for  example,  St.  John's 
Commandery  has  nearly  reached  four  hundred  members,  and 
Boston  five  hundred;  now  upon  that  basis  we  will  have  to  pay 
for  St.  John's  twenty  dollars,  and  for  Boston,  twenty-five  dollars. 
This  is  certainly  a  great  burden  upon  us  and  in  my  judgment 
a  very  unfair  tax,  unless  such  tax  is  brought  to  reach  each 
knight  The  number  of  members  of  subordinate  command- 
eries  does  not  necessarily  express  the  ability  of  a  Grand  Body 
to  pay,  nor  the  number  of  members  of  a  subordinate  com- 
mandery necessarily  express  its  ability  to  pay.  If  grand  bodies 
are  to  be  taxed  let  them  be  taxed  alike,  that  is,  the  same  sura 
as  bodies  and  such  increase  upon  that  as  they  may  increase  in 
number  during  that  year;  that  is  upon  the  same  principle  that 
in  this  jurisdiction  we  tax  subordinate  bodies.  These  consid- 
erations however  are  more  germane  to  a  repeal  of  their  action 
by  the  Grand  Encampment,  than  to  the  present  occasion. 
The  discussion  of  its  change  belongs  to  the  next  triennial  meet- 
ing of  the  Gnxnd  Encampment,  but  in  the  meantime  what  shall 
we  do  ?  shall  we  continue  as  we  begun  ?  or  shall  we  place  the 
burdens  npon  subordinates  that  subordinates  may  place  it  upon 
individual  knights  ?  With  the  change  made  two  years  ago, 
which  has  reduced  and  still  reduces  our  income  two-fifths,  and 
in  view  of  the  many  and  necessary  expenses  of  this  Grand  Body 
it  is  imprudent  for  us  to  assume  it,  for  all  must  result  in  reduc- 
ing the  property  of  this  Grand  Body,  and  such  action  could 
only  result  finally  in  placing  extra  burdens  upon  subordinates 
for  our  own  support.  This  subject  should  receive  your  atten- 
tion at  once  and  I  therefore  recommend  its  reference  to  a  com- 
mittee with  instructions  to  report  a  plan  for  an  assessment  of 
this  tax  within  our  jurisdiction. 

Jt  will  be  renaembere4  that  the  application  of  Sir  Kiiight  K- 
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S.  Pope  and  others  for  a  dispensation  to  form  and  open  a  com- 
mandery  of  Knights  Templars,  &c.,  at  Hyannis,  was  referred  to  a  * 
committee  at  the  last  semi-annual  assembly,  and  that  npon  their 
request  said  committee  were  authorized  and  empowered  to  take 
evidence  and  receive  such  statements  as  might  be  made  for  and 
against  the  granting  of  said  application,  and  to  report  in  writing 
to  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  who  should  thereupon  be  recom- 
mended to  issue  or  withhold  a  dispensation  according  to  report 
of  said  committee.  I  am  happy  to  report  that  such  committee 
has  discharged  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  that  said  committee 
recommend  the  postponement  of  the  matter  to  a  day  future 
for  reasons  set  forth  more  fully  in  their  report,  which  with  the 
evidence  is  herewith  submitted  ;  of  course  dispensation  has  been 
withheld. 

Boston,  September  25, 1872. 

a.  E.  Sir  Nichohis  Van  Slyck : —  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  Massachtisetts  and  Rhode  M^nd : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  entrusted  at  the  Semi- Annual  Assembly 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  in  May  last  the  consideration  of  the  questions 
involved  in  the  petition  of  Sir  Knight  R.  S.  Pope  and  others,  for  a  dis- 
pensation to  form  and  open  a  commandery  at  Hyannis,  within  this  juris- 
diction, have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  after  delays  due  to 
the  season  and  the  distance  of  the  members  from  each  other,  have  at 
length  instructed  me  to  present  to  you  their  conclusions.  You  will 
doubtless  remember  that  at  the  assembly  in  May,  the  petitioners  did  not 
appear  before  the  committee,  and  in  consequence  there  was  no  adequate 
presentation  of  their  claim.  At  that  time,  however,  certain  evidence 
was  offered  to  the  committee,  the  effect  of  which  was,  to  some  extent, 
adverse  to  the  petitionee.  Therefore  the  obvious  course  to  be  pursued 
was  the  course  adopted  by  the  Grand  Commandery,  viz.,  the  ordering  of 
a  citation  to  the  petitioners,  and  all  others  interested,  to  appear  before  the 
committee  with  the  presentation  of  such  facts  and  opinions  as  might 
elucidate  the  matter  and  aid  in  the  formation  of  a  sound  conclusion  in 
the  premises.  Such  citation  has  been  issued,  and  as  many  of  the  petition- 
ers as  were  needful  for  the  expression  of  the  views  entertained  (so  to 
speak)  on  each  side  of  this  interesting  question  have  appeared,  or  given 
their  testimony  in  writing,  before  your  committee. 

Upon  this  testimony  which  is  herewith  submitted  for  the  consideration 
of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  a  majority  of  your  committee  entertain 
no  doubt  that  a  dispensation  in  accordance  with  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners should  for  the  present  be  refaml.  We  are  persuaded  that  the  best 
interests  of  the  petitioners  and  the  locality  they  represent  will  probably 
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be  subserved  by  the  postponement  of  the  attempt  to  establish  the  com- 
mandery  to  a  day  fature,  not,  we  tiiist,  far  distant,  when  the  chances  of  a 
solid  and  permanent  success  may  be  brighter  than  we  can  now  reasona- 
bly regard  them. 

It  is  due  to  the  minority  of  your  committee,  E.  Sir  Knights  Ellison  and 
Rug^,  to  say  that  they  differ  from  us  in  opinion,  and  are  satisfied  that  the 
prospects  of  the  success  of  the  petitioners  in  the  establishment  of  a  com- 
mandery  at  Hyannis  are  sufficient  to  warrant  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander 
in  issuing  his  dispensation  therefor. 

Respectfully  and  fraternally,  in  behalf  the  committee, 

TRACY  P.  CHEEVER, 

Chairman. 

Orleans,  July  11th,  1873. 

Mr.  Tracy  P.  Cheever  : — Dear  Sir  and  Brother  : — Yours  of  the  10th 
received.  My  name  do€8  appear  on  the  petition  for  a  commandery  at 
Hyannis,  as  I  understood  nearly  all  the  '*Sir  Knights"  in  the  county  were 
ready  to  sign  and  help  it  start.  I  informed  them  at  the  time  they  must 
not  count  on  me  further  than  the  use  of  my  name,  as  I  should  not  leave 
my  present  commandery.  Had  I  known  then  what  I  do  now  on  the  sub- 
ject should  not  have  put  my  name  to  the  petition. 

It  does  not  seem  to  me  either  necessary  or  even  expedient  to  start  one 
at  present,  there  will  be  such  a  lack  of  officers  properly  posted  to  carry  it 
on.  So  far  as  I  can  learn  it  seems  to  be  those  who  have  not  received  the 
"Oi*ders**  that  are  most  anxious  to  have  it  established. 

Yours  fraternally, 

I.  H.  CUMMINGS. 
To  Tracy  P.  Cheever,  Chairman  of  Committee. 


Provincetown,  July  11th,  1872. 

Tracy  P.  Cheever,  Esq. :— -Dear  Sir  and  Brother :— Yours  of  the  10th 
was  duly  received,  and  in  answer  will  say  in  all  frankness,  after  due  de- 
liberation, that  I  think  it  will  be  of  no  benefit  to  masonry  or  advantage 
to  our  Cape  brethren  to  have  a  commandery  located  at  Hyannis.  It  is 
true  that  I  signed  the  petition,  but  the  rejisons  are  simply  these, — some  of 
my  particular  friends  were  anxious  to  have  a  commandery  located  on 
the  Cape ;  my  first  impression  was  that  it  would  be  well,  but  the  more  I 
thought  of  the  matter  the  less  I  think  of  the  project.  I  shall  not  sever 
my  connection  with  Boston  Encampment. 

Yours  truly, 

JOSEPH  P.  JOHNSON. 
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In  re  Petition  op  Sir  Knight  R.  S.  Pope,  et  als.,  for  new  Com- 

MANDERY  AT  HyANNIS. 

(TeBtimony.) 

R.  8.  Pope.  There  are  three  Chapters  in  and  aroand  Hyannis.  One 
in  Hyannis,  one  in  Nantucket,  twenty-three  or  twenty-four  miles  distant, 
and  one  in  West  Harwich,  seven  or  eight  miles  distant.  The  chapter  in 
Hyannis  numbers  about  70,  in  West  Harwich  49,  and  in  Nantucket  21. 
From  these  chapters  we  have  the  names  of  fifty-two  or  fifty-three  to  take 
the  Orders.  Of  these  twenty-one  are  ready  to  take  them  now,  the  others 
are  at  sea,  but  will  probably  be  ready  within  a  year.  They  are  mostly 
located  in  Hyannis  or  within  ten  miles.  There  are  three,  I  think,  in 
Nantucket.  We  have  now  two  Sir  Knights  in  Hyannis  village,  and  five 
others  within  four  miles.  Dr.  Pineo  and  Capt.  John  Baxter  will  take  hold 
and  fit  themselves  to  hold  ofllce. 

I  think  wfe  shall  be  at  no  trouble  about  workers.  We  make  no  calcula- 
tion upon  getting  candidates  farther  ofi'than  Wellfleet,  about  twenty-five 
miles  off.  We  don't  count  on  Provincetown.  We  calculate  upon  taking 
ihe  territory  lyiqg  between  Wareham  on  the  west,  twenty-five  miles,  and 
Wellfleet  on  the  east,  and  including  Nantucket.  The  boat  goes  between 
Hyannis  and  Nantucket  four  times  a  week. 

I  think  the  commandery  should  be  established  at  Hyannis  rather  than 
at  Harwich,  as  the  most  central  point,  and  connected  both  ways  by  the 
railroad.  Our  people  at  Hyannis  would  not  go  to  West  Harwich  if  a 
commandery  wore  established,  partly  from  the  distance,  but  more  from 
the  feeling  that  it  ought  to  be  at  Hyannis.  I  make  these  statements  as  a 
representative  of  the  petitioners. 

In  re  Commandery  at  Hyannis. 

Joseph  K.  Baker,  one  of  the  petitioners,  D.  G.  Master  of  that  district 
about  six  years.  Have  worked  in  the  diflferent  orders  of  masonry  about 
twenty  years.  Never  have  been  without  holding  an  office  in  some  branch 
of  the  fraternity.  Signed  the  petition  under  very  strong  pressure,  and 
not  until  six  months  after  it  was  suggested  to  me.  I  wish  to  withdraw 
my  name  from  it  now,  as  I  do  not  propose  to  leave  Boston  Commandery 
with  which  I  am  affiliated.  I  have  been  informed  by  certain  other  peti- 
tioners that  they  would  neither  hold  ofiice  in  the  commandery  at  Hyannis, 
nor  leave  the  commanderies  with  which  they  are  now  affiliated.  The 
rejison  of  this  is,  that  we  think  a  commandery  at  Hyannis  would  not  be 
sustained.  Those  who  would  be  inclined  to  sustain  it  are  so  connected 
with  other  bodies  that  they  would  give  no  time  or  attention  to  this.  The 
population  around  Hyannis  is  too  sparse  to  sustain  a  commandery.  There 
is  no  one  of  the  petitioners,  except  Brother  Pope,  who  could  be  depended 
upon  as  an  ofilcer.  I  think  it  would  be  setting  it  large  to  say  that  there 
would  be  ten  candidates  in  a  year;  this  is  my  judgment  from  what  the 
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tnen  have  said  to  me.  It  is  understood  that  the  boat  from  Nantucket  to 
Hyannls  is  to  be  discontinued.  From  the  best  judgment  I  can  form,  if  a 
commandery  should  be  established  at  Hyannis  it  would  live  but  feebly 
for  a  few  years  and  then  die  out.  I  think  the  same  objections  would  lie 
against  the  establishment  of  a  commandery  at  Harwich.  In  fact,  the 
objection  lies  against  the  entire  locality.  We  have  as  much  in  Blue  Lodge 
and  R  A.  Masonry  as  we  can  attend  to. 

NEW  COMMANDERIES. 

Charters  having  been  granted  at  the  last  semi-annual  assem- 
bly to  Natick  and  Coenr  de  Lion  Commanderies,  (XJ.  D.,) 
both  have  been  constituted;  Natick  on  the  6th  and  Coeur  de 
Lion  on  the  7th,  of  June  last.  You  will  find  a  full  report  of 
the  same  in  the  Abstract  of  Proceedings.  By  such  reference 
you  will  see  that  an  address  was  delivered  at  Natick  by  E.  Sir 
Bev.  Henry  W.  Rugg.  I  take  this  occasion  to  publicly  (as  I  haVe 
privately),  thank  him  for  his  eloquent  and  valuable  tribute  to 
Templar  Masonry. 


VISITATIONS. 

In  addition  to  visitations  heretofore  reported,  I  have  made 
the  following:  On  the  16th  September  last,  Springfield  Com- 
mandery was  visited.  The  assembly  was  special  and  in  conse- 
quence of  a  direction  from  me  ;  there  was  no  candidate,  but  E. 
Sir  Knight  Ray  made  an  interesting  exempHHcation  of  the 
work  on  the  order  of  the  Temple.  This  E.  Sir  Knight  has 
certainly  the  power  to  command  and  all  things  there  indicate 
that  he  has  infused  great  interest  in  his  command.  This  com- 
mandery was  never  in  better  condition  and  none  in  the  juris- 
diction is  in  better  drill. 

On  the  next  evening,  the  17th  September,  made  visitation  to 
Northampton ;  work  exemplified  was  upon  the  order  of  the  Red 
Cross.  I  found  the  body  in  a  healthy  condition,  its  members 
imbued  with  a  love  for  the  order,  and  its  officers  well  grounded 
in  the  ritual  of  the  order  exemplified.  This  commandery  is 
filling  its  proper  mission. 

I  had  made  an  appointment  to  meet  C  uinecticut  Valley 
Commandery  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  September,  but  found 
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upon  my  arrival  that  the  hall  was  to  be  occupied  by  the  Chap- 
ter, 80  that  the  commandery  could  not  meet  I  yisited  the 
recorder,  inspected  the  records,  and  generally  got  all  the  infor- 
mation I  could  in  reference  to  its  condition.  I  found  among 
other  things  that  the  commander  had  moved  to  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  that  from  that  circumstance  among  others, 
there  had  been  a  lull  in  the  work,  but  Wiis  assured  that  all 
looked  well  for  the  future. 

On  the  evening  of  the  20th  September,  I  visited  Berkshire 
Commandery,  at  Pittsfield.  Work  was  exemplified  upon  the 
order  of  the  Temple,  and  was  rendered  with  a  degree  of  accu- 
racy (although  under  unfavorable  circumstances),  truly  com- 
mendable. Before  and  during  the  visitation,  I  met  our  E. 
Grand  Captain  General  and  was  placed  under  renewed  obliga- 
tion by  his  kindness  and  courtesy. 

On  the  evening  of  the  26th  September,  I  visited  Worcester 
County  where  at  my  request  the  order  of  Malta  was  worked  in 
full.     The  work  was  in  E.  Sir  John  Dean's  best  style. 

After  exercises  in  the  asylum  an  entertainment  was  given  at 
the  Lincoln  House,  where  a  couple  of  hours  were  passed  in  the 
enjoyments  of  the  table  and  the  usual  after-dinner  speeches. 

This  last  visitation  completed  all  that  had  been  reserved  for 
myself,  but  in  addition  thereto,  at  the  request  of  V.  E.  Charles 
A.  Stott,  he  having  been  excused  from  making  visitation  to 
Calvary  Commandery,  on  the  evening  of  October  first,  accom- 
panied by  E.  Sir  Knight  Nelson  W.  Aldrich,  I  visited  the 
commandery ;  I  found  a  large  attendance,  and  the  work  of  the 
Temple  exemplified  in  a  manner  that  shew  that  E.  Sir  John  P. 
Luther  its  commander  had  faithfully  done  his  whole  duty  in 
looking  after  a  faithful  rendering  of  the  authorized  work. 

Sir  Knights  Rice  and  Hayward  of  Calvary  Commandery 
tendered  to  the  Officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery  and  the 
Past  Grand  Commanders  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  an  enter- 
tainment at  their  beautiful  summer  residence  upon  Narragan- 
sett  bay,  about  four  miles  below  Pi-ovidence.  The  invitation 
was  accepted  for  the  3d  day  of  October,  1872.    After  which 
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Calvary  Commandery  oflfered  a  mounted  escort  to  the  Grand 
Officers,  which  offer  was  accepted.  It  was  an  occasion  that 
will  long  be  remembered  by  those  who  took  part  therein.  For 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  Templarism  in  Rhode  Island  a 
body  of  mounted  knights,  with  swords  and  lances  and  with 
horses  appropriately  caparisoned,  appeared  upon  her  soil,  and 
with  an  effect  only  to  be  appreciated  by  seeing  it. 

The  whole  day  was  passed  in  festivity,  social  converse  and 
finally  with  many  short  but  appropriate  speeches.  All  felt 
upon  their  return  that  it  was  a  "  white  day  "  in  the  Templar 
calendar. 

GETHSEMANE  COMMANDERY,  (U.  D.) 

The  by-laws  of  Gethsemane  Commandery,  (TJ.  D.)  have  been 
forwarded  to  me  for  approval  and  the  same  are  herewith  sub- 
mitted. I  have  received  information  that  an  application  will 
be  made  at  this  assembly  for  a  charter.  This  commandery  was 
visited  by  E.  Sir  Charles  M.  Avery,  special  deputy.  The  fol- 
lowing report  shows  the  result  of  snch  visitation,  as  well  as  his 
very  valuable  opinion  of  its  fitness  to  receive  charter  at  your 
hands. 

To  the  Bight  Eminent  Sir  Nicholas  Van  Slycky  Chrand  Commander  of  the 
Orand  Commandery  of  MassacMisetts  and  Rhode  Island: 

Right  Eminent  Sir  : — In  accordance  with  your  request,  on  the  even- 
ing of  October  2tl,  1872,  I  visited  "Gethsemane  Commandery,"  working 
under  dispenHation,  at  Newtonville,  Mass.,  on  which  occasion  the  work 
upon  the  three  orders  was  exemplified,  and  everything  considered,  was 
rendered  in  a  very  creditable  manner.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  reporting 
this  new  commandery  in  excellent  condition.  Its  officers  are  inspired 
with  that  zeal  and  love  for  the  work  in  which  they  are  engaged,  that 
always  brings  success,  and  should  a  charter  be  granted,  I  doubt  not  it 

will  become  one  of  the  most  flourishing  and  prosperous  in  the  jurisdic- 
tion. 

CHARLES  M.  AVERY, 

Special  Deputy. 

COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 

The  method  by  which  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  obtaining 
wbi^t  commanderies  are  represented,  and  who  the^t  were  entitled 
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to  seats  in  the  Grand  Body  were  present  for  the  purpose  of 
record  as  well  as  verification  of  ballots,  was  one  better  adapted 
to  the  early  days  in  our  history  than  now.  Then  by  reason  of 
the  small  niimbere  of  subordinate  bodies  as  also  of  the  members 
of  the  Grand  Body,  it  was  easy  for  the  Grand  Recorder  to  get  a 
very  correct  list  of  those  present.  But  all  this  is  now  changed, 
to-day  there  are  thirty-four  chartered  commanderies,  and  Geth- 
semane  (U.  D.)  is  now  asking  to  be  made  the  thirty-fifth.  These 
with  the  greatly  increased  number  of  representatives  consequent 
upon  our  great  increase,  renders  it  difficult  if  not  impossible, 
in  view  of  our  limited  sessions,  and  of  his  other  necessarv  duties 
for  the  Grand  Recorder  to  obtain  a  full  and  detailed  list  of  the 
representatives.  In  order  to  meet  this  necessity  I  have  taken 
upon  myself  the  authority  to  appoint  a  committee  on  creden- 
tials for  this  session,  who  have  been  directed  to  cause  every 
person  entitled  to  a  seat  here  to  sign  the  blanks  you  have  seen. 
We  shall  thus  have  a  full  and  authentic  list  of  all  here  present, 
which  going  into  our  records  will  be  of  more  and  more  value 
as  time  goes  by.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  provide  by  consti- 
tutional provision  for  a  permanent  committee  on  credentials. 
I  commend  the  subject  to  your  attention. 

E.  SIR  JAMES  SALSBURY. 

One  of  our  oldest  Templars  has  fallen,  but  only  fell  when  full 
of  years,  and  after  having  fought  manfully  the  battle  of  life. 
In  June  last  he  was  struck  down  and  when  he  fell  one  of  the 
old  lights  of  masonry  went  out.  For  over  fifty- two  years  he 
had  wrought  witli  the  implements  of  masonry  and  when  he  lay 
them  down  all  felt  that  he  had  been  a  true  and  faithful  work- 
man. 

It  was  deemed  due  to  his  eminent  masonic  standing  that  his 
death  should  not  pass  unnoticed,  and  I  therefore  issued  the 
following  order : 

GRA17D  Commander Y  op  Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant 
Orders  op  Massachusetts  and  Kuode  Island. 

Office  of  Grand  Commander, 

Providence,  June  20, 1872,  A.  O.  753. 

Eminent  Sir  James  Salsbttry,  Past  Grand  Generalissimo  of  this 
C^re^nci  CoiQiuandery,  fiQi^lied  Uis  pilgrimage  on  earth  at  his  residence  m 
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Providence,  on  "Wednesday,  the  19th  inst.,  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty  years. 
He  had  been  honored  by  the  Lodge,  the  Chapter,  the  Council,  the  Com- 
mandery,  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  Grand  Chapter,  the  Grand  Council,  and 
this  Grand  Body.  He  had  been  the  W.  Ma<^ter  of  Mount  Vernon  Lodge, 
Providence;  M.  E.  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter;  T.  I.  Master  Providence 
Council  R&  S.  M. ;  and  E.  Commander  of  St.  John's  Commandery.  He 
had  also  been  RW.  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Rhode  Island; 
Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island; 
M.  P.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Council  R.  &  S.  M.  in  Rhode  Island, 
and  E.  Grand  Generalissimo  of  this  Grand  Commandery. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  that  the  Grand  Officers,  in  full  costume,  and  with 
Jewels  and  swords  draped  in  mourning,  attend  the  funeral  obsequies  of 
our  deceased  frater  on  Saturday  next,  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  at 
the  late  residence  of  the  deceased,  on  the  corner  of  South  and  Eddy 
streets,  in  the  city  of  Providence. 

It  is  also  further  ordered  that  this  order  be  read  at  the  head  of  each 

subordinate  commandery,  at  the  next  regular  meeting  thereof,  after  the 

receipt  of  the  same. 

N.  VAN  SLYCK, 

Attest,  Grand  Commander. 

Alfred  F.  Chapman,  Grand  Recorder. 

My  year  of  official  duty  is  now  closed,  and  I  return  you  the 
jewel  with  which  I  was  invested.  It  has  been  to  me  a  year  filled 
with  happiness,  and  free  from  all  unpleasantness ;  all  have  been 
willing  "to  lift  up  my  hands*'  and  smooth  my  official  path. 
Peace  reigns  throughout  onr  jurisdiction.  Through  the  whole 
year  not  a  complaint  has  been  brought  to  our  attention  against 
knight  or  commandery.  Our  Sir  Kuights  have  shown  their 
belief,  by  their  practice,  in  their  "public  declarations."  There 
has  been  a  steady  increase  in  our  "enlistments,"  and  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  good  men  and  true  have  been  marshalled 
under  our  banners,  and  thus  we  have  had  that  growth  that  con- 
duces to  the  welfare  of  onr  order.  Some  knights  have  fallen 
before  the  fell  destroyer,  still  we  have  been  kindly  dealt  with. 
Let  the  past  but  stimulate  to  better  work  in  the  future.  Let  it 
induce  us  to  aim  toward  higher  good.  Let  it  impel  us  to  per- 
form our  whole  duty  hopefully  and  earnestly,  ever  mindful  of 
those  characteristics  of  the  order,  which  we  avow  and  wiiich  we 
assure  to  every  neophyte,  "unsullied  honor,  unwearied  zeal  in 
a  brother's  cause,  and  universal  benevolence." 
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On  motion  the  address  was  referred  to  the  following 
committees,  who  were  appointed  by  the  R.  E.  Grand  Com- 
mander : 

So  much  as  refers  to  the  finances,  to  a  committee  of  five,  consisting  of 
Sirs  Tracey  P.  Cheever,  G.  W.  Ray,  Q.  E.  Stacy,  E.  L.  Freeman,  Rev. 
H.  W.  Rugg. 

So  much  as  refers  to  parades  and  pilgrimages  to  a  committee  of  seven, 
consisting  of  Sira  Benjamin  Dean,  H.  S.  Russell,  E.  L.  Freeman,  F.  J. 
Foss,  Henry  Endicott,  S.  C.  Sumner,  Samuel  Wells. 

So  much  as  refers  to  Grand  Encampment  tax  to  a  committee  of  three, 
consisting  of  Sirs  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  Henry  Chickering,  John  Dean. 

So  much  as  refers  to  the  late  E.  Sir  James  Salsbury,  to  a  committee  of 
three,  consisting  of  E.  Sirs  Winslow  Lewis,  Charles  W.  Moore,  William 
Ellison. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  the  remainder  of  the 
address  was  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  five,  with 
power  to  sit  during  the  adjournment  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery,  this  committee  consists  of  Sirs  D.  McBean  Thax- 
ter,  Winslow  Lewis,  G.  W;  Ray,  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  Z.  L. 
Bicknell. 

The  records  of  "  Gethsemane  Commandery,"  (U.  D.)  at 
Newtonville,  Mass.,  the  dispensation  granted  thereto,  to- 
gether with  a  petition  for  a  charter,  were  submitted  and 
referred  to  Sirs  Henry  Chickering,  Charles  T.  Gay,  Z.  L. 
Bicknell,  who  subsequently  reported  as  follows : 

In   GuAND  CoMMANDEatY, 

Providence,  R.  I.,  October  25, 1872. 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  records,  by-laws  and  peti- 
tion of  certain  Sir  Knights  who  have  been  working  under  dispensation 
at  Newtonville,  Mass.,  for  a  charter  for  a  commandery  to  be  held  at  that 
place  to  be  known  as  '*  Gethsemane  Commandery,"  respectfully  report : 

That  they  have  attended  to  that  duty  and  find  the  records  correctly 
kept,  the  by-laws  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  constitution, 
with  one  or  two  suggestions,  which  the  committee  have  ma:le.  Consid- 
erable work  has  been  doQe  and  everything  promises  well.    We  recom- 
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mend  that  when  the  changes  in  the  by-laws  suggested  be  made,  a  charter 

issue  to  those  of  the  petitioners  knighted  prior  to  the  date  of  application 

for  dispensation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  CHICKERING, ) 
CHARLES  T.  GAY,        ^Committee. 
Z.  L.  BICKNELL,  ) 

On  motion  it  was 

Votedj  That  the  report  be  accepted  and  the  recommendations  adopted. 
E.  Sir  William  S.  Gardner  read  the  following  report  : 

To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island : 

§ 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Com- 
mander Dean's  address  at  the  Annual  Assembly  held  in  October,  1871, 
as  relates  to  the  communication  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters  of  Ontario,  wherein  they  ask  to  be  supplied  with  the  Red  Cross 
Ritual,  respectfully 

REPORT: 

That  your  committee  understood,  as  undoubtedly  did  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil of  Ontario,  that  with  the  assent  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States,  that  council  had  jurisdiction  over  the  grade  of  Red  Cross 
as  cultivated  in  the  United  States,  and  that  they  were  entitled  to  the 
ritual  prayed  for.  But  your  committee  considered  that  they  had  no  right 
to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  without  the  permission  of  the  Grand 
Master  of  Templars.  They  accordingly  communicated  with  him  in  rela- 
tion to  the  matter,  informing  him  that  they  understood  that  the  order  of 
the  Red  Cross  was  peculiarly  an  American  grade,  not  recognized  in  Eng- 
lish knighthood;  and  that  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Canndian 
knights  to  visit  our  commanderies  with  greater  facility,  the  Grand  Prior 
of  Canada  was  authorized  by  the  Supreme  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Conclave  of  Masonic  Knights  Templars  of  England  and  Wales,  to  enter 
into  a  treaty  with  the  Grand  Master  of  Templars  in  the  United  States,  in 
relation  to  placing  this  grade  in  the  hands  of  the  commanderies  of  Can- 
ada. Such  a  treaty  was  made  by  Grand  Master  Hubbard,  by  which  the 
commanders  of  Canada  commanderies  were  authorized  to  confer  this 
grade.  The  present  Grand  Prior  of  Canada  has  extended  the  power  to 
confer  the  grade  upon  a  Masonic  Grand  Body  in  Canada,  called  the  Grand 
Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  Ontario,  and  this  has  been  recog- 
nized, as  we  understand  it,  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States  at  its  recent  session  at  Baltimore.  This  body  now  requests  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  to  aid  them  in 
their  labors  by  supplying  them  with  a  copy  of  the  Red  Cross  work,  being 
anxious  that  their  councils  should  have  the  correct  work. 
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The  M.  E.  Grand  Master  addressed  the  following  communication  to 
your  committee  in  answer  to  their  request: 

Grand  Encampment  Knights  Templars,  United  States  op 

America. 

Office  op  the  Grand  Master, 

New  Orleans,  November  20,  1871. 
William  Bewail  Gardner^  Esq., 

Most  Eminent  Sir  and  Brother : — Your  communication  as  chairman  of 
special  committee  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island,  of  date  November  4th,  came  to  hand  just  as  I  had  received  a  tele- 
gram calling  me  to  Washington  to  attend  the  Supreme  Court. 

In  reply,  I  am  not  able  to  perceive  what  we  have  to  do  in  the  matter 
forming  the  subject  of  your  communication.  In  the  first  place.  Councils 
of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  have  nothing  to  do  of  right  with  the  order 
of  the  Red  Cross;  are  not,  and  in  my  opinion,  cannot  properly  be  custo- 
dians of  the  order  (or  degree?)  under  any  circumstances;  and  secondly, 
as  Templars,  we  know  nothing  about  the  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters  any  way,  and  cannot  know. 

I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any  propriety  or  reasonableness  in  the  request 
made  by  the  Grand  Council  for  Ontario,  and  I  am  certain  that  the  Grand 
Encampment  cannot  confer  with  them  on  the  subject  without  a  previous 
change  in  the  constitution,  nor  can  I,  as  Grand  Master,  nor  your  Grand 
Commandery,  comply  with  their  request. 

Your  Grand  Commandery  can  supply  no  one  with  the  Work  and  Lec- 
tures of  the  Red  Cross,  except  Comraanderies  of  Knights  Templars,  nor 
communicate  the  same  to  any  one  except  it  be  to  a  Royal  Arch  Mason 
who  has  been  elected  in  a  regular  commandery. 

With  these  views,  I  must  decline  to  give  the  authorization  requested, 
and  in  the  meantime  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Respectfully  and  courteously  yours, 

J.  Q.  A.  FELLOWS, 

Grand  Master. 

Further  correspondence  was  had  by  your  committee  with  the  M.  E. 
Grand  Master  upon  this  subject,  but  the  decision  made  by  him  in  his 
communication  above  set  forth  was  not  changed. 

Your  committee  request  that  they  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  matter  submitted  to  them. 

W.  S.  GARDNER, 

A.  A.  DAME. 
On  motion  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  report  be  accepted,  and  the  request  of  the  committee 
granted 
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E.  Sir  William  S.  Gardner,  for  Committee  No.  2,  (see 
page  36,)  were  granted  further  time  at  his  request. 

Committee  No.  5,  on  address  in  May  last,  having  reported 
to  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  were  discharged  from  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject  referred  to  them. 

Committee  No.  3,  on  address  of  May  last,  reported  as 
follows : 

To  ths  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  IsUmd : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  R.  E.  Grand 
Commander's  address,  at  the  Semi-Annaal  Assembly,  held  at  Providence, 
May  24,  A.  D.  1872,  relating  to  jewels,  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned 
them,  and  respectfully  submit  the  accompanying  designs  for  a  set  of 
jewels  for  this  Grand  Body. 

St.  George  and  scroll  pin  to  the  Eliptic  Jewel,  in  silver  and  gilt ;  silver 
scroll,  black  enamel  letters ;  Etruscan  gold  colored  wreath  on  a  bright 
burnished  raised  border,  gilt  ray  piece  and  device  all  raised  on  a  burnished 
silver  back,  crowding  to  the  front  slightly.  The  whole  jewel  to  be  of 
solid  silver,  and  such  parts  as  appear  to  be  gold  are  of  heavy  plate. 

Cost  of  above  jewel  to  be  from  $25  to  $30.  The  same  effect  in  base 
metal,  from  $15  to  $20. 

The  Commander's  Jewel,  the  Patriarchal  Cross,  with  red  cornelian 
centre,  to  be  of  solid  gold,  and  finely  ornamented  with  scroll  work,  at  a 
cost  of  from  $75  to  $100. 

Tour  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  above  described  jewels  are 
appropriate  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  designed,  and  we  would 
therefore  respectfully  recommend  their  adoption. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  W.  RAY,     )  p«^,„:**^^ 
GEORGE  E.  STACY.  ]  ^o™°^»W«e. 

On  motion  of  E.  Sir  Benjamin  Dean,  it  was 

Voted^  That  the  consideration  of  the  subject  be  postponed  until  the 
Semi- Annual  Assembly  in  May,  1873. 

Committee  No.  8,  on  address  in  May  last,  submitted  the 

following  report : 
16 
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In  Gband  Gommandbkt,  Oct.  25, 1873. 

The  committee  on  such  portions  of  the  Grand  Commander's  address 
of  the  last  Semi-Annual  Assembly  as  were  not  referred  to  special  com- 
mittees, find  few  things  not  thus  disposed  of. 

One  is  the  communication  from  the  Grand  Recorder,  representing  the 
want  of  room  for  the  storing  and  keeping  together  of  the  copies  of  the 
proceedings  of  our  own  Grand  Commandery,  and  the  collections  of  the 
proceedings  of  other  Grand  Commanderies.  Tour  committee  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  suggestion  of  the  Grand  Recorder  is  a  good  one;  and 
recommend  that  he  be  authorized  to  purchase  for  the  convenience  of  this 
Grand  Commandery  the  interest  of  Saint  Paul's  Chapter,  in  room  62,  in 
the  Masonic  Temple,  in  Boston. 

We  also  approve  of  the  knightly  courtesy  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Com- 
mander in  furnishing  copies  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts, 
of  the  engraving  of  the  portrait  of  our  Past  Grand  Commander  Gardner, 
to  be  bound  with  the  published  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  address  gives  evidence  of  our  Grand  Commander's  zeal  in  the  pre- 
servation, by  a  generous  hospitality,  of  those  kindly  relations  which,  we 
trust,  will  ever  exist  between  the  Templars  of  Virginia  and  Rhode  Island 
and  Massachusetts.  It  also  exhibits  such  care  and  discretion  in  the  dis- 
charge of  every  duty  as  ensures  his  administration  complete  success. 

BENJAMIN  DEAN,  ) 

JA8.  H.  ALLEN,  V  Committee. 

WYZEMAN  MARSHALL, ) 

On  motion  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  report  be  accepted. 

The  committee  on  representation  reported  as  follows  : 

In  Grand  Comhandeby,  October  25,  1872. 

The  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  conmiission  appointing  a 
representative  ot  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Kansas  near  the  Grand 
Commandery,  submit  the  following 

REPORT: 

At  our  semi-annual  assembly  in  May,  1869,  our  M.  E.  G.  C.  William  W- 
Baker  in  his  address,  said :  "I  have  had  placed  in  my  hands  lately,  com- 
missions from  some  grand  bodies  in  the  United  States,  conferring  upon 
or  appointing  certain  knights  in  this  jurisdiction  to  represent  such  grand 
bodies  in  this  Grand  Asylum.  I  understand  such  appointments  are  not 
unfrequent  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  although  the  custom,  I  think, 
has  never  been  practiced  here.  If  it  is  intended  merely  as  complimentary 
it  is  a  graceful  form  of  compliment,  but  attended  with  no  practical  bene- 
fit.   If,  however,  coupled  with  such  representation,  the  commission  car- 


OV  MASSAOHUSETTS  AND   RHODE  ISLAND.  123 

ried  with  it  the  daty  of  opening  correspondence  with  such  grand  bodies, 
taking  cognizance  of  their  doings,  standing,  etc.,  to  be  embodied  in  an 
annual  report  it  might  be  made  of  service  as  well  as  of  interest.  I  sub- 
mit the  matter  for  your  consideration.'* 

This  address  was  referred  to  a  committee  with  instructions  to  report  at  the 
same  session.  The  committee  complied  with  the  instructions  and  at  that 
session  in  its  report,  says :  **they  can  only  judge  of  the  workings  of  the 
system  of  representation,  from  the  printed  proceedings  of  other  jurisdic- 
tions which  so  far  as  they  have  fallen  under  the  observation  of  your  com- 
mittee, do  not  indicate  that  the  office  of  Grand  Representative  is  more  than 
an  honorary  appointment.  If,  as  suggested  by  the  Grand  Master,  such 
representatives  could  from  time  to  time,  present  to  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment reports  upon  the  transaction  of  the  grand  body  from  which  they 
are  credited,  then  the  system  might  be  of  such  importance  as  to  warrant 
its  adoption  here.  But  even  then  the  limited  time  allotted  to  a  session 
of  this  Grand  Body,  which  is  now  crowded  with  the  local  business  inci- 
dent to  it,  would  leave  little  time  for  the  reception  of  such  reports  or  the 
attention  which  their  importance  demands."  The  committee  then  I'ecom- 
mended  that  no  action  )>e  taken  cU  that  tinu  in  relation  to  an  exchange  of 
representatives  with  other  grand  bodies. 

The  first  fact  which  attracts  attention  in  this  report  is,  that  the  com- 
mittee in  accordance  with  instructions,  reported  on  the  same  day  and 
without  any  other  examination  than  the  inspection  of  certain  printed 
proceedings  of  other  jurisdictions.  The  result  was  the  too  common  one 
of  an  insufficient  examination,  an  inability  to  recommend  tliat  anything 
be  done  "at  this  time." 

At  the  Annual  Assembly  of  1871,  the  Grand  Commander  presented  the 
following : 

Hbad-Quartebs  Graio)  Commahdbrt  of  Eniqhts  Templabs 

State  of  Geoboia. 

Macon,  Georgia,  June  20,  A.  L.  1871,  A.  O.  753. 

Bhninant  Sir  Alfred  F,    Chapman^  Knight  Templar^  Orand  Becorder, 
Boston^  Massachtisetts. 

Dear  Frater  : — ^I  am  directed  by  our  Right  Eminent  Grand  Com- 
mander, George  S.  Obear,  to  ascertain  if  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Rhode  Island  would  like  to  establish  a  representation,  as 
he  is  desirous  of  a  reciprocation  by  the  appointment  of  Grand  Representa- 
tives. Should  your  Grand  Commandery  approve  of  such  appointments, 
please  name  some  worthy  knight  in  your  jurisdiction,  to  be  appointed 
Grand  Representative  of  Georgia,  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Rhode  Island,  and  a  commission  will  be  forwarded  at  once. 
In  your  pleasure  one  will  be  suggested  for  Georgia. 

With  knightly  courtesy, 

CHA9.  Jt.  ARMSTRONG,  Grand  Recorder. 


124  PROCEEDINGS   OF  THE   GRAND   COMMANDERT 

"The  general  subject  came  before  the  Grand  Encampment  at  its  last 
session,  which  enacted  that  State  Grand  Commanderics  should  not  ex- 
change representatives  with  foreign  Encampments,  but  it  was  understood 
and  stated  tliroughout  the  discussion,  that  there  was  no  objection  to  rep- 
resentatives between  State  Grand  Commanderies." 

At  the  same  session,  *Uhe  chairman  of  the  committee  on  this  part  of  the 
Grand  Commander's  address,  read  from  the  report  adopted  by  this  Grand 
Body  in  1869,  passing  adversely  upon  the  system  of  representation  by  the 
appointment  of  representatives."  And  it  was  voted,  "that  the  committee 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject." 

It  thus  seems  that  the  action  of  this  Grand  Commandery  may  be  briefly 
stated  thus : 

The  R  E.  Grand  Commander  brought  the  subject  before  the  Grand 
Commandery  recommending  it.  A  committee  without  any  but  the  most 
cursory,  examination,  at  the  same  session,  reported  adversely  as  to  its 
adoption  at  that  time,  the  report  was  acquiesced  in,  and  when  next 
brought  forward  the  chairman  of  the  committee  called  attention  to  our 
former  action  and  tliis  committee  was  discharged. 

The  only  consideration  given  the  practice  which  has  obtained  in  all  our 
sister  Grand  Commander ies,  is  that  given  to  it  by  the  flrst  committee  ; 
and  that  committee  say  that  they  cannot  discover  that  the  office  is  more 
than  an  honorary  one,  and  if  it  is  we  haven't  time  for  "  the  attention 
which  their  importance  demands. " 

The  committee  made  no  examination  and  gave  the  subject  no  consider- 
ation except  to  look  at  certain  printed  proceedings  and  rejected  it  as 
unworthy  of  consideration.  The  subject  has  not  been  properly  con- 
sidered, whatever  its  importance.  Let  us  suppose  the  appointment  merely 
honorary,  why  reject  it  for  that  reason  ?  If  a  body  of  Knights  Templars 
comes  from  Virginia,  we,  with  full  ranks  fall  into  line  to  do  them  honor, 
and  no  expense  or  trouble  is  too  great  that  can  minister  to  their  comfort; 
and  when  we  return  the  visit  they  make  the  land  flow  with  milk  and 
honey  to  testify  their  welcome.  If  they  say  let  us  establish  friendly  rela- 
tions by  the  interchange  of  representatives,  let  us  thus  show  our  good 
will  towards  each  other,  we  refuse  the  proffered  hand,  we  say,  "no!  It  is 
courtesy  only,  and  not  of  any  practical  importance." 

But  if  it  be  courtesy  it  is  knightly  courtesy,  and  if  the  Grand  Com- 
manders of  Georgia  and  Kansas,  remembering  the  land  of  their  birth, 
and  with  hearts  yearning  toward  their  old  New  England  homes,  seize 
upon  the  opportunity  presented  by  their  elevated  masonic  position,  to  do 
a  knightly  and  courteous  act,  and  establish  more  intimate  masonic  rela- 
tions between  their  Grand  Commanderies  and  that  of  the  land  of  their 
childhood;  how  can  we,  as  true  and  courteous  knights,  refuse  to  recog- 
nize and  respond  1o  their  manifestation  of  kindness,  and  masonic  affection. 
Especially  when  it  has  become  an  established  and  recognized  procedure 
(or  such  purposes  between  the  Grand  Commanderies  of  the  United  States. 
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By  such  refusal  we  give  others  the  impression  that  in  order  to  preserve 
our  isolated  excellence,  we  are  fond  of  rolling  ourselves  up  like  a  porcu- 
pine with  our  bristles  projecting  towards  our  sister  comm^^uderies  and 
determined  only  to  unbend  our  hauteur  on  great  and  momentous  occa- 
sions. 

The  other  objection,  that  if  the  representatives  present  matters  of  im- 
portance, we  should  not  be  able  to  give  them  "the  attention  which  their 
importance  demands,"  answers  itself,  for  this  Grand  Commandery  can- 
not afford  to,  and  has  no  desire  to  neglect  any  really  important  business. 

By  confining  the  eligibility  to  the  position  of  representative  to  members 
of  this  Grand  Body,  no  question  can  be  raised  as  to  their  presence  at  our 
meetings,  or  the  suitableness  of  the  appointments,  and  may  be  beneficial 
in  securing  the  attendance  of  some  of  our  older  and  much  valued  breth- 
ren. 

Your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions: 

WhereaSy  The  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island, 
in  the  efilcient  means  which  it  took  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  cen- 
tury, to  establish  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  was 
actuated  by  a  desire  to  presei-ve  the  integrity  of  the  order  in  its  fore- 
seen wide-spread  relations,  and  to  preserve  harmony,  good  will,  knightly 
courtesy,  and  brotherly  love  among  the  brethren  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land  ;  and  whereas  this  Grand  Commandery  is  as 
desirous  now  as  it  was  then,  to  cultivate  the  most  friendly  and  intimate 
relations  with  all  sister  grand  commanderies,  for  the  furtherance  of  that 
object,  be  it 

Besolvedy  That  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander  for  the  time  being, 
is  authorized  to  receive  and  acknowledge  representatives  near  this 
Grand  Commandery,  of  other  grand  commanderies  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States,  provided,  however,  that  such  representatives 
shall  be  members  of  this  Grand  Commandery.  The  Right  Eminent 
Grand  Commander  may  also  in  his  discretion  appoint  representatives,  to 
continue  during  his  term  of  ofBce,  of  this  Grand  Commandery  near  other 
State  Grand  Commanderies,  and  shall  report  to  this  Grand  Commandery 
his  doings  under  this  resolution. 

BENJAMIN  DEAN,        )  ^ 
CHARLES  A.  STOTT,  |-^o>»n»"ee. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  the  report  was  amended, 
and  on  his  motion  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  report  be  accepted  and  the  preamble  and  resolution 
adopted. 
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The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  having  previously  appoint- 
ed a  committee  on  credentials  they  now  report  as  follows  : 

In  Grand  Commanbery, 

Providence,  October  25, 1872. 

The  committee  on  credentials  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them, 
and  would  report  the  following  members  and  representatives  present : 

Grand  Officers 15 

Past  Grand  Officers 9 

Past  Eminent  Commanders 18 

Eminent  Commanders'. 20 

Generalissimos 9 

Captain  Generals 10 

Proxies 16 

Total 97 

Fraternally  submitted, 

EDWIN  BAKER, 
ALBERT  H.  CUSHMAN, 
E.  JOHN  P.  LUTHER. 
On  motion  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  report  be  accepted. 

PROXIES. 

E.  Sir  Henry  Endicott,  of  Boston  Commnndery,  for  E.  Sir  John  Mc 
Clellan,  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Sir  Robert  S.  Franklin,  of  Washington  Commandery,  for  Sir  L.  R 
Blackmann,  Captain  General. 

Sir  Smith  R.  PiiiiiLiPS,  of  Springfield  Commandery,  for  E.  Sir  William 
8.  Shurllcff,  Past  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  and  Sir  Henry  S.  Lee, 
Captain  General. 

Sir  S.  C.  Sumner,  of  Mil  ford  Commandery,  for  E.  Sir  Leonard  Fairbanks, 
Eminent  Commander,  and  Sir  James  R.  Davis,  Captain  General. 

Sir  George  F.  Wood,  of  Worcester  County  Commandery,  for  Sir  Thomaa 
E.  St.  John,  Eminent  Commander, 
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Sir  Chables  T.  Gay,  of  Palestine  Commandery,  for  Sir  Wm.  D.  Seeiy» 
Generalissimo. 

E.  Sir  W.  W.  Baker,  of  St.  Bernard  Commandery,  for  Sir  Samuel  Wells, 
Eminent  Commander. 

Sir  H.  F.  CopEixAin),  of  Old  Colony  Commandery,  for  Sir  James  F.  Cox, 
Generalissimo. 

E.  Sir  A.  S.  StetsoNj  of  Old  Colony  Commandery,  for  Baalis  Sanford, 
Jr.,  Captain  General. 

E.  Sir  H.  S.  Russell,  of  Berkshire  Commandery,  for  Sir  T.  E.  Cole,  Gen- 
eralissimo. 

E.  Sir  L.  L.  Fuller,  of  Hugh  de  Paynes  Commandery,  for  Sir  Jere  D. 
Parker,  Eminent  Commander. 

Sir  George  F.  Davis,  of  Joseph  Warren  Commandery,  for  Sir  John  F. 
Newton,  Generalissimo. 

E.    Sir  James  H.  Parker,  of  Natick  Commandery,  for  Sir  W.   H. 
Wright,  Generalissimo,  and  Sir  Charles  A.  Davis,  Captain  General. 


The  following  commanderies  were  found  to  be  repre- 
sented : 


Saint  Johns, 

Boston, 

Newburjrport, 

Washington, 

Worcester  County, 

Springfield, 

De  Molay, 

Holy  Sepulchre, 

Palestine, 

Milford, 

Saint  Bernard, 

Calvary, 

Haverhill, 

Old  Colony, 


Sutton, 

Winslow  Lewis, 
Hugh  de  Payens, 
Saint  Omer, 
Berkshire, 
Woonsocket, 
Joseph  Warren, 
Narragansett, 
South  Shore, 
Bristol, 
Natick, 
Cceur  de  Lion, 
Gethsemane,  (U.  D.) 
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The  hour  for  the  election  of  officers  having  arrived  (5  P. 
M.)  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  invited  V.  E.  Sir  Benja- 
min Dean,  Grand  Captain  General  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, to  preside  during  the  election  and  to  install  the 
officers  elected. 

The  V.  E.  Grand  Captain  General  having  accepted  the 
invitation,  appointed  Sirs  William  B.  Blanding,  John  P. 
Luther  and  John  Eldred,  a  committee  to  collect,  count  and 
report  the  number  of  votes  cast. 

On  announcing  the  result  of  the  voting,  the  following 
Sir  Knights  were  declared  duly  elected  : 

Sir  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  Prov.,  R.  I.,    R.  E.  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Charleb  A.  Stott,  Lowell,  Mass.,    V.  E.  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Horace  Daniels,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,        E.  Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sir  Henry  Chickereng,  Pittsfield,  Mass.,    E.  Grand  Captain  General. 

Sir  Rev.  George  S.  Noyes,  Boston,  Mass.,     E.  Grand  Prelate. 

Sir  Tracy  P.  Cheever,  Chelsea,  Mass.,      E.  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  John  Dean,  Worcester,  Mass.,  E.  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  William  Parkman,  Boston,  Mass.,       E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  Alfred  F.  Chapman,  Boston,  Mass.,    E.  Grand  Recorder. 

At  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  Grand  Commandery  was  declared 
adjourned  for  refreshment. 

At  6.45  P.  M.,  the  Grand  Commandery  was  again  called 
to  order,  when  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  elect  announced 
his  appointed  oflScers  as  follows : 

Sir  Stafford  W.  Razee,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  E.  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  John  Eldred,  Newport,  R.  I.,  E.  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  George  W.  Ray,  Springfield,  Mass.,       E.  Grand  Warder. 

Sir  George  E.  Stacy,  Milford,  Mass.,  E.  Grand  Captain  of  Guards. 

Sir  Frederick  A.  Pierce,  Boston,  Mass.,        Grand  Sentinel. 

Sir  Edward  L.  Freeman,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. ,  j 

Sir  E.  Dana  Bancroft,  Ayer,  Mass.,  >•  Grand  Lecturers. 

Sir  Charles  M.  Atery,  Chelsea,  Mass. ,         ) 


' 


The  Sir  Knights  were  then  called  to  their  devotions,  and 
prayer  was  offered  by  the  E.  Grand  Prelate. 
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The  V.  E.  Grand  Captain  General  administered  the  oflS- 
cial  obligation  and  installed  the  Grand  OflScers,  both  elected 
and  appointed,  into  their  respective  offices,  except  Sir 
Charles  M.  Avery,  who  was  absent. 

The  V.  E.  was  assisted  by  E.  Sir  Wyzeman  Marshall, 
who  made  the  customary  official  proclamation. 

The  V.  E.  Sir  Benjamin  Dean  then  impressively  deliv- 
ered an  appropriate  charge,  and  placed  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  in  command  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander. 

On  motion  it  was 

Votad^  That  the  dispeDsation  be  continued  to  Gethsemane  Command- 
ery  uotil  a  charter  shall  be  issued. 

The  committee  on  so  much  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Command- 
er's address  in  May  last  as  refers  to  a  "  Templar  Manual," 
were  granted  further  time. 

E.  Sir  Edward  L.  Freeman,  in  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lec- 
turers, submitted  the  following  report: 

To  tJui  R.  E.  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  RJiode  Island : 

This  Grand  Body,  at  its  last  Semi-Annunl  Assembly,  adopted  a  resolu- 
tion instructing  the  Grand  Lecturers  to  examine  the  work  and  lectures 
of  the  orders,  and  report  what  discrepancies,  if  any,  exist  between  them. 

In  accordance  with  that  resolution,  we  have  examined  the  work  and 
lectures  as  carefully  as  time  would  permit,  and  present  the  following 
result  of  our  labors. 

In  some  places  we  recommend  changes  in  the  work  to  make  it  con- 
form to  the  lectures,  in  others  we  think  the  lectures  should  be  changed 
to  correspond  with  the  work.  The  changes  in  either  are  but  very  slight, 
and  still  we  think  they  are  important  in  order  to  secure  uniformity,  and 
to  aid  in  making  our  work  and  lectures  as  near  perfect  as  possible. 


E.  L.  FREEMAN,  )       Grand 

E.  DANA  BANCROFT,  \   Lecturers. 

(So  much  of  this  report  as  rehearses  portions  of  the  work  and  lectures 
is  not  printed) 
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On  motion  it  was 

Voted^  That  the  report  be  referred  to  a  committee  to  examine  and 
report  at  the  Semi- Annual  Assembly  in  May  next. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  R.  E.  Grand  Com- 
mander returned  his  thanks  to  the  Sir  Knights  for  their 
knightly  courtesy  and  general  good  deportment  and  wish- 
ing all  a  safe  return  to  their  several  homes,  he  declared  the 
Grand  Commandery  adjourned. 

A  true  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Special,  Semi- 
Annual  and  Annual  Assemblies  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 


Attest : 


ALFRED  P.  CHAPMAN, 

Grand  Recorder, 


H.  Sip  iam^s  lalsBttpg, 

PAST  GRAND  CAPTAIN  GENERAL, 

PAST    GRAND    GENERALISSIMO, 

PAST  EMINENTfCOMMANDER 

OF  ST.  JOHN'S  COMMANDERY,  PROVIDENCE,  R.  1. 


He  was  raised  to  the  Sahlime  Degree  of  Master  Mason 
June  10,  A.  D.  1822,  and  continued  to  the  end  a  devo- 
ted, consistent  and  exemplary  Mason  and 
Sir  Knight. 

He  Died  June    lO,  A.  r>.  IST'tS, 
^Kecl   SO   Years. 

HIS    LIGHT    18   EXTINGUISHED. 


if|iiW|$MW.t.|.. 


Bom  May  24,  A.  D.  1787, 

Died    January   19th,    A.  D.   1872, 

IN  NEWBUKYPORT,  MASS. 


He  was  made  a  Mason  iti  1809,  a  Boyal  Arch  Mason  in  1815, 

and  was  created  and  dubbed  Eoight  Templar  in  1815. 

He  received  the  Cotincil  Degrees  in  1822,  and 

those  of  the  Consistory  in  1825. 

As  a  pbjsicinn  anil  scholar  he  wm  bigbly  ilistingitlshed.  sod  ns  a  MnB(>D, 
he  was  Hbilled  Id  the  Iccliires  of  the  several  pradw,  aiid  lived  above  re- 
proach. 

He  was  a  Fast  Grand  Warder  of  Ibe  Grand  Lodge,  Fast  High  Priest  of 
King  Cyrus  Chapter,  Past  Grand  Eiog  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  Past 
Eminent  Commander  of  Newburyport  Coniniandery,   all  of  Massachu- 

Akother  Lioht  rab  Oonb  Out. 


It  Jl^titDdant. 


St.  J6h&'t  Oomattdiry. 
No  Returns. 

Boston  GoBsiuidory. 
No  Returns. 

KovbUTport  Conmindory. 
Sir  RicHAiiD  S.  Spofford, 
"  John  Ahekman, 
"  Leonard  A.  Morrison. 

Springfiold  Comffluderj. 
Sir  Joseph  M.  Hall, 
"  Edward  H.  Sollace. 

DolCoUy  OooxBttdory. 
Sir  Elisha  T.  Wilson, 
"  A.  B.  Ely, 
"  Thomas  Sprague, 
"  Amos  B.  Merrill. 

Eoly  Sopolchro  OmmaaAjuy. 
Sir  Jacob  Arnold. 

PQsrtB  Comsundoiy. 
Sir  William  North, 
Weare  Clifford, 
Amos  Sanborn, 
"  Stephen  Walij^-ce. 

PalMti&e  ComsuAdory. 
Sir  Geo.  A.  Richardson, 
"  Wm.  H.  Hutchinson, 
"  Geo.  W.  Sargent, 
"  Charles  H.  Flood. 


(( 


»( 


Ifilford  Ooauttudoxy. 
Sir  William  Walker, 
Jericmiah  D.  Ambler. 


t( 


CalTuy  CoBUDuadory. 
Sir  Marvin  Carey, 
"   William  A.  H.  Borden, 
**  James  Waterhocse. 

EavnhiU  ComBudoiy. 
Sir  Eben  Bailey  LiTTiiEFiELD. 

Old  Odiony  Oomattdory. 
Sir  Joshua  Thayer. 

Sutton  CoBaudory. 
Sir  John  E.  Almy, 
"  FR.ANCI8  L.  Porter. 

Wbilow  Lowii  OoBBUUidoiy. 
Sir  Jonathan  Richardson, 
John  F.  Meacom. 


(t 


Bn^  do  Piyo&a  Oommandory. 
Sir  Jeremiah  Marten. 

Woonioolcot  Coamandery. 
Sir  Asa  Chilton, 

Leland  D.  Jenckes. 


ii 


NorthUBpton  CoDBttdory. 
Sir  Ansel  Wright, 
"  John  F.  Moody. 

Briitol  ComBundery. 
Sir  William  H.  Thomas. 


These  true  and  courteous  Knights  liave  fallen  out  of  our  lines  during 
the  year  past. 

At  different  periods  they  have  laid  them  down  to  rest,  whence  they 
shall  arise,  to  sleep  no  more  forever. 


17 
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1.  Saint  John's Providence,  R  I. 

2.  Boston Boston,  Mass. 

3.  Newburtport Newbnryport,  Mass. 

4.  Washington Newport,  R  I. 

5.  Worcester  County Worcester,  Mass. 

6.  Springfield Springfield,  Mass. 

7.  De  Molay Boston,  Mass. 

8.  Holy  Sepulchre Pawtucket,  R  I. 

9.  Pilgrim Lowell,  Mass. 

10.  Palestine Chelsea,  Mass. 

11.  MiLFORD Milford,  Mass. 

12.  Saint  Bernard Boston,  Mass. 

13.  Calvary Providence,  R  I. 

14.  Haverhill Haverhill,  Mass. 

15.  Old  Colony Abington,  Mass. 

16.  Sutton New  Bedford,  Mass. 

17.  Bethany Lawrence,  Mass. 

18.  WiNSLOw  Lewis Salem,  Mass. 

19.  Jerusalem Fitchburg,  Mass. 

20.  Hugh  de  Pa  yens  Melrose,  Mass. 

21.  Saint  Omer South  Boston,  Mass. 

22.  Berkshire Pittsfield,  Mass. 

23.  WooNSOCKET Woonsocket,  R  I. 

24.  Connecticut  Valley Greenfield,  Mass. 

25-  Godfrey  de  Bouillon Fall  River,  Mass. 

26.  Joseph  Warren Boston  Highlands,  Mnss. 

27.  Narragansett Westerly,  R.  I. 

28.  William  Paukman East  Boston,  Mass. 

29.  Bristol Mansfield,  Mass. 

30.  Northampton Northampton,  Mass. 

31.  South  Shore E.  Weymouth,  Mass. 

32.  Trinity Hudson,  Mass. 

33.  Natick Natick,  Mass. 

34.  Cceur  de  Lion Charlestown,  Mass. 

35.  Gethsemane  (u.  d.) Newton,  Mass. 
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October  25,  1872. 


R.  E.  Sm  NICHOLAS  VAN  8LYCK,  op  Providence,  R.  I.. 

Grand  Commander. 

V.  E.  Sir  CHARLES  ADAMS  STOTT,  of  Lowell,  Mass.  , 

Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

E.  Sir  HORACE  DANIELS,  of  Pawtucket,  R  I , 

Grand  Generalimm^. 

E.  Sir  HENRY  CHICKERING,  of  Pittbfield,  M ass.  , 

Grand  Captmn- General. 

B.  Sir  Rev.  GEORGE  S.  NOTES,  of  Boston,  Mass., 

Grand  Prdnte. 

E.  Sir  TRACY  P.  CHEEVER,  of  Chelsea,  Mass., 

Grand  Senior  Warden. 

E.  Sir  JOHN  DEAN,  op  Worcester,  Mass., 
Grand  Junior  Warden. 

E.  Sir  WILLL^M  PARKMAN,  of  Boston,  Mass., 

Grand  Treasurer. 
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E.  Sir  ALFRED  F.  CHAPMAN,  op  Boston,  Mass., 

Grand  Recorder. 

E.  Sir  STAFFORD  W.  RAZEE,  op  Woonsocket,  R.  I., 

Grand  Stoord  Bearer. 

E.  Sir  JOHN  ELDRED,  op  Newport,  R.  I. , 
Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

E.  Sir  GEORGE  W.  RAY,  op  Sprinopield,  Mass., 

Grand  Warder. 

E.  Sir  GEORGE  E.  STACY,  op  Milpord,  Mass., 
Grand  Captain  of  (he  Guards. 

Sir  EDWARD  L.  FREEMAN,  op  Pawtucket,  R.  I., 
Sir  E.  DANA  BANCROFT,  op  Ayer,  Mass., 
Sir  CHARLES  M.  AVERY,  op  Chelsea,  I^Uss., 

Grand  Lectvrers. 
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PAST  GRAND  MASTERS  AND  GRAND  COMMANDERS 

OF   THE 

GRAND  ENCAMPMENT  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  AND  RHODE  ISLAND. 


*  Sir  Thomas  Smith  Webb,  Providence,  R.  1 1805-17 

*  Sir  William  Wilkinson,  Providence,  R.  1 1818-19 

*  Sir  Henry  Powle,  Boston,  Mass 1820-25 

*  Sir  John  Carlilb,  Providence,  R.  1 1826-28 

*  Sir  John  James  Loring,  Boston,  Mass 1829-31 

*  Sir  Robert  Lash,  Boston,  Mass 1832 

*  Sir  Edward  Asa  Raymond,  Boston,  Mass 1833-34 

Sir  Abraham  Annis  Dame,  Boston,  Mass 1835-36 

*  Sir  John  Hews,  Cambridj^eport,   Mass 1837-38 

Sir  Charles  Whitlock  Moore,  Boston,  Mass 1839-41 

Sir  John  Flint,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass 1842-44 

*  Sir  John  Barrett  Hammatt,  Boston,  Mass 1845-46 

*tSir  Ruel  Baker,  Boston,  Mass 1847 

*  Sir  John  Rufus  Bradford,  Boston,  Mass 1848-50 

Sir  James  Hutchison,  Providence,  R.  1 1851-58 

*  Sir  Simon  Wig  gin  Robinson,  Lexington,  Mass. 1854-55 

Sir  Daniel  H arwood,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass 1856-57 

Sir  WiNSLOW  Lewis,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass 1858-59 

*  Sir  William  Field,  Providence,  R.  1 1860-^1 

Sir  William  Ellison,  Boston,  Mass 1862 

Sir  William  Sew  all  Gardner,  Newton,  Mass 1863-64 

Sir  Rev:  Charles  Henry  Titus,  Boston,  Mass 1865-66 

Sir  William  Wilson  Baker,  Boston,  Mass 1867-68 

Sir  Benjamin  Dean,  Boston,  Mass 1869-70 

Deceased,  13 ;  living,  11. 

•  Deceased. 
t  Died  while  in  office  as  Grand  Master. 
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PAST  DEPUTY  GEAND  MASTERS 

OF  THE 
GRAND  ENCAMPMENT  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  AND  RHODE  ISLAND. 


♦  Sir  Henry  Fowle,  Boston,  Mass 1818-19 

♦  Sir  John  Carlilb,  Providence,  R.  1 1820-24 

♦  Sir  Peter  Qrinnell,  Providence',  R.  1 1825-28 

♦  Sir  JosiAH  Whitaker,  Providence,  R.  1 1829-80 

*  Sir  Robert  Lash,  Boston,  Mass 1831 

♦  Sir  Thomas  Power,  Framingham,  Mass 1832 

Sir  Abraham  Annis  Dame,  Boston,  Mass 1833-84 

*  Sir  John  Hews,  Cambridgeport,  Mass 1835-36 

Sir  Charles  Whitlock  Moore,  Boston,  Mass 1837-^ 

Sir  John  Flint,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass 1839-41 

♦  Sir  John  Barrett  Hammatt,  Boston,  Mass 1842-44 

*  Sir  RuEL  Baker,  Boston,  Mass 1845-46 

*  Sir  John  Rufus  Bradford,  Boston,  Mass 1847 

Sir  Jambs  Hutchison,  Providence,  R.  1 1848^0 

*  Sir  Simon  Wiggin  Robinson,  Lexington,  Mass 1851-58 

Sir  Daniel  Harwood,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass 1854-55 

Sir  John  McCmjllan,  Boston,  Mass 1856-57 

*  Sir  WiLLL^LM  Field,  Providence,  R.  1 1858-59 

Sir  William  Ellison,  Boston,  Mass 1860-61 

X  Sir  Edwin  Curtis  Bailey,  Boston,  Mass 1862 

Sir  Rev.  Charles  Henrt  Titus,  Boston,  Mass 1863-64 

Sir  William  Wilson  Baker,  Boston,  Mass 1865-66 

Sir  Benjamin  Dean,  Boston,  Mass 1867-68 

Sir  William  Steele  Shurtleff,  Springfield,  Mass 1869-70 

Deceased,  12 ;  living,  11. 
X  Expellea. 
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PAST  GRAND  GENERALISSIMOS 

OF  THE 
GRAND  ENCAMPMENT  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  AND  RHODE  ISLAND. 


*  Sir  Hbnrt  Powlb,  Boston,  Mass 1805-17 

*  Sir  John  Carlilb,  Providence,  R.  1 1818-19 

*  Sir  Peter  Grinkbll,  Providence,  R.  1 1830-24 

*  Sir  John  Jambs  Lorino,  Boston,  Mass 1825-28 

*  Sir  RoBBRT  Lash,  Boston,  Mass 1829-30 

*  Sir  Jacob  Ameb,  Boston,  Mass 1831 

*  Sir  £dward  Asa  Raymond,  Boston,  Mass 1832 

*  Sir  John  Hews,  Cambridgeport,  Mass 1833-34 

Sir  Gilbert  Nurse,  Boston,  Mass 1835 

Sir  Charles  Whitlock  Moore,  Boston,  Mass 1836 

Sir  John  Flint,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass 1837-38 

*  Sir  John  Barrett  Hammatt,  Boston,  Mass 1839-41 

*  Sir  RuEL  Baker,  Boston,  Mass 1842-44 

*  Sir  James  Salsbury,  Providence,  R  1 1845 

*  Sir  James  Rufus  Bradford,  Boston,  Mass 1846 

Sir  James  Hutchison,  Providence,  R.  1 1847 

*  Sir  Simon  Wiggin  Robinson,  Lexington,  Muss 1848-60 

Sir  Daniel  Harwood,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass 1851-53 

Sir  John  McClellan,  Boston,  Mass 1854-55 

*  Sir  Cyrus  Fisher,  Providence,  R.  1 1856 

Sir  Samuel  Lewis,  Providence,  R.  1 1857 

*  Sir  Charles  Robbinb,  Boston,  Mass 1858-59 

i  Sir  Edwin  Curtis  Bailey,  Boston,  Mass 1860-61 

Sir  William  Sewall  Gardner,  Newton,  Mass 1862 

Sir  William  Wilson  Baker,  Boston,  Mass 1863-64 

Sir  Thomas  Arthur  Doyle,  Providence,  R.  1 1865 

*tSir  Henry  Butler,  Providence,  R.  1 1866 

Sir  William  Bullock  Blanding,  Providence,  R.  1 1867-68 

Sir  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  Providence,  R  1 ,  1869-70 

Deceased,  16;  living,  12. 
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PAST  GRAND  CAPTAINS-GENEllAL 

OP  THE 

GRAND  ENCAMPMENT  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  AND  RHODE  ISLAND. 


*  Sir  Jonathan  Gage,  Newbury  port,  Mass 1805-14 

*  Sir  John  Carlile,  Providence,  R  1 1815-17 

*  Sir  Peter  Grinnell,  Providence,  R  1 1818-19 

*  Sir  Henry  Purkitt,  Boston,  Mass 1820-22 

*  Sir  John  James  Lorino,  Boston,  Mass 1823-24 

*  Sir  JosiAH  Whitaker,  Providence,  R  1 1825-28 

*  Sir  Jacob  Amee,  Boston,  Mass 1829-30 

*  Sir  Thomas  Power,  Framingham,  Mass 1831 

Sir  Abraham  Ann  is  Dame,  Boston,  Mass 1832 

*  Sir  Joseph  Young,  Jr.,  Newburyport,  Mass 1833 

Sir  Gilbert  Nurse,  Boston,  Mass 1834 

Sir  Charles  Whitlock  Moore,  Boston,  Mass 1835 

Sir  John  Flint,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass 1836 

*  Sir  John  Barrett  Hammatt,  Boston,  Mass 1837-38 

*  Sir  Willl\m  Field,  Providence,  R  1 1839-41  - 

*  Sir  Barney  Merry,  Pawtucket,  R  1 1842-43 

*  Sir  James  Salsbcry,  Providence,  R.  1 1844 

*  Sir  Samuel  Fessenden,  Portland,  Maine 1845 

Sir  James  Hutchison,  Providence,  R  1 1846 

*  Sir  Simon  Wiggin  Robinson,  Lexington,  Mass 1847 

Sir  WiNSLOw  Lew^is,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass 1848-49 

*  Sir  Moses  Richardson,  Providence,  R.  1 1850 

*  Sir  Asa  Woodbury,  Wilkinsonville,  Mass 1851-53 

*  Sir  Cyrus  Fisher,  Providence,  R  1 1854-55 

*  Sir  James  Warham  Crooks,  Springfield,  Mass 1856 

*  Sir  John  Blake  Reed,  Pawtucket,  R.  1 1857 

Sir  George  Francis  Wilson,  Providence,  R  1 1858-59 

Sir  William  Sewall  Gardner,  Newton,  Moss 1860-61 

Sir  Rev.  Charles  Henry  Titus,  Boston,  Mass 1862 

Sir  Thomas  Arthur  Doyle,  Providence,  R.  1 1863-64 

Sir  Benjamin  Dean,  Boston,  Mass 1865-66 

Sir  William  Steele  Shurtlepp,  Springfield,  Mass 1867-68 

Sir  Charles  A.  Stott,  Lowell,  Mass 1809-70 

Deceased,  20;  living,  13. 


18 
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SAINT  JOHN'S  COMMANDERY,  PROVIDENCE,  R.  I. 

Chabteb,  October  7,  1805. 


Annual  Election,  First  Monday  of  December. 


OFFICERS. 

Sir  Rev.  Henry  W.  Rugg Commander. 

Sir  Albert  H.  Cushman Generalissimo. 

Sir  Robert  E.  D welly Captain-General. 

Sir  Thomas  A.  Doyle Prelate. 

Sir  William  Jackson Senior  Warden. 

Sir  John  G.  Tillinghast Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Alfred  W.  Fisk Treasurer. 

Sir  Eugene  Higgins Recorder. 

Sir  George  M.  Freeborn Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  John  W.  Gross Standard -Bearer. 

Sir  William  E.  Husband Warder. 

Sir  Andrew  Covill Captain  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  William  R  Greene Musical  Director. 

Sir  Richard  Chadwick Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  First  Monday  of  each  month ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 335. 
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PAST  COMMANDERS. 

r  Thomas  Smith  Webb,  Providence,  1802-13. 

r  John  Carlile,  Providence,  1814-16,  1820-31. 

r  Samuel  Jackson,  Providence,  1817-19, 1822-24,  1839-41,  1847-49. 

r  Asa  Bosworth,  Providence,  1825-27,  1844. 

r  Jesse  Clark,  Providence,  1828-29. 

r  Josiah  Whitaker,  Providence,  1830. 

r  William  C.  Barker,  Providence,  1831, 1850, 1857-58. 

r  Moses  Richardson,  Providence,  1832. 

r  James  Salsbury,  Providence,  1833-37,  1854-56. 

r  Pardon  Clarke,  Providence,  1838. 

r  Barney  Merry,  Providence,  1842-43. 

r  William  Field,  Providence,  1845-46. 

r  Cyrus  Fisher,  Providence,  1851-53. 

r  Oliver  Johnson,  Providence,  1859. 

r  Rev.  Charles  H.  Titus,  Taunton,  Mass.,  1860-62. 

r  John  Shepley,  Providence,  1863. 

r  Rev.  Daniel  Rounds,  Jr.,  Norfolk,  Mass.,  1864. 

r  Stillman  White,  Providence,  1865. 

r  Samuel  S.  Ginnodo,  North  Attleboro',  Mass.,  1866. 

r  A.  Cr.\wford  Greene,  Providence,  1867-69. 

r  Spencer  P.  Read,  Providence,  1870. 

r  James  H.  Allen,  Providence,  1871. 

Deceased,  13;  living,  9. 


*  Deceased.         t  Not  Members  of  tbe  Commandery. 
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Boston  commandery,  bostok,  mass. 

Chabter,  Marcli  8, 1806. 


Annual  Election,  Third  Wednesday  of  October. 


OFFICERS. 

Sir  Henry  Endicott Commander. 
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r  Samuel  C.  Lawrence Generalissimo. 

r  Samuel  Mason,  Jr Captain-General. 

r  Abraham  A.  Dame Prelate. 

r  Zephanlah  H.  Thomas,  Jr Senior  Warden. 

r  James  H.  Upham Junior  Warden. 

r  Edward  A.  White Treasurer. 

r  George  S.  Eastman Recorder. 

r  J.  Francis  Lotts Sword-Bearer. 

r  John  L.  Stevenson Standard-Bearer. 

r  Joseph  N.  Peirce,  Jr Warder. 

r  Edward  J.  Long 1 

r  William  F.  Peirce >■  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

r  Edward  T.  Nichols ) 

r  Alex.  K.  Bryer Armorer. 

r  John  B.  Rhodes Musical  Director. 

r  John  B.  Rhodes Organist. 

r  Frederick  A.  Pierce Sentinel. 


Regular  Assemblies,  Third  Wednesday  of  each  month :   number  of 
members,  512. 
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past  commanders. 

Henry  Fowle,  Boston,  1805-23. 

Robert  Lash,  Chelsea,  1824. 

John  J.  Loring,  Boston,  1825-26. 

ABR.AHAM  A.  Dame,  Boston,  1827-29. 

Edward  A.  Raymond,  Brookline,  1830-31 . 

Thomas  Power,  Fraraingham,  1832. 

John  Hews,  Cambridgeport,  1833-34. 

Gilbert  Nurse,  Boston,  1835. 

John  Flint,  M.  D.,  Boston,  1836-37. 

Charles  W.  Moore,  Boston,  1838. 

Daniel  Harwood,  M.  D.,  Boston,  1839-40,  1850-57. 

RuEL  Baker,  Boston,  1841. 

John  B.  Hammatt,  Boston,  1842-43. 

WiNSLOw  Lewis  M.  D.,  Boston.  1844-45. 

John  R.  Bradford,  Boston,  1^46-47. 

Samuel  Pearce,  Boston,  1848-49. 

William  Ellison,  1858-60.  ' 

John  K.  Hall,  Somerville,  1861-63. 

Wyzeman  Marshall,  Boston,  1864-65. 

Charles  C.  Dame,  Newburyport,  1866. 

Charles  Edward  Powers,  Boston,  1867-69. 

William  Sayward,  Boston,  1870-71. 

Deceased,  10  ;  living,  12. 


t  Not  a  member. 
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NEWBtlRYPORT  COMMANDERY,  NEWBURYPOftT,  MASS. 

Chakter,  3Iay  12, 1806. 

Annual  Election,  Friday  succeeding  full  moon  in  September. 

OFFICERS. 

Sir  John  N.  Pike Commander. 

Sir  Moses  H.  Fowler Generalissimo. 

Sir  WARitEN  Currier Captain-General. 

Sir  James  W.  Ciieney Prelate. 

Sir  William  P.  Sanders Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Charles  N.  Ballod Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Gyles  P.  Stone Treasurer. 

Sir  George  H.   Stevens Recorder. 

Sir  Edward  F.  Tibbetts Sword -Bearer. 

Sir  George  H.  Merri).l Standard-Bearer. 

Sir  John  C.  Kimball Warder. 

Sir  William  H.  Bayley ^ 

Sir  James  M.  Woods |-  Captains  of  the  Guard, 

Sir  R.  M.  BooDY ) 

Sir  Samuel  M.  Noyes Armorer. 

Sir  James  W.  Cheney Musical  Director. 

Sir  James  W.  Cheney Organist. 

Sir  Samuel  M.   Noyes Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Friday  succeeding  full  moon  ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 60. 

PAST  COMMANDERS. 

*  Sir  Nathaniel  Knapp,  Newburyport,  Mass,  1795-1823. 
♦fSir  Richard  S.  Spofford, M.  D.,  Newburyport,  Mass.,  1824-40, 1855-62. 
Sir  John  N.  Pike,  Newburyport,  Mass.,  1866. 

Deceased,  2 ;  living,  1. 

This  Encampment  was  instituted  in  1795 ;  and  in  May,  1808,  it  received 
a  **  Charter  of  Recognition."  The  Charter  was  surrendered  to  the  Grand 
Encampment,  October  12,  1840,  restored  October  10,  1855,  and  again  sur- 
rendered in  October,  1862,  and  again  restored  May,  1866. 
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WASHINGTON  COMMANDERY,  NEWPORT,  R.  t 

Charter,  June  7,  1814. 


Annual  Election,  Third  Wednesday  of  September. 

OFFICERS. 

Sir  H.  J.  Hudson Commander. 

Sir  6.  F.  Cr^vndai.l Generalissimo. 

Sir  L.  R.  Blackman Captain-General. 

Sir  William  Gilpin Prelate. 

Sir  W.  G.  STEVEN8 Senior  Warden. 

Sir  R.  S.  Franklin Junior  Warden. 

Sir  G.  B.  Reynolds,  Jr Treasurer. 

Sir  W.  J.  CozzENs Recorder. 

Sir  William  Carry Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  Isaac  Gill. Standard-Bearer. 

Sir  J.  S.  CoGGESHALL Warder. 

Sir  R.  B.  Tayer, ^ 

Sir  D.  M.  CoGGESiiALL,  Jr I  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  J.   H.  Harrison ) 

Sir  Gborge  W.  Tew Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Third  Wednesday  of  every  month ;    number  of 
members,  91. 


PAST   COMMANDERS. 

♦  Sir  John  A.  Shaw,  Newport,  1812-25. 

*  Sir  Isaac  Stall,  Newport,  1826-28. 

f  Sir  Kensey  J.  Stewart,  Newport,  1858. 
Sir  Nathan  H.  Gould,  Newport,  1854-58. 
Sir  John  Eldred,  Newport,  1859-71. 

Deceased,  2  ;lliving,  3. 


This  Encampment  was  first  chartered  by  the  Grand  Consistory  of  New- 
York,  in  December,  1812.  On  the  7th  of  June,  1814,  it  received  a  Char- 
ter from  Thomas  Smith  Webb,  G.  G.  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
of  Knights  Templars  of  the  United  States,  under  which  it  continued  to 
work  until  June,  1828,  when  it  ceased  to  e.Kist.  On  the  i2th  of  October, 
1853,  it  was  re-chartered  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island,  which  Charter  it  now  holds. 
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WORCESTER  COUNTY  COMMANDERY,  WORCESTER,  MASS. 

Charter,  June  16, 1825. 


Annual  Election,  First  Thursday  of  October. 
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0PPICER8 

r  John  Dean 

r  Henry  C.    Willson 

George  F.  Wood 

Alexander  Y.  Thompson 

Robert  H.  Chamberlain 

Daniel  Seagrave 

William  L.  Clark 

S.  L.  Shaffer 

James  J.  Russ 

George  W.  Reeves 

G.  Edward  Smith 

Justin  E.  Wood 

William  B.  White 

r.  l.  golbert 

Lewis  S.  Carpenter 

r  IlENRy  B.  Keith 


Henry  B.  Keith 

Lewis  S.  Carpenter. 


.Commander. 

Generalissimo. 

,  Captain -General . 

Prelate. 

Senior  Warden. 

Junior  Warden. 

Treasurer. 

Recorder. 

Sword-Bearer. 

.  Slandard-Bearer. 

Warder. 

Captains  of  the  Guard. 

.  Armorer. 
.Musical  Director. 
Organist. 
.Sentinel. 


Regular  Assemblies,  First  Thursday  of  each  month  ;  number  of  meoi 
bers  179. 


past  commanders. 

f  Sir  James  Ertabrook,  Worcester,  1825-27, 1831-33,  1842-44.  1849-54. 

t  Sir  George  Estabrook,  1828-30. 

f  Sir  Albert  Case,  Boston,  1845-48. 

t  Sir  Levi  Rawson,  Farnumsville,  Mass.,  1850-53. 

*  Sir  Asa  Woodbvry,  Wilkinsonville,  Mass.,  1855. 

*  Sir  Henry  Earl,  Worcester,  1856-57. 

*  Seth  p.  Miller,  Worcester,  ia58-63, 1866. 

f  Sir  George  W.  Bently,  New  London,  Conn.,  1864-65. 
Sir  Henry  Goddard,  Worcester,  1866-67. 
Sir  John  Dean,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Deceased,  3  ;  living  7. 


This  Encampment  was  originally  established  at  Holden,  Mass.,  removed 
to  Worcester,  June  17, 1829  ;  re-established  at  Sutton,  Mass.,  October  20, 
1842;  again  removed  to  Worcester,  December  12, 1845,  where  it  has  since 
remained. 
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SPRINGFIELD  COMMANDERY,  SPRINGFIELD,  MASS. 

Ghakter,  June  19,  1830. 


Annual  Election,  First  Monday  of  November. 
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OFFICERS. 

r  George  W.  Ray Commander. 

r  Peter  8.  Bailey Generalissimo. 

r  Henry  S.  Lee Captain -General. 

r  Daniel  Reynolds Prelate. 

r  Albert  M.  Day Senior  Warden. 

r  James  M.  Porter .* Junior  Warden. 

r  Edward  P.  Chapin Treasurer. 

r  Smith  R.  Phillips Recorder. 

r  George  M.  Smith Sword-Bearer. 

r  Joel  E.  Coolidcje Standard -Bearer. 

r  Joseph  S.  Noble Warder. 

r  John  R.  Sealy \ 

r  Aaron  Flaog [•  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

r  Howard  A.  Gibbs ' 

r  Charles  Taylor Armorer. 

r  Eustace  W.  Abbott Musical  Director. 

r  George  D.  Rollins Sentinel. 


Regular  Assemblies,  First  Monday  of  each  month ;  number  of  Mem- 
bers, 249. 


PAST  commanders. 


*  Sir  Henry  Dwight,  Springfield,  Mass.,  1826  to  April  4,  1828,  and  No- 

vember 7,  1828,  to  January  5,  1831. 

*  Sir  John  Newbury,  Springfield,  April  4, 1828,  to  November  7,  1828. 

*  Sir  James  W.  Crooks,  Springfield,  1851-52,  1854-55,  1857-59. 

*  Sir  John  B.  Eirkham,  Springfield,  1853. 
Sir  OcRAN  Dickinson,  Sprin^eld,  1856. 

Sir  William  S.  Shurtleff,  Springfield,  1860-61. 
Sir  Albert  H.  Kirkham,  Springfield,  1862. 

*  Sir  Isaac  D.  Gibbons,  Springfield,  1863-64. 
Sir  Daniel  Reynolds,  Springfield,  1865. 
Sir  Albert  E.  Foth,  Springfield,  1866. 

Sir  Samuel  B.  Spooner,  Springfield,  1867-70. 

Pecet^ed,  5 ;  living,  6. 
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DE  MOLAY  COMMANDERY,  BOSTON,  MASS. 
Charter,  October  10,  1848. 

Annual  Election,  Fourth  Wednesday  of  September. 

OFFICERS. 

Sir  John  M.  Clauk Commander. 

Sir  WiLTJAM  S.  Anderson Generalissimo. 

Sir  Charles  B.  Lancaster Captain-General. 

Sir  Rev.  Alonzo  H.  Qi:int Prelate. 

Sir  John  Mack Senior  Warden. 

Sir  John  U.  Chehter Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Joseph  M.  Russell Treasurer. 

Sir  Frederick  A.  Pierce Recorder. 

Sir  William  Henry  Nichols Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  Joseph  B.  Mason Standard-Bearer. 

Sir  John  P.  Soule Warder. 

Sir  William  R.  Cooke \ 

Sir  Charles  A.  Cox ^  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  George  F.  Wright ) 

Sir  Eben  F.  Gay Annorer. 

Sir  Edward  Pres(  ott Musical  Diret^tor. 

Sir  Howard  M.  Dow. Organist. 

Sir  Eben  F.  Gay Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,   Fourth  Wednesday  of  each  month ;   number  of 
members,  304. 


past  commanders. 

*  Sir  Edward  A  Raymond,  Brookline,  Mass.,  1850-^51. 

Sir  Charles  W.  Moore,  Boston,  Mass.,  18.')2. 

Sir  Thomas  R.  Lambert,  D.  D.,  Charlestown,  Mass.,  1853-55. 

Sir  Clement  A.  Walker,  M.  D.,  Boston,  1856-58. 

Sir  William  Parkman,  Boston,  1859-60. 
t  Sir  Edwin  C.  Bailey,  Boston,  1861-63. 

Sir  William  F.  Davis,  Boston,  1864-65. 

Sir  John  W.  D.admin,  186(5-67. 

Sir  S.  J.  M.  Homer,  1868-69. 

Sir  Marlborough  Williams. 

Deceased,  1 ;  living,  8. 


X  Expelled. 
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HOLY  SEPULCHRE  COMMANDERT,   PAWTUCKET,  R.  I. 

Chabter,  September  25^  1840. 


Annual  Election,  First  Tuesday  of  October. 


S 

s 
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s 
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OFFICERS. 

r  Edward  L.  Freeman Commander. 

r  J.  Sewell  Read Gkneralisstmo. 

r  Charles  A.  Falbs Captain-General. 

r  Edwin  Clapp Prelate. 

r  Henrt  a.  Pierce Senior  Warden. 

r  Joseph  C.  Fisil Junior  Warden. 

r  Isaac  T.  Jenks ' Treasurer. 

r  Benjamin  A.  Sibley Recorder. 

r  George  A.  Sweet Sword-Bearer. 

r  Horace  G.  Aldrich Standard  Bearer. 

r  James  M.  Davis Warder. 


Sir  Arnold  F.  Salisburt \ 

r  James  M.  Bishop >  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

r  Stephen  F.  Fisk ) 


r  John  F.  Adams Musical  Director. 


Sir  Jesse  G.  Barber Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Friday  on  or  before  each  full  moon ;  number  of 
members,  190. 


*  Sir 
Sir 

*  Sir 
Sir 
Sir 
Sir 

*  Sir 
Sur 
Sir 


PAST  COMMANDERS. 

William  Field,  Providence,  1849-50. 
James  Hutchison,  Providence,  1851. 
Alvin  Jenks,  Pawtucket,  1852-^3. 
Claudius  B.  Farnsworth,  Pawtucket,  1866-59. 
Sylvanus  Clapp,  Pawtucket,  1860-61. 
Nathan  P.  Towne,  Pawtucket,  1862. 
George  A.  French,  Pawtucket,  1863-64. 
Horace  Daniels,  Pawtucket,  1865-67. 
Bbla  p.  Clapp,  Pawtucket,  1868-69. 

Deceased,  3 ;  living,  6. 
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PELGRIBf  COMMANDERY,  LOWELL,  MASS. 
Charter,  October  10,  1855. 


Annual  Election,  Wednesday  after  full  moon  in  October. 
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OFFICERS. 

r  HocuM  HosFORD Commander. 

r  George  W.  Bedlow Qeneralissimo. 

r  Charles  E.  A.  Bartlett Captain-General. 

r  Stephen  W.  Huse * Senior  Warden. 

r  Henrt  p.  Perkins Junior  Warden. 

r  JoNATH.\N  P.  FoLsoM Treasurer. 

r  Arthur  G.  Pollard Recorder. 

r  N.  Warren  Norcross Sword-Bearer. 

r  Asa  D.  Clark Standard-Bearer 

r  Frederick  Frye Warder. 

r  Alphgnso  T.  Dickerbcan \ 

T  J.  Henry  Read v  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

r  John  C.  Blood ; 


S 

Sir  Edward  B.  IIowe Organist. 

ir  Hiram  N.  Hall Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Wednesday  after  each  full  moon ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 142. 


past  commanders. 

Sir  Samuel  K.  Hutchinson,  Lowell,  1855-58. 

Sir  Cadwallader  F.  Blanchard,  Lowell,  1859-60. 

Sir  William  S.  Gardner,  Newton,  Mass.,  1861-62. 

Sir  Joseph  Bedlow,  Lowell,  1863. 

Sir  William  F.  Salmon,  Lowell,  1864-65. 

Sir  Samuel  D.  Sargeant,  Binghampton,  N.  Y.,  1866. 

Sir  Charles  A.  Stott,  Lowell,  1867. 

Sir  HocuM  Hosford. 

Deceased,  1^  living,  7. 
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PALESTINE  COMMANDERY,  CHELSEA,  MASS. 
Ohabtbr,  October  28,  1869. 


Annual  Election,  First  Wednesday  of  October. 

OFFICERS. 

Sir  Chablbs  T.  Gat ' Commander. 

Sur  William  D.  Seelet .Generalissimo. 

Sir  John  C.  Hall Captain-General. 

Sir  Rev.  George  W.  Durell • Prelate. 

Sir  John  H.   Roberts Senior  Warden. 

Sir  George  E.  Rogers Junior  Warden. 

Sur  Slade  Luther Treasurer. 

Sir  George  H.  Harden Recorder. 

Sir  James  E.  Rogers. Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  James  N.  Greenwood Standard-Bearer. 

Sir  William  Robinson Warder. 

Sir  Charles  S.  Beatley j 

Sir  James  Donaghy v  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  E.  H.  Brazer ) 

Sir  Charles  W.  Mardrn Armorer. 

Sir  Tracy  P.  Cheever Musical  Director. 

Sir  Edward  Stickney Organist. 

Sir  Charles  W.  Marden Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  First  Wednesday  of  each  month ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 159. 


PAST  COMMANDERS. 

Sir  Charles  A.  Davis,  M.  D.,  Chelsea,  1859-60-61, 

Sir  Charles  M.  Avery,  Chelsea,  1882-63-64. 

Sir  Tracy  P.  Cheever,  Chelsea,  1865. 

Sir  George  H.  Marden,  Charlestown,  1866. 

Sir  Charles  F.  Haynes,  Chelsea,  1867-68. 

Sir  Daniel  E.  Chase,  1869-70. 

Deceased,  1  ;  living,  5. 
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MILPORD  OOMMANDERY,  MILPORD,  MASS. 
Charter,  October  28, 1859. 

Annual  Election,  Pourth  Monday  of  September. 

OFFICERS. 

Sir  SuLLrvAN  C.  Sumner Commander. 

Sir  Samuel  A.  Fisiier Generalissimo. 

Sir  Jarvis  White * Captain-General. 

Sir  Silas  W.  Hale Prelate. 

Sir  James  M.  Woods Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Henrt  C.  Skinner Junior  Warden. 

Sir  John  S.  Mathew Treasurer. 

Sir  Lewis  Pales Recorder. 

Sir  Samuel  W.  Heath,  Jr Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  Thomas  C.  Eastman Standard-Bearer. 

Sir  Eben  D.  Bancroft Warder.  •^ 

Sir  George  R.  Holland \ 

Sir  Milton  A.  Saunders >  Captains  of  tbe  Guard. 

Sir  Charles  W.  Shippee ) 

Sir  John  M.  Wood Armorer. 

Sir  George  W.  Bailey Musical  Director. 

Sir  George  W.  Bailey Organist. 

Sir  John  M.  Wood Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Fourth  Monday  of  each  month ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 152. 


PAST  COMMANDERS. 

Sir  George  E.  Johnson,  Holliston,  Mass.,  1859. 

Sir  Isaac  Britton,  Coventry,  Ky.,  1860, 1863-63. 

Sir  Edwin  F.  Whiting,  Holliston,  1861. 

Sir  William  H.  Phipps,  South  Pramingham,  1864. 

Sir  George  E.  Stacy,  Milford,  1865-«7. 

Sir  J.  Harding  Smith,  Milford,  1868-69. 

Sir  Leonard  Fairbanks,  Milford, 

Deceased,  1 ;  living,  6. 
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SAINT  BERNARD  COMMANDERY,  BOSTON,  MASS. 

Charter,  October  28,  1859. 

ADnnal  Election,  Second  Wednesday  of  December. 

OPPIOERS. 

Sir  Samuel  Wells Commander. 

Sir  John  W.  Candler Generalissimo. 

Sir  Francis  F.  Emory Captain-General. 

Sir  Henry  Mulliken Prelate. 

Sir  Otib  E.  Weld Senior  Warden. 

Sir  W.  H.  Kennard Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Charles  U.  Cotting Treasurer. 

Sir  Richard  Briogs Recorder. 

Sir  JosiAH  F.  Guild Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  Horatio  Moor Standard-Bearer. 

Sur  Henry  F.  Ames Warder. 

Sir  George  F.  Hurd \ 

Sir  Jacob  Baldwin,  Jr V  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  Charles  T.  Randall ) 

Sir  Eben  F.  Gay Armorer. 

Sir  C.  C.  Wentworth Musical  Director. 

Sir  C.  C.  Wentworth Organist. 

Sir  Eben  F.  Gat. , Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Second  Wednesday  of  each  month;  number  of 
members,  81. 


PAST  COMMANDERS. 


Sir  William  W.  Baker,  Boston,  185&-61. 
Sir  P.  Adams  Ames,  Boston,  1862-63. 
Sir  Henry  Mulliken,  Brookline,  1864-66. 
Sir  F.  JLyman  Winship,  AUston,  1867-68. 
Sir  Charles  A.  Welsh. 


UQ 


CALVARY  COMMANDERY,  PROVIDENCE,  R.  I. 

Charter,  May  22,  1860. 

Annual  Election,  First  Tuesday  of  December. 

OFFICERS. 

Sir  John  P.  Lu.ther Commander. 

Sir  Isaac  H.  Saunders Generalissimo. 

Sir  Eugene  D.  Burt Captain-General. 

Sir  Rev.  Daniel  G.  Anderson Prelate. 

Sir  Ch.\rles  B.  Webster Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Joseph  E.  Spink Junior  Warden. 

Sir  James  W.  Bullock Treasurer. 

Sir  Henry  M.  Rawson Recorder. 

Sir  William  H.  McCormick Sword- Bearer. 

Sir  Calvin  8.  Newcomb Stand ard-Bearer. 

Sir  Joshua  M.  Addeman Warder. 

Sir  William  M.  Gifford ) 

Sir  George  W.  Arnold >■  Captains  of  the  Guard 

Sir  Frrz  Herbert  Peabody ) 

Sir  Edwin  Baker Musical  Director. 

Sir  Charles  T.  Little Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  First  Tuesday  of  each  month ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 202. 


PAST  commanders. 

Sir  Henry  Butler,  Providence,  1860-62. 
Sir  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  Providence,  1863. 
Sir  Levi  L.  Webster,  Providence,  1864. 
Sir  William  B.  Blanding,  Providence,  1865. 
Sir  Edwin  J.  Nightingale,  Providence,  1866. 
Sir  Charles  R.  Dennis,  Providence,  1867. 
Sir  James  M.  Pendleton,  Westerly,  1868. 
Sir  Thomas  Phillips,  Jr.,  Providence,  1869-70. 
Sir  Nelson  W.  Aldrich,  Providence. 

Deceased,  1 ;  living  8. 
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HAVERHILL  COMMANDERY,  HAVERHILL,  MASS. 

Charteb,  October  26, 1863. 

Annual  Election,  Second  Tuesday  of  October. 

OFFICERS. 

Sir  Charles  Page  Mebber Commander. 

Sir  Nathan  Swbtt  Kimball Generalissimo. 

Sir  David  Barnard  Tenkey Captain -General. 

Sir  Hiram  Smart Prelate. 

Sir  Dexter  Blanchard  Vickery Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Charles  Samuel  Chase Junior  Warden. 

Sir  William  Allen  Brooks Treasurer. 

Sir  Francis  Jewett  Stevens liecorder. 

Sir  Alvah  Whittier Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  Edwin  Hunt Standard-Bearer. 

Sir  Charles  Tappan  Chase Warder. 

Sir  Benjamin  Flint  Leighton \ 

Sir  Horace  Mann  Wightman I  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  Benjamin  Franklin  Darling ) 

Sir  Nathaniel  Kelley  Johnson Armorer. 

Sir  James  Edward  Gale Musical  Director. 

Sir  Jambs  Edward  Gale Organist. 

Sir  James  Wylie  Poland  Smith Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Second  Tuesday  of  each  month;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 151. 


PAST   COMMANDERS. 


♦  Sir  George  W.  Chase,  Haverhill,  Mass.,  1863-66. 
Sir  James  E.  Gale,  1867-69. 

Deceased,  I ;  living,  1. 
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OLD  COLONY  COMMANDERY,  ABINGTON,  MASS. 

Charter,  October  36, 1868. 

Annual  Election  in  September. 

OFFICERS. 

Sir  Stephen  S.  Bradford Commaoder. 

Sir  Horatio  F.  Copbland Generalissimo. 

Sir  Amos  S.  Stetson Captain-General. 

Sir  James  F.  Cox Prelate. 

Sir  Franklin  P.  nARix)W Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Baalis  Sanford,  Jr Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Benjamin  S.  Nash Treasurer. 

Sir  Erastus  M.   Nash Recorder. 

Sir  Edwin  W.  Whiting Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  Anthony  Dike Standard -Bearer. 

Sir  Samuel  N.  Dter,  Jr Warder. 

Sir  James  H.  Cooper \ 

Sir  J.  T.  Richmond [  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  Bradley  S.  Bryant ; 

Sir  Joseph  F.  French Armorer. 

Sir  William  H.  Davis Musical  Director. 

Sir  Joseph  F.   French Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Monday  next  following  the  full  of  every  moon  ; 
number  of  members,  141. 

past  commanders. 

Sir  William  W.  Whitmarsh,  Neponset,  Mass,  1864-65. 
Sir  Samuel  B.  Thaxter,  Abington,  1866-68. 
Sir  Zachariah  L.  Bicknell,  East  Weymouth,  1869-71. 
Sir  Stephen  S.  Bradford. 
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SUTTON  COMMANDERY,  NEW  BEDFORD,  MASS. 

Charter,  May  5, 1864 

Annual  Election,  First  Thursday  of  December. 

OFFICERS. 

Sir  John  A.  Lee Commander. 

Sir  Abraham  H.  Howland,  Jr Generalissimo. 

Sir  William  W.  Arnold Captain-General. 

Sir  Wanton  T.  Drew Prelate. 

Sir  Gardner  T.  Sanford Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Thomas  B.  Tripp Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Jacob  B.  Hadley Treasurer, 

Sir  H.  Wilder  Emerson Recorder.  / 

Sir  Jeremiah  H.  Bennett Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  Joshua  B.  Winslow Staudard-Bearer. 

Sir  William  T.  Soulb Warder. 

Sir  Horace  G.  Howland \ 

Sir  Benjaaon  L.  Jenkins I  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  Henry  G.   Pomroy ) 

Sir  William  A.  Searell Armorer. 

Sir  Edward  Boden,  Jr Musical  Director. 

Sir  Edward  Boden,  Jr Organist. 

Sir  William  A.  Searell Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  First  Thursday  of  each  month  ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 178. 

past  commanders. 

Sir  John  B.  Baylies,  New  Bedford,  1864-67. 

Sir  A.  H.  W.  Carpenter,  New  Bedford,  1868-70. 


^0 
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BETHANY  COMMANDERY,  LAWRENCE,  MASS. 
Chartbb,  October  28, 1864. 

Annual  Election,  Last  Tuesday  of  Septeniber. 

OFFICERS. 

Sir  Caleb  Saunders Commander. 

Sir  John  Haioh Generalissimo. 

Sir  G.  M.  Stoddard Captain-General. 

Sir  D.  Frank  Robinson Prelate. 

Sir  H.  H.  Currier Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Thomas  Lbyl.\nd Junior  Warden. 

Sir  RuFUH  Reed Treasurer. 

Sir  P.  B.  Robinson Recorder. 

Sir  William   Smith Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  George  W.  Chambers Standard -Bearer. 

Sir  George  F.  Talbot Warder. 

Sir  Chase  Phtlbrick \ 

Sir  Melvin  Beal [■  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  Louis  Weil ) 

Sir  E.  Frank  Page Musical  Director. 

Sir  G.  W.  Waterhouse Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Last  Tuesday  of  each  month ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 128. 


PAST  COBfMANDERS. 

Sir  Pardon  Armington,  Lawrence,  Mass. ,  1864-65. 
Sir  William  H.  Jaquith,  Lawrence,  1866-68, 
Sir  D.  Frank  Robinson, 
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WIN8LOW  LEWIS  COMMANDERY,  8AT..EM,  MASS. 

Charter,  May  6, 1864. 


Annual  Election,  Third  Thursday  of  October. 
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OFFICERS. 

r  George  H.  Peirson Commander. 

r  Dana  Z.  Sbctth Oeneralissimo. 

r  John  Shaw,  dd Captain-General. 

r  John  B.  Hill Prelate. 

r  Levi  Preston Senior  Warden. 

r  Edward  L.  Giddinob Junior  Warden. 

r  James  Kimball Treasurer. 

r  Israel  S.  Lee. Recorder. 

r  Henrt  a.  Brown Sword-Bearer. 

r  John  Meacom Standard-Bearer. 

r  Tristram  T.  Savory Warder. 

r  Samuel  T.  Plummer \ 

T  Irving  Stone >■  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

r  Herbert  T.  Conant ) 


ir  William  L.  Batchelder. Armorer. 

Sir  Jacob  Young Organist. 

ir  William  L.  Batchbij>er Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Third  Thursday  of  each  month ;  number  of  mem- 
bers 148. 


PAST  commanders. 

Sir  William  Sutton,  Peabody,  Mass.,  1865. 
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JERUSALEM  COMMANDERY,  FITCHBURG,  MASS. 

Charter,  May  6, 1865. 


Annual  Election,  Third  Thursday  of  September. 
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OFFICERS. 

r  SuiiLiVAN  W.  Huntley Commander. 

r  Albert  L.  Fessenden Generalissimo. 

r  John  W.  Kimball Captain-General. 

r  Rev.  Henry  L.  Jones Prelate. 

r  George  V.  Barratt Senior  Warden. 

r  Alfred  M.  Adams Junior  Warden. 

r  Charles  J.  Billings Treasurer. 

r  Charles  A.  Morgan Recorder. 

r  George  Wheelock Sword-Bearer. 

r  Francis  Sheldon St^mdard-Bearer. 

r  Alfred  A.  Marshall Warder. 

r  Jonas  A.  Marshall \ 

r  John  Q.  Peabody v  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

r  J.  F.  D.  Garfield ) 

r  Joseph  Pierce Armorer. 

r  Edward  J.  Crossman Musical  Director. 

r  Edward  J.  Grossman Organist. 

r  Joseph  Pierce Sentinel. 


Regular  Assemblies,  Third  Thursday  of  each  month ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 130. 


PAST  COMMANDER& 


Sir  Edmund  Dana  Bancroft,  Groton  Junction,  1865-66. 
Sir  John  Burney,  Filchburg,  1867-68. 
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HUGH  DE  PAYENS  COMMANDERY,  MELROSE,  MASS. 

Charter,  October  27,  1865. 

Annual  Election,  Second  Wednesday  of  September. 

OFFICERS. 

Sir  Thomas  Winship Commander. 

Sir  J.  D.  Parker Generalissimo. 

Sir  George  P.  Clapp Captain-General. 

Sir  Rev.  J.  F.  Powers Prelate. 

Sir  Henry  C.  Cutter Senior  "Warden. 

Sir  M.  P.  Sweetser Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Moors  Patee Treasurer. 

Sir  P.  D.  Walbridge Recorder. 

Sir  William  A.  Carlton Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  George  Wyckoff Standard-Bearer. 

Sir  E.  W.  Glover Warder. 

Sir  Charles  A.  Whittemore \ 

Sir  Charles  H.  Nichols [•  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

SirH.  H.  D.  Gushing ) 

Sir  H.  E.  Robinson Armorer. 

Sir  Daniel  Russell Musical  Director. 

Sir  Daniel  Russell Organist. 

Sir  H.  L.  Putnam Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Second  Wednesday  of  each  month;  number  of 
members,  222. 


PAST  COMMANDERS. 


Sir  LoRiNG  L.  Fuller,  Maiden,  Mass.,  1865-06. 
Sir  Frederick  J.  Foss,       "  "      1867-68. 

Sir  John  B.  Norton,  Charlestown,      1869-71. 
Sir  Thomas  Wtnbhip. 
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SAINT  OMER  COMMANDERY,  SOUTH  BOSTON,  MASS. 

Charter,  October  27, 1865. 


Annual  Election,  First  Monday  of  October. 


OFFICERS 
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r  Charles  H.  White , 

r  Benjamin  Pope 

r  Joseph  Winsor 

r  Edward  H.  Brainard.  . 
r  George  H.  Johnston.  . . 

r  George  W.  Kingman 

r  Walter  E.  Hawes 

r  Francis  C.  Hersey 

r  William  B.  Wilber 

r  John  F.  Kennard 

r  Charles  W.  McLellan. 

r  Elisha  F.  James 

r  Manning  C.  Davy 

r  Francis  W.  Goodwin.  . 
r  William  D.  Rockwood.. 


I 


Commander. 

.Generalissimo. 

.Captain-General. 

.Prelate. 

.  Senior  Warden. 

.Junior  Warden. 

.Treasurer. 

.Recorder. 

.  Sword-Bearer. 

.  Standard-Bearer. 

Warder. 

Captains  oftlie  Guard. 


Sentinel. 


Regular  Assemblies,  First  Monday  of  each  month ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 81 . 


past  commanders. 


Sir  Benjamin  Dean,  Boston,  Mass.,  1865-66. 

Sir  Duncan  McB.  Thaxter,  M.  D.  Boston,  Mass.,  1867-68. 

Sir  N.  A.  Apollonio,  Boston,  Mass.,  1869. 

Sir  Charles  II.  White. 
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BERKSHIRE  COMMANDERY,  PITT8FIBLD,  MASS. 
Charter,  December  32, 1865. 

Annaal  ElecUon,  Second  Monday  in  October. 

OFFICERS. 

Sir  Hezekiah  S.  Russell Commander. 

Sir  Samuel  H.  Almy Qeneralissimo. 

Sir  Truman  E.  Cole Captain-General. 

Sir  John  C.   Parker Prelate. 

Sir  D.  Clinton  Munyan Senior  Warden. 

Sir  George  C.  Dunham Junior  Warden. 

Sir  William  D.  Axteli Treasurer. 

Sir  Clark  F.  Hall Recorder. 

Sir  Lebbeus  C.  Scott Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  Charles  S.  Osborn Standard-Bearer. 

Sir  Irving  D.    Ferry Warder. 

Sir  David  A.  Clary ) 

Sir  Frederick  S.  Parker [■  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  Henry  Chickering ) 

Sir  John  C.  Parker * Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Second  Monday  of  each  montli ;  nnmber  of  mem- 
bers, 61. 

PAST  commanders. 

Sir  Lorenzo  H.  Gamwell,  Pittsfleld,  Mass.,  1866-67. 
S|r  Henry  JDhickering,  Pittsfleld,  Mass.,  1868-70. 
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W00N80CKET  COMMANDERY,  W00N80CKET,  R  I. 

Charter,  May  8, 1867. 


Annual  Election  in  October. 
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OFFICERS. 

r  Moses  P.  Roberts Commander. 

r  L.  C.  ToiTRTELLOT Generalissimo. 

r  Edwin  Aldrich Captain-General. 

r  Walter  E.  Parker Prelate. 

r  Charles  W.  Talcott Senior  Warden. 

r  Joshua  E.  Blood Junior  Warden. 

r  Allen  Thayer Treasurer. 

r  R  O.    Cooke Recorder. 

r  Charles  Nourse 8word-Bearer. 

r  William  E.  C.   Holbrook 8tandard-Bearer. 

r  James  F.  8mith Warder. 

r  J.  8.  Blaisdell \ 

T  H.  M.  Grout |-  Captains  of  the  Guard 

r  William  F.  Hayward ) 

r  Angelo  Howland *. Organist 

r  John  Hackett Sentinel. 


Regular  Assemblies,  Second  Tuesday  of  each  month ;  number  of  meai- 
bers,  89. 


PAST  commanders. 


Sir  Emerson  Goddard,  Woonsocket,  R  I.,  1867. 
Sir  Ira  W.  Arnold,  Woonsocket,  R  I.,  1868. 
Sir  Stafford  W.  Razee,  Woonsocket,  R  I.,  1869. 
Sir  F.  G.  JiLLSON. 
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CONNECTICUT  VALLEY  COMMANDERY,  GREENFIELD,  MASS. 

Charter,  October  30,  1867. 

Annual  Election,  First  Tuesday  of  November. 

OFFICERS. 

Sir  William  S.  Severance Commander. 

Sir  Charles  E.  Severance Generalissimo. 

Sir  Hiram  O.  Smith Captain-General. 

Sir  Marvin  S.  Fellows Prelate. 

Sir  George  Pierce,  Jr Senior  Warden. 

Sir  John  A.  Clark Junior  Warden. 

Sir  George  A.  Allen Treasurer. 

8ir  Charles  P.  Forbes Recorder. 

Sir  Thomas  N.  Austin Sword-Bearcr. 

Sir  Frank  Farnsworth Standard-Bearer. 

Sir  George  Wilby Warder. 

Sir  Charles  Thompson \ 

Sir  Edward  N.  Babbbtt >■  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  George  A.  Andrews ) 

Sir  R.  S.  PRICHARD Annorer. 

Sir  Wendell  T.  Davis Musical  Director. 

Sir  Wendell  T.  Davis Organist. 

Sir  R  8.  Prichard ^ Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  First  Tuesday  of  each  month;   number  of  mem- 
bers, 87. 

PA8T,,'COMMANDERft. 

Sir  Wendell  T.  Davis,  Greenfield,  Mass.,  1867-08. 

Sir  Rev.  Peter  Voorhees  Finch,  Greenfield,  Mass*,  1869-70. 


21 
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GODFREY  DE  BOUILLON  COMMA. NDERY,  FALL  RIVER,  MASS. 

Chahteb,  October  30,  1868. 

Annual  Election,  Third  Wednesday  of  October. 

OFFICERS. 

Sir  Stephen  W.  Butler Commander. 

Sir  JoRN  B.  Whitaker Generalissimo. 

Sir  George  Hoar Captain-General. 

Sir  George  A.  Ballard Senior  Warden. 

Sir  John  P.  Henry Junior  Warden. 

Sir  James  Davis Treasurer. 

Sir  George  Pollard Recorder. 

Sir  Alfred  H.  Hartley Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  William  M.  Almy Standard-Bearer. 

Sir  William  Davenport Warder. 

Sir  Thomas  Vickery j 

Sir  Frederick  K.  Hill >  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  Silas  Williams ) 

Sir  William  Preston Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Third  Wednesday  of  each  month;    number  of 
members,  87.  ' 

past  commanders. 

Sir  Robert  Henry,  Fall  River,  1868. 
Sir  Robert  C,  Brown,  Fall  River, 
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JOSEPH  WARREN  COMMANDERY,  BOSTON  HIGHLANDS,  MS. 

Chabter,  January  1,  1869. 


Annual  Election  in  October. 


OFFICERS. 

Sir  Samuel  Little Commander. 

Sir  George  Moulton Generalissimo. 

Sir  John  F.  Newton Captain-General. 

Sir  JosiAH  A  Stearns Prelate. 

Sir  Charles  Harris Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Ebbnezer  Adams Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Francis  J.  Ward Treasurer. 

Sir  Asa  Wtman,  Jr Recorder. 

Sir  George  Emerson Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  JuDSON  Baldwin Standard-Bearer. 

Sir  D.  W.  Jones Warder. 

Sir  William  A.  Garret \ 

Sir  R.  P.  Goddard >  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  John  Carr ; 

Sir  E.  G.  Scott Armorer. 

Sir  William  H.  Gerrish Musical  Director. 

Sir  William  H.  Gerrish Organist 

Si r  E.  G.  Scott Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  First  Monday  of  each  month;  number  of  mem 
bers,  84. 


PAST  commanders. 


Sir  James  C.  Tucker,  Boeton,  1869-70. 
Sir  Samuel  Little,  Boston. 
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n^^lRRagansett  commandery,  westerly,  R  I. 

Charter,  June,  1869. 

Annual  Election,  Second  Monday  of  January. 

OFFICERS. 

Sir  George  G.  Stillman Commander. 

Sir  J.  Alonzo  Babcock Generalissimo. 

Sir  A.  N.  Lewis. Captain -General. 

Sir  Thomas  H.  Peabodt I*relate. 

Sir  Joseph  Dews Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Charles  O.  Prosser Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Alva  A.  Crandall Treasurer. 

Sir  Samuel  H.  Cross Recorder. 

Sir  E.  H.  Knowles Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  H.  Brightman Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  H.  B.  Gavitt Warder. 

Sir  George  C.  Stillman \ 

Sir  Thomas  M.  Place [•  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  William  H,  Chapman ) 

Sir  James  Potter Armorer. 

Sir  James  Stillman Organist. 

Sir  James  Potter Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Second  and  Fourth  Monday  of  each  month;  num- 
ber of  members,  31. 

/ 

PAST  commander. 

Sir  James  M.  Pendleton,  Westerly,  R  I.,  186&-70. 
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WILLIAM  PARKMAN  COMMANDERY,  EAST  BOSTON,  MASS. 

Charter,  May  12, 1870. 


Annual  Election,  Second  Thareday  of  October. 


OFFICBBS. 

Sir  Albert  B.  Barrett Commander. 

Sir  William  J.  Ellis Generalissimo. 

Sir  James  B.  Webster Captain-General. 

Sir  Benjamin  H.  Stikson Prelate. 

Sir  Benjamin  Albbe Senior  Warden. 

Sir  William  Waters,  Jr Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Hbzekiah  Mayo Treasurer. 

Sir  Edward  H.  Morse '.  .Recorder. 

Sir  George  F.  Hosea Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  Thomas  Shaw Standard-Bearer. 

Sir  J.  Hiram  Starr  Pearson Warder. 

Sir  Charles  H.  Pepper \ 

Sir  William  A.  Holmes V  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  William  H.  Hiobee ) 

Sir  Samuel  W.  Gleason Armorer. 

Sir  WiLLi.uf  Dtjtemplb Musical  Director. 

Sir  Wn.LiAM  Dutemple Organist. 

Sir  Samuel  W.  Gleason Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Second  Thursday  of  each  month  ;   number  ot 
members,  75. 


PAST  COMMANDER. 

Sir  Seth  C.  Ames,  M.  D.,  East  Boston,  Mass.,  1870-71. 
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BRISTOL  COMMANDERY,  MANSFIELD,  MASS. 

Charter,  May  28, 1870. 


Annual  Election  in  December. 


OFFICERS. 

Sir  Charles  E.  Smith Commander. 

Sir  Daniel  B.  Whittibr Generalissimo. 

Sir  Daniel  H.  Smith Captain -General. 

Sir  William  N.  Hamblet Prelate. 

Sir  Allen  F.  Belcher Senior  Warden. 

Sir  John  L.  Kendall Junior  Warden. 

Sir  William  Graves Treasurer. 

Sir  Eliphalet  Smith Recorder. 

Sir  Henry  F.  Day Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  George  W.  Sargent Standard-Bearer. 

Sir  William  H.  Thomas Warder. 

Sir  Frank  S.  Fairbanks \ 

Sir  James  F.  Leonard >  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  Albert  S.  Smith ) 

Sir  Charles  A.  Blake Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Friday  on  or  before  full  moon ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 84. 
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NORTHAMPTON  COMMANDERY,   NORTHAMPTON,  MASS. 

Chartbb,  June  2,  1870. 

Annual  Election,  Second  Monday  of  October. 

OFFICEBS. 

Sir  David  W.  Craftp Commander. 

Sir  CHARiiEs  S.  Pratt Generalissimo. 

Sir  Geoboe  S.  Phelps Captain-General. 

Sir  Stephen  B.  Fuller \.  .Prelate. 

Sir  Joseph  C.  Williams Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Aaron  C.  Barton Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Ansel  Wright Treasurer. 

Sir  Edwabd  C.  Crafts Recorder. 

Sir  William  C.  Pomeroy Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  Smith  Carr. Standard-Bearer 

Sir  Timothy  P.  Lyman Warder. 

Sir  Iba  H.  Stevens \ 

Sir  Charles  H.  Taynton t  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  Robert  R.  Mayers ; 

Sir  John  A.  Prentiss Armorer. 

Sir  Christopher  Clarke Musical  Director. 

Sir  John  A.  Pbentiss Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Second  Monday  of  each  month;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 47. 


past  commandeb. 
Sir  David  W.  Crafts,  Northampton,  Mass.,  1870-71-73. 
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SOUTH  SHORE  COMMANDERY,  WEYMOUTH,  MASS, 

Chabter,  Jane  9, 1870. 

Annual  Election  in  September. 

OFFICERS. 

Sir  Z.  L.  BiCKNELL Commander. 

Sir  Geoiigb  W.  Fay Generalissimo. 

Sir  E.  Waters  Burr Captain-General. 

Sir  William  Humphrey Prelate. 

Sir  Andrew  J.  Garey Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Thomas  H.  Humphrey Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Prescott  Lothrop Treasurer. 

Sir  Charles  H.  Pratt Recorder. 

Sir  Alanson  A.  Holbrook Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  Alv AH  Raymond,  Jr Standard-Bearer. 

Sir  Richard  V.  Merchant Warder. 

Sir  Charles  Simmons \ 

Sir  Stephen  M.  S.  Pratt >•  Captains  of  the  Guard . 

Sir  Charles  H.  Newton ) 

Sir  Andrew  J.  Randall Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Monday  on  or  before  the  full  moon;  number  of 
members,  62. 
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TRINITY  COMMANDERY,  HUDSON,  MASS. 

No  Returns. 


NATIOZ  COMMANDERY,  NATICK,  MASS. 
Charteb,  April  13, 1871. 

Annual  Election  First  Monday  of  September. 

OFFICERS. 

Sir  James  Hekrt  Parker Commander. 

Sir  William  Hh-lman  Wright Generalissimo. 

Sir  Charles  Aaron  Davis Captain-General. 

Sir  George  James  Townsend Prelate. 

Sir  Samuel  Oi.ney  Daniels Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Edwin  Walter  Cozzens Junior  Warden. 

Sir  LoRiN  Rerilo  Edgerton Treasurer. 

Sir  Sumner  Horton  Parker Recorder. 

Sir  Claudius  Buchanan  Travis Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  George  Beard Standard-Bearer. 

Sir  William  Taylor Warder. 

Sir  Walter  Neal  Mason \ 

Sir  John  Wesley  Carter (■  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  Elbridge  Fairbanks  Perry ) 

Regular  Assemblies,  First  Monday  of  each  month;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 14. 


2f^ 
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C(EUR  DE  LION  COMMANDERY,  CHARLE8T0WN,  MASS. 

Dispensation,  October  14, 1871. 


Annual  Election,  Third  Tuesday  of  September. 
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OPFICEK8. 

r  William  H.  Kbnt Commauder. 

r  William  Patterson Generalissimo. 

r  John  B.  Wilson Captain-General. 

r  Rev.  William  T.  Stowe Prelate. 

r  Howard  F.  Rome Senior  Warden. 

r  Caleb  Rand Junior  Warden. 

r  Amos  Stone Treasurer. 

r  Samuel  E.  Chandler Recorder. 

r  William  C.  Murray Sword-Bearer. 

r  Daniel  C.  Stillson Slandard-Bearer. 

r  Aaron  Sargent Warder. 

r  Georqe  H.  Allen j 

r  James  W.  Poor >•  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

r  John  Bartlett ) 

r  Israel  F.  Crafts Sentinel. 


Regular  Assemblies,  Third  Tuesday  of  each  month  ;   number  of  mem- 
bers, 43. 


PAST   commander. 

Sir  Gboroe  H.  Harden. 


Itl 


GETH8EMANE  COMMANDERY,  NEWTONVILLE,  MASS. 

Dispensation,  May  20, 1872. 


Annual  Election  in  September. 
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OFFICERS. 

r  Lyman  Winshtp Commander. 

r  Robert  L.  Davis GeneraUseimo. 

r  Adin  B.  Underwood Captain-General. 

r  James  M.  Greenwood Prelate. 

r  Edwin  R.  Frost Senior  Warden. 

r  Charles  W.  Cushing.  . .  r Junior  Warden. 

r  David  8.  Simpson Treasurer. 

r  Robert  G.  Molineaux Recorder. 

r  James  A.  Maynard Sword-Bearer. 

r  George  N.  Notes Standard-Bearer. 

r  Samuel  A.  Walker Warder. 

r  James  M.  Greenwood Sentinel. 


Regular  Assemblies^  Monday  before  full  of  the  moon ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 34. 
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RECAPITULATIONS. 

The  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  is 
composed  of 

Grand  Officers  (Sentinel  excluded 16 

Past  Grand  Officers  (permanent  members,  excluding  present  Grand 

Officers) 47 

Past  Commanders  of  Subordinate  Commanderies  (permanent  mem- 
bers not  included  in  enumeration  of  past  or  present  Grand  Offi- 
cers, or  present  Commanders 119 

Commanders,  Generalissimos,  and  Captains-General  of  34  Subor- 
dinate Commanderies 102 

Total 284 

Whole  number  of  Knights  affiliated  with  Subordinate  Command- 
eries        4,852. 
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MAINE  ENCAMPMENT,  PORTLAND,  MAINE. 
Ghakter,  March  17,  1821. 


PAOT  GOMMAXDEBS. 

(While  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Rhode  Island.) 

Sir  Rev.  Solomon  Silas.  Sir  Joseph  M.  Gerrish. 

Sir  Thomas  S.  Bowles.  Sir  Samuel  Fessendbn. 


Maine  Encampment  ceased  to  he  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  October  10,  1849.  In 
1854,  it  was  removed  from  Portland  to  Gardiner,  where  it  is  now  located. 
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VILLAGE  ENCAMPMENT,  GREENWICH,  MASS. 
Charter,  June  16,  1825. 


PAST  commanders. 

*  Sir  EziEKiEL  L.  Bascomb,  1825.  Sir  John  Warner,  1827. 

Sir  Rev.  Lucius  R.  Paige,  D.  D.,  1826.  Sir  Rev.  Joshua  Flagg,  1828. 


The  Charter  of  this  Encampment  was  declared  forfeited  by  a  vote  of 
the  Grand  Encampment,  at  a  Special  Assembly  held  February  28,  1838. 


^0t|stitiiti0n. 


l^ottstHniion  ojf  ih  ftrand  :(|omnmnderQ 


OF 


Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders 


OF  MASSACHUSETTS  AND  RHODE  ISLAND. 


ARTICLE  I.— GRAND   COMMANDERY. 

STYLE  AND  TITLB. 

Section  1. — The  style  and  title  of  this  Body  is  "  The 
Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars  and  the  Append- 
ant Orders  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island." 


JURISDICTION. 

Sect.  2. — Its.  jurisdiction  extends   over  the   territorial 
limits  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 


POWERS. 

Sect.  3. — In  it  alone  is  vested  the  right  and  duty,  which 
it  cannot  delegate,  to  superintend  and  govern  all  Command- 
eries  of  Knights   Templars  and   the   Appendant   Orders 
within  this  jurisdiction. 
23 
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It  has  exclusive  power  to  grant  Dispensations  and  War- 
rants for  forming  and  opening  Commanderies  of  the  above 
Orders,  and  to  extend  or  revoke  the  same. 

It  enacts  statutes  and  issues  edicts,  and  amends  and 
repeals  the  same. 

It  censures,  suspends,  and  erases  Councils  and  Com- 
manderies, and  holds  any  of  their  members  amenable  for 
any  violation  or  neglect  of  its  statutes  and  edicts. 

It  has  supreme  authority,  throughout  this  jurisdiction,  in 
all  matters  pertaining  to  Templar  Masonry,  subject  only  to 
the  ancient  landmarks  of  the  Order,  and  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment of  the  United  States. 


MEMBERS. 

Sect.  4. — It  shall  consist  of  a  Grand  Commander,  Dep- 
uty Grand  Commander,  Grand  Generalissimo,  Grand  Cap- 
tain-General, Grand-Prelate,  Senior  Grand  Warden,  Junior 
Grand  Warden,  Grand  Treasurer,  Grand  Recorder,  Grand 
Sword-Bearer,  Grand  Standard-Bearer,  Grand  Warder, 
Grand  Captain  of  the  Guards,  Grand  Sentinel, — eo^-officiia  ; 
of  all  Past  Grand  Commanders,  and  Grand  Masters,  Past 
Deputy  Grand  Commanders,  and  Deputy  Grand  Masters, 
Past  Grand  Generalissimos,  and  Past  Grand  Captains-Gene- 
ral of  this  Body ;  of  the  Commanders,  Generalissimos,  and 
Captains- General,  for  the  time  being,  of  all  subordinate 
Commanderies  under  this  jurisdiction  ;  and  of  all  past  Com- 
manders of  such  subordinates,  so  long  as  they  are  members 
of  Commanderies  under  this  jurisdiction,  in  good  standing. 

The  above-named  Present  and  Past  OflScers  (the  Grand 
Sentinel  excepted),  and  Representatives  and  Past  Com- 
manders of  subordinate  Commanderies,  are  the  only  voters 
in  this  Grand  Commandery. 
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A  permanent  member  has  but  one  vote  in  his  own  right 
as  such,  and  but  two  in  anj  case. 

ATTENDANCE   AND   PROXIES. 

Sect.  5. — Each  of  the  oflScers  named  in  the  preceding 
section,  save  and  except  Past  Commanders  and  the  Grand 
Sentinel,  being  unable  to  attend  the  Assemblies  in  person, 
shall  have  the  power  to  appoint  a  proxy,  who  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  his  constituent, 
except  that  of  taking  his  rank  in  Grand  Commandery, 

Such  proxy  must,  at  the  time  of  his  service,  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  same  subordinate  CoTn/mandery  as  his  principal, 
and  a  Templar  of  not  less  than  three  years'  standing,  and 
must  present  a  properly  authenticated  certificate  of  his 
appointment. 

OFFICERS,   ELECTION,   AND   TITLES. 

Sect.  6. — The  first  nine  officers  shall  be  chosen  by 
written  ballot ;  the  others,  by  appointment  of  the  Grand 
Commander. 

No  Knight  is  eligible  to  any  office  in  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery, unless  he  be  a  member  of  some  subordinate 
Commandery,  and  a  Templar  of  not  less  than  three  years' 
standing. 

The  officers  thus  chosen  shall  serve  until  their  successors 
have  been  installed.  The  title  of  the  Grand  Commander 
is  "  Right  Eminent  ;"  that  of  Deputy  Grand  Commander, 
"  Very  Eminent;"  of  the  other  Grand  Officers,  "  Eminent.'^ 

assemblies. 

Sect.  7. — This  Grand  Commandery  shall  assemble  in 
October  and  May  of  each  year,  at  such  time  and  place  as 
the  presiding  officer  shall  appoint, — in  October,  for  the 
election  of  officers  and  the  transaction  of  the  annual  busi- 
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ness ;  and  in  May,  for  the  exemplification  of  the  work  and 
ritual,  the  transaction  of  such  special  business  as  shall  be 
presented,  and  the  consideration  of  such  matters  as  per- 
tain to  the  general  good  of  the  order. 

Special  Assemblies  may  be  held  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
presiding  officer  ;  but  no  business  shall  be  transacted  at  a 
Special  Meeting  save  that  which  was  specified  in  the  orig- 
nal  notice. 


PREROGATIVES   AND   DUTIES   OF   OFFICERS. 

Sect.  8. — The  Grand  Commander  shall  have  a  watchful 
supervision  over  all  the  subordinate  Commanderies,  and 
see  that  all  the  constitutional  enactments,  rules,  and  edicts, 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  and  of  this 
Grand  Cpmmandery,  are  duly  and  promptly  obeyed. 

The  Grand  Commander  and  Deputy  Grand  Commander, 
at  their  pleasure,  visit  and  preside  in  any  subordinate  Com- 
mandery,  and  give  such  instruction  and  direction  in  the 
work  and  ritual  as  the  good  of  the  Order  may  require  ; 
always  conforming  to  the  ancient  landmarks  and  this 
Grand  Constitution.  The  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  in 
the  event  of  the  death,  removal  or  physical  incompetency 
of  his  superior,  shall  act  as  the  Grand  Commander. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Commander,  in  person  or  by 
one  of  his  Council,  to  visit  and  examine  every  subordinate 
Commandery  under  Dispensation  once  in  three  months,  and 
every  chartered  Commandery  annually,  and  cause  a  report 
of  the  same  to  be  made  at  the  Annual  Assembly  of  this 
Grand  Commandery  :  provided^  however,  that  when  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Grand  Commander  the  interests  of  the 
institution  will  be  promoted  thereby,  he  may  designate 
one  of  the  Grand  Lecturers  to  make  such  visit  and  report 
to  him. 
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It  18  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  to  report  to  the 
Grand  Commander  or  presiding  oflScer,  whenever  and  as 
often  as  there  shall  be  a  surplus  of  one  hundred  dollars  in 
the  treasury,  not  subject  to  any  appropriation  already 
made  ;  and  to  invest  the  same  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
the  first  two  officers. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Recorder,  annually,  to  com- 
municate to  the  Grand  Recorders  of  all  State  Grand  Com- 
manderies,  and  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States  of  America,  a  list  of  all 
the  Grand  Officers  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  and  all  such 
other  matters  as  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander 
shall  deem  to  be  for  the  general  good  of  the  Order,  or  use- 
ful for  their  information. 

The  other  duties  of  the  above  officers,  and  the  duties  of 
the  other  officers,  are  such  as  are  traditionally  appropriate 
to  their  offices,  and  such  as  may  be  required  of  them  by 
this  Grand  Commandery  and  the  Grand  Commander. 

NEW   COMMANDERIES. 

Sect.  9. — Dispensations  for  forming  and  opening  new 
Commanderies,  upon  the  petition  of  not  less  than  nine 
Knights  Templars  residing  within  the  jurisdiction,  may  be 
issued  by  the  Grand  Commander  during  the  recess  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  only — Dispensations  so  issued  to  be 
of  force  only  until  the  succeeding  stated  Assembly  of  this 
Body,  unless  continued  by  vote  thereof;  provided,  hxnoever, 
that  no  Dispensation  shall  be  issued  without  the  consent 
of  the  Commandery  nearest  to  the  place  where  the  new 
one  is  to  be  located  ;  and,  if  in  that  town  or  city  there  is 
more  than  one,  the  consent  of  all  shall  be  obtained. 

Charters  shall  be  granted  by  vote  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery alone,  and  at  a  Stated  Assembly. 
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A  Commandery  formed  within  this  jurisdiction,  without 
a  liispensation  or  Charter,  as  above  provided,  shall  be 
deemed  illegal ;  and  all  communication  between  Command- 
eries  under  this  jurisdiction,  and  the  members  of  such  ille- 
gal ones,  is  hereby  strictly  forbidden. 

PEES   FOR    DISPENSATIONS   AND    CHARTERS. 

Sect.  10. — The  fees  for  a  dispensation  are  forty  dollars 
to  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  three  dollars  to  the  Grand 
Recorder;  and,  for  a  Charter,  sixty  dollars  to  the  Grand 
Commandery,  and  seven  dollars  to  the  Grand  Recorder ; 
and,  for  a  Charter  without  a  previous  Dispensation,  one 
hundred  dollars  to  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  ten  dollars 
to  the  Grand  Recorder.  In  no  case  shall  a  Dispensation 
or  Charter  be  issued,  until  the  required  fees  shall  have 
been  paid  to  the  Grand  Treasureir. 

GRAND    FUND. 

Sect.  11. — One  tenth  of  the  unincumbered  funds  of  this 
Body,  at  its  Annual  Assembly  in  October,  1859,  and  one 
tenth  of  its  present  and  future  income,  shall  be  set  apart, 
and  shall  form  a  "Grand  Fund  ;"  the  interest  only  of  which 
shall  be  expended,  for  charitable  and  other  purposes,  at 
the  discretion  of  this  Grand  Body :  providedj  however,  that 
no  portion  of  the  interest  shall  be  expended  for  any  pur- 
pose whatever,  until  the  principal  shall  amount  to  five 
thousand  dollars.  The  unexpended  income  of  the  fund, 
and  all  donations  to  the  same,  shall  be  annually  added  to 
the  principal.  Until  this  fund  shall  amount  to  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  it  shall  not  be  in  knightly  faith  to  diminish 
the  rate  of  increase  as  provided  above. 

The  Grand  Commander,  Grand  Treasurer,  and  Grand 
Recorder,  shall  be  a  Committee,  to  be  styled  "  The  Grand 
Fund  Committee,"  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  attend  to  the 
safe  and  profitable  investment  of  this  fund.  They  shall 
also  make  a  detailed  report,  in  writing,  of  its  condition  at 
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each  and  every  Annual  Assembly  in  October.  A  failure  so 
to  do  shall  render  them  ineligible  to  re-election  for  the 
ensuing  year. 


ARTICLE  II.— SUBORDINATE   COMMANDERIES. 


MEMBERS. 

Section  1. — Every  subordinate  Commandery  shall  con- 
sist of  a  Commander,  Generalissimo,  Captain- General,  Pre- 
late, Senior  Warden,  Junior  Warden,  Treasurer,  Recorder, 
S word-Bearer, » Standard- Bearer,   and   Warder,  and    such 
'other  officers  and  members  as  may  be  found  convenient. 

ASSEMBLIES. 

Sect.  2. — Every  subordinate  Commandery  shall  assemble 
at  least  quarterly  for  improvement  and  business. 

jurisdiction. 

Sect.  3. — Every  subordinate  Commandery  shall  have 
exclusive  jurisdiction  in  receiving  applications  lor,  and 
conferring  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  over,  all  territory 
lying  nearer  the  usual  travelled  routes  to  its  place  of 
meeting  than  to  that  of  any  other  Commandery  ;  provided, 
that  any  Commandery  may  waive  this  jurisdiction  in  favor 
of  any  person  desirous  to  apply  to  any  other  Commandery. 

OFFICERS :  election  and  duties. 

Sect.  4. — The  first  eight  officers  shall  be  elected  by 
written  ballot  :  the  others  may  be  appointed  by  the  Com- 
mander at  the  pleasure  of  the  Commandery.  The  officers 
thus  chosen  shall  serve  until  their  successors  shall  have 
been  installed.  The  title  of  the  Commander  is  "Eminent." 
The  Commander  of  a  subordinate  Commandery  has  it  in 
special  charge  to  see  that  the  By-Laws  of  his  Commandery 
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and  this  Grand  Constitution  are  duly  observed  ;  that  accu- 
rate records  are  kept,  and  just  accounts  rendered  ;  that 
regular  returns  to  this  Grand  Commandery  are  made  annu- 
ally; and  that  the  annual  dues  are  promptly  paid.  He 
calls  special  Assemblies  of  his  Commandery  at  pleasure ; 
and  it  is  his  duty,  with  his  Generalissimo  and  Captain- Gen- 
eral, to  attend  all  Assemblies  of  this  Grand  Commandery. 

The  duties  of  the  other  oflScers  are  such  as  are  tradition- 
ally appropriate,  and  such  as  may  be  assigned  them  by  the 
Commandery  or  the  Commander. 

OBLIGATION. 

Sect.  5. — The  officers  of  every  subordinate  Commandery 
before  installation,  and  every  candidate  upon  admission, 

shall  take  the  following  obligation,  viz  :    "  I ,  do 

promise  and  vow  that  I  will  support  and  maintain  the  Con- 
stitution  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars 
and  the  Appendant  Orders  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
the  United  States  of  America." 

ANNUAL   RETURNS. 

Sect.  6. — Every  subordinate  Commandery,  shall  make  a 
return  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  this  Grand  Commandery, 
on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  October,  annually,  of  the  roll 
of  its  officers  and  members,  of  all  candidates  for  the  Orders, 
accepted  or  rejected ;  and  shall  pay  to  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery three  dollars  for  every  Knight  created,  and  an 
annual  fee  of  three  dollars. 

ORDERS,   FEES,   AND   RULE   OF  SUCCESSION. 

Sect.  7. — No  subordinate  Commandery  shall  confer  the 
Orders  of  KnightKood  for  a  less  sum  than  thirty  dollars, 
nor  on  any  person  who  shall  not  have  regularly  received 
the  several  degrees  of  E.A.,  P.C.,  M.M.,  M.M.M.,  P.M.,  M. 
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E.M.;  and  B.A.M.y ;  aad  no  candidate  for  the  Orders  shall 
be  balloted  for,  unless  he  shall  have  stood  proposed  at 
least  fourteen  days,  unless  a  Dispensation  therefor  shall  be 
obtained  from  the  R.  B.  Grand  Commander.  The  Orders 
shall  be  conferred  in  the  following  succession,  viz : — 1. 
Knight  op  the  Red  Cross  ;  2.  Knight  Templar  ;  3.  Knight 
OP  Malta. 

sojourners. 

Sect.  8. — It  is  not  regular  for  a  subordinate  Gommand- 
ery  to  confer  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  upon  any  sojourner 
from  any  State  or  place  in  which  there  is  a  Commandery 
regularly  established,  except  by  consent  of  the  Command- 
ery having  jurisdiction.  Any  Commandery  which  violates 
this  regulation  shall  be  subject  to  knightly  discipline,  and 
be  required  to  pay,  on  demand,  to  the  Commandery  having 
jurisdiction,  the  amount  of  fees  received. 

Any  Commandery  may,  however,  take  cognizance  of  the 
conduct  of  sojourning  Knights. 

questions. 

Sect.  9. — In  every  Assembly  of  Knights,  all  questions, 
except  of  the  admission  of  candidates  and  members,  and  of 
matters  specially  reserved  by  the  By-Laws,  shall  be  de- 
cided by  a  majority  vote, — the  presiding  officer,  if  a  mem- 
ber, being  entitled  to  one  vote,  and,  in  case  of  a  tie,  to  the 
casting  vote. 

COSTUME. 

Sect.  10. — The  costume  of  this  Grand  Commandery  and 
its  subordinates  is  such  as  is,  from  time  to  time,  approved 
by  this  Grand  Body. 

OPENING  AND   CLOSING. 

Sect.  11.  —  All  Councils  and  Commanderies  should  be 
opened  and  closed  in  due  and  ancient  form ;  and  Command- 
eries with  devotion. 
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AMENDMENTS. 

Sect.  12. — ^This  Grand  Constitution  may  be  altered  or 
amended  by  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  at 
any  Annual  Assembly  in  October. 


At  the  Annual  Assembly  held  October  25th,  1872,  it 
was  ordered  that  the  form  of  petition  for  the  orders  here- 
after shall  be  as  follows  : 

FORM   OF   PETITION. 

To  tbe  Eminent  Commander  and  members  of Com- 

mandery  of  Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders  of 

The  subscriber,  a  Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason,  is  desirous,  if  found 
worthy,  to  be  admitted  to  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  in  your  Command- 
ery. 

Residence Age 

Occupation 

j  When  and  in  what  Lodge  made  a  Master  Mason 

When  and  In  what  Chapter  exalted  to  the  Degree  of  Royal  Arch 

I  Mason 

Of  what  Lodge  now  a  member 

Of  what  Chapter  now  a  member 

I  have. .' before  applied  for  these  Orders  of  Knighthood. 

(signed) 


(date.) 


i 

RECOMMENDATION. 


I a  member  of. 

Commandery  aforesaid,  hereby  recommend  said  Companion, 

for  admission  to  the  Orders  of  Knighthood. 

(signed) 


It  was  farther  ordered, 

That  should  it  appear  that  the  applicant  has  before  applied  for  the 
orders  in  any  commandery  other  than  the  one  to  which  he  now  applies. 
It  shall  not  be  competent  for  the  commandery  to  act  upon  the  application 
unless  it  be  accompanied  by  the  written  consent  of  such  commandery 
duly  attested,  if  within  our  jurisdiction;  and  if  without  our  jurisdiction, 
the  consent  in  writing  of  the  Grand  Commander  of  the  State  in  which 
such  commandery  shall  be  situated. 
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CONSTITUTION 
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UNITED    STATES    OP    AMERICA. 

1871. 


ARTICLE    FIRST. 

(y  the  Orand  Ihicampment  of  the  United  States. 

Section  I. — How  Constituted. 

(1)  The  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templar  of  the 
United  States  is  constituted  as  follows : 

I.  The  Grand  Master. 
II.  The  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
III.  The  Grand  Generalissimo. 
rV.  The  Grand  Captain  General. 
V.  The  Grand  Prelate. 
VI.  The  Grand  Senior  Warden. 
VII.  The  Grand  Junior  Warden. 
VIII.  The  Grand  Treasurer. 
IX.  The  Grand  Recorder. 
X.  The  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 
XI.  The  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 
XII.  The  Grand  Warder. 

XIII.  The  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

XIV.  All  Past  Grand  Masters. 

XV.  All  Past  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 
XVI.  All  Past  Grand  Generalissimos,  and 
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XVII.  All  Past  Grand  Captains  General  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

[The  first  nine  of  whom  shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  and 
the  remaining  four  officers,  tenth  to  thirteenth,  inclusive, 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master.  See  Amendment 
adopted  Sept.  21,  1871.] 

LIKEWISE, 

XVIII.  All  Grand  Commanders. 
XIX.  All  Past  Grand  Commanders. 
XX.  All  Deputy  Grand  Commanders. 
XXI.  All  Grand  Generalissimos,  and 
XXII.  All  Grand  Captains  General  of  each  State  Grand 
Commandery  that  acknowledges  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

(2)  Each  of  the  individuals  above  enumerated  shall  be 
entitled,  when  present,  to  one  vote  in  all  the  proceedings 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

LIKEWISE, 

XXIII.  The  first  three  officers  of  each  Commandery  that 
holds  its  Charter  immediately  from  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

(3)  These,  or  as  many  of  them  as  may  be  present  at  any 
meetings  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  entitled  collectively  to  one  vote. 

(4)  All  officers  of  the  late  General  Grand  Encampment 
shall  rank  and  have  all  the  privileges  of  members  of  equal 
rank  as  provided  for  herein. 

(5)  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office  in  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States,  unless  he  shall  be  at  the 
time  a  member  of  some  subordinate  commandery  under  the 
general  or  immediate  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment of  the  United  States. 
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Section  II. — Proxies. 

(1)  The  first  four  oflScers  named  in  Section  I.  of  this 
Article ;  likewise,  the  first  four  officers  of  all  State  Grand 
Commanderies ;  likewise,  the  first  three  officers  of  all  subor- 
dinate chartered  commanderies  held  under  the  immediate 
jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States, 
may  appear  and  vote  by  proxy  ;  said  proxies  being  at  the 
time  of  service  members  of  subordinate  commanderies,  and 
producing  properly  authenticated  certificates  of  their  ap- 
pointment. 

Section  III. — Titles. 

(I)  The  title  and  designation  of  the  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  is  Most  Eminent 
Chrand  Master  of  Knights  Templar, 

That  of  the  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Bight  Eminent. 

Of  the  remaining  officers  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  Very 
Eminent. 

Section  IV. — Meetings. 

(1)  The  stated  meetings  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
the  United  States  shall  occur  triennially  [on  the  Second 
{First,  amendment  Sept.  16,  1869,)  Tue&day  of  September, 
at  such  places]  at  such  time  and  place  (amendment  of  Sept. 
3,  1862)  as  may  have  been  previously  designated  by  the 
standing  committee  (see  Art.  Fourth,  Sec.  IV.,  Rule  4),  and 
approved  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

(2)  Special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the  Most  Eminent 
Grand  Master,  at  his  discretion.  And  it  shall  be  his  duty, 
upon  the  requisition  of  the  majority  of  the  State  Grand 
Commanderies,  to  him  directed  in  writing,  to  call  special 
meetings  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

(3)  The  Grand  Officers  shall  hold  their  respective  offices 
until  their  successors  shall  be  duly  elected  and  installed. 
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(4)  At  the  stated  meetings  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
the  United  States,  there  shall  be  reviewed  and  considered 
all  the  official  reports  of  its  officers,  and  of  the  State  Grand 
and  Subordinate  Commanderies,  under  its  immediate  juris- 
diction, for  the  preceding  three  years. 

(5)  They  shall  proceed  to  elect  by  ballot  the  several 
officers  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States, 
save  and  except  a  Grand  Prelate,  Grand  Standard  Bearer, 
Grand  Sword  Bearer,  Grand  Warder,  and  Grand  Captain  of 
the  Guard,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master, 
to  serve  during  the  term  of  the  office  of  the  Grand  Master 
making  the  appointment  (see  Art.  First,  Sec.  V.,  Div.  1. 
(2)  Amendment  Sept.  21,  1871.) 

(6)  To  adopt  such  rules  and  edicts  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  good  of  the  order. 

(7)  To  examine  the  accounts  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and 
Grand  Recorder. 

(8)  To  supervise  the  state  and  condition  of  the  finances, 
and  adopt  such  measures  in  relation  thereto  as  may  be 
necessary  to  increase,  secure,  and  preserve  the  same,  and 
also  to  insure  the  utmost  punctuality  on  the  part  of  every 
accounting  officer  in  the  safe  keeping  and  paying  over  the 
funds  and  property  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

(9)  To  grant  or  withhold  Warrants,  Dispensations,  and 
Charters  for  all  new  State  Grand  or  Subordinate  Coiomand- 
eries  (see  Art.  Second,  Sec.  1.(1)  and  Art  Three,  Sec.  I.)  (3). 

(10)  For  good  cause,  to  revoke  pre-existing  Warrants, 
Charters,  or  Dispensations. 

(11)  To  assign  the  limits  of  the  State  Grand  Command- 
eries, and  settle  all  controversies  that  may  arise  between 
them. 
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(12)  And  finally,  to  consider  and  do  all  matters  and 
things  appertaining  to  the  good,  well-being,  and  perpetua- 
tion of  the  principles  of  Templar  Masonry. 

(13)  No  business  shall  be  transacted  at  the  called  meet- 
ings, save  that  which  was  specified  in  the  original  sum- 
mons. 

(14)  At  every  meeting,  all  questions  shall  be  determined 
by  a  majority  of  votes,  the  presiding  oflBcer  being  entitled 
to  one  vote.  In  case  the  vote  is  equally  divided,  he  has 
the  casting  vote. 

(15)  This  Grand  Encampment  being  a  legislative  body, 
acknowledging  no  superior,  admits  an  appeal  to  be  taken 
by  any  member  from  the  decision  of  the  chair  on  any  ques- 
tion under  consideration  therein :  Provided,  however,  that 
such  appeal  shall  not  be  maintained  unless  two-thirds  of 
all  the  members  present  shall  vote  therefor. 

(16)  That  right  is  adopted  for  this  Grand  Encampment 
alone,  and  is  not  to  be  construed  as  establishing  a  prece- 
dent for  the  guidance  of  any  other  Masonic  body. 

Section  V. — Duties  op  the  Officers. 

Division  1. — The  Grand  Master, 

(1)  It  is  the  prerogative  and  duty  of  the  Grand  Master, 
generally  to  exercise,  as  occasion  may  require,  all  the  rights 
appertaining  to  his  high  office,  in  accordance  with  the 
usages  of  Templar  Masonry.  And  as  a  part  thereof,  he 
shall  have  a  watchful  supervision  over  all  the  Commanderies, 
Grand  and  Subordinate,  in  the  United  States,  and  see  that 
all  the  constitutional  enactments,  rules  and  edicts  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  are  duly  and  promptly  observed. 

And  that  the  dress,  work,  and  discipline  of  Templar  Ma- 
sonry everywhere  are  uniform. 

Among  his  special  duties  and  prerogatives  are  the  foU 
lowing : 

25 
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(2)  [To  appoint  ilve,  Prelate  and  the  Grand  Captain  of  the 
Guard,  at  the  triennial  meetings  of  the  Grand  Encampment] 
^^To  appoint  a  Grand  Prelate,  Grand  Standard  Bearer, 
Grand  Sword  Bearer,  Grand  Warder,  Grand  Captain  of 
the  Guard,  to  set^ve  during  the  term  of  the  office  of  the  Grand 
Master  making  the  appointment,^^  (See  Art.  First,  Sec.  IV. 
(5)  ).     (Amendment  September  21,  1871.) 

(3)  To  call  special  meetings  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
of  the  United  States.     (See  Art.  First,  Sec.  IV.  (2). 

(4)  To  visit  and  preside  at  any  Commandery,  Grand  or 
Subordinate,  in  the  United  States,  and  give  such  instruc- 
tion or  directions  as  the  good  of  the  order  may  require, 
always  adhering  to  the  ancient  landmarks. 

(5)  To  cause  to  be  executed,  and  securely  to  preserve 
and  keep,  the  official  bonds  and  securities  of  the  Grand 
Treasurer  and  Grand  Recorder.  (See  Art.  First,  Sec.  V. 
Div.  6,  (4.) 

(6)  To  grant  letters  ot  dispensation  during  the  recess  of 
the  Grand  Encampment,  for  the  institution  of  new  com- 
manderies  (see  Art.  Third,  Sec.  I.  (4.),  such  dispensations 
to  be  in  force  no  longer  than  the  next  triennial  meeting  of 
that  body,  and  promptly  to  notify  the  Grand  Recorder  of 
the  issuing  of  said  letters  of  dispensation. 

(7)  To  approve  and  grant  warrants  during  the  recess  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  for  the  institution  of  State  Grand 
Commanderies  in  States,  Districts,  or  Territories,  where 
the  same  have  not  been  heretofore  established.  (See  Art. 
Second,  Sec.  I.  (1.) 

(8)  To  manage  and  control  the  contingent  tupd.  (See 
Art.  Fourth,  Sec.  I.  (9)  and  (10), 


2.     The  Dejyuiy  Orand  Master, 

(1)  The  Deputy  Grand  Master,  in  the  event  of  the  death, 
removal,  or  physical  incompetency  of  his  superior,  shall  act 
as  the  Grand  Master.  At  all  other  times  he  shall  perform 
such  duties  as  may  be  assigned  him  by  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment or  the  Grand  Master. 

3.    TJie  Grand  Generalissimo  and  Grand  Captain  General. 

(!)  In  the  absence  of  their  respective  superiors,  the 
Grand  Generalissimo  and  Grand  Captain  General  shall  sev- 
emlly  act  as  Grand  Master,  in  order,  according  to  rank. 
At  all  other  times  they  shall  perform  such  duties  as  may  be 
assigned  them  by  the  Grand  Encampment,  or  such  as  are 
traditionally  appropriate  to  their  respective  stations. 

4.     The  Grand  Treasurer. 

(1)  The  Grand  Treasurer,  unless  otherwise  directed  by 
the  Grand  Encampment,  shall  invest  from  time  to  time  all 
such  moneys  as  may  come  to  his  hands,  belonging  to  the 
Grand  Encampment,  over  and  above  the  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred  dollars,  in  such  way  as  he  may  judge  most  to  the 
interest  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  but  subject  to  call  on 
thirty  days  notice.  And  the  same  shall  be  at  his  command 
on  the  first  day  of  September  preceding  the  triennial  meet- 
ing of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

(2)  He  shall  render  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  at  its  tri- 
ennial meetings,  a  true  and  perfect  account  of  his  doings 
in  this  respect,  together  with  an  account  of  all  moneys  re- 
ceived, the  earnings  thereon  accrued  from  investments,  and 
the  amounts  disbursed  by  him  during  the  vacation. 

(3)  Likewise,  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  Grand  Master, 
by  the  first  day  of  September  preceding  the  triennial  meet- 
ing, to  the  end  that  the  Grand  Master  may  make  such  sug- 
gestions on  account  thereof  as  he  may  deem  necessary. 
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(4)  He  shall  pay  all  drafts  drawn  upon  the  contingent 
fund  by  the  Grand  Master.  (See  Art.  Fourth,  Sec.  I.  (9), 
(10.) 

(5)  He  shall  carefully  preserve,  and  render  from  time  to 
time,  as  ordered,  an  inventory  of  all  property  belonging  to 
the  Grand  Encampment  entrusted  to  his  keeping.  [Shall 
give  bond,  &c.,  see  Sec.  V.,  Div.  6,  (4.)] 

5     The  Grand  Recorder, 

(1)  The  Grand  Recorder  shall  collect  and  receive  all  the 
revenues  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  pay  over  the 
amount  to  the  Grand  Treasurer  whenever  it  reaches  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars.  (See  Amendment  Art.  Fourth, 
Sec.  I.  (1),  (2.) 

(2)  He  shall  render  annually  to  the  Grand  Master  and  to 
the  Grand  Treasurer  copies  of  his  accounts  of  all  moneys 
received  and  expended  by  him,  —  naming  the  sources  from 
which  they  were  received, — r  bringing  up  said  accounts  to 
the  first  day  of  September. 

(3)  Likewise,  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  triennially,  a 
general  account  of  the  same. 

(4)  He  shall  forward  to  each  newly  constituted  command- 
ery,  immediately  upon  receiving  official  notice  that  a  dis- 
pensation has  issued,  a  copy  of  this  constitution,  together 
with  whatever  rules  and  edicts  are  in  force. 

(5)  He  shall  report  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  on  the 
second  day  of  each  triennial  meeting,  the  names  of  those 
commanderies  working  under  the  immediate  jurisdiction  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  which  have  not  complied  with  the 
requisition  (see  Art.  Third,  Sec.  IV.,  Div.  2,  (1;)  (2,)  to  fur- 
nish him  with  its  full  triennial  historical  and  financial  re- 
turns for  the  use  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 
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(6)  Bte  shall  report  annually,  on  the  first  day  of  Septem- 
ber, to  the  Grand  Master,  the  names  of  those  commanderies 
working  under  the  immediate  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  which  have  not  complied  with  the  requisition 
(see  Art.  Third,  Sec.  IV.,  Div.  2,  (1,)  (2,)  to  furnish  him 
with  its  full  annual  historical  and  financial  returns  for  the 
use  of  the  Grand  Master.  [Shall  give  bond,  &c.,  see  Sec. 
v.,  Div.  6,  (4).] 

(7)  He  shall  open  and  keep  a  "  Book  of  Templar  Mason- 
ry," in  which  shall  be  entered,  in  appropriate  columns,  the 
following  subjects : 

A.      A  REGISTER  OP  COMMANDERIES,  —  to  Contain 

1.  1.  The  date  of  issuing  every  warrant  for  a  Grand 
Commandery. 

2.  The  date  of  issuing  every  dispensation,  and 

3.  The  date  of  issuing  every  charter  for  a  subordinate 
commandery. 

Granted  by  authority  of  the  Grand  Encampment  since  its 
origin  (1816). 

II.  1.  The  roll  of  officers  of  the  Grand  Conclave  of  the 
Royal,  Exalted,  Religious  and  Military  Order  of  Masonic 
Knights  Templar  in  England  and  Wales  (1791). 

2.  The  roll  of  (a)  Encampments  [and  Priories],  (b)  offi- 
cers, and  (c)  members,  of  the  "  Provincial  Grand  Conclave 
of  Canada"  (1855-67),  [and  of  the  "  Grand  Priory  of  the 
United  Orders  of  the  Temple  and  the  Hospital,  for  the  Do- 
minion of  Canada,"  1868-  ]. 

B.      A     REGISTER   OF   MEMBERSHIP. 

I.  1.  The  roll  of  officers  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  with 
their  terms  of  service,  etc.,  since  the  origin  of  the  same. 

II.  1.     The  roll  of  (a)  officers  and  (b)  members  of  the 
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Grand  Commanderies,  terms  of  service,  etc.,  from  the  organ* 
ization  of  each. 

2.  The  roll  of  officers  of  the  subordinate  commanderies 
working  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

With  all  the  current  changes  resulting  from  dimissions, 
suspensions,  expulsions,  and  deaths. 

C.      HISTORICAL   DATA, 

Tending  to  lighten  up  the  history  of  Templar  Masonry 
in  the  United  States. 

OF  GRAND  ENCAMPMENT  AND  COMMANDERIES. 

1.  1.  To  collect  and  bind  in  orderly  volumes,  a  copy  of 
all  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Encampment  since  its 
organization. 

II.  1.  To  collect  and  bind  in  orderly  volumes,  copies 
of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Commanderies,  from 
the  organization  of  each. 

2.  To  collect  and  bind  in  orderly  volumes,  copies  of  the 
by-laws  of  all  the  Grand  Commanderies. 

3.  To  collect  and  bind  in  an  orderly  volume,  impressions 
of  the  Seals  of  all  the  Grand  Commanderies. 

OP  SUBORDINATE   COMMANDERIES. 

1.  1.  To  collect  and  bind  in  orderly  volumes,  copies  of 
the  by-laws  of  all  the  subordinate  commanderies  working 
under  the  immediate  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

2.  To  collect  and  bind  in  an  orderly  volume,  impressions 
of  the  seals  of  each  subordinate  commandery  working  under 
the  immediate  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

And  to  make  a  triennial  report  of  his  official  acts. 

6.     The  Remaining  Officers. 

(1)  The  duties  of  the  remaining  officers  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  are  such  as  are  traditionally  appropriate  to 
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their  respective  stations,  or  such  as  may  be  assigned  them 
by  the  Grand  Encampment. 

(2)  The  Grand  Master,  the  Deputy  Grand  Master,  the 
Grand  Generalissimo,  and  the  Grand  Captain  General  are 
severally  authorized  to  visit  and  preside  in  any  command- 
ery  of  Knights  Templar  throughout  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  and  to  give  such  instructions  and 
directions  as  the  good  of  the  institution  may  require,  always 
adhering  to  the  ancient  landmarks. 

(3)  In  the  event  of  the  absence  of  all  the  four  principal 
oflScers  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  the  Past  Grand  oflScers 
according  to  rank  and  seniority  of  service,  shall  be  em- 
powered to  preside. 

(4)  The  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  Grand  Recorder  shall 
severally  give  bond  and  securities,  in  such  form  and  to 
such  an  amount — but  not  less  than  double  the  estimated 
triennial  receipts  by  either  —  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
determined  by  the  Grand  Master,  who  shall  judge  and  ap- 
prove the  suflSciency  of  such  bonds  and  securities,  and  who 
shall  keep  and  preserve  the  same. 

(5.)  Any  Grand  OflScer,  save  as  above  excepted,  coming 
into  the  receipt  of  moneys  or  property  belonging  to  the 
Grand  Encampment,  shall  forthwith  remit  the  same  to  the 
Grand  Recorder. 


ARTICLE  SECOND. 

Of  the  State  Orand  Commanderies, 

Section  I. — How  Constituted. 

(1)  Whenever  there  shall  be  three  or  more  Subordinate 
Chartered  Commanderies  instituted  or  holden  under  this 
Constitution,  in  any  one  State,  District,  pr  Territory,  iq 
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which  a  Grand  Encampment  has  not  been  heretofore  form- 
ed, a  errand  Commandery  may  be  formed,  after  obtaining 
the  approval  of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment. 

(2)  Its  jurisdiction  shall  be  the  territorial  limits  in  which 
it  is  holden. 

(3)  A  State  Grand  Commandery  consists  of  the  follow- 
ing members  [the  first  nine  of  whom  shall  be  elected  by 
ballot,  and  the  remaining  four  officers,  —  tenth  and  thir- 
teenth, inclusive, —  shall  be  elected  or  appointed,  as  the 
Grand  Commandery  may  direct.  Amendment  September  22, 
1871]: 

I.  The  Grand  Commander. 
II.  The  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

III.  The  Grand  Generalissimo. 

IV.  The  Grand  Captain  General. 
V.  The  Grand  Prelate. 

VI.  The  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

VII.  The  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

VIII.  The  Grand  Treasurer. 

IX.  The  Grand  Recorder. 

X.  The  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

XI.  The  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

XII.  The  Grand  Warder,  and 

XIII.  The  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

LIKEWISE, 

XIV.  All  Past  Grand  Commanders  [and  Grand  Masters.] 
XV.  All  Past  Deputy  Grand  Commanders  [and  Deputy 

Grand  Masters.] 
XVI.  All  Past  Grand  Generalissimos,  and 
XVII.  All  Past  Grand  Captains  General  of   the    same 
Grand  Commandery,  so  long  as  they  remain 
members   of    the    Subordinate   Commanderies 
under  the  same  territorial  jurisdiction. 


GRAND  ENCAMPMENT.  201 

LIKEWISE, 

XVIII.  The  Commander. 
XIX.  The  Generalissimo,  and 

XX.  The  Captain  General  of  each  Subordinate  Com- 
mandery  working  under  the  same  Grand  Com- 
mandery. 

LIKEWISE, 

XXI.  All  Past  Commanders  of  the  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies  working  under  the  same  Grand  Com- 
manderies,  so  long  as  they  remain  members  of 
Subordinate  Commanderies  under  the  same  ter- 
ritorial jurisdiction. 

(4)  Each  of  the  individuals  enumerated  in  this  section 
shall  be  entitled,  when  present,  to  one  vote  in  all  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  State  Grand  Commandery. 

(5)  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  any  oflSce  in  a  State 
Grand  Commandery  unless  he  shall  be  at  the  time  a  mem- 
ber of  some  Subordinate  Commandery  working  under  the 
same  Grand  Commandery. 

(6)  The  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island  is  recognized  as  holding  jurisdiction  over  both  those 
States.* 

Section  II. — Proxies. 

(1)  Any  oflScer  specified  in  Section  I.  of  this  Article,  save 
and  except  Past  Commanders,  may  appear  and  vote  by  proxy, 
said  proxy  being  at  the  time  of  service  a  member  of  the 
same  Subordinate  Commandery  as  his  principal,  and  pro- 
ducing a  properly  authenticated  certificate  of  his  appoint- 
ment. 


*Bemloed,  That  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Virginia  is  recognized  as 
holding  jurisdiction  over  both  the  ^tate  pf  Virginia  and  West  Virginia, 
Adopted  8eptcnit)er  22,  1871, 

26 
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Section  III. — Titles. 

(1)  The  title  and  designation  of  the  Grand  Commander 
of  a  State  Grand  Commandery,  is  BigfU  Eminent 

That  of  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  Very  Bminent. 

Of  the  remaining  officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery, 
Eminent. 

Section  IV. — Meetings. 

(1)  The  stated  meetings  of  a  State  Grand  Commandery 
shall  occnr  annually,  at  such  time  and  place  as  said  Grand 
Commandery  in  its  discretion  may  direct. 

(2)  Special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the  Grand  Com- 
mander at  his  discretion. 

(3)  The  several  Grand  Officers  shall  hold  their  respective 
offices  until  their  successors  shall  be  duly  elected  and  in- 
stalled. 

(4)  At  the  stated  meetings  of  each  Grand  Commandery 
there  shall  be  reviewed  and  considered  all  the  official  re- 
ports of  its  officers  and  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies 
within  its  jurisdiction  for  the  preceding  year. 

(5)  They  shall  proceed  to  elect  by  ballot  the  several 
officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery ;  provided,  that  the  Grand 
Standard  Bearer,  the  Grand  Sword  Bearer,  the  Grand  War- 
der, and  the  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard,  may  be  elected 
or  appointed f  as  the  Grand  Commandery  may  direct.  (See 
Art.  Second,  Sec.  1,  (3.)     Amendment  Sept.  22,  1871. 

(6)  To  adopt  such  rules  and  edicts,  subordinate  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  order. 

(7)  To  examine  the  accounts  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and 
Grand  Recorder. 

(8)  To  supervise  the  state  and  condition  of  the  finances, 
and  adopt  such  measures  in  relation  thereto  as  may  be 
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necessary  to  increase,  secure,  and  preserve  the  same,  and 
also  to  insure  the  utmost  punctuality  on  the  part  of  every 
accounting  oflScer  in  the  safe  keeping  and  paying  over  the 
funds  and  property  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

(9)  To  grant  or  withhold  dispensations  and  charters  for 
all  new  commanderies. 

(10)  For  good  cause,  to  revoke  any  pre-existing  charter 
or  dispensation. 

(11)  To  assign  the  limits  of  Subordinate  Commanderies 
Avithin  its  own  jurisdiction,  and  settle  all  controversies  that 
may  arise  between  them. 

(12)  And  finally,  to  consider  and  do  all  matters  and 
things  appertaining  to  the  good,  well-being,  and  perpetua- 
tion of  Templar  Masonry,  but  always  subordinate  to  the 
Gi-and  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

(13)  No  business  shall  be  transacted  at  the  called  meet- 
ings save  that  which  was  specified  in  the  original  summons. 

(14)  At  every  meeting,  all  questions  shall  be  determined 
by  a  majority  of  votes,  the  presiding  officer,  for  the  time 
being,  being  entitled  to  one  vote.  In  case  the  votes  are 
equally  divided,  he  shall  also  give  the  casting  vote. 

(15)  No  appeal  shall  lie  to  the  Grand  Commandery  from 
the  decision  of  the  Grand  Commander. 

Section  V.  —  Duties  op  the  Ofpicees. 
Division  1. — The  Grand  Commander. 

(1)  The  Grand  Commander  of  a  State  Grand  Command- 
ery shall  have  a  watchful  supervision  over  all  the  Subordi- 
nate Commanderies  under  his  jurisdiction,  and  see  that  all 
the  constitutional  enactments,  rules  and  edicts  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States,  and  of  his  own  Grand 
Commandery,  are  duly  and  promptly  observed. 

(2)  He  shall  have  the  power  and  authority,  during  the 
recess  of  his  Grand  Commandery,  to  grant  letters  of  dis- 
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pensation  to  a  competent  number  of  petitioners  —  nine  of 
more,  residing  within  his  jurisdiction,  and  possessing  the 
constitutional  qualifications  empowering  them  to  form  and 
open  a  commandery. 

(3)  Such  dispensations  to  be  in  force  no  longer  than  the 
next  annual  meeting  of  his  Grand  Commandery. 

(4)  But  no  letters  of  dispensation  for  constituting  a  new 
commandery  shall  be  issued,  save  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  commandery  in  the  same  territorial  jurisdiction 
nearest  the  place  of  the  new  commandery  prayed  for. 

(5)  He  may  call  special  meetings  of  his  Grand  Command- 
ery at  his  discretion.     (See  Art.  Second,  Sec.  IV.  (2). 

(6)  [During  the  recess  of  his  Grand  Commandery,  he 
may  suspend  from  the  functions  of  his  office  any  officer  ol 
the  Grand  or  Subordinate  Commandery,  or  arrest  the  char- 
ter or  dispensation  of  a  commandery ;  but  in  neither  case 
shall  such  suspension  affect  the  standing  in  the  order  of 
such  officer,  or  his  membership  in  the  commandery.  And 
he  shall  report  his  action  in  full  therein  to  the  next 
conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  for  its  final  action.] 
Amendment  Sept.  22,  1871. 

(7)  He  may  visit  and  preside  at  any  commandery  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  his  Grand  Commandery,  and  give  such 
instructions  and  directions  as  the  good  of  the  order  may 
require,  but  always  adhering  to  the  ancient  landmarks. 

(8)  It  is  his  duty,  either  in  person,  or  by  proxy,  to  attend 
all  meetings  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

2.     TJie  Deputy  Orand  Commxinder. 

(1)  The  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  in  the  event  of  the 
death,  removal,  or  physical  incompetency  of  his  superior, 
shall  act  as  the  Grand  Commander.  At  all  other  times  he 
shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  assigned  him  by 
the  Grand  Commander  or  the  Grand  Commandery. 
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(2)  tt  18  his  duty,  either  in  person,  or  by  proxy,  to  attend 
all  meetings  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

3.     Grand  Oeneralissimo  and  Gfrand  Captain  Oeneral. 

(1)  In  the  absence  of  their  respective  superiors,  the 
Grand  Generalissimo  and  Grand  Captain  General  shall  sev- 
erally act  as  Grand  Commanders,  in  order,  according  to 
rank.  At  all  other  times  they  shall  perform  such  duties  as 
may  be  assigned  them  by  the  Grand  Commandery,  or  such 
as  are  traditfonally  appropriate  to  their  respective  stations. 

(2)  It  is  their  duty,  either  in  person,  or  by  proxy  to  attend 
all  meetings  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

4.     The  Gfrand  Recorder. 

(1)  The  Grand  Recorder  shall  make  an  annual  communi- 
cation to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  each  of  the  other  Grand 
Commanderies,  likewise  to  the  Grand  Master  and  the  Grand 
Recorder  of  the  Grand  Encampment  ol  the  United  States. 

(2)  Said  communication  to  embrace  the  roll  of  Grand 
OflScers,  and  such  other  matters  as  may  conduce  to  the 
general  good  of  the  order. 

(3)  [He  shall  forward  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  on  or  before  the  first  day  in  August,  of  each 
year,  the  Annual  Returns  and  dues  for  his  Grand  Com- 
mandery, as  required  in  the  provisions  of  Art.  Fourth,  Sec. 
I.,  (2.)]     See  amendment  IV.,  1871. 

(4)  He  shall  also  regularly  transmit  to  the  Grand  Master 
and  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  copies  of  all  the  by-laws  and  regulations  adop- 
ted by  his  Grand  Commandery. 

(5)  The  duties  of  the  remaining  oflScers,  as  well  as  those 
above  specified,  shall  be  such  as  are  traditionally  appropri- 
ate to  their  respective  stations,  or  allotted  to  them  by  the 
Grand  Commandery;  and  corresponding  as  near  as  may  be 
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to  those  of  the  correspondiDg   oflScers  of  the    Grand  En- 
campment of  the  United  States. 

(6)  In  the  event  of  the  absence  of  all  four  principal 
officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  the  Past  Grand  Officers, 
according  to  the  rank  and  seniority  of  service,  shall  be 
empowered  to  preside. 

ARTICLE  THIRD. 

0/  Subordinate  Coramanderies. 

Seection  I. — How  Constituted. 

(1)  Each  State  Grand  Commandery  shall  have  exclu- 
sive power  to  constitute  new  Commanderies  within  its  juris- 
diction. 

(2)  Duriug  the  recess  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  the 
Grand  Commander  shall  have  the  power  to  grant  Letters  of 
Dispensation  to  a  competent  number  of  petitioners,  nine  or 
more,  possessing  the  constitutional  qualifications,  and  re- 
siding within  its  territorial  jurisdiction,  empowering  them 
to  form  and  open  a  Commandery  for  a  term  of  time  not 
extending  beyond  the  next  stated  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Commandery. 

(3)  The  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  shall 
have  exclusive  power  to  constitute  new  Commanderies 
within  any  State,  District,  or  Territory,  wherein  there  is 
no  State  Commandery  regularly  formed  under  the  autho- 
rity  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

(4)  During  the  recess  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  the 
Grand  Master  shall  have  power  to  grant  Letters  of  Dis- 
pensation to  a  competent  number  of  petitioners,  nine  or 
more,  possessing  the  constitutional  qualifications,  and  re- 
siding within  said  unappropriated  State,  District,  or  Terri-' 
tory,  empowering  them  to  form  and  open  a  Commandery 
for  a  term  of  time  not  extending  beyond  the  next  stated 
meeting  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 
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(5)  A  Subordinate  Commandery  consists  of  the  follow- 
ing members : — 

I.  The  Commander. 
II.  The  Generalissimo. 

III.  The  Captain  General. 

IV.  The  Prelate. 

V.  The  Senior  Warden. . 
VI.  The  Junior  Warden. 
VII.  The  Treasurer. 
VIIT.  The  Recorder. 
IX.  The  Standard  Bearer. 
X.  The  Sword  Bearer,  and 
XI.  The  Warden. 

LIKEWISE, 

XII.  As  many  members  as  may  be  found  convenient  for 
work  and  discipline. 

(6)  Each  of  the  individuals  enumerated  in  this  section 
shall  be  entitled,  when  present,  to  one  vote  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Subordinate  Commandery. 

Section  II. — Titles. 

(1)  The  title  and  designation  of  the  Commander  of  a 
Subordinate  Commandery,  is  Eminent, 

Section  III. — Meetings. 

(1)  The  stated  meetings  of  a  Subordinate  Commandery 
shall  occur  at  least  semi-annually,  at  such  time  and  place 
as  may  be  specified  in  the  Charter,  or  designated  in  the 
By-Laws  of  the  Commandery. 

(2)  Special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the  Commander 
at  his  discretion. 

(3)  The  several  officers  shall  hold  their  respective  offices 

a 

until  their  successors  be  duly  elected  aud  installed, 
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(4)  No  business  shall  be  performed  at  the  called  meet- 
ings, save  that  which  was  specified  in  the  original  sum- 
mons. 

(5)  At  every  meeting,  all  questions  shall  be  determined 
by  a  majority  of  votes,  the  presiding  officer,  for  the  time 
being,  being  entitled  to  one  vote.  In  case  the  votes  are 
equally  divided,  he  shall  also  give  the  casting  vote. 

(6)  No  appeal  shall  lie  to  the  Subordinate  Commandery 
from  the  decision  of  the  Commander. 

Section  IV. — Duties  of  the  Officers. 
The  Commander, 

(1)  The  Commander  has  it  in  special  charge  to  see  that 
the  By-Laws  of  his  Commandery  are  duly  observed,  as 
well  as  the  Constitution,  Rules,  and  Edicts  of  the  State 
Grand  Commandery,  and  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States. 

(2)  That  accurate  records  are  kept  and  just  accounts 
rendered. 

(3)  That  regular  returns  are  made  to  the  Grand  En- 
campment or  Commandery,  annually,  and  that  the  annual 
dues  are  promptly  paid. 

(4)  He  may  call  special  meetings  of  his  Commandery  at 
his  discretion.     (See  Art.  Third,  Sec.  III.  (2). 

(5)  It  is  his  duty,  together  with  the  Generalissimo  and 
Captain  General,  either  in  person  or  by  proxy,  to  attend 
all  meetings  of  his  Grand  Encampment  or  Commandery. 

The  Recorder, 

(1)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Recorder  of  every  Sub- 
ordinate Commandery,  working  under  the  immediate  juris- 
ciction  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  — 

(2)  To  report  annually  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  up  to  the  first 


GRAND   ENCAMPMENT.  209 

day  of  August,  the  Roll  of  his  Officers  and  Members,  and 
the  Working  Roll  of  his  Commandery. 

And  to  accompany  the  same  with  the  amount  of  dues  to 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States.  (See  Art. 
Fourth,  Sec.  I.  (4). 

(3)  For  failure  herein,  the  Commandery  so  oflFending 
shall  be  subject  to  knightly  discipline. 

(4)  In  the  event  of  the  absence  of  all  the  three  principal 
officers  of  the  Commandery,  the  Past  Commanders,  accord- 
ing to  rank  and  seniority  of  service,  shall  be  empowered 
to  preside. 

ARTICLE  FOURTH. 

Miseellaneoiis. 
Section  I. — Fees,  Dues,  and  Finances. 

(1)  "  The  State  Grand  Commanderies,  in  such  manner  as 
they  may  respectively  determine,  shall  annually  collect  and 
pay  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  an 
amount  equal  to  Jive  cents  for  each  Sir  Knight  returned  as 
a  member  of  their  respective  Subordinate  Commanderies, 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Commandery  preceding  Au- 
gust the  first  in  each  year. 

(2)  "  This  fund,  with  the  Returns  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery, as  required  in  Art.  Second,  Sec.  V.  Div.  4,  (1), 
(2),  (3),  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  on  or  be/ore  the  first  day  of  August 
in  each  year."    Adopted  September  22,  1871. 

(3)  The  fee  for  instituting  a  new  Commandery  shall  not 
be  less  than  ninety  dollars. 

(4)  For  every  Knight  Templar  created  in  any  Com- 
mandery, holden  by  Dispensation  or  Charter,  whilst  under 
the  immediate  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
the  United  States,  there  shall  be  paid  two  dollars  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  ^fe^tes, 
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(5)  The  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
the  United  States  shall  receive  ten  dollars  as  his  fee  for 
each  Charter  issued,  and  five  dollars  for  endorsing,  under 
the  seal  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States, 
the  extension  of  a  Dispensation. 

(6)  The  State  Grand  Commanderies,  respectively,  shall 
possess  authority,  upon  the  institution  of  new  Command- 
eries within  their  respective  jurisdictions  — 

(7)  To  require  from  the  several  Commanderies  within 
their  respective  jurisdictions,  such  proportions  of  the  sums 
received  by  them  for  conferring  the  Orders. 

(8)  Likewise,  such  sums,  in  the  form  of  annual  dues 
from  their  respective  members,  as  may  be  necessary  for 
supporting  the  Grand  Commandery. 

(9)  No  Subordinate  Commandery  shall  confer  the  Orders 
of  Knighthood  for  a  less  sum  than  twenty  dollars. 

(10)  There  shall  be  a  Contingent  Fund  of  three  hundred 
dollars,  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Most  Eminent  Grand 
Master,  on  the  books  of  the  Grand  Treasurer,  at  the  close 
of  each  triennial  session,  out  of  which  the  Grand  Master 
shall  reimburse  himself  for  his  necessary  cash  expenses  in 
the  performance  of  his  constitutional  duties,  and  make  a 
triennial  report  of  the  same  to  the  Grand  Encampment. 

(11)  There  shall  be  appropriated  at  each  triennial  ses- 
sion of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  a 
sufficient  sum  to  be  used  by  the  Grand  Recorder  to  meet 
the  current  expenses  of  the  secretariat,  of  which  he  shall 
render  an  account  at  the  succeeding  session. 

Section  IT. — General  Regulations. 

Royal  Arch  Masons  only  eligible  to  the  Orders. 

Regulation  1.  No  Commandery,  Grand  or  Subordinate, 
shall  confer  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  upon  any  one  who 


18  not  a  regular  Royal  Arch  Mason^  according  to  the  re* 
quirements  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United 
States. 

Order  of  Siiccession. 

Regulation  2.  The  rule  of  succession  in  conferring  the 
Orders  of  Knighthood  shall  be  as  follows :  1.  The  Knight 
of  the  Red  Cross.  2.  Knight  Templar,  [and  Knight  op 
Malta,]  adopted  September  7,  1 865. 

Commandery  to  have  Dispensation  or  Charter, 

Regulation  3.  Every  Commandery  working  in  a  State, 
District,  or  Territory,  where  there  is  a  Grand  Commandery, 
shall  have  a  Dispensation  or  Charter  from  said  Grand  Com- 
mandery. And  no  Commandery  hereafter  to  be  formed  or 
opened  in  such  State,  District,  or  Territory,  shall  be  deemed 
legal  without  such  Charter  or  Dispensation. 

Without  Charter^  aU  Templar  Communication  Forbidden, 

Regulation  4.  All  Masonic  communication,  as  a  Temp- 
lar, is  interdicted  between  any  Commandery  working  under 
the  general  or  special  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, or  any  member  thereof,  and  any  Commandery  or 
member  of  such,  that  may  be  formed,  opened,  or  holden  in 
such  State,  District,  or  Territory,  without  such  Charter  or 
Dispensation. 

Sojourner  not  eligible  to  the  Orders, 

Regulation  5.  It  shall  be  deemed  irregular  for  any 
Commandery  to  confer  the  Orders  of  Knighthood,  or  either 
of  them,  upon  any  sojourner,  whose  place  of  residence  is 
within  any  State,  District,  or  Territory,  in  which  there  is 
a  Commandery  regularly  at  work,  until  the  consent  of  the 
Commandery  having  territorial  jurisdiction  is  first  ob- 
tained. 
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Discipline  for  Violation  of  Rule  5. 

Regulation  6.  In  the  event  of  the  violation  of  this  in- 
terdict, the  Commandery  so  offending  shall  be  subject  to 
knightly  discipline,  and  be  required  upon  demand,  to  pay 
over  to  the  Commandery  thus  defrauded  the  amount  of 
fees  received  for  such  admission. 

Vow  of  Ojffice, 

Regulation  7.  The  officers  of  every  Commandery, 
Grand  and  Subordinate,  before  entering  upon  the  exercise 
of  their  respective  offices,  shall  take  the  following  obliga- 
tion ;  viz. :  *'  I,  (A.  B.)  do  promise  and  vow  that  I  will  sup- 
port and  maintain  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment of  Knights  Templar  of  the  United  States  of  America." 

Proxies  may  Constitute. 

Regulation  8.  The  Grand  Master  of  this  Grand  En- 
campment may  issue  his  proxy  to  any  Knight  Templar  in 
regular  standing,  authorizing  him  to  constitute  a  Subor- 
dinate Commandery  which  has  received  a  Charter;  and 
any  Commandery  thus  constituted  shall  be  deemed  regu- 
larly constituted.* 

[It  has  been  the  custom  under  the  regulations,  for  the 
Grand  Master  to  appoint  a  present  or  Past  Grand  Officer 
to  constitute  a  Grand  Commandery  which  has  received  his 
Warrant.] 

Section  III. — Amendments. 

(1)  The  Grand  Encampment  shall  be  competent,  upon 
the  concurrence  of  three-fourths  of  its  members  present 
at  any  stated  meeting,  to  revise,  amend,  and  alter  this 
Constitution : — 

Provided,  one  day's  previous  notice  of  such  motion  to 
amend  be  given,  and  a  particular  time  be  set  to  take  the 
vote  thereon. 

*(CVreDioiiy  of  Constitution,  1859.) 


til  all  other  cases,  any  proposed  amendment  shall  lay 
over  until  the  next  stated  meeting  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, when  a  concurring  vote  of  two-thirds  shall  be  neces- 
sary to  adopt  such  alteration,  amendment,  or  revision.] 
Amendment  September  17,  1859. 

Section  IV. — Rules  op  Order. 

Beading  of  the  Minutes. 

SuLE  1. — After  the  ceremony  of  opening  the  Grand  En- 
campment, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Recorder  to 
read  the  minutes  of  the  last  triennial  session,  unless  such 
reading  be  dispensed  with ;  and  at  the  resumption  of  busi- 
ness in  each  successive  sitting,  the  minutes  of  the  preced- 
ing one  shall  also  be  read. 

Committee  on  Credentials, 

Role  2. — A  Committee  on  Credentials,  consisting  of 
three  Sir  Knights,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master, 
to  report  at  the  opening  of  the  next  sitting. 

Beports  of  Grand  Officers, 

Rule  3. — After  the  report  of  this  committee,  the  Grand 
Master,  the  Deputy  Grand  Master,  the  Grand  Generalis- 
simo, and  the  Grand  Captain  General,  will  successively 
read  the  reports  of  their  doings  during  the  preceding  three 
years.* 

These  reports  shall  be  referred  to  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  the  Doings  of  the  Grand  Officers,  who  may  recom- 
mend the  apportionment  of  such  parts  thereof  to  special, 
or  to  such  other  of  the  standing  committees,  as  they  may 
deem  necessary. 


♦The  Grand  Treasurer,  see  Art.  First,  8ec.  V.  Div.  4,  (2),  and  the  Grand 
Kecorder,  Div.  5,  (3),  shall  render,  &c. 
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SUinding  Committees, 

Rule  4. — The  Standing  Committees  shall  be  :— 

1.  A  Committee  on  the  Doings  of  the  Grand  OflScers. 

2.  A  Committee  on  Finance. 

3.  A  Committee  on  Dispensations  and  New  Command- 

eries. 

4.  A  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business. 

5.  A  Committee  on  Grievances. 

6.  A  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence. 

7.  A   Committee   to   designate   the   place   of  the  next 

Triennial  Meeting. 

The  report  of  these  committees  shall  be  heard  in  order, 
except  the  last  one,  which  shall  report  on  the  last  day  of 
the  meetings  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

New  Business. 

Rule  5. — While  the  several  committees  are  preparing 
their  reports,  the  new  business  may  be  acted  upon ;  and 
if  any  subject  is  brought  forward  requiring  a  reference  to 
any  standing  or  special  committee,  it  shall  be  so  referred 
forthwith. 

All  committees  shall  make  it  a  point  to  report  as  soon  as 
convenient  after  their  appointment. 

Speak  but  once. 

Rule  6. — No  Sir  Knight  shall  be  allowed  to  speak  more 
than  once  on  the  same  subject,  except  to  explain  the  mean- 
ing of  some  of  his  remarks,  unless  it  be  by  the  special  per- 
mission of  the  Grand  Encampment  first  obtained. 

Electing  Officers, 

Rule  7. — The  Grand  Encampment  shall  proceed  to  the 
election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  three  years,  immediately 
after  the  opening  of  the  first  sitting,  on  Thursday  following 
the  commencement  of  the  Triennial  Meetings. 
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Exemplificcdion  of  the  Work, 

Rule  8. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Master,  at 
each  Triennial  Meeting,  if  time  permit,  to  cause  an  ex- 
emplification of  the  work  appertaining  to  the  Orders  of 
Knighthood  to  be  exhibited  before  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment ;  and  also,  to  correct,  officially,  all  irregularities  and 
discrepancies  that  exist. 

A  true  and  faithful  copy  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Temp- 
lar of  the  United  States  of  America,  with  the 
[seal.]  amendments  at  the  date  hereof.  Witness  my 
official  signature  and  the  Seal  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  at  Iowa  City,  this  1st  day  of 
May,  A.  D.  1872,  A.  0.  754. 

Attest:  Theodore  Sutton  Parvin, 

Grand  Becorder. 


^  ] 


AMENDMENTS 


To  the   Constitution   of  A.  D.   1856. 


1859. 

I.  (1.)    Time  op  Mbbtinos. 

(See  Amendment  III.) 

Article  First,  Section  IV.  (1)  Strike  out  the  word 
"  Second  "  and  insert  *'  First,"  so  as  to  read,  "  on  the  First 
Tuesday  of  September^  at  such  places/^  dtc. 

Adopted  September  16,  1859. 

II.  (2.)    Amendments. 

Article  Fourth,  Section  III.  (1.)  Strike  out  Section  III. 
and  insert  the  following : — 

Section  III.  (1)  "The  Grand  Encampment  shall  be 
competent,  upon  the  concurrence  of  three-fourths  of  its 
members  present  at  any  stated  meeting,  to  revise,  amend, 
and  alter  this  Constitution, 

Provided,  one  day's  previous  notice  of  such  motion  to 
amend  be  given,  and  a  particular  time  be  set  to  take  the 
vote  thereon. 

"  In  all  other  cases,  any  proposed  amendment  shall  lay 
over  until  the  next  stated  meeting  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, when  a  concurring  vote  of  two-thirds  shall  be 
necessary  to  adopt  such  alteration,  amendment,  or  re- 
vision." 

Adopted  September  17,  1859, 
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1862. 

III.  (1.)    Time  of  Meetings. 

(See  Amendment  I.) 

Article  First,  Section  IV.  (1.)  Strike  out  the  words 
"  on  the  First  Tuesday  of  September,  at  such  places,^^  and  in- 
sert the  words  "  at  such  time  and  place,"  so  as  to  read : 

Section  IV.  (1.)  Meetings,  "The  stated  meetings  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  shall  occur 
triennially,  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  have  been  pre- 
viously designated  by  the  Standing  Committee  (see  Article 
Fourth,  Section  IV.  Rule  4),  and  approved  by  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States." 

Adopted  September  3,  1862. 

1865. 

IV.  (1.)    Succession  of  Orders. 

Article  Fourth,  Section  II.  General  Regulations  2.  Add 
the  words  "  and  Knights  of  Malta  "  alter  the  words 
"Knights  Templar."  Rule  2  reads:  2.  The  rule  of 
succession  in  conferring  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  shall 
be  as  follows : — 

1.  Knight  of  the  Red  Cross.  2.  Knight  Templar,  and 
Knight  of  Malta. 

Adopted  September  7,  1865. 

1871. 

V.  (1.)    Duties  of  Grand  Master. 

To  modify  Article  First,  Section  V.  Division  1,  (2)  (speci- 
fying the  Duties  of  the  Grand  Master),  so  as  to  read,  after 
the  word  "  following,"  thus : 

"to  appoint  a  Grand  Prelate,  Grand  Standard  Bearer, 
Grand  Sword  Bearer,  Grand  Warder,  Grand  Captain  of  the 
Guard,  to  serve  during  the  term  of  the  office  of  the  Grand 
Master  making  the  appointment." 

Adopted  September  21,  1871, 
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VI.  (2.)    What  Oppicers  Elected. 

Add  to  Article  Second,  Section  I.  (3)  (ol  the  State  Grand 
Commanderies,)  following  the  word  "  members,"  in  the 
eighth  line,  the  following : 

"  The  first  nine  of  whom  shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  and 
the  remaining  four  oflScers,  tenth  and  thirteenth,  inclusive, 
shall  be  elected  or  appointed,  as  the  Grand  Commandery 
may  direct." 

Adopted  September  22,  1871. 

VII.  (3.)    Duties  op  Grand  Commanders. 

Add  to  Article  Second,  Section  V.  Division  1,  (specify- 
ing the  Duties  of  the  Grand  Commander,)  as  paragraph  (6), 
next  immediately  before  the  last,  the  following : 

"  During  the  recess  of  his  Grand  Commandery  he  may 
suspend  from  the  functions  of  his  office  any  officer  of  the 
Grand  or  Subordinate  Commandery,  or  arrest  the  Charter 
or  Dispensation  of  a  Commandery ;  but  in  neither  case 
shall  such  suspension  affect  the  standing  in  the  Order  of 
such  officer,  or  his  membership  in  the  Commandery.  And 
he  shall  report  his  action  in  full  therein  to  the  next  Con- 
clave of  the  Grand  Commandery  for  its  final  action." 

Adopted  September  22,  1871. 

VIII.  (4.)    Revenue  of  Grand  Encampment. 

Add  to  Article  Fourth,  Section  I.  (specifying  the  "  Fees, 
Dues,  and  Finances,"  as  paragraphs  (1),  (2),  the  following: 

(1)  "  The  State  Grand  Commanderies,  in  such  manner  as 
they'  may  respectively  determine,  shall  annually  collect 
and  pay  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Encampment, 
an  amount  equal  to  Jive  cents  for  each  Sir  Knight  returned 
as  a  member  of  their  respective  Subordinate  Command- 
eries, at  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Commandery  preceding 
August  the  first  in  each  year. 

(2)  "  This  fund,  with  the  returns  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery, as  required  in  Article  Second,  Section  V.  Divi- 
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sion  4,  (1),  (2),  (3),  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Re- 
corder of  the  Grand  Encampment,  on  or  b^ore  the  first 
day  of  August  in  each  year. 

Adopted  September  22,  1871. 

The  amendments  of  1871  were  promulgated  to  the  Grand 
and  Subordinate  Commanderies  on  the  10th  dav  of  Novem- 
ber,  A.  D.  1871,  under  the  following  — 

Order  No.  2.     [*] 

Grand  Encampment  op  Knights  Templar  for  the  United 

States  of  America. 

Sir  J.  Q.  A.  Fellows,  M.  E.  Grand  Master. 

To  all  our  Chrand  Officers,  the  Grand  Commanders  of  our 
State  Orand  Comm/xnderies,  and  the  Commanders  of  Com- 
manderies  holding  Charters  immediatdy  from  our  Grand 
Encampment — Greeting  : 

Whereas,  at  a  stated  meeting  of  our  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, held  at  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  on  the 
22d  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1871,  the  following  Amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  hav- 
ing received  the  concurrence  of  three-fourths  of  the  mem- 
bers present,  were  declared  adopted,  and  proclaimed  as  a 
part  of  the  Constitution,  and  are  now  officially  promulgated 
as  in  force  for  your  government  and  the  Sir  Knights  under 
your  respective  jurisdictions. 

Done  at  New  Orleans,  this  10th  day  of 
November,   A.   D.    One    Thousand   Eight 
[seal.]         Hundred  and  Seventy-One. 

By  the  Grand  Master. 
Attest  my  hand  and  the  Seal  of  our  Grand 
Encampment,  at  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  this  10th 
day  of  November,  A.  0.  753. 

Theodore  Sutton  Parvin, 

Grand  Becorder. 


*  Order  No.  1,  relative  to  the  Chicago  fire,  omitted. — Gb.  Rec. 
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OF    THE    aRAND    ENCAMPMKNT, 

A.  D.  1859,  A.  D.  1871. 


Among  the  enumerated  powers  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment is  that  *'  To  adopt  such  Rules  and  Edicts  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  good  of  the  Order."  Constitution,  Art- 
icle First,  Section  IV.  (6). 

Under  this  head  we  present  the  Rules  and  Edicts  of  the 
sessions  of  1859,  '62,  '65,  '68,  and  '71. 

1859. 

1.  (1)     WJio  to  Fill  Vacancies. 

In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  either  Grand  Treas- 
urer or  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  it  is 
made  the  duty  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Master  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy by  appointment,  and  to  require  bonds  of  the  Sir 
Knight  that  he  may  appoint  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
his  duty.     (See  Article  First,  Sec.  V.  Div.  6,  (4). 

Adopted  September  15th,  1859. 

2.  (2)     InstoRation  Ceremonies. 

The  Grand  Encampment  approves  the  "  Ceremonies  and 
Charges  upon  Constituting  and  Dedicating  a  Commandery, 
and  Installing  its  officers,"  and  authorizes  the  same  to  be 
used  in  the  Commanderies  within  its  jurisdiction  as  they 
are  published  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Proceedings  of  1859, 
pages  103-113. 

[These  Ceremonies  are  purposely  excluded  from   this 
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edition,  and  the  reader  referred  to  the  Proceedings  afore- 
said.— 6r.  Rec] 

Adopted  September  15,  1859. 

3.  (3)     Burial  Service, 

Ordered,  That  the  Burial  Service,  hereto  annexed,*  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, and  the  use  thereof  enjoined  upon  the  Commander- 
eries.  Grand  and  Subordinate,  in  this  jurisdiction. 

[These  Ceremonies  are  excluded,  and  the  reader  referred 
to  the  pages  aforesaid. — Gb.  Rec] 

Adopted  September  16,  1859. 

4.  (4)     Duty  of  SvJbordinaie  Commanderies, 

At  the  formation  of  a  State  Grand  Commandery,  it  is  the 
right  as  well  as  the  duty,  of  every  Subordinate  Command- 
ery in  such  State,  whether  Chartered,  or  Under  Dispensa- 
tion, to  enroll  themselves  under  such  State  Grand  Com- 
mandery, and  respect  and  obey  its  laws  and  regulations. 

Adopted  September  17,  1859. 

5.  (5)     Commanders  cannot  Resign, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commander  of  a  Chartered  Com- 
mandery, when  duly  installed,  cannot  resign. 

[Report  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  and  adopted 
September  19,  1859.] 

6.  (6)  Absent  Officers  to  be  Installed  in  their  Commanderies. 

Ordered,  That  such  officers-elect  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment as  may  not  be  present  for  installation  may  be  installed 
in  the  several  Commanderies  to  which  they  belong,  and 
that  the  Recorders  of  these  Commanderies  notify  the  Grand 
Recorder  of  their  installation. 

Adopted  September  19,  1859. 

*See  Appendix  Proceedings  1859,  pages  110-126. 
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7.  (7)  No  Distinction  of  Bank  among  Orand  Gommanderies. 

No  distinction  of  rank  shall  be  made  among  the  State 
Grand  Gommanderies ;  but  the  Grand  Recorder  shall  pre- 
pare a  Table  showing  the  date  of  the  formation  of  each 
one  now  in  existence,  and  all  that  may  be  formed  hereafter, 
in  the  order  of  their  formation. 

Adopted  September  19,  1859. 

1862. 

8.  (1)     Templar  Costume. 

Ordered^  That  the  Costume  as  reported  by  Sir  Knight 
Bailey,  from  the  Select  Committee  on  Templar  Uniform,  be 
agreed  to  and  adopted. 

1862,  pages  45-50.  This  Edict  is  republished  here 
under  Order  No.  3. 

Reserved,  That  the  Grand  Recorder  be  directed  to  have 
printed  for  general  distribution,  a  full  description  of  the 
Uniform  as  adopted,  with  suitable  wood-cut  illustrations 
V  for  the  more  correct  understanding  of  the  several  parts  of 

the  same. 

This  Edict,  with  the  Grand  Master's  (Fellows)  General 
Order  No.  3,  dated  December  30th,  A.  D.  1871,  is  here  re- 
produced, with  the  illustrations,  to  "  secure  uniformity," 
and  to  guard  against ''  innovation  and  change,"  in  the  vari- 
ous jurisdictions. 

9.  (2)     Communicate  Officers  Elect. 

Resolved^  That,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  more  per- 
fect intercourse  between  the  several  bodies  of  Knights 
Templar,  the  Grand  Recorder  be  requested  to  communi- 
cate to  the  several  Grand  Gommanderies  and  Subordinates 
of  this  Grand  Encampment  a  list  of  the  presiding  or 
other  proper  oflScers,  who  may  be  addressed  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Adopted  September  3,  1862. 
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10.  (3)     PvJbliccUion  of  Templar  Bittial  forbidden. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States  has  never,  directly  or  indirectly,  authorized  the 
publication  of  any  part  of  the  Work  or  Ritual  of  Templar 
Masonry,  and  that  any  such  publication  is  hereby  unequiv- 
ocally  condemned. 

Adopted  September  3,  1862. 

11.  (4)     Ritual  to  be  Observed. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  enjoined  upon  all  State  Grand  Com- 
maderies,  and  Subordinate  Gommanderies  under  the  juris- 
diction of  this  Grand  Encampment,  to  use  the  Ritual,  a 
copy  of  which  is  in  possession  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Master 
(French),  being  the  same  which  is  in  use  in  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island ;  and  that  in  con- 
ferring the  Order  of  Knight  of  Malta  it  should  be  made  as 
much  a  separate  ceremonial  as  is  observed  in  conferring 
the  other  Orders  of  Knighthood. 

Adopted  September  4,  1862. 

12.  (5)     Grand  Recorder  to  procure  Blanks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Grand  Recorder  have  prepared  such 
blanks  and  forms  as  may  be  necessary  in  the  performance 
of  his  official  business. 

Adopted  September  3,  1862. 

13.  (6)     Sale  of  Reprint 

Ordered,  That  the  Grand  Recorder  be  authorized  to  dis- 
pose of  the  Republished  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment from  its  organization,  A.  D.  1816,  to  1856, 
inclusive,  pp.  370,  at  $1.50  per  copy. 

[There  are  some  two  hundred  copies  of  this  work  for 
sale,  and  which  may  be  had  by  application  to  the  Grand 
Recorder.  When  sent  by  mail,  twenty  cents  additional 
must  accompany  the  order. — Gr.  Rec] 
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1865. 

14.  (I)     Every  Member  to  Vote,  &c. 

In  votiDg  for  admission  into  the  Order,  every  member 
present  should  be  required  to  cast  his  (ball)  ballot,  or  be 
excused  therefrom  by  a  vote  of  the  Commandery. 

[Report  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  adopted  Sep- 
tember 6,  1865,  page  50.] 

1868. 

15.  (1)  Absent  Sir  Knights  to  be  informed  of  Proceedings. 

A  Sir  Knight  who  may  have  been  absent  from  a  Con- 
clave has  a  right  to  know  all  the  transactions  of  such 
meeting,  whether  affecting  himself  or  not. 

[Report  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  adopted  Sep- 
tember 18,  1868,  page  70.] 

16.  (2)    Effects  of  Expulsion  of  a  Knight  by  a  Blue  Lodge. 

The  forfeiture  of  good  standing  resulting  from  the  sus- 
pension or  expulsion  of  a  Knight  Templar  by  a  Lodge  or 
Chapter  deprives  him  of  all  the  rights  and  privileges  he 
had  gained,  and  necessarily  degrades  him  from  the  Orders 
of  Knighthood. 

[Report  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  adopted  Sep- 
tember 18,  1868,  page  70.] 

17.  (3)    Status  of  Knight  when  Commandery  had  ceased  to 

Exist. 

When  a  Commandery  has  ceased  to  exist,  its  members 
can  join  another  Commandery  upon  petition,  and  certificate 
from  the  Grand  Recorder  of  the  State  holding  the  Charter 
and  papers  of  the  Commandery  to  which  he  belonged,  that 
his  standing  therein  was  good  when  said  Commandery 
ceased  to  exist. 

[Report  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  adopted  Sep- 
tember 18,  1868,  page  70.] 
39 
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18.  (4)    Who  Eligible  to  Offices  in  Qrani  Encampment. 

No  one  not  an  actual  member  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
should  be  permitted  to  hold  office  therein. 

[Report  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  adopted  Sep- 
tember 18,  1868,  page  70.] 

1871. 

19.  (1)  Tide — Knights  Templar  vs.  Knights  Templars. 

The  Grand  Encampment  has  no  authority  to  determine 
questions  of  "  historic  truth,  literary  usage,  and  the  philos- 
ophy and  grammar  of  the  English  language." 

[Report  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Encampment.] 

20.  (2)  DeptUy  Orand  Commander  mxiy  act,  &c. 

The  Deputy  Grand  Commander  is  authorized,  under  the 
Constitution,  to  act  in  case  of  the  physical  incompetency 
of  the  Grand  Commander,  although  the  latter  may  be  in 
the  State  and  not  authorizing  him  to  act. 

[Report  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Encampment.] 


21.  (3)   When  Subordinate  Commanderies  mxiy  appear  in 

Public, 

Subordinate  Commanderies  have  no  right  to  appear  in 
public  as  such,  without  the  permission  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  or  Grand  Commander,  except  upon  Masonic 
occasions,  nor  then,  if  prohibited  by  the  Grand  Com- 
mander. 

[Report  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Encampment.] 
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22.  (4)  Power  of  Orand  Commander  to  suspend  not  limited 

to  State  lines. 

The  Grand  Commander  can  suspend  any  oflScer  from  his 
office  where  the  Commandery  is  outside  his  jurisdiction  as 
if  in  it. 

[Report  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Encampment.] 

22.  (5)  Test  Oath. 

"Resolvedy  That  hereafter  no  petition  for  the  Orders  of 
Knighthood  shall  be  received  by  any  Subordinate  Com- 
mandery unless  the  applicant  shall  state  therein  whether 
he  has  or  has  not  been  previously  rejected  by  any  Com- 
mandery. 

[Report  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Encampment.] 

24.  (6)  Digest  of  Templar  Law, 

Ordered,  That  the  Grand  Master  appoint  a  Special  Com- 
mittee to  examine  all  published  Decisions  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  and  of  its  Grand  Masters,  and  compile  a  Di- 
gest thereof,  to  report  at  the  next  Triennial  Session  (at 
New  Orleans,  December,  1874).  Subsequently  the  Grand 
Master  appointed  Sir  Knights  Hopkins,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Drummond,  of  Maine,  Parvin,  of  Iowa,  Horner,  of  Louisi- 
ana, and  English,  of  Arkansas,  said  committee. 

[Report  of  Committee  6ii  Jurisprudence,  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Encampment.] 

26.  (7)    When  an  Appeal  lies  to  the  Orand  Encampment 

from  a  Orand  Commandery. 

An  appeal  from  the  decision  of  a  State  Grand  Com- 
mandery lies  to  the  Grand  Encampment  when  the  question 
involves  a  construction  of  the  Constitution,  Rules,  and 
Edicts   of  the   Grand   Encampment,  but  not  where   the 
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Decision  in  question  was  made  under  a  Rule  or  Edict  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  not  in  conflict  with  the  Supreme 
Constitution. 

[Report  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Encampment.] 

26.  (8)  Sovih  Carolina,  action  of  Orand  Master  sustained. 

The  action  of  the  Grand  Master  in  reference  to  the 
matter  in  South  Carolina  (see  pages  47,  48),  was  legally 
correct,  and  the  committee  recommend  that  it  be  con- 
firmed by  the  Grand  Encampment. 

[Report  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Encampment.] 

27.  (9)  Treaty  of  Comity  tvith  Grand  Conclave  of  England 

'  ordered. 

Ordered,  That  the  Grand  Master  appoint  Commissioners 
to  examine  the  subject  of  a  Treaty  of  Comity  between  the 
Grand  Conclave  of  England  and  Wales  and  the  Grand  En- 
campment of  the  United  States,  and  to  reduce  to  form  the 
conditions  and  stipulations,  &c.,  and  submit  the  same  to  the 
next  Triennial  Session. 

[Report  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Afikirs,  adopted.] 

Grand  Master  Fellows  subsequently  appointed  Sir 
Knights  Past  Grand  Master  Gardner,  of  Massachusetts, 
Simons,  of  New  York,  and  Blackie,  of  Tennessee,  said 
committee. 

28.  (10)   Honorary  Mefmbership,  dtc. 

Resolved,  That  the  M.  E.  Sir  Wm.  Stuart,  Most  Eminent 
and  Supreme  Grand  Master  of  the  Religious  and  Military 
Order  of  the  Temple  in  England  be  made  an  Honorary 
Member  of  this  Grand  Encampment,  with  the  rank  and 
title  of  Fast  Grand  Master. 

[Report  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Aflfairs,  adopted.] 
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29.  (11)  Red  Cross  Knights  of  Canada. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Encampment  afiSrms  the  Deci- 
sion of  the  Orand  Master  (page  82,  102),  and  recognizes 
Knights  of  the  Illustrious  Order  of  the  Red  Cross,  made 
in  Canada,  under  such  authority  as  may  be  duly  recognized 
there. 

[Report  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  adopted.] 

30.  (12)  Orand  Representatives. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Encampment  fully  approves 
and  confirms  the  Decision  of  the  Grand  Master  (pages  104 
and  105) : 

That  a  State  Grand  Commandery  has  no  right,  power,  or 
authority  to  enter  into  an  exchange  of  Representatives 
with  any  Masonic  authority  not  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  Grand  Encampment,  that  power  being  in  the  very  na- 
ture of  things  the  prerogative  of  this  Grand  Encampment, 
which  it  cannot  allow  to  be  set  aside. 

[Report  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  adopted.] 

31.  (13)  Memorial  of  Virginia  to  vnthdraw  refused. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Encampment  declines  and  re- 
fuses to  grant  the  petition  of  the  memorialists  from  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Virginia,  for  a  peaceful  withdrawal 
of  that  Grand  Commandery  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

[Report  of  Special  Committee,  approved.] 

32.  (14)  Jurisdiction  of  Grand  Commandery  of  Virginia 

over  West  Virginia. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Virginia  is 
recognized  as  holding  jurisdiction  over  both  the  States  of 
Virginia  and  West  Virginia. 

Adopted  September  22,  1871. 
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Page  16,  line  20,  "  convicts,"  should  be  counts. 
Page  16,  line  38  **  greatness,"  should  be  existence. 
Page  27,  line  13,  "  heretofore,"  should  be  theretofore. 
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FOR  THE  YEAR  1873-73, 
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THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY 


SEMI-ANNUAL   ASSEMBLY, 

May  29,  1878. 

^HE  SEMI-ANNUAL  ASSEMBLY  of  the  Grand 

COMMANDERY  OF   KnKJHTS  TeMPLARS  AND   THE  AP- 
PENDANT Orders  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the 
city  of  Boston,  Mass.,  on  Thursday,  May  29,  1873. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  formed  in  due  array,  and 
the  Grand  Asylum  was  opened  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M. 
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Grand  Officers  Present. 
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r  Henry  Chickekln(» E.  Grand  Captain-General. 

r  Rev.  George  S.  Noyes E.  (4 rand  Prelate. 

r  Tracy  P.  Cheevek E.  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

r  William  Parkman E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

r  Alfred  F.  Chapman E.  Grand  Recorder. 

r  Stafford  W.  Razee E.  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

r  John  Eldred E.  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

r  George  E.  Stacy E.  Grand  Captain  of  Guards. 

r  Frederic  A.  Pierce Grand  Sentinel. 

r  Edward  L.  Freeman \ 

r  E.  Dana  Bancroft ^  (rrand  Lecturers. 

r  Charles  M.  Avery ) 
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Permanent  MemberSj  being  Past  Grand  Officers. 

Sir  Abraham  A.  Dame Sir  William  S.  Gardner, 

Sir  Charles  W.  Moore Sir  William  W.  Baker, 

Sir  WiNsiiOW  Lewis Sir  Thomas  A.  Doyle. 

MemherSj  being  Past  Commanders  of  Subordinate  Command- 

erieSj  not  elsewhere  represented. 

Sir  John  Shepley Sir  John  Blrney, 

Sir  Rev.  Henry  W.  Rugg Sir  Samuel  B.  Thaxter, 

Sir  Wyzeman  Marshall Sir  D.  McBean  Thaxter, 

Sir  Lrcius  R.  Paige,  D.  D Sir  F.  J.  Foss, 

Sir  Lyman  Winship Sir  Daniel  E.  Chase. 

Sir  M.  Williams Sir  Wh^liam  Sutton, 

Sir  E.  J.  Nightingale Sir  John  A.  Lee, 

Sir  John  P.  Luther Sir  S.  S.  Bradford. 

The  Sir  Knights  were  ordered  to  their  devotions,  and 
prayer  was  offered  by  the  E.  Grand  Prelate. 

The  records  having  been  printed  and  distributed,  it  was, 
on  motion,  voted,  that  the  reading  be  dispensed  with. 

E.  Sir  H.  W.  Rugg,  E.  Sir  Wyzeman  Marshall,  and  V.  E. 
Sir  Charles  A.  Stott,  were  appointed  a  committee,  who 
repaired  to  an  adjoining  apartment,  received  and  escorted 
R.  E.  Sir  John  W.  Ballou,  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Knights  Templars  of  Maine,  into  the  Grand 
Asylum,  where  he  was  oflScially  introduced  and  welcomed 
by  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  Van  Slyck,  with  the  high  hon- 
ors due  his  rank  and  station. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  delivered  the  following 

ADDRESS. 
Sir  Knights  of  the  Grand  Commandery : 

Another  8emi-Annual  Assembly  is  permitted  us  wherein 
to  take  an  account  of  the  past,  to  consider  of  the  present, 
and  to  provide  for  the  future.  May  your  action  be  such  that 
the  future  will  show  its  wisdom. 

There  are  many  matters  of  interest  that  have  been  referred 
to  this  assembly  for  consideration,  and  which  it  is  sincerely 
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hoped  will  be  now  decided.  That  of  the  greatest  importance, 
is  the  matter  of  "  Regalia," — a  subject  that  is  justly  receiving 
consideration  throughout  the  United  States,  and  that  from 
Grand  and  Subordinate  bodies  as  well  as  eminent  knights. 
The  Grand  Coramandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island 
has  not  spoken.  To  ns  are  very  many  looking,  and  our  voice 
will  carry  with  it  a  weight  that  it  is  believed  will  go  far  toward 
the  settlement  of  this  question.  The  views  of  your  Grand 
Commander  entirelv  accord  with  the  decision  of  the  late  M.  E. 
Grand  Master  of  Templars  as  expressed  by  him  officially,  while 
Grand  Master,  not  only  because  he  has  so  decided,  but  because 
the  history  of  this  subject  renders  it  difficult  to  come  to  any  other 
conclusion.  This  decision  is  now  before  a  committee  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  and  will  be  passed 
upon  by  the  United  States  Grand  Encampment  at  its  next 
triennial.  It  is  to  be  deprecated  that  the  question  of  the  effect 
of  the  action  of  the  assembly  of  1862,  upon  the  subject  of 
regalia,  could  not  have  been  allowed  to  rest  upon  the  decision 
of  Grand  Master  Gardner,  at  least,  until  the  Grand  Body 
approved  or  disapproved  thereof.  I  will  not  urge  this  matter 
further,  as  I  hope  to  have  a  report  from  the  very  able  commit- 
tee that  has  this  subject  before  it. 

The  next  subject,  of  scarce  less  importance  than  the  last,  is 
the  matter  of  increasing  the  "Dues  "  of  our  Subordinates  and 
the  "U.  S.  Grand  Encampment  Tax."  I  again  urge  the  im- 
portance of  this  subject,  and  trust  this  assembly  will  not  close 
before  action  may  be  had  agreeable  to  my  recommendations  in 
the  past. 

Again  the  subject  of  "Parades"  will  be  brought  to  your 
attention,  a  subject  deserving  careful  consideration  at  your 
hands.  It  should  be  decided  now,  that  your  action  may  be  a 
guide  for  the  future.  I  will  not  repeat  my  views  at  this  time 
as  they  have  been  sufficiently  stated  in  the  past — but  must  add 
that  the  want  of  action  here  will  be  taken  as  an  approval  of  the 
"views"  I  have  heretofore  officially  given. 

There  are  some  other  matters  of  business  continued  to  this 
assembly,  of  importance  it  is  true,  but  not  deemed  as  important 
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as  those  matters  I  have  named,  which  will  not  be  more  particu- 
larly referred  to  at  this  time. 

This  is  the  assembly  which  by  constitutional  provision  is  set 
apart  for  the  "Exemplification  of  the  Work  and  Ritual,"  and 
in  view  thereof  I  have  directed  such  exemplification  to  be  made 
by  Conir  de  Lion  Commandery,  the  youngest  of  our  constitu- 
ted commanderies.  Thus  you  will  have  an  opportunity  to  judge 
of  its  capabilities,  and  I  know  your  criticism  ne^d  not  he  feared. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  mode  of  exemplification  has  been  varied 
from  that  of  the  last  semi-annual,  and  we  will  be  enabled  to 
determine  which  best  accomplishes  the  object  desired. 

VISITATIONS. 

On  the  evening  of  December  2d,  A.  D.  1872,  accompanied  by 
our  E.  Grand  Generalissimo,  and  Sir  Knights  Luther,  Sellew, 
Charles  B.  Webster,  and  Tourtellot,  of  Calvary  Commandery, 
I  visited  St.  John's  Commandery,  and  presided  during  the 
election  of  officers,  and  thereafter,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
aforegoing  knights,  installed  the  officers  elect.  As  I  have 
retained  this  commandery  for  my  own  special  visitation,  and  as 
I  intend  to  make  a  visitation  with  spwjial  reference  to  its  condi- 
tion, I  shall  now  refrain  from  any  remarks  concerning  it  be- 
yond saying  that  it  remains  in  its  usual  prosperous  condition. 

The  next  evening,  accompanied  by  our  E.  Grand  General- 
issimo and  our  E.  Grand  Sword  Bearer,  together  with  Sir 
Knights  Edward  A.  Smith  and  Walter  Blodgett,  of  St.  John's 
Commandery,  I  visited  Calvary  Commandery,  and  assisted  by 
the  Sir  Knights  named,  presided  during  the  election  of  officers 
and  installed  the  officers  elect.  I  need  not  speak  of  this  body 
as  it  is  assigned  to  our  E.  Grand  Captain  General  to  visit  and 
report  upon  its  condition,  which  duty  like  all  duty  assigned  to 
him  will  doubtless  be  faithfully  attended  to. 

On  the  evening  of  the  12th  of  March,  A.  D.  1873,  by  reason 
of  a  most  pressing  invitation  of  the  committee  of  the  command- 
ery, supplemented  by  a  cordial  and  earnest  not«  of  its  Eminent 
Commander,   I  was  present  in  C(pur  De  Lion  Commandery 
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upon  the  occasion  of  "a  presentation  of  banners  by  Eminent 
Sir  Daniel  E.  Chase  to  the  Commanderv." 

This  the  youngest  of  onr  constituted  commanderies  is  in  a 
most  flourishing  condition.  Strong  in  numbers,  but  stronger 
in  the  warm  hearts  and  clear  heads  of  its  members.  Upon  this 
occasion  the  ranks  were  full,  and  the  hall  was  graced  by  the 
presence  of  the  "fair  ladies"  of  the  vicinity.  The  ceremony  of 
presentation  consisted  mainly  in  a  speech  replete  with  good 
feeling,  and  breathing  forth  love  fgr  the  members  of  Cipur  De 
Lion  and  for  our  beloved  orders,  by  the  donor,  (Sir  Daniel  E. 
Chase,  of  Palestine  Commandery,)  which  was  replied  to  by  one 
of  E.  Sir  Knight  Kent's  vigorous  and  graceful  speeches.  There 
was  afterward  an  occasion  for  more  speeches,  when  Eminent 
Sir  Knights  Cheever,  Parkman,  and  many  others,  including 
our  worthy  companion  Knight  B.  P.  Shillaber  (Mrs.  Parting- 
ton), delighted  and  instructed  those  present.  I  have  begged  of 
Sir  B.  P.  Shillaber  a  copy  of  the  poem  by  him  read  upon  this 
occasion,  and  by  reason  of  persistent  urging  have  succeeded  in 
obtaining  it.  This  I  did  that  you  who  were  not  present  might 
be  pleasured  by  its  reading.     It  was  read  as  follows  : 

MODERN     CHIVALRY. 

The  days  of  chivalry  have  not  departed  — 

The  glory  of  the  olden  time  remains : 
Speaking  through  Manhood,  strong  and  noble-hearted, 

Endowed  with  muscle,  energy  and  brains. 

No  whit  decrying  ancient  knightly  glory, 

We  urge  a  claim  commanding  for  our  own, 
'That  writes  on  current  fields  more  grand  a  story 
Than  aught  achieved  in  ages  that  have  flown. 

What  sense  was  it  to  hack  and  cut  and  harry, 

And  live  in  constant  peril  of  the  life, 
Through  tribulation  dire  to  court  and  marry, 

And  in  an  iron  suit  espouse  a  wife  ? 

What  merit  was  it  to  carve  up  a  Paynim, 

And  hang  his  head  upon  the  saddle-bow  ? 
Or  catch  a  Jew  and  of  his  ducats  drain  him, 

Then  slit  his  nose  and  let  the  Hebrew  go  ? 
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What  merit  was  it  to  go  galivanting, 
— With  lance  in  rest  and  armed  all  aip-n-jne, — 

The  fearful  folk  with  fierce  assumption  daunting, 
And  stealing  every  thing  that  they  could  see  ? 

What  was  the  sense  of  their  continual  straying, 
By  paths  with  constant  violence  bestrewed. 

Running  the  risk,  while  seeking  heathen  slaying, 
Of  getting,  maybe,  full  as  often  slewed  ? 

T  was  chivalric  to  deprecate  all  labor, 
— The  land  divided  into  feudal  farms, — 

With  each  man's  hand  upraised  against  his  neighbor, 
And  even  infants  always  up  in  arms. 

The  social  qualities  were  ne'er  paraded : 
My  lady  sat,  shut  in  a  cage-like  tower, 

Within  a  deep  seclusion,  uninvaded, 
No  friend  with  scandal  to  beguile  the  hour; 

Unless  some  troubadour,  his  strains  outpouring, 
Came  to  her  bower  with  euphonistic  rhyme. 

Or  some  young  knight,  his  queen  of  love  imploring. 
The  lady  passed  a  very  sorry  time. 

Arrayed  in  richest  silks,  with  many  a  jewel. 
With  maidens  plenty  to  do  her  behest. 

Her  fate  was  like  her  working  woreteds,  crewel, 
Her  days,  the  .semblance  of  a  past  unblest. 

No  concerts,  theatres,  operas,  or  dances, 
To  female  life  gave  buoyancy  and  zest ; 

The  girls  made  banners  for  their  heroes'  lances. 
Or  handkerchiefs  to  wear  upon  their  crest. 

The  tournament  was  then  the  great  occasion. 
Where  Queens  of  Beauty  gave  the  meed  of  fame ; 

When  cracking  heads  and  murderous  abrasion 
Were  but  incentives  to  love's  tendei  flame. 

And  bright  eyes  flashed  at  the  exploits  of  valor. 
As  horse  and  rider  floundered  on  the  ground. 

Nor  bore  their  part  with  aught  of  fear  or  pallor, 
Where  blows,  for  fun,  promiscuous  blew  around, 
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Were  it  in  earnest,  they,  perhaps,  might  shrink  it, 

But  simply  cutting  off  a  head  or  two, 
Or  carving  folks  with  swords,  they  did  nH  think  it 

A  thing  about  which  to  make  much  ado. 

Then  every  knight,  who  held  a  sphere  respected, 

Kept  in  his  train  a  jester,  full  of  jokes, 
Whose  jibes,  to  criticism  ne*er  subjected. 

Made  lots  of  laughter  'mong  the  gentlefolks. 

Then  was  a  time  when  oxen  whole  were  roasted. 

And  saltless,  ))epperless,  in  junks  devoured, 
And  when  the  knightly  gentlemen  were  toasted, 

In  quarts  of  wine  the  deep  libation  poured. 

Then  knightly  heads  did  all  the  needed  thinkinj;?; 

The  people  in  jt)enightcdness  were  hid  : 
Fighting  and  robbing,  sleeping,  eating,  drinking, 

Was  all  the  active  business  that  they  did. 

The  people  were  not  much  in  scale  of  being ; 

Once  born,  the  whole  in  life  they  had  in  view 
Was  but  to  see  just  as  their  lords  were  seeing. 

And  do  just  what  their  lords  would  have  them  do. 

They  had  no  souls  then  reckoned  worth  the  saving. 

No  souls  their  own  at  any  point  of  time : 
Xo  higher  fortune  e'er  thought  they  of  craving. 

Nor  for  the  future  cared  a  siogle  dime. 

But  noble  men  were  there  the  age  redeeming, 

Who  gave  to  Chivalry  its  grandest  fame, 
Whose  names,  from  out  that  past  in  lustre  beaming, 

Our  warmest  meed  of  admiration  claim. 

These  rise  before  us  for  our  emulation  — 

In  principle  and  duty  ever  bright ; 
And  may  our  course  in  honest  imitation. 

Secure  their  epitaph  at  last  —  good  knight. 

We  need  no  armor  for  our  head's  protection 

Beyond  the  good  sword  hanging  at  our  side. 
One  **jab"  of  which,  if  given  in  right  direction, 

Settles  the  hash  for  him  on  whom  'tis  tried. 
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A  Paynim  vile,  wbo  dares  provoke  our  anger, 
Never  again  the  outrage  will  renew; 

For,  with  the  offence,  out  comes  the  trenchant  hanger, 
And  in  a  moment  we  have  run  him  through ! 

If  any  heathen  round  are  disappearing. 
Their  friends  need  make  no  worrying  or  fuss ; 

They  Ve  doubtless  gone  the  way  the  bad  are  steering, 
And  let  the  mourners  send  the  bill  to  us. 

But  there  be  Paynims  whom  the  swortl  can*t  settle, 
Met  with  in  streets  and  lanes,  than  heathens  worse, 

Who  more  than  trv  the  heart's  determined  meUil, 
And  draw^upon  the  sympathies  and  pui-se. 

Here  gaunt-eyed  Want,  il.s  fnmished  form  upreariug, 
Makes,  in  sad  moans,  its  eloquent  appeals; 

Here  Sin  and  Wrong,  in  varied  guise  appearing. 
The  way  contest,  with  Misery  at  their  heels. 

Here  Virtue  shrieks  for  aid  against  oppression  ; 

Here  Honor  constant  vindication  claims ; 
Here  Shoddy  flaunts  o'er  Worth,  in  strong  possession ; 

Here  brazen  Impudence  scarce  hides  its  aims. 

Here  Lust  and  Pride,  a  constant  warfare  waging, 
Summon  to  guard  each  intervening  gate ; 

While  Fraud  and  Theft,  in  subtle  fight  engaging, 
JJke  Israel  Samson's,  foemen,  lie  in  wait. 

All  call  for  vigilance  and  knightly  duty. 
To  keep  true  Manhood's  'scutcheon  ever  bright; 

And  here  our  lists,  and  here  our  Queens  of  Beauty 
Award  our  meed  in  smiles  this  festal  night, 

\Ve  make  no  raids  on  neighbors  who  offend  us, 
Or  wrathful  vials  on  their  sconces  empt ; 

We  take  the  weapons  prudent  counsels  lend  us, 
And  kill  them  off  b}*^  kindness  or  —  contempt. 

We  sport  no  steeds  like  those  which  bore  to  battle 
The  fierce  Paladins  in  chivali  ic  days ; 

AVe  patronize  a  difierent  sort  of  cattle. 
That  draw  our  horsecais  through  our  public  ways. 
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But  though  we  own  no  chargers  that  inlierit 
The  fire  that  courseil  through  ancient  equine  vein^, 

AVe  think  we  've  chargers  that  show  equal  merit, 
Wliere  groceries  and  things  affect  our  gains. 

We  quaff  no  flagons  like  our  predecessors  — 

As  such  big  measures  are  not  often  round ; 
We  roast  no  oxen  whole,  as  their  possessors 

Olaim  for  a  sirloin  forty  cents  per  pound. 

It  does  n't  take  so  much  to  make  us  merr}* 

As  it  did  those  in  that  rum  age  sublime ; 
We  sip  our  glass  of  lager,  or  of  sherry, 

Or  neither  do,  and  have  as  good  a  time. 

Our  Dames  of  Chivalry  have  no  restriction  ; 

A  sad  temerity  were  his  who'd  dare 
To  strive  to  hold  the  reins  of  jurisdicticm, 

And  not  of  government  give  tiiem  a  share. 

No  shutting  them  in  cloister  and  seclusion, 

No  moping  they  for  want  of  due  employ ; 
The  world  pom's  at  their  feet  its  vast  profusion. 

With  us  their  knights,  all  days,  to  seek  their  joy. 

And  in  their  praise  our  troubadours  are  hymning, 

Poining  like  pullets  their  enraptured  lays; 
And,  quite  forgetting  bills  for  extra  trimming. 

We  hail  them  pride  and  glory  of  our  days. 

How  grand  they  are  in  all  that's  grand,  comparing 
With  those  insipid  dames  who  banners  wove. 

Worthy  of  all  true  knightliootl  e(|ual  sharing, 
The  Queens  of  Beauty  and  the  Queens  of  Love. 

Thus,  Then  and  Now,  in  candidness  contrasting, 
Shows  better  light  and  deeds  this  day  of  oui*s, 

With  guarantees,  like  buttons,  that  are  lasting, 
And  scope  for  all  our  elevated  powers. 

The  Cross  the  aiicients  reared  we  still  do  ciierish, 

And  keep  as  ours  its  venerated  sign, 
Tliat  ne'er  through  disrespect  shall  fall  or  perish. 

Sustained  by  Cctur  de  Lion  and  Palestine. 
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Its  motto  ever  — **/»  hoc  sigvo  uneett^' — 
Draws  from  its  scabbard  everj'  glistening  steel, 

And  the  same  glow  inspiring  Christian  princes 
Does  the  most  humble  of  our  brethren  feel. 

Then  to  the  Present  give  your  best  endeavor, 
To  help  the  Truth  and  benefit  your  race ; 

Fight  the  good  fight  with  zeal  and  might  forever. 
And  follow  virtue  with  an  earnest  Chare.* 


•Daniel  K.  Chase. 


MoDday,  April  7th,  1873,  in  pursuance  of  the  requirement  of 
our  Grand  Constitution,  I  visited  Joseph  Warren  Commandery. 
I  was  there  met  by  our  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  Sir  William  Park- 
man,  and  Eminent  Sirs  Wyzeman  Marshall,  John  D.  Coolidge, 
Marlborough  Williams,  John  M.  Clark,  William  S.  Anderson, 
Charles  B.  Lancaster,  and  Samuel  Mason,  Jr.,  all  of  whom 
accompanied  me  and  formed  ray  suite  during  the  visitation. 
The  work  exemplified  was  upon  the  order  of  the  Temple,  and 
was  rendered  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  the  visiting  brethren. 
This  body  numbers  rising  ninety  members,  and  it  was  evident 
to  all  that  a  large  membership  had  not  rendered  the  members 
strangers  to  each  other,  on  the  other  hand  it  seemed  more  like 
a  family  wherein  each  member  was  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
each  other  member,  and  all  striving  to  make  and  preserve  a 
good  name.  Here  I  found  a  unity  of  heart  and  purpose  that 
by  mere  contact  made  the  visitor  feel  proud  of  his  connection 
with  an  organization  capable  of  producing  such  results. 

During  the  exercises  of  the  afterpart  of  the  evening  several 
short  speeches  were  made,  all  of  which  abounded  in  words  of 
praise  and  cheer  to  Joseph  AYarren  Commandery. 

OLIVET  COMMANDERY  (U.  D.) 

Since  the  Semi-Annual  Assembly  I  received  a  petition  for  u 
dispensation  to  form  a  new  commandery  at  Lynn,  Massachu- 
setts. On  the  13th  of  March,  A.  D.  1873, 1  issued  a  dispensa- 
tion therefor  by  the  name  of  Olivet  Commandery,  appointing 
as  the  first  three  officers  under  said  dispensation, 
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Sir  Georoe  W.  Keenb E.  Commandei\ 

Sir  John  Shaw,  2d Generalissimo. 

Sir  Harmon  Hall Captain  G&neraL 

The  most  of  the  petitioners  are  members  of  Winslow  Ijewis 
Commandery,  which  comraandery  recommended  the  grant- 
ing of  the  dispensation.  I  could  not  hesitate  in  my  action  as 
so  many  knights  asked  to  be  permitted  to  form  a  separate 
organization,  and  also  because  the  locality  is  one  that  promises 
to  maintain  such  organization  in  a  manner  to  do  credit  to  the 
order. 

KEPRESENTATIVES. 

• 

The  resolution  adopted  at  the  last.  Annual  Assembly,  author- 
izing the  "  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander,  for  the  tjme 
being,"  to  receive  and  acknowledge  representatives  near  this 
Grand  Commandery,  &c.,  as  also  to  appoint,  in  his  discretion, 
representatives  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  near  other  State 
Grand  Commanderies,  was  immediately  after  said  assembly 
communicated  to  the  different  State  Grand  Commanders  by 
our  E.  Grand  Recorder,  and  now  it  is  my  duty  to  report  what 
action  has  been  taken  thereunder. 

The  first  representative  appointed  near  tins  (rrand  Com- 
mandery, and  by  me  acknowledged,  was  that  of  our  R.  E.  Sir 
Knight  Benjamin  Dean,  such  appointment  having  been  made 
by  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  of  Kansas.  It  was  indeed  this 
appointment  that  brought  the  subject  of  Grand  Representatives 
before  us,  and  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
referred  to.  I  deemed  it  therefore  meet,  that  such  appointment 
should  be  first  acknowledged.  E.  Sir  Alfred  F.  Chapman  hav- 
ing, on  the  8th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1872,  been  appointed 
Representative  for  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania, 
was  duly  acknowledged  as  such,  and  having,  on  the  10th  of  the 
same  month,  been  appointed  Representative  for  the  Grand  Com- 
raandery of  Vermont,  with  the  rank  of  Grand  Captain  General, 
he  was  acknowledged  accordingly. 

I  have  also  acknowledged  our  E.  Companion,  Wyzeman  Mar- 
shall, as  Representative  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Kentucky, 
with  the  rank  of  Grand  Generalissimo,  he  having  been  commis- 
sioned as  such  by  commission  dated  December  23d,  A.  D.  1872. 
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Our  E.  Grand  Captain  General  having  been  by  commission 
elated  January  :30th,  A.  D.  1873,  appointed  Representative  near 
this  Grand  Commandery  by  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Indi- 
ana, vvitli  the  rank  of  Grand  Generalissimo,  has  been  duly 
acknowledged  as  such  representative. 

R.  E.  Sir  Charles  H.  Titus,  being  commissioned  by  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  California,  has  been  acknowledged  as  such 
representative,  near  this  Grand  Commandery. 

I  have  also  acknowledged  as  the  Representative  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Nebraska,  near  this  Grand  Commandery,  E. 
Sir  Henry  W.  Rugg,  he  having  been  duly  commissioned  as 
such. 

Past  Grand  Master  E.  Sir  William  Sewall  Gardner,  has  been 
commissioned  as  the  Representative  of  the  Grand  Command- 
eries  of  Xew  Jersey  and  New  York,  with  the  rank,  in  both 
eases,  of  Past  Grand  Commander;  and  also,  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery of  Illinois,  each  of  these  has  l)een  by  me  duly  recog- 
nized. 

The  following  appointments  of  representatives  have  been 
made,  near  the  Grand  Commanderies  named  : 

Sir  James  M.  Porter,  of  Easton,  Penn November,  1873, 

Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania. 

Sir  W.  H.  S.  Whitcomb,  Bm-liugton,  Vt November,  1872, 

For  Grand  Commandery  of  Vermont. 

Sir  William  Alva  Warner,  Louisville,  Kentucky November,  1872, 

For  Grand  Commandery  of  Kentucky. 

Sir  George  Frank  Goulky,  St.  Louis,  Mo Deo.  11, 1872, 

For  Grand  Commandery  of  Missf)uri. 

Sir  Joseph  P.  Hornor,  New  Orleans,  La Dec.  11,  1872, 

For  Grand  Commandery  of  Louisiana. 

Sir  Charles  R.  Armstrong,  Macon,  Ga Dec.  21,  1872, 

For  Grand  Commandery  of  Georgia. 

Sir  Robert  C.  Jordan,  Brownsville,  Neb Dec.  21,  1872, 

For  Grand  Commandery  of  Nebraska. 

Sir  David  P.  Whedon,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind Feb.  12, 1873, 

For  Grand  Commandery  of  Indiana. 
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Sir  William  B.  Isaacs,  Richmond,  Va Marcli  11,  1873, 

For  Grand  Conimandeiy  of  Virginia. 

Sir  Vincent  L.  Hurlburt,  Chicago,  111 March  11, 1873, 

For  Grand  Commandery  of  Illinois. 

Sir  Robert  H.  Waterman,  Albany,  N  Y  March,  1872, 

For  Grand  Commandery  of  New  York. 


GETHSEMANE  COMMANDERY,  (U.  D.) 

It  will  be  remembered  that  at  the  la^t  Annual  Assembly, 
certain  Sir  Knights  who  had  been  working  under  dispensation 
at  Newtonville,  Mass.,  applied  for  a  charter  for  a  commandery, 
to  be  located  at  that  place,  to  be  known  as  "  Gethsemane  Com- 
mandery," and  that  it  was  voted,  that  "a  charter  issue  to  those 
of  the  petitioners  knighted  prior  to  the  dat«  of  application  for 
dispensation."  Immediately  after  the  session  I  received  the 
following  communication : 

Boston,  October  29,  1872. 
Nicholas  Van  Slvck, 

Grand    Commiinder  of  Knights  Templars  of  Massachusetts  and   RJunh 
Island. 

Right  Eminent  Sir  :— In  behalf  of  the  petitioners  to  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery for  a  charter  for  a  commandery  to  be  called  Gethsemane,  I 
beg  leave  to  call  j'our  attention  to  the  report  of  the  committee  adopted 
at  the  regular  communication  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  on  the  25th 
instant. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

In  Grand  Commandkhy, 

Providence,  R.  I.,  October  2o,  1872. 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  records,  by-laws  and  peti- 
tion of  certain  Sir  Knights  who  have  been  working  under  dispensation 
at  Newtonville,  Mass.,  for  a  charter  for  a  commandery  to  be  held  at  that 
place,  to  be  known  as  Gethsemane  Commandery,  respectfully  report : 
That  they  have  attended  to  that  duty  and  find  the  records  correctly  ktpt, 
the  by-laws  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  our  constitutions,  with 
one  or  two  suggestions  which  the  committee  have  made.  Considerable 
work  has  been  done  and  everything  promises  well.    We  recommend  thut 
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when  the  changes  in  the  by-laws  suggested,  be  made,  a  charter  issue  to 
those  of  the  ]>etitioners  knighted  prior  to  the  date  of  application  tor  dis- 
I)ensation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  CHICKERING, 
CHARLES  T.  GAY, 
Z.  L.  BICKNELL. 

The  above  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  report,  and  as  originally  written, 
ending  with  the  word  "issue,'*  was  proper  and  consistent,  but  some  happy 
after  thought  during  the  acceptance  of  the  report,  was  gently  whispered 
into  the  ears  of  the  committee  and  the  result  the  lines  interlined  in  the 
document  after  the  word  "issue"  were  adopted.    Now  I  submit, 

1.  That  the  petitioners  have  been  regularly  created  Knights  Templars 
and  Knights  of  Malta,  by  virtue  of  a  power  issued  by  the  Grand  Body. 

2.  That  they  are  Justly  and  constitutionally  entitled  to  sit  in  any  com- 
mandery  while  open  as  an  asylum  of  Knights  Templars  and  are  legally 
qualified  to  receive  from  the  Grand  Commandery  a  certificate  or  diploma 
to  that  effect. 

3.  That  these  petitioners  ai*e  suitable  persons  to  petition  for  a  charter, 
and  there  is  nothing  in  the  constitution  to  prevent  the  Grand  Command- 
ery from  granting  their  request. 

4  That  these  knii^hts  in  conformity  with  the  usage  among  templar 
masons  have  selected  from  their  number,  as  one  of  the  council,  to  hold 
the  ofllce  of  Captain  General,  one  who  had  received  his  orders  from  Geth- 
semane  Commandery  while  acting  under  a  dispensation. 

I  contend  that  these  petitioners  have  a  constitutional  right  to  be  recog- 
nized by  the  Grand  Body,  and  as  such  desire  to  be  invested  with  a  charter. 
The  petition  should  be  accepted  or  rejected  as  a  w^hole,  and  if  rejected 
another  must  be  drawn  up  and  signed  by  a  different  number,  thereby 
depriving  the  petitioners  of  the  satisfaction  of  having  their  names  incor- 
porated in  the  document,  and  will  be  a  source  of  great  disappointment 
to  those  who  esteem  it  an  honor  to  rank  as  the  original  members  under 
the  charter. 

It  has  been  urged  as  a  reason,  that  Grand  Lodges  constitutionally 
refuse  to  grant  charters  to  Master  Masons  who  have  received  their  degrees 
under  a  dispensation — which  I  deny — but  admiting  the  same,  it  forms 
no  rule  for  the  Grand  Commandery,  which  is  an  independent  body. 

It  seems  to  me  that  at  this  particular  assembly  there  was  a  sort  of  snap 
judgment, — which  I  contend  was  unconstitutional — by  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Grand  Body,  and  has  no  force  whatever  though  entered  upon 
the  records,  and  that  the  words  "to  those  of  the  petitioners  knighted 
prior  to  the  date  of  application  for  dispensation,"  are  not  binding,  and 
that  the  Grand  Recorder  may  lie  instructed  by  you  to  flU  out  the  charter 
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in  the  names  of  the  petitioners.  They  are  fully  entitled  to  receive  the 
charter  and  the  only  thing  they  would  desire  in  case  the  charier  may  not 
issue  is,  that  the  commandery  may  be  continued  under  dispensation  until 
the  next  assembly  of  the  Grand  Commandery  as  they  are  not  willing  to 
supplant  the  knight  whom  they  have  chosen  as  Captain  General. 

Your  committee  state  that  they  find  the  "by-laws  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  our  constitutions  with  one  or  two  suggestions  which 
the  committee  have  made." 

The  by-laws  amended  are  as  follows;  the  amendments  being  in  iUdic. 

ARTICLE  V. 

VACANCIES. 

Should  any  elective  office  become  vacant  from  any  cause  whatever  the 
commander  m  consultatum  loUh  tlie  council  'shall  till  such  vacancies  bv 
appointment,  &c. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

CANDIDATES  FOR  ORDERS. 

Every  candidate  for  the  orders  shall  make  application  in  writing  in  Vic 
form  prei<ented  by  the  Grand  Commande^^y^  &c. 

ARTICLE  XVI. 

FORFEITURE  OF  MEMBERSHIP. 

Any  member  who  neglects  to  pay  his  quarterages  or  assessments  for 
one  year  after  the  same  are  due  may  be  discharged  from  membership  by 
vote  of  the  commandery,  tliey  liamnghadat  least  four  weeks  notice  from  the 
Recorder  of  i/ie  amount  and  time  when  they  may  be  paid. 

These  by-laws  were  drawn  with  great  care  and  with  a  regard  to  simplic- 
ity, that  they  might  not  be  hampered  with  unnecessary  verbiage.  The 
suggestion  to  the  fifth  by-law  is  entirely  unnecessary  as  the  head  of  the 
council  is  the  commander,  and  his  authority  though  not  expressed  is  fully 
understood.    There  is  no  objection  however  to  this  suggestion. 

The  alteration  of  the  eleventh  by-law  is  entirely  superfluous,  for  if  the 
Grand  Body  adopt  a  form,  it  must  be  followed  by  the  subordinate  bodies 
whether  incorporated  in  their  by-laws  or  not. 

The  amendment  to  by-law  XVI,  I  contend  is  not  binding,  as  I  submit 
that  each  body  has  power  to  discharge  its  members  for  any  breach  of 
regulations,  and  when  a  member  has  for  one  year  neglected  to  pay  his 
dues  it  does  seem  proper  that  he  may  be  discharged,  though  I  doubt  if 
any  commandery  throughout  the  whole  jurisdiction  would  discharge  a 
worthy  and  desirable  member  who  bad  for  one  year  delayed  the  payment 
of  his  dues. 

I  trust,  Right  Eminent  Sir,  that  the  subject  matter  of  the  charter  and 
by-laws  may  be  decided  upon  by  you  in  your  fqll  discretion  as  the  grand 
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head  of  the  templar  fraternity  ia  this  part  of  the  country,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  of  tlie  result  constitutionally,  impartially  and  candidly,  and  to  such 
decision  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  they  will  conform  as  true  and  courte- 
ous knights,  who  arc  now  deprived  of  their  anticipated  pleasure  by  the 
passage  of  a  vote  that  is  in  entire  contravention  with  all  precedents  of 
the  Grand  Commandery. 

With  knightly  courtesy,  1  remain  very  truly, 

F.  LYMAN  WINSHIP, 

Commander  of  Gethsemanc  Commandery,  (U.  D.) 

To  this  communication  I  made  the  following  answer: 

Grand  Commandekv  of  Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant 
Orders  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

Office  of  the  R  E.  Grand  Commander, 

Providence,  R.  I.,  November  9th,  1872. 

To  Eminent  F.  Lyinan  Winship^ 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother  : — Your  communication  of  October  29,  1872, 
per  hand  of  Sir  Knight  Greenwood,  hns  been  fully  considered,  and  my 
conclusion  is  as  follows : 

By  our  constitution  the  Grand  Commander  has  only  the  right  in  the 
forming  of  new  bodies  to  grant  dispensations,  and  dispensations  {^riZ;^  during 
the  recess  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  provides  in  express  terms  that 
''charters  shall  be  granted  by  vote  of  the  Grand  Commandery  alone,  and 
at  a  stated  assembly,"  and  it  further  provides  "that  a  commandery 
formed  within  this  jurisdiction  without  a  dispensation  or  charter  as 
above  provided,  shall  be  deemed  illegal,  and  all  communications  between 
commanderies  under  this  jurisdiction,  and  the  members  of  such  illegal 
ones  are  hereby  strictly  forbidden/* 

Thus  you  will  see  that  by  express  constitutional  law  the  sole  power 
to  grant  a  charter  is  retained  in  the  Grand  Body  and  prohibited  the 
Grand  Commander.  Now  the  power  to  giant  a  charter  carries  with  it 
the  right  to  grant  it  upon  such  conditions  as  to  it  seems  meet  nor  can 
such  condition  be  abrogated  by  the  Grand  Commander.  Such  a  claim 
if  sustained  w^ould  give  to  the  Grand  Commander  the  right  to  annul  any 
vote  of  the  Grand  Body  and  to  act  in  direct  contravention  of  itsexpressed 
will. 

In  this  case  we  find  tliat  a  charter  was  voted  "to  those  of  tlie  petitioners 
knighted  prior  to  the  date  of  application  for  dispensation"  that  is,  the 
Grand  Commander  is  authorized  to  issue  a  charter  to  such  of  the  peti- 
tioners as  were  knights  at  time  of  granting  dispensation,  but  it  does  not 
authorize  him  to  issue  it  to  anyone  else,  and  by  implication  forbids  him  to 
issue  it  to  t^ny  othe;*  or  others  of  tlie  petitioners. 
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It  foUows  from  this  that  I  would  properly  subject  myself  to  impeach- 
ment, were  such  a  trial  known  in  a  Qrand  Body  of  Templars,  should  I  allow 
any  name  to  be  inserted  in  the  charter  save  as  aforesaid,  aye,  more  than 
this,  the  very  charter  would  be  void,  and  all  commanderies  within  this 
jurisdiction  should  hold  no  communication  with  the  members  thereunder, 
the  same  being  strictly  forbidden. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  should  the  Qrand  Commander  comply  with 
your  request  to  have  the  names  of  knights  created  under  dispensation 
inserted  in  charter,  notwithstanding  the  vote  of  the  Grand  Commandery, 
that  when  the  subject  is  brought  before  the  Grand  Body  it  will  recognize 
such  action  and  thereby  render  it  legal. 

I  entertain  but  little  doubt  what  the  action  of  the  Grand  Body  would  be, 
yet  I  am  opposed  to  taking  such  action,  as  it  tends  to  teach  a  very 
pernicious  doctrine,  viz.:  the  want  of  obligation  resting  upon  all  to  obey 
the  law.  If  I  do  that  which  I  know  I  have  no  right  to  do,  trusting  to 
the  Grand  Body  to  ratify  my  action  wlien  to  do  otherwise  would  work  a 
great  wrong  upon  innocent  parties,  how  could  I  complain  if  commanders 
should  take  upon  themselves  to  do  as  they  see  fit,  and  after  the  fact  to 
apply  to  me  for  ratification  ?  There  are  emergencies  when  extraordinary 
power,  (particularly  in  masoni-y)  may  be  exercised,  but  such  emergencies 
do  not  consist  in  acting  counter  to  the  expressed  will  of  the  governing 
body,  but  rather  in  aid  of  it. 

It  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  you  to  have  a  difierent 
ordering  than  has  been  had,  and  I  am  desirous  of  aidinu:  you  in  everyway 
in  my  power,  and  to  convince  you  of  that  desire  I  am  willing,  if  so  be  you 
decline  to  take  a  charter  under  present  vote,  to  bring  the  matter  before 
the  Grand  Commandery  at  its  semi-annual  assembly,  and  to  recommend 
the  granting  of  a  charter  in  accordance  with  your  wish,  nor  do  I  doubt 
that  upon  a  full  representation  of  the  fact«,  such  action  will  be  had. 

I  say  nothing  upon  the  subject  of  your  by-laws  as  they  only  become 
important  upon  your  acceptance  of  a  charter.  If  you  do  not  pray  for  the 
issuing  of  a  charter  in  accordance  with  vote  of  Grand  Body,  you  will  of 
course  be  permitted  to  continue  your  action  under  dispensation  until  the 
semi-annual  assembly. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  wish  of  your  body  cannot  be  complied 
with,  or  that  the  action  of  last  month  was  counter  to  that  wish,  yet  I 
trust  that  your  restraint  will  be  only  temporary. 

Permit  me  to  acknowledge  the  spirit  of  fairness  and  consideration  with 
which  this  question  has  been  approached,  and  the  assurance  of  confidence 
in  my  action  from  the  commander  elect  of  Gethsemane  as  well  as  your- 
self. 

Entertaining  the  highest  consideration  toward  you  and   those  you 

represent,  I  am  in  knightly  bonds, 

N.  VAN  SLYCK, 

Grand  Commander. 


• 


28  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  GRAND  (  OMMANDERY 

It  was  determined  to  await  your  action  at  this  assembly,  in 
the  hope  that  the  charter  prayed  for  may  be  authorized  to  be 
issued.  The  reasons  for  the  desire  are  so  fully  set  forth  in  the 
communication  of  E.  Sir  Knight  Winship,  that  it  will  be 
unprofitable  to  say  anything  further,  and  1  conclude,  therefore, 
this  subject,  by  a  recommendation  to  grant  the  original  petition 
without  the  qualifying  clause  in  the  vote  made  thereon  at  the 
last  assembly. 

In  reference  to  the  by-laws  of  Gethsemane,  approved  by  this 
body,  (as  said  command ery  has  not  been  constituted)  I  desire 
to  call  your  attention  thereto  more  particularly  than  was  or 
could  well  have  been  done  last  fall.  Article  V,  entitled  "vacan- 
cies," reads  as  folio v/s : 

"  Should  any  elective  office  become  vacant  from  any  cause  whatever, 
'*  tlie  Commander,  in  consultation  with  the  council,  shall  fill  such  vacancy 
**  by  appointment  until  the  succeeding  annual  election.  Any  officer  ap- 
"  pointed  by  the  Commander  who  wilfully  neglects  his  duties  for  three 
''  successive  assemblies,  shall  be  considered  as  having  relinquished  his 
"  office,  and  a  successor  shall  be  appointed." 

Such  a  by-law  is  objectionable,  and  onght  to  be  disapproved 
by  this  Grand  Body.  It  gives  to  the  commander  of  a  subordi- 
nate commandery  a  power  that  is  even  greater  than  that  of  the 
Grand  Commander,  to  wit,  the  power, 'among  other  things,  of 
appointing  a  Generalissimo  and  Captain-General,  both  of  whom 
would  have  votes  in  the  Grand  Body  as  representing  the  subor- 
dinate commandery  and  taking  away  from  the  members  of  that 
commandery  the  right  of  selection.  There  is  no  need  of  such 
a  by-law,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  the  commander  to  notify  the  Grand 
Commander  of  such  vacancy,  should  it  exist,  and  if  it  is  desir- 
able to  fill  the  office  permanently,  or  by  a  new  election  and 
installation,  a  dispensation  can  be  asked  for,  and  if  proper, 
obtained.  In  case  such  vacancy  is  not  filled  by  election  and 
installation  no  harm  can  arise,  because  the  right  is  inherent  in 
the  office  of  commander,  as  aualagous  to  the  office  of  master  of 
a  lodge,  to  fill  such  vacancy  temporarily;  such  filling,  however, 
does  not  make  such  appointee  such  officer,  but  simply  author- 
izes him  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  for  the  time  l)eing. 
It  is  therefore  recommended  that  this  by-law  be  stricken  out  of 
the  by-laws  of  Gethsemane  Commandery. 
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DIPLOMAS. 

This  Grand  Commandery  has  never  owned  a  plate  from  which 
diplomas  could  be  printed,  nor  has  it  ever  adopted  a  form  of 
diploma,  but  heretofore  has  relied  upon  Boston  Commandery 
for  the  blanks  used  for  the  pui-pose  of  issue. 

It  should  never  have  been  permitted  by  this  Grand  Body  that 
it  should  have  been  thus  dependent,  nor  indeed  should  any 
diploma  be  permitted  to  issue  except  by  the  authority  or  direc- 
tion of  the  Grand  Body.  This  proposition,  however,  need  not 
be  elaborated,  for  the  source  from  which  our  supply  has  been 
obtained  has  failed,  and  now  there  is  neither  form  adopted  nor 
plate  from  which  to  print.  Boston  Commandery  suffered  a  loss 
of  its  plate  by  the  fire.  This  information  was  conveyed  to  me 
on  the  25th  of  November  last,  and  I  therefore  immediately 
appointed  our  R.  E.  Past  Grand  Commanders  Winslow  Lewis, 
Charles  W.  Moore,  and  William  W.  Baker,  a  committee,  (and 
whose  appointment  I  ask  you  to-day  to  reiiffirm,)  to  take  into 
consideration  this  subject  and  to  report  at  this  Assembly 
design,  cost,  &c.,  for  a  diploma  and  plate.  I  did  this  that  there 
might  be  no  delay  in  our  being  provided  in  this  respect  in 
accordance  with  our  requirements. 

BOSTON  FIRE. 

Since  our  last  assembly  a  great  calamity  has  befallen  the  city 
of  Boston,  resulting  in  the  destruction  of  property  (so  well 
known  to  most  of  you  how  much)  in  a  sum  unequalled,  save, 
perhaps,  once  in  our  history,  yet  as  large  and  as  extensive  as 
was  this  conflagralion,  the  loss  to  Masonic  or  Templar  organi- 
zations was  but  trifling.  Many,  however,  of  our  companions 
who  were  affluent,  so  contributed  to  this  loss  as  to  have  been 
reduced  to, poverty,  still  no  voice  of  complaint  has  come  up  to 
us  from  any.  Boston  masons  have  stood  forth  proud  in  their 
misfortunes  it  may  be,  yet  strong,  administering  to  their  own 
needy,  dependent  only  upon  tliemselves.  It  is,  however,  pleas- 
ant to  know  that  the  hearts  of  our  brethren  distant  from  the 
scene  of  suffering  were  quick  to  feel  the  misfortunes  of  the  Bos- 
ton brethren  and  that  their  hands  were  ready  to  aid  and  assist 
them.    As  was  natural  the  tender  of  aid  was  generally  made 


30  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  GRAND  COMMAKDERY 

to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  Massachusetts.  One, 
however,  came  to  me,  and  that  from  one  of  our  younger  organ- 
izations.   It  was  as  follows : 

Masonic  Orders,  Statk  op  Nebraska. 

Nebraska  City,  November  14, 1872. 

To  the  Masonic  fraternity  of  Masmchnsetts  : 

Brothers,  Companions  and  Sir  Knights  :— Hearing,  witli  sorrow, 
the  terrible  calamity  which  recently  befell  the  city  of  Boston,  and  know- 
ing that  our  beloved  fraternity  must  have  suffered  in  common  with 
others,  by  reason  of  the  late  conflagration,  and  desirous  of  doing  our 
duty  in  such  an  emergency,  we  hereby,  in  behalf  of  the  craft  in  this 
young  State,  extend  our  sincere  and  heartfelt  sympathies,  and  ask  that  in 
tJie  event  of  our  brethren  in  Boston  absolutely  needing  assistance,  we  be 
permitted  to  contribute  material  aid  to  the  suffering  and  needy,  from  our 
granaries,  storehouses  and  purses.  We  are  ready  and  anxious  to  aid  the 
distressed  to  the  extent  of  our  ability. 

Be  kind  enough  to  indicate  in  what  manner  we  can  best  serve  those  in 
want,  if  such  there  be. 

Address  William  E.  Hill,  Grand  Master,  Nebraska  City,  Nebraska. 

Fraternally, 

WILLIAM  E.  HILL,  Grand  Master. 

ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON,  Grand  High  Priest. 

ROBERT  W.  FURNAS,  Grand  Commander. 

Having  ascertained  the  feelings  and  position  of  the  Sir 
Knights  of  Eastern  Massachusetts,  I  made  to  this  communica- 
tion the  following  answer : 

Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant 
Orders  op  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

Office  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander, 
Providence,  R.  I.,  December  7th,  A.  D.  1872. 

To  R.  E.  Robert  W.  Furnas^  Orand  Commander  of  tJie  Grand  Commandery 
of  Nebraska : 

Right  Eminent  Sir:— A  communication  signed  by  you  in  conjunction 
with  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  and  the  M.  E.  High  Priesrof  your  State, 
addressed,  **  To  the  Masonic  Fratf^nity  of  Massachusetts,"  has  been  for- 
warded to  me  by  our  Grand  Recorder  and  is  now  before  me. 

The  city  of  Boston  has  indeed  undergone  a  great  calamity,  and  many 
of  our  companion  Knights-  have  suffered  thereby ;  yet  I  am  not  advised 
of  any  needs  that  can  not  or  will  not  be  supplied  by  the  Sir  Knights  of 
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Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Ishind.  Notwithstauding  this,  it  is  still  grati- 
fying to  be  able  to  record  the  fact  of  your  generous  offer  and  to  gratefully 
acknowledge  3'our  kind  words  of  sympathy. 

Well  have  you  conned  the  lessons  taught  in  our  splendid  ritual  and 
faithfully  do  you  strive  to  give  vitality  to  those  lessons,  and  although  we 
dip  not  our  hands  in  your  ^'granaries,  storehouses  and  purses,"  yet  will 
we  draw,  and  that  liberally,  ui)on  your  kind  feelings,  and  return  you 
therefor  our  sincerest  thanks.  Such  offers  as  you  have  made  to  the 
Masonic  fraternity  of  Massachusetts  gives  another  of  the  many  proofs  of 
the  "  oneness"  of  our  institution. 

In  behalf  of  the  Sir  Knights  of  Miissachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  I  am 
yours  in  knightly  bonds. 

K  VAN  SLYCK, 

Grand  Commander. 


GRAND  ENCAMPMENT  TAX. 

I  am  again  under  the  necessity  of  calling  your  attention  to 
the  United  States  Grand  Encampment  tax,  a  necessity  imposed 
by  a  correspondence  had  with  the  E.  Grand  Recorder  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  which  correspondence  I  herewith  submit. 

Office  Granu  Recorder  Grand  Encampment  KNiGirra  Templar, 

U.  8. 

Iowa  City,  Iowa,  November  4th,  1872. 

Nidiolas  Van  Sl^ck,  Grand  Commander ^  Providence^  Bhode  Island : 

Dear  Sir  Knight  :— I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  construction  ' 
of  Paragraph  1,  Section  I,  Article  Fourth,  Constitution,  page  25 ;  and 
page  253  of  the  Proceedings  of  1871.  In  the  protracted  labor  of  the  prep.^ 
aration  of  those  volumes  I  had  overlooked  the  matter,  and  therefore  sent 
out  no  blanks  or  circulars  in  relation  thereto.  In  the  mean  time,  as  I  only 
learned  at  a  later  period,  some  few  of  the  Grand  Commanderies  forwarded 
to  the  Grand  Treasurer,  direct,  (instead  of  this  office)  the  dues  for  1871 ; 
so  in  reporting  to  this  office,  in  response  to  my  blanks  of  1872,  several 
(one-fourth)  of  the  Grand  Commanderies  have,  besides  the  dues  of  August, 
1872,  forwarded  also  the  dues  of  1871. 

This  led  to  an  examination  of  the  law  and  to  a  consultation  with  the 
GrandMaster  (Fellows)  as  to  the  true  meaning  and  intent,  and  he  prompt- 
ly decided  that  the  matter  was  fully  understood  at  Baltimore,  and  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  law  contemplates  that  the  dues  of  1871  accrued 
from  that  daie^  September  22,  1871,  and  were  based  in  amount  upon  the 
returns  of  the  several  Grand  Commanderies  by  their  subordinates  of  Au- 
gust 1st,  1871.    Such  being  the  case,  those  offlcere  thftt  looked  at  tbe  law 
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themselves  at  once  sent  in  the  dues  of  1871,  and  since  then  others  have 
with  those  of  1872. 

I  regret  that  through  my  neglect  to  send  out  at  the  proper  time  a  circu- 
lar, or  blank  returns  for  1871,  that  several  of  the  Grand  Commanderics, 
yours  among  the  number,  have  omitted  to  send  up  the  dues  —  five  cents 
for  each  member  of  the  jurisdiction,  August  1st,  1871  —  for  1871  with 
those  of  1872,  as  others  of  the  Grand  Gommanderies  have  promptly  done. 
So  it  seems  that  those  officers  and  bodies  that  have  for  themselves  ex- 
amined the  law  have  intuitively  construed  it  as  has  the  M.  E.  Grand 
Master — that  dues  for  1871  ought  and  should  be  paid  to  the  Grand  En- 
campment. 

There  is  a  good  and  sufl^cient  reason  for  this,  in  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  to  support  the  wisdom  and  the  evident  intention  of  the  law-makers, 
in  that  funds  are  imperatively  neeiled  to  meet  the  greatly  increased  ex- 
penditure of  the  Grand  Encampment,  consequent  upon  the  greatly 
increased  interest  in  the  body  itself  and  the  Order  of  Templars,  growing 
out  of  the  Baltimore  session.  The  Grand  Encampment  has  given  to  its 
constituents  a  volume  of  proceedings,  costing  more  to  itself  in  the  num- 
ber sent  to  each  than  the  annual  dues  received  therefrom ;  so  that  each 
Grand  Commandery  gets  at  once  value  received.  This  volume,  in  its  cost 
of  quality,  quantity  and  illustrations,  is  but  a  legitimate  outgrowth  of  the 
times,  and  I  labored  for  nine  months  to  make  it  honorable  and  creditable 
to  the  Grand  Encampment,  its  constituent  Grand  and  Subordinate  Gom- 
manderies, and  have  the  vain  hope  that  I  was  not  unsuccessful.  This 
volume  cost  a  large  sum  and  is  a  creditable  monument  of  the  time  and 
the  occasion. 

Besides,  it  became  necessary  to  issue  a  new  edition  of  the  Constitution, 
and  I  seized  the  occasion  to  make  it  a  fxtde  mecum  to  the  officers  ot  the 
Grand  and  Subordinate  Bodies.  It  needs  no  commendation,  even  if  I  did 
it  and  bespeak  its  praise,  as  it  fillb  a  want  long  and  seriously  felt.  Com- 
*pare  it  with  the  edition  of  18G9,  of  sixteen  pages.  This  too  has  increased 
the  expenditures  largely. 

The  " Proceedingrt "  were  issued  without  the  "Book  of  Templar 
Masonry,"  (see  preface)  so  as  to  avoid  delay.  The  latter  was  promised  at 
an  early  day  ;  it  is  prepared,  and  its  publication  withheld  now  for  want  of 
funds.  If  the  remaining  Grand  Gommanderies  promptly  respond  upon 
this  call,  as  did  several  voluntarily,  it  will  be  sent  to  press,  and  the  his- 
tory of  that  session  and  the  past  made  complete. 

Courteously, 

T.  S.  PARVIN. 

My  answer  to  the  I'oregoing  was  us  follows ; 
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Gkand  Commandeky  of  Knights  Textplabs  and  the  Appendant 
Orders  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

Office  op  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander, 

Providence,  R.  I.,  December  7th,  1872. 

Dear  Sir  Knight:— I  have  delayed  answering  yours  of  November 
4th,  A.  D.  187*^,  for,  among  other  reasons,  the  reason  that  my  copy  of  the 
amended  Constitution  was  being  bound  and  therefore  not  accessible. 

Upon  an  examination  of  the  question  raised,  my  view  is  as  follows: 
that  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  should 
have  paid  to  the  Grand  Encampment  dues  of  five  cents  upon  each  Isnight 
in  the  jurisdiction,  the  same  to  be  based  upon  the  returns  made  to  our 
Grand  Commandery  preceding  our  annual  assembly  in  October,  1871  ; 
wliich  sum,  with  our  returns,  should  be  forwai'ded  to  the  Grand  Recorder, 
previous  to  August  1st,  1873.  This  sum  and  return,  I  am  advised,  was 
forwarded.  Our  next  dues  are  founded  upon  returns  made  to  our 
next  annual  assembly,  in  October,  1872,  and  should  be  forwarded,  with 
returns,  to  you  before  next  August,  and  the  same  will  be  forwarded  to 
you  next  month.  To  give  any  other  construction  to  the  Constitution  is 
forced. 

The  Grand  Encampment  acted  upon  this  matter  September  22,  A.  D. 
1871,  and  nothing  in  the  language  indicates  that  the  provision  was  intended 
to  be  retroactive,  and,  therefore,  by  all  rules  of  construction  it  must  be 
future  in  its  intendment.  Applying  this  rule,  we  find  that  on  and  after 
September  22,  A.  D.  1871,  State  Grand  Commanderies  shall  pay,  etc., 
for  each  knight  returned,  etc.,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
preceding  August  the  first  in  each  year ;  therefore,  at  the  annual  assem- 
bly of  our  Grand  Commandery,  after  adjournment  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  owed 
and  should  have  paid  and  did  pay  a  sum  equal  to  returns  to  it,  at  the  rate 
of  five  cents  per  knight.  And  so  of  the  next,  or  this,  year,  it  again  should 
pay  in  the  same  manner,  according  to  returns  made  at  its  annual  session 
in  October  last. 

Our  Grand  Body  intends  to  meet  all  its  obligations,  and  you  may  rely 
upon  its  early  action  in  reference  to  this  matter. 

I  am  yours  in  knightly  bonds, 

N.  VAN  SLYCK, 

Grand  Commander. 
To  T.  S.  Parvin,  Esq., 

Eminent  Grand  Recorder  of  Grand  Encampment. 

This  correspondence  was  continued  ai)d  ended  by  the  receint 
of  the  following  : 
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Office  Grand  Recorder  Grand  Ei^campmunt  Knightb 

Templar,  U.  S. 

Iowa  City,  Iowa,  January  4th,  1873. 

Nicholas  Van  8lyek^  Qrand  Gominander  Grand  dommandery  Massachu- 
setts and  Bhode  Island^  Providence^  K  I. 

Dear  Sir  Knight  : — I  had  occasion  to  write  you  relative  to  the  dues 
of  your  Grand  Commandery  for  1871,  to  which  3'our  reply  was  duly 
received. 

I  have  submitted  my  report  to  the  Grand  Master  for  September  Ipt 
and  supplemented  to  December  31st,  1872,  and  reported  no  dues  received 
from  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Inland,  (Georgia  and  Texas.) 

My  attention  has  just  been  called,  by  looking  over  my  letter  files,  lo  a 
letter  of  John  W.  Simmons,  Grand  Treasun;r,  of  September  21st,  1872, 
in  which  he  says  that  "the  assessment  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island 
for  1871  was  received  by  me  last  year.  I  have  not  my  book  here,  but 
will  send  you  a  special  voucher  for  both  (Massachusetts  and  New  York, 
which  had  also  been  paid  him,)  at  an  early  day.'' 

I  hold  his  receipt  for  $2,000  paid  him  by  me  including  for 

New  York,  1871, t;282  55 

do.        1872 1299  45 

but  not  a  word  of  any  sum  received  from  Massachusetts,  because  I  knew 
nothing  of  the  amount,  the  date,  and  had  even  overlooked  the  passage  in 
his  letter. 

This  has  embarrassed  me  very  much,  caused  my  letter  to  you  and  thus 
an  omission  of  credit  to  your  Grand  Commandery  in  my  report. 

Please  consult  Cush.  Art.  First,  Sec.  V,  (1)  Art.  Second,  Sec.  V,  Div.  4, 
(3)  and  Art.  Fourth,  Sec.  I,  (1)  (2)  designed  to  guard  against  such  irregu- 
larities. 

T.  S.  PARVIN, 

Grand  Recoi*der. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  point  of  difference  is  this.  That  it  is 
claimed  that  under  the  provision  of  the  constitution  adopted  at 
Baltimore,  that  this  Grand  Body  should  pay  tax  upon  returns 
made  prior  to  August,  1871,  and  before  the  adoption  of  the 
clause  referred  to,  thus  making  a  liability  piior  to  said  adop- 
tion, and  that  too  with  words  so  plain  and  unequivocal  that  I 
find  it  impossible  to  imagine  by  what  rule  such  construction 
can  be  claimed.  The  claim  which  was  made  by  your  Grand 
Comjn^nder  is  that  at  the  "  meeting  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
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preceding  August  the  first,"  after  the  adoption  of  the  provision, 
this  Grand  Body  should  collect  the  sum  required  by  the  returns 
made  to  that  Assembly,  and  that  said  amount  should  be  for- 
warded to  the  Grand  Recorder  on  or  before  the  ensuing  August. 
That  is,  there  should  have  been  paid  on  or  before  August  first, 
A.  D.  1872,  our  first  dues. 

This  being  a  matter  of  some  importance,  and  being  unwill- 
ing that  it  should  rest  upon  aay  uncertainty,  or  upon  my  own 
views,  I  ask  that  this  matter  may  be  referred  to  a  committee  to 
report  thereon. 

You  will  perceive  by  my  letter  last  above  referred  to,  that 
it  was  intended  to  forward  in  January  last  the  dues  which  we 
have  the  right  to  retain  until  August  next,  this  has  not  been 
done, 

Ist  Because  I  thought  it  advisable  to  retain  them  so  as  to 
give  you  an  opportunity  to  affirm  or  disaffirm  my  above  ex- 
pressed views,  and 

2d.  Because  the  manner  of  collecting  them  was  before  a  com- 
mittee, and  a  report  thereon  was  expected  at  this  assembly. 

POBTKAITS. 

At  the  Semi-Annual  Assembly,  held  at  Providence,  in  May 
last,  the  following  resolution  was  passed : 

^^VoUd^  That  the  Grand  Recorder  be  authorized  to  procure  a  portrait 
"  of  Sir  Winslow  Lewis,  to  be  published  with  the  next  printed  proceed - 
**  ings  of  this  Grand  Commandery.'* 

In  view  of  this  resolution  it  may  have  appeared  strange  that 
the  portrait  of  our  R.  E.  Brother  did  not  appear  in  the  last 
Abstract  of  Proceedings,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  an  explana* 
tion  is  demanded. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  at  the  time  of  action  upon  this 
matter  it  was  stated  by  the  mover,  that  ^^a  plate  is  in  the  pos- 
"  session  of  Winslow  Lewis  Lodge,  from  which  these  portraits 
"  can  be  struck,"  &c.  Our  Grand  Recorder  supposing  that  such 
plate  could  be  used,  did  not  attempt  its  possession  until  a  little 
before  the  time  that  it  was  required  for  use,  and  when  he 
sought  it,  it  was  found  that  ii  could  not  be  used  without  some 


36  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY 

change,  which  change  could  not  be  made  without  great  danger 
of  destroying  the  plate.  This  he  reported  to  me.  I  then  direc- 
ted that  he  make  an  effort  to  have  a  new  plate  engraved,  but 
this,  for  want  of  time,  and  also  because  (although  the  language 
of  the  resolution  gave  sufficient  authority)  it  was  remembered 
that  when  motion  was  made  it  was  stated  that  the  expense 
would  be  simply  the  expense  of  printing,  was  not  done. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  that  the  object  of  the  resolution 
was  not  attained,  both  on  account  of  the  worth  of  him  whose 
portrait  was  desired,  but  also  because  it  was  hoped  that  such 
action  would  be  but  the  commencement  of  that,  which  in  the 
future  at  least,  would  be  of  great  value.  Our  Abstract  of  Pro- 
ceedings may  be  regarded  as  a  settled  part  of  Templarism  in 
Ihis  jurisdiction,  and  a  most  valuable  part,  not  alone  for  to-day, 
but  for  all  time,  as  therein  can  be  obtained  a  full,  perfect,  and 
accurate  history  of  the  order  within  that  jurisdiction.  How 
much  value  will  be  given  to  such  abstracts  if  every  year  one  or 
more  portraits  of  Past  Grand  Masters  and  Commanders  shall 
form  a  part  of  them.  We  have  now  the  opportunity  of  obtain- 
ing such  portraits  of  many  from  life.  Such  opportunity  will 
soon  be  lost.  Many  have  already  been  lost.  If  we  may  not 
entirely  remedy  what  is  past  we  can  provide  against  the  future. 
There  is  but  one  objection  to  what  is  here  proposed,  and  that 
objection  is  that  it  is  taking  too  much  of  the  funds  of  the  Grand 
Body.  There  is  force  in  such  objection,  and  can  only  be  avoid- 
ed by  the  action  of  subordinate  commanderies.  If  a  subordi- 
nate commandery  will  furnish  a  plate  of  any  P^^t  Grand  Master 
or  Commander,  member  of  such  commandery  when  holding 
the  position  of  Grand  Master  or  Commander,  this  Grand  Body 
should  and  would  go  to  such  other  expense  as  may  be  necessary 
to  procure  the  portraits  for  the  purpose  suggested.  I  therefore 
recommend  that  authority  be  given  for  this  purpose  upon  a 
plate  being  furnished  as  aforesaid.  If  such  authority  is  given, 
I  will  call  the  attention  of  one  or  two  subordinates  thereto,  and 
I  feel  that  I  can  pledge  a  quick  response. 

It  is  with  great  gratification  that  I  am  able  to  again  avouch 
for  the  well  being  of  the  order,  that  peace  and  harmony  exists 
throughout  our   jurisdiction,   that  everywhere  is  prosperity, 
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with  DO  diminution  of  interest  in  the  success  and  continued 
growth  of  the  principles  of  our  institution. 

I  end  the  record  of  such  matters  as  have  come  before  or  to 
me  (which  is  deemed  of  sufficient  interest  to  report),  by  invok- 
ing upon  this  assembly  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God.  May 
he  grant  us  grace  so  to  live  as  to  reflect  honor  upon  our  insti- 
tution, and  so  to  act  as  to  assure  its  continued  prosperity.  May 
he  unite  us  more  closely  by  the  cement  of  brotherly  love,  build- 
ing up  within  us  a  juster  appreciation  of,  and  a  more  exalted 
love  for,  those  sublime  principles  that  characterize  our  order. 


•o- 


On  motion  of  E.  Sir  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  it  was  resolved, 

1.  That  so  much  of  the  address  of  the  R  E.  Grand  Commander  as 
refers  to  Gethsemane  Commandery,  (U.  D.)  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three;  and  E.  Sirs  Henry  Chickering,  Wyzeman  Marshall  and  E.  L.  Free- 
man were  api>ointed  said  committee. 

2.  That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  '"diplomas"  be  referred  to  R.  E. 
Winslow  Lewis,  Charles  W.  Moore  and  William  W.  Baker  and  that  the 
duty  imposed  upon  them  by  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  diplomas  be  ratified. 

3.  That  so  much  of  said  address  as  refers  to  correspondence  with  the 
V.  E.  Grand  Recorder  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three;  E.  Sirs  Thomas  A.  Doyle, 
William  Parkman  and  W.  W.  Baker  were  appointed  said  committee. 

4.  That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  portraits  of  Past  Grand  Masters 
and  Commanders  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ;  E.  Sirs  Tracy  P. 
Cheever,  Charles  H.  Titus  and  G.  E.  Stacy  were  appointed  said  com- 
mittee. 

5.  That  the  remainder  thereof  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three; 
V.  E.  Sir  Charles  A.  Stott,  E.  Sirs  H.  W.  Rugg  and  John  Eldred  were 
appointed  said  committee. 

E.  Sir  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  on  behalf  of  committee  No.  2, 
on  address  of  May,  1872,  known  as  committee  on  Costume 
and  Regalia,  moved  and  it  was 

Votedy  That  two  be  added  to  the  C^^mmittee. 
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Past  Grand  Masters,  E.  Sirs  Charles  W.  Moore  and  Wins- 
low  Lewis,  were  added  acordingly. 

The  committee  subsequently  submitted  the  follownng 
report : 

To  the  Qrand  Commandery  of  MoMochusetts  aiid  Rhode  Marid, 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  address  of  the 
R.  £.  Grand  Commander  delivered  May  1872,  in  relation  to  costume  and 
the  order  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Master,  entitled  Genera!  Order  No.  3,  re- 
spectfully submit  the  following  partial  report : 

In  view  of  the  great  importance  of  the  subject  matter  submitted  to  your 
committee,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Commandery  at  this 
assembly  has  seen  fit  to  increase  the  committee  by  the  addition  of  two  of 
its  oldest  Grand  Masters,  with  whom  the  original  members  have  not  yet 
had  opportunity  to  consult  and  advise,  your  committee  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  following : 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  report  in  print  to  the  Grand  Commander 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  September  next,  and  that  the  Grand  Com- 
mander cause  copies  of  the  report  to  be  generously  circulated  not  only 
among  the  officers  and  members  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  but  also 
among  the  members  of  the  several  subordinate  commanderies  through- 
out our  jurisdiction,  to  the  end  that  the  Grand  Commandery  at  its  next 
annual  assembly  may  act  upon  said  report,  calmly  and  understandingly. 

Ordered,  That  during  the  recess  of  our  Grand  Commandery  and  until 
the  next  annual  assembly,  each  and  all  of  our  Grand  OfficerH  be  instructed 
not  to  pass  or  transmit  any  order,  decree  or  direction  of  any  kind  relative 
to  costume  or  regalia  to  be  worn  by  our  subordinates  or  their  members, 
or  by  any  knight  in  our  jurisdiction. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  SEW  ALL  GARDNER, 
W.  W.  BAKER, 
THOMAS  A.  DOYLE, 
WIN8L0W  LEWIS, 
CHARLES  W.  MOORE, 
JOHN  ELDRED. 

On  motion  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  report  be  accepted  and  the  orders  adopted. 

On  motion  of  E.  Sir  Thomas  A.  Doyle  it  was 
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Voledy  That  the  committee  on  Costume  and  Regalia  have  leave  to  sit 
during  adjournment  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  report  of  committee  on  jewels, 
(see  p.  121,  proceedings  1872,)  be  read  by  the  Grand 
Recorder  ;  and  on  motion  it  was 

Votedy  That  further  consideration  of  the  subject  be  postponed  until  the 
Annual  Assembly  in  October  next. 

The  committee  on  Finance  submitted  the  following 

REPORT. 

In  Grand  Comatakdery  of  Mabsachubbtts  and  Rhode  Island, 
Semi- Annual  Assembly,  May  29,  1878. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  address  of  the 
R  £.  Grand  Commander,  delivered  before  the  last  Annual  Assembly  of 
this  Grand  Commandery,  as  relates  to  the  Finances,  having  duly  con- 
sidered the  subject  entrusted  to  them  respectfully  report* 

That  at  the  Annual  Assembly  of  this  Grand  Body  in  1870,  the  dues  to 
be  paid  by  the  Hubordinate  commanderies  of  the  jurisdiction  for  each  can- 
didate knighted,  were  reduced  from  five  dollars  to  three  dollars,  by  virtue 
of  an  amendment  of  the  Grand  Constitution,  Article  2d,  section  6th,  which 
amendment  was  adopted  at  that  Assembly.  This  amendment  was  appar- 
ently adopted  upon  the  theory  of  a  minority  of  the  committee  reporting 
upon  the  subject  who  declared  as  their  opinion  "  that  after  a  Grand  Body 
had  accumulated  a  sum  the  income  of  which  is  sufficient  to  defray  all 
needed  expenses,  in  case  their  receipts  from  candidates  should  be  cut  off, 
there  is  no  longer  a  necessity  for  maintaining  high  dues,  and  such  is  the  con- 
dition of  this  body  at  the  present  time."  If  the  minority  of  that  commit- 
tee intended  by  thi3  proposition  to  announce  as  a  proper  financial  policy, 
that  whenever  a  Grand  Body  has  accumulated  a  fund  the  interest  of 
which  will  pay  Its  ordinary  current  expenses,  such  interej3t  should  be 
devoted  solely  to  that  purpose,  with  no  annual  taxation  upon  subordi- 
nates, we  should  regard  such  a  policy  as  of  at  least  doubtful  virtue,  both 
as  regards  the  Grand  Body  and  the  subordinates.  Under  ordinary  circum- 
stances it  woUTd  seem  far  better  fpr  all  the  interests  of  our  institution  of 
such  peculiar  scope  and  character  and  with  snch  an  organization  as  ours, 
that  the  annual  income  and  profit  of  its  grand  fund  should  be  sacredly 
devoted  to  the  highest  benevolent  and  charitable  purposes  of  the  order, 
and  that  the  amount  necessary  for  the  ordinary  annual  expenses  of  the 
Grand  Body  should  be  met  by  equal  taxation  of  its  subordinates.  It  can 
hardly  be  doubted,  that  as  in  case  of  cities  and  towns  and  in  all  organiza- 
tions and  institutions  which  require,  raise  and  spend  money  in  the  inter- 
est of  all  their  constitqent  members,  the  fair  and  e<|ual  contribution  of 
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all  the  constituents  to  the  general  fund,  stimulates  the  zeal,  awakens  the 
interest,  and  fosters  the  affection  of  all  who  contribute.  By  thus  adding 
to  the  common  treasury,  each  member  feels  that  he  is  part  and  parcel  of 
the  larger  whole  which  gives  him  support,  prosperity  and  consequence. 
Should  he  be  relieved  from  the  duty  and  privilege  of  paying  the  common  tax 
to  his  city,  town,  church,  or  charitable  institution,  he  would  soon  feel  the 
sense  of  manhood  and  independence  slipping  as  it  were  from  under  his  feet, 
and  all  enthusiasm  for  or  sympathy  with  the  city,  town,  church,  or  char- 
itable institution  for  whose  support  he  has  not  paid  his  manly  share,  would 
be  darkened  or  perhaps  extinguished.  So  that  it  would  seem  that  what- 
ever may  be  the  amount  of  the  reserved  and  invested  funds  of  the  Grand 
Body,  the  yearly  interest  of  which  may  be  devoted  to  the  sweet  uses  of 
charity,  or  accumulated  for  building  or  other  praiseworthy  purposes,  the 
time  should  never  arrive  when  it  would  be  prudent  or  wise,  for  the  sub- 
ordinate commanderies  to  be  free  of  all  annual  dues  to  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery.  The  Grand  Commandery  and  its  subordinates,  so  peculiar  and 
close  is  their  relation,  are  almost  if  not  wholly  identical,  and  you  may 
sever  the  parts  of  the  human  frame,  with  as  little  danger  to-  the  life,  as  to 
cut  asunder  the  latter  from  the  former.  Each  commandery  when  pay- 
ing its  annual  dues  to  the  Grand  Body  in  effect  pays  for  its  own  support, 
its  honoi:  and  its  Happiness,  and  not  to  a  superior  organization  or  to  any 
officer  thereof. 

But  even  if  it  could  be  conceded,  that  the  proposition  of  the  minority 
of  the  committee,  to  w^hich  we  have  referred,  is  financially  a  sound  one, 
the  misfortune  attending  it  was  that  it  was  not  only  entirely  unsupported 
by  but  was  contrary  to  the  facts  as  shown  by  the  books  and  figures  of 
the  Grand  Treasurer,  and  of  the  auditing  committee,  by  which  it  appeal^ 
that  for  that  very  year,  ending  October  28th,  (1870),  the  income,  apart 
from  that  received  from  candidates,  was  $778  00,  while  the  expenses  for 
the  same  yeai  was  $2,119  18.  Here  was  a  financial  result  in  which  the 
line  somewhat  romantically  yet  humorously  drawn  by  the  celebrated 
Wilkins  Micawber,  Esq.,  which  separates  the  state  of  extreme  happiness 
and  utter  misery,  was  quite  considerably  removed  toward  the  latter  9tate. 
Indeed  the  financial  exhibit  of  the  year  1870  abundantly  demonstrated, 
in  opposition  to  the  proposition  of  the  committee,  the  necessity  not  as 
the  committee  say,  of  maintaining  high  dues,  but  of  reasonable  and  9uf' 
fident  dues,  so  that  it  is  almost  inconceivable  that  the  Grand  Command- 
ery should  have  so  far  cast  aside  its  ordinary  prudence  and  sagacity,  as  to 
have  adopted  the  amendment  to  reduce  the  amount  of  such  dues.  The 
passage  of  the  amendment  is  however  doubtless  to  be  attributed  in  part 
to  the  lack  of  a  general  understanding  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  this 
Grand  Body,  of  the  actual  financial  position  and  perhaps  in  part  to  the 
ever  welcome  suggestion  of  retrenchment  in  expenditures.  The  opera- 
tion of  this  amendment  soon  became  manifest.  At  the  adjourned  session 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  held  May  26th,  1871,  R.  E.  Sir  Benjamin 
Deajj,  then  Grand  Commander,  in  the  course  of  his  address,  observed, 
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when  speaking  of  the  effect  of  the  amendment ;--"Thi9  is  a  stop  back- 
ward, it  is  a  step  which  strikes  not  only  at  the  prosperity  aud  dignity  of 
the  Grand  Commandery,  but  at  tlie  dignity  and  prosperity  of  every  subor- 
dinate Commandery,"  and  again,  "We  are  all  one  family,  we  sympathize 
with  each  other.  If  one  of  the  family  is  sick,  weak,  or  in  want,  all  nurse, 
assist  and  pay,  for  the  Gi-nnd  Body  is  all  of  you.  If  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery is  strong,  the  subordinates  are  not  weak.  If  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery is  rich,  the  subordinates  are  not  poor,  its  strength  is  their 
strength,  its  wealth  their  wealth.  In  every  possible  aspect  of  the  case, 
the  reduction  at  this  time  is  not  opportune  in  my  judgment."  Neverthe- 
less the  objectionable  amendment  remained  as  before. 

At  the  last  Annual  Assembly  held  in  Providence,  the  present  R.  E. 
Grand  Commander,  having  had  the  best  possible  opportunity  of  witness- 
ing the  practical  effect  of  the  reduction  of  the  annual  dues,  in  his  address 
delivered  at  that  assembly,  after  giving  the  details  of  the  annual  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  preceding  year,  (which  was  the  second  year  of 
the  operation  of  the  amendment)  and  exhibiting  a  balance  against  the 
treasury  and  after  showing  how  and  why  he  has  purposely  reduced  the 
expenses  attending  the  visitation  of  the  Grand  Officers  to  the  subordi- 
nate commanderies,  as  well  as  the  other  ordinary  and  necessary  expenses, 
proceeds  very  significantly  to  inquire,  "What  then  shall  we  do?    Shall 
we  go  in  this  way  until  the  Grand  Body  is  without  funds  ?    Or,  -shall  we 
add  to  tax  upon  subordinates  ?    Shall  we  cease  printing  Abstract  of 
Proceedings  and  visitations  entirely,  or  shall  we  see  that  the  annual 
receipts  from  subordinates  be  sufficient  to  meet  this  and  other  expenses- 
This  is  no  longer  a  question  of  increasing  the  funds  of  the  Grand  Body, 
but  of  maintaining  the  integrity  of  that  fund.    There  must  be  no  more 
charity,  or  safes,  or  Grand  Encampment  taxes,  nor  other  expenses  voted, 
or  we  must  fill  our  money  drawer  with  more  funds.    From  this  state- 
ment the  mistake  of  changing  the  requirement  of  five  dollai's  to  three  as 
a  tax  for«newly  created  knights  is  manifest,  and  having  the  interest, 
dignity  and  independence  of  this  body  at  heart,  we  must  and  that  at  once 
restore  it.*'    Thus  it  sufficiently  appears  that  two  successive  Grand  Com- 
manders of  this  body,  having  necessarily  the  amplest  means  of  judging 
of  the  practical  working  of  this  unfortunate  reduction  of  the  amount  of 
dues  to  be  paid  into  our  treasury,  have  in  the  clearest  and  most  positive 
manner    officially   condemned   the   reduction.      Your   committee   are 
informed  by  the  Grand  Treasurer  of  a  circumstance  which  does  not 
appear  in  the  address  of  the  R  E.  Grand  Commander.    In  consequence 
of  the  inadequacy  of  the  receipts  to  meet  the  current  bills  against  us,  the 
Grand  Treasurer  was  obliged  during  the  last  autumn  to  give  his  note  for 
the  printer's  bill  with  interest  added,  which  note  matures  during  the 
present  month.    It  would  seem  therefore  plain  to  the  commonest  under- 
standing, and  even  entirely  apart  from  the  weight  of  testimony  given  by 
the  R.  E.  Sir  Knights  to  whom  reference  has  been  made,  that  a  financial 
exhibit  like  this,  which  is  the  result  of  the  passage  of  tUe  amendment 
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alrend}'^  so  fully  spoken  of,  should  suffice  to  effect  such  change  in  our 
policy  and  regulations  as  will  effectually  relieve  the  difficulty.  The 
affairs  of  this  Grand  Commandery  should  be  conducted  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  avoid  both  the  extremes  of  extravagance  and  parsimony.  Its 
officers  should  feel  assured  that  upon  every  occasion  of  official  visitation 
to  the  subordinates  ,they  represent  the  historic  character,  intelligence  and 
dignity  of  a  jurisdiction  which  embraces  two  of  the  oldest  and  most  hon- 
ored States  of  the  Union,  and  they  should  make  the  representation  as 
noble  and  imposing  as  their  official  relation  requires.  They  should  not 
be  stinted  as  to  the  comparatively  small  additional  expense  which  such 
a  representation  costs.  Without  such  display  or  ostentation  as  would 
perhaps  imply  the  gratification  of  personal  vanity,  let  them  be  attended 
with  a  retinue  of  prominent  and  worthy  Sir  Knights,  sufficient  to  invest 
them  with  the  true  dignity  of  these  illustrious  orders  and  of  the  Grand 
Body  which  upholds  them.  Such  visitations  by  the  Grand  Officers  who 
represent  us  all,  will  pay  more  than  their  cost,  because  they  will  give  to 
each  subordinate  a  stronger  and  more  lasting  impression  of  the  beauty, 
force  and  dignity  of  our  grand  organization,  its  tenets  and  its  ritual. 

Your  committee  in  the  course  of  their  examination  of  this  financial 
question,  have  failed  to  discover  any  lack  of  economy  on  the  part  of  the 
li.  E.  Grand  Commander  or  his  subordinate  officers,  so  far  as  their  man- 
agement of  the  expenditures  is  concerned.  On  the  contrary  these  offlcere 
seem  to  have  been  rather  obliged  from  the  meagre  condition  of  the  treas- 
ury, to  lean  very  much  to  the  line  of  parsimony,  and  thereby  more  espec- 
ially to  have  impaired  to  some  extent,  the  just  effect  and  impression  of 
their  official  visitations.  • 

What  then  is  the  proper  course  to  be  taken  in  the  premises  ?  It  is 
obvious  enough  that  the  fees  for  each  knight  created  should  be  raised, 
but  a  slight  increase  at  the  present  time  may  suffice,  and  a  larger  increase 
may  be  effected  next  year  or  at  any  other  time  in  the  future  when  its 
necessity  shall  be  shown. 

From  the  tabular  statement  submitted  by  the  Grand  Recorder  at  the 
last  Annual  Assembly,  the  whole  number  of  knights  created  in  all  the 
commanderies  of  the  jurisdiction  was  487,  and  the  whole  number  of 
commanderies  including  Gethscmane,  (U.  D.)  is  35.  Assuming  the  num- 
ber of  knights  to  be  created  this  year  and  the  next  at  500,  which  seems 
probable,  if  Section  6,  Article  2,  of  the  Grand  Constitution  should  be  so 
amended  as  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  four  dollars  instead  ot  three  for 
every  knight  created,  and  an  annual  fee  of/c<?  dollars  instead  of  three^  the 
amount  of  our  annual  receipts  would  be  increased  by  the  sum  of  $570, 
and  the  increase  would  perhaps  suffice  to  make  the  balance  good  against 
the  expenditures.  Your  committee  would  therefore  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  this  measure  of  relief  to  the  Grand  Treasury,  which 
will  be  effected  by  the  following  amendment  of  the  constitution  of  tlje 
Grand  Commandery,  viz.: 
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Amend  Section  6,  Article  2,  by  striking  out  the  word  three  in  the  sixth 
line  and  inserting  in  its  stead  the  word  four,  also  by  striking  out  in  the 
seventh  line  the  word  three  and  inserting  the  word  fite. 

Yov  the  Committee, 

TRACY  P.  CHEEVER,  Chairman. 

On  motion  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  report  be  accepted  and  the  recommendation  adopted. 

E.  Sir  Winalow  Lewis,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  so 
much  of  the  annual  address  as  relates  to  the  late  B.  Sir 
James  Salsbury,  submitted  the  following  report : 

E.  SIR  JAMES  SALSBURY, 

Pant  Grand  Captain  General,  Past  Grand  General isMhno,  and  Past 

Eminent  Commander  of 

St.  John's  Commandery,  Providence. 

"  He  was  raised  to  the  Sublime  Degree  of  Master  Mason,  June  10, 1822, 
and  continued  to  the  end  a  devoted,  consistent  and  exemplary  Mason  and 
Sir  Knight." 

"After  long  and  faithful  service,  he  died  June  10,  A.  I).  1872,  aged  80 
years." 

Our  Grand  Conmiander,  in  announcing  last  year  the  death  of  Sir  James 
Salsbury,  in  his  order  gave  the  details  of  his  Mfisonic  life,  and  of  the 
varied  official  positions  which  he  so  faithfully  performed.  It  is  unneces- 
sary for  the  committee,  therefore,  to  recapitulate  the  eminent  services 
rendered  by  him  for  so  long  a  period,  but  only  to  propose  those  resolu- 
tions  which  are  appropriate  to  perpetuate  on  our  records  the  estimate  of 
our  recrard  and  veneration. 

Resohed,  That  when  a  Masonic  patriarch  and  faithfhl  veteran  follower 
of  the  "cross"  is  called  from  our  ranks  by  the  stern  order  of  Death,  there 
remains  for  his  companions  the  pleasing  but  solemn  duty  of  paying  their 
last  tribute  of  affection  to  his  memory ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  committed  to  earth  one  who  during  a  lengthen- 
ed and  honorable  life  lias  ever  evinced  the  high  characteristics  of  a  true, 
zealous,  upright  man  and  brother. 

Resolved,  That  his  long  career  as  a  Sir  Knight,  and  high  record  of  per- 
sistent devotion  in  the  cause  of  Templarism,  positively  merit  our  grateful 
tribute. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  this  Grand  Commandery  accord  to  his  mem- 
ory the  tenderest  respect  and  affection,  and  the  prayer  that  when  we  shall 
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Step  from  the  ranks,  our  record  shall  be  as  bright  and  enduring  as  that  of 
tlie  late  Sir  James  Salsbury. 

On  motion  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  report  be  accepted  and  the  resolutions  adopted. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  Grand 
Lecturers,  made  at  the  last  annual  assembly,  (see  page  129 
Proceedings  1872)  submitted  the  following  report,  which, 
on  motion,  was  accepted : 

In  Grand  Commandery,  May  29,  1873. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  suggestions  in  reference  to 
the  ritual  of  the  orders  of  knighthood,  which  were  presented  by  the 
Grand  Lecturers  at  our  last  convocation,  have  given  the  subject  careful 
and  deliberate  consideration,  and  respectfully  offer  the  following  report. 

Believing,  as  we  do,  that  the  subject  matter  from  which  the  work  is 
dramatized  should  contain  all  of  the  essential  points  necessary  to  convey 
nn  accurate  and  correct  understanding  to  the  mind  of  every  student,  and 
that  henceforth  the  completeness  of  the  several  Lectures  should  place  the 
possibility  of  a  wrong  conception  and  execution  of  the  work  beyond  any 
fissignable  cause,  youi'  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  some  of  the 
suggestions  under  consideration  and  the  rejection  of  others,  as  set  forth  in 
the  accompanying  schedule. 

WYZEMAX  MARSHALL,  \ 

E.  H.  BRAIKARD,  [Committee. 

F.  J.  POSS,  ) 

The  Grand  Commandery  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
recommendations  made  by  the  committee  seriatim;  these 
meeting  with  very  general  approval,  it  was,  on  motion  of 
E.  Sir  George  E.  Stacy, 

Voted,  That  in  all  cases  where  the  committee  recommend  the  approval 
of  the  Grand  Lecturers'  report,  this  Grand  Commandery  approve  and 
adopt. 

In  a  few  cases  where  the  committee  did  not  approve, 
each  case  was  decided  by  vote,  and  the  report  of  the  Grand 
Lecturers,  as  amended,  was  adopted,  as  shown  in  the  secret 
archives  of  this  Grand  Commandery. 
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The  comtnittee  on  remainder  of  address  in  October,  1872, 
submitted  the  following  report : 

Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

Boston,  May  29, 1873. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  R.  E.  Grand 
Commandery's  last  "Annual  Address"  as  was  not  specially  referred,  after 
a  careful  revision  of  it,  find  two  subjects  therein  to  recommend  to  your 
attention. 

First.  The  suggestion  to  provide  by  constitutional  enactment  for  a 
permanent  "  Committee  on  Credentials," — the  necessity  for  which  com- 
mittee the  Grand  Commander  has  so  forcibly  set  forth  that  we  recommend 
to  this. body  the  adoption  of  the  following  addition  to  Section  5  of  its 
constitution : 

Under  the  heading  "Attendance  and  Proxies,"  Section  5,  add — "  The 
R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  immediately  after  his  installation,  shall  appoint 
a  committee  of  three  members  as  a  Standing  Committee  on  Credentials, 
for  the  year  ensuing,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  ascertain  and  report  to  the 
Commandery  as  early  as  may  be  at  every  assembly,  who  are  entitled  to 
seats  therein." 

Second.  The  petition  of  certain  Sir  Knights  for  a  new  Commandery  to 
be  located  at  Hyannis.  Your  committee  having  decided  to  give  all  in- 
terested ample  opportunity  to  present  their  views,  more  than  ten  days 
previous  notice  was  sent  by  mail  to  each  petitioner  whose  address  could 
be  obtained,  that  this  committee  would  be  in  session  at  the  Masonic  Tem- 
ple in  Boston,  May  1st,  at  12  o'clock,  noon,  to  hear  them.  One  petitioner 
—  Sir  Knight  R.  S.  Pope  —  alone  appeared  and  testified  substantially  as 
recorded  by  a  former  committee  (Proceedings  of  Grand  Commandery  for 
year  ending  October,  1872,  page  112),  but  very  evidently  with  diminished 
enthusiasm,  and  admitting  that  he  might  leave  and  change  his  present 
residence  from  Hyannis  at  any  time.  No  other  testimony  was  then  laid 
before  us. 

The  individual  members  of  the  committee  have  from  time  to  time  em- 
braced opportunities  as  they  have  offered,  to  inform  themselves,  and  have 
received,  almost  invariably,  discouraging  accounts  as  to  the  probable  suc- 
cess of  this  enterprise  at  the  present  time.  Six  months  ago  a  majority  of 
the  committee  then  having  the  petition  in  charge  were  "persuaded  that 
the  best  interests  of  the  petitionei's  and  the  locality  they  represent  will 
probably  be  subserved  by  the  postponement  of  the  attempt  to  establish 
this  Commandery  to  a  day  future,  not,"  they  trusted,  "far  distant,  when 
the  chances  of  a  solid  and  permanent  success  may  be  brighter  than  we 
can  now  reasonably  regard  them,"  and  they  entertained  "no  doubt  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  should  be  refused." 
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Your  present  committee  are  constrained  to  say  that,  in  their  opinion, 
time  has  rather  dimmed  than  briglitened  the  prospects  of  success;  that 
where  then  there  was  the  most  zeal,  there  is  now  evidence  of  very  little; 
that  where  there  were  then  doubts  now  there  are  adverse  certainties,  and 
they  recommend  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  refused. 

D.  M.  B.  THAXTER,  ) 
WINSLOW  LEWIS,    (^ 
THOS.  A.  DOYLE,      (  C<>™"»^^^^- 
2.  L.  BICKNELL,       J 

On  motion  it  was 

Voted ^  That  the  report  be  accepted  and  the  recommendation  adopted. 

The  Grand  Recorder  announced  that  he  had  the  records, 
by-laws  and  other  papers  of  Gethsemane  Commandery,  U. 
D.,  and  Olivet  Commandery,  U.  D.,  together  with  a  petition 
from  each,  praying  for  a  charter ;  and  they  were,  by  order 
of  the  Grand  Commander,  referred  to  the  following  com- 
mittee :  E.  Sir  Henry  Chickering,  Sir  Wyzeman  Marshall, 
and  E.  L.  Freeman. 

The  committee  having  considered  the  foregoing  peti- 
tions, etc.,  subsequently  reported  as    follows  : 

In  Guand  Commandery, 

Boston,  Mass.,  May  29th,  1873. 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Dawes 
Coolidge  and  thirty  other  Knights  Templars,  for  a  charter  for  a  command- 
ery to  be  located  at  Newtonville,  Mass.,  under  the  name  of  Gethsemane 
Commandery,  have  attended  to  that  duty,  and  find  that  their  records  are 
finely  kept  and  show  a  large  amount  of  work  under  dispensation,  and 
indicate  great  prosperity.  The  by-laws  have  been  examined,  and  we 
have  stricken  out  Art.  5,  relating  to  vacancies  in  offlcei's  and  with  one  or 
two  other  slight  alterations  made,  r^ommend  their  adoption  and  that  the 
petition  be  granted  and  a  charter  issue. 

HENRY  CHICKERING,      ) 
WYZEMAN  MARSHALL,  [  Committee. 
E.  L.  FREEMAN,  \ 

On  motion  it  was 

Votedf  That  the  report  be  accepted  and  the  recommendation  adopted. 

It  was  alHO 
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Voted^  That  Gcthsemane  Commandery  shall  take  rank  and  precedence 
from  the  date  of  its  dispensation,  to  wit :  May  20,  1872. 

In  Grand  Commandery, 

Boston,  Mass.,  May  29, 1873. 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  George  W. 
Keene  and  forty-four  otlier  Knights  Templars,  for  a  charter  for  a  subor- 
dinate Commandery,  to  be  located  at  L^'nn,  Mass.,  under  the  name  of 
Olivet  Commandery,  together  with  the  papers  relating  thereto,  have 
attended  to  the  same,  and  after  numerous  alterations  to  the  very  extended 
code  of  by-laws,  recommend  that  with  these  alterations  they  be  approved. 
The  records  are  fairly  kept,  and  your  committee  recommend  that  the 
petition  be  granted  and  a  charter  issue. 

HENRY  CHICKERING,      . 
VVYZEMAN  MARSHALL,     Committee. 
E.  L.  FREEMAN,  ^ 

On  motion  it  was 

Votedj  That  the  report  be  accepted  and  the  recommendation  adopted. 

On  motion  of  E.  Sir  Thomas  A.  Dovle  it  was 

Voted^  Tlitit  one  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  Grand  Encampment 
per  capita  tax. 

V.  E.  Sir  Charles  A.  Stutt  was  added  to  tlie  committee, 
who  subsequently  reported  as  follows : 

To  TiiE  R.  E.  Gkand  Commandkry  of  Massaciitsetts  and 

Rhode  Island. 

The  commiitee  to  whom,  at  the  annual  as.sembly  in  October  last,  was 
referred  eo  much  of  the  address  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  delivered 
at  that  assembly,  as  relates  to  the  **  Grand  Encampment  tax,"  make  this 
report : 

The  Grand  Encampment  tax  is  "  an  amount  equal  to  five  cents  for  each 
Sir  Knight  returned  as  a  member  of  their  respective  subordinate  com- 
manderies,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Commandery  preceding  August 
the  fii*flt  in  each  year,"  and  is  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  on  or  before  said  day,  and  this  sum  is  levied  and 
collected  by  order  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  clear  to  your  committee  that  as  this  tax  is  levied  upon  each  Sir 
Knight  it  should  be  paid  either  by  the  Sir  Knight  or  by  the  subordinate 
commandery  for  him.  It  is  not  an  assessment  made  upon  this  Grand  Com- 
piandery  but  upon  the  Sir  Knights  borne  upon  the  rolls  of  the  subordinate 
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commaiideries  of  this  jurisdiction.  Your  committee,  therefore,  recom- 
mend that  the  subordinate  commanderies  be  required  to  transmit  to  the 
Grand  Recorder  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  with  their  annual  returns  in 
each  year,  a  sum  equal  to  five  cents  for  each  Sir  Knight  borne  upon  their 
roll  of  membership,  and  that  the  subordinate  commanderies  be  also  au- 
thorized to  collect  this  tax  from  their  members  if  they  desire  to  do  so. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOS.  A.  DOYLE,  ) 

CHAS.  A.  STOTT,  V  Committee. 

HENRY  CHICKERING,  ) 
Boston,  May  29,  1873. 

On  motion  it  was 

Voted^  That  the  report  be  accepted  and  the  recommendations  adopted. 

The  roll  was  now  called  and  the  following  Commanderies 
were  found  to  be  represented : 

Saint  Joiin'8,  Saint  Bernakd,  Godfrey  De  Bouillon, 

Boston,  Old  Colony,  Joseph  Warren, 

Newbury  PORT,  Sutton,  Narragansett, 

Washington,  Bethany,  William  Parkman, 

Worcester  County,  Winslow  Lewis,  South  Shore, 

Springfield,  Jerusalem,  Bristol, 

Holy  Sepulchre,  Hugh  De  Payens,  Trinity, 

Pilgrim,  Saint  Omer,  Natick, 

Palestine,  Woonsocket,  Cceur  De  Lion, 

MiLFOTU),  Connecticut  Valley,  Gethsemane,  (U.  D.) 

Olivet,  (U.  D.) 

PROXIES. 

Sir  George  H.  Buhnham,  of  Saint  John's  Commandery,  for  E.  Sir 
Albert  H.  Cushman,  Eminent  Commander. 

Sir  Walter  Blodget,  of  Saint  John's  Commandery,  for  Sir  Robert 
E.  D welly.  Generalissimo. 

Sir  Samuel  N.  Dyer,  of  Old  Colony  Commandery,  for  Sir  James  F. 
Cox,  Generalissimo. 

The  hour  having  arrived  which  was  announced  for  the 
exemplification  of  the  order  of  the  Red  Cross,  the  Grand 
ComiBandery  was  adjourned  for  the  purpose  of  allowing 
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Coeur  de  Lion   Commandery,   under   the  direction  of  Sir 
Charles  M.  Avert,  Grand  Lecturer,  to  proceed. 

Officers  of  Casur  de  Lion  Gomvfiandery^  Knights  Templars. 

E.  Sir  William  H.  Kent E.  Commander. 

Sir  William  Patterson Generalissimo. 

Sir  John  B.  Wilson Captain  General. 

Sir  Rev.  William  T.  Stowe Prelate. 

Sir  Howard  F.  Rowe Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Caleb  Rand Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Amos  Stone Treasurer. 

Sir  Samuel  E.  Chandler. Recorder. 

Sir  William  C.  Murray Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  Daniel  C.  Stillson Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  George  H.  Allen Warder. 

Sir  James  W.  Pooh,  i  i 

Sir  George  L.  Baxter,  •- -|  Captains  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  John  Bartlett,         ^  ' 

Sir  Israel  F.  Crafts Sentinel. 

And  forty-five  Knights  in  line,  fully  uniformed. 

S.  E.  CHANDLER, 

Recorder. 

The  following  certificate  waa  also  received: 

CcErR  DE  Lion  Commandery,  Knights  Templars. 

Charlestown,  Mass.,  May  27,  1873. 

Tills  is  to  certify  that  at  an  as.senibly  of  Cceur  de  Lion  Commandery, 
held  on  the  29th  day  of  April,  1873,  Companion  John  P.  Hilton,  hav- 
ing been  constitutionally  proposed,  was  balloted  for  and  admitted  to 
receive  the  orders  of  Knighthood  in  said  Commandery. 

Attetit:  S.  E.  CHANDLER. 

Recorder. 

During  the  adjournment  of  the  Grand  Commandery  the 
customary  banquet  was  served  under  the  care  of  Coeur  de 
Lion  Commandery,  at  one  and  one -half  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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AFTERNOON  ASSEMBLY. 

After  the  completion  of  the  work  by  Coeur  de  Lion  Com- 
raandery  the  Grand  Commandery  was  called  to  order  at 
three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  on  so  much  of  the  address  in  May,  1872, 
as  refers  to  a  "  Templar  Manual,''  submitted  the  following 
report. 

To  THK  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachuhetts  and  Khodk 

Island. 

The  committee  to  whom,  at  the  semi-annual  session  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery in  1872,  was  referred  so  much  of  the  address  of  the  R.  E.  Grand 
Commander  as  relates  to  a  '*  Templar  ritual,"  respectfully  report : 

That  after  a  careful  examination  of  tlie  proceedings  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  concurrent  action  of  this  Grand 
Commandery,  your  committee  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  duties 
expected  of  them  by  their  appointment  have,  in  the  main,  been  antici- 
pated by  the  higher  authorities,  and  tliat  in  view  of  this  condition  of  the 
subject,  any  labor  or  suggestions  of  theirs,  tending  to  a  revision  of  the 
ritual  or  any  part  of  it,  as  it  now  stands,  would  be  practically  unavailing 
and  useless. 

The  ritual  may,  in  general  terms,  be  said  to  consist  of  four  sections  or 
parts,  to  wit: — 

First.  The  esoteric  or  ceremonial,  including  the  secret  work  of  the 
asylum.  By  the  first  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment of  the  United  States,  Section  V,  Division  1,  it  is  made  the  duty  of 
the  Grand  Master  to  see  that  "  the  dress,  tcork  and  discipline  of  Templar 
Masonry  everywhere'  are  uniform."  And  by  Article  IV,  Rule  8,  it  is 
further  required  of  him,  **  at  each  triennial  meeting,  if  time  permit,  to 
cause  an  exemplification  of  the  loork  appertaining  to  the  orders  of  knight- 
hood, to  be  exhibited  before  the  Grand  Encampment;  and  also  to  correct, 
officially,  all  irregularities  and  discrepancies  that  exist."  These  provi. 
sions  of  the  general  constitution  of  the  order  clearly  and  emphaticall}'^ 
place  the  entire  control  of  the  secret  ritual,  or  esoteric  work  of  the  asylum, 
in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  and  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  State  Grand  (yommanderies,  except  so  far  as  it  may  be 
necessary  for  the  correction  of  their  own  errors  and  the  preservation  of 
uniformity  with  the  standard  adopted  by  the  supreme  body.  Whether 
that  standard  be  the  highest  attainable  or  whether  it  faithfully  represents 
the  ritual  as  originally  promultrated  by  the  Masonic  fathers,  are  questions 
which  rpay  be  properly  discussed  before  the  Grand  Encampment,  where 
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alone  the  power  of  correction  lies,  but  do  not  fall  within  the  duties  as- 
signed to  your  committee. 

Second.  The  second  part  of  the  ritual,  as  your  committee  have  divided 
it,  includes  the  ceremonies  and  charges  used  in  constituting  and  dedicating 
commanderies,  and  the  installation  of  their  officers.  All  these  charges 
and  ceremonies,  with  the  necessary  directions,  have  been  fixed  by  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  and  may  be  found  in  the 
printed  proceedings  of  the  fourteenth  triennial  session  of  that  body  in 
1859.  They  were  approved  and  autfiorieed  to  be  used  in  the  commanderies 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  How  far  this  author* 
ization  is  to  be  received  as  obligatory  and  binding  on  the  State  Grand 
Commanderies  might  be  a  question  of  debate  were  it  one  of  material  im- 
portance; but  as  the  forms  of  installation  in  common  use  in  all  the  de- 
partments of  Masonry  are,  except  in  their  essential  particulars  (in  which 
all  agree),  usually  accepted  as  indicating  a  general  course  of  proceedings, 
rather  than  a  strict  vocabulary  of  words  to  be  followed  by  the  installing 
officer,  your  committee  are  disposed  to  leave  the  question  of  doubt  where 
it  stands. 

Third.  In  their  third  division  your  committee  place  the  modern  funeral 
service,  used  at  the  burial  of  deceased  members  of  the  order ;  and  for  this 
purpose  the  Grand  Encampment,  in  1859,  adopted  a  formula,  the  use  of 
which,  by  special  order,  it  '^enjoins  upon  the  commanderies,  grand  and 
subordinate,  within  its  jurisdiction."  This  enjoinment  or  command  your 
committee  regard  as  final  and  obligatory  on  the  subordinates  until  revoked 
and  abrogated  by  the  enacting  power.  The  formula  is  printed  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  Grand  Encampment  fpr  1859,  to  which  your  committee 
refer. 

Fourth.  Your  committee,  for  the  sake  of  convenience,  admit  as  a 
distinct  and  separate  division  of  the  ritual  what  is  popularly  known  as  the 
driil  or  military  movement  of  the  order.  A  manual  for  this  purpose  was 
adopted  by  this  Grand  Gommandery  in  1869,  and  is  believed  by  your 
committee  to  be  as  full  and  acceptable,  and  as  well  adapted  to  the  pur- 
poses for  which  it  is  intended  as  any  that  has  heretofore  been  submitted 
for  the  general  approval  of  the  order.  The  subject,  however,  is  now 
pending  before  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  and  this 
circumstance  would  seem  to  render  any  immediate  action  with  a  view  to 
finality,  if  not  entirely  improper,  at  least  indelicate  and  without  any 
certainty.  But,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Encampment  will  not 
be  in  session  again  until  the  fall  of  1874,  your  committee  decided,  as  a 
preliminary  measure  in  anticipation  and,  perhaps,  in  aid  of  the  pending 
action  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  to  refer  the  manual,  as  adopted  by 
this  grand  body,  to  a  sub- committee  of  their  own  number,  for  revision 
and  report,  which  report  is  herewith  submitted  to  your  disposal.  If  ap- 
proved by  this  body,  your  committee  recommend  that  the  same  be* 
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printed  and  sent  to  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States  and  to  each  Grand  Commandeiy  within  its  jurisdiction,  and  that 
3'^our  delegates  to  the  Grand  Encampment  in  1874  be  instructed  to  officially 
ask  for  its  consideration  by  that  body. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 


Boston,  May,  1873. 


CHAH.  W.  xMOORE, 
CHAS.  A.  STOTT, 
JOHN  ELDRED, 
WM.  W.  BAKER, 
E.  L.  FREEMAN, 
A.  F.  CHAPMAN, 


j- Committee. 


On  motion  it  was 

Voted^  To  accept  the  report,  except  Paragraph  4,  or  so  much  as  i*elalf*9 
to  drill,  which  was  recommitted  to  the  same  committee. 


The  committee  on  diplomas  reported  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  sulyect  of  a  diploma  for  this 
Grand  Commandery  report : 

That  the  plate  of  the  diploma  wliich  has  been  used  for  many  years  wan 
the  property  of  Boston  Commandery,  and  was  destroyed  in  the  great  fire 
of  Nov.  9  and  10, 1872.  Your  committee  deem  it  proper  and  expedient 
that  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  should 
have  a  diploma,  emanating  from  this  appropriate  official  head,  and  there- 
fore recommend  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  with  full  powers, 
to  have  a  diploma  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  above  suggestion. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


WINSLOW  LEWIS, 

CHAS.  W.  MOORE,  [Committee. 

W.  W.   BAKER,         ) 


) 


On  motion  it  was 


Votedy  That  the  report  be  accepted  and  the  recommendation  adopted. 


The  following  communication  was  received,  read  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  costume  and 
regalia : 
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Grand  Commandery  op  Maine. 

Portland,  May  22,  1878, 

To  R.  E.  N.  Van  Slyek,  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
MasMchusetts  and  Rh/nle  Idand : 

At  the  annual  conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Maine,  held  May 
7, 1878,  the  following  officers  were  elected : 

R.  E.  John  W.  Ballou,  of  Bath Grand  Commander. 

V.  E.  George  M.  Holmes,  of  Gardiner Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

E.  Lemuel  Bradford,  of  Bangor Grand  Generalissimo. 

E.  Seth  G.  Gordon,  of  Portland Grand  Captain  General. 

E.  Ira  B^rrt,  of  Portland Grand  Recorder. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

B&iolved^  That  this  Grand  Commandery  respectfully  protests  against 
the  M.  E.  Grand  Master^s  Order,  No.  8,  which,  directly  after  the  meeting 
of  the  Grand  Encampment,  to  wluch  the  question  was  not  submitted, 
abolished,  by  decision,  the  right  to  wear  the  black  uniform  in  certain  old 
commanderies,  which  right  was  guarantied  them  by  special  resolution 
when  a  regiTlatinn  uniform  was  first  adopted,  and  which,  they  claim,  has 
never  been  repealed,  which  opinion  is  apparently  conlirmed  by  the  action 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  and  successive  Grand  Masters  for  over  ten 
years. 

Resoited^  That  this  Grand  Commandery  respectfully  petitions  the 
Grand  Encampment  to  assign  to  the  respective  Grand  Commanderies  the 
right  to  prescribe  the  uniform,  each  witliin  its  own  jurisdiction. 

Be^tedy  That  our  sister  Grand  Commanderies  be  solicited  to  Join  us  in 
this  request,  and  that  we  appeal  to  their  high  sense  of  chivalry  not  to  al- 
low the  rights  of  the  weak  to  be  trampled  upon  by  the  strong. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  them  to  you,  and  earnestly  request  that 
you  will  present  them  to  your  Grand  Commandery,  and  request  their 
favorable  action  and  concurrence  with  them. 

Most  courteously  yours, 

JOHN  W.  BALLOU, 

Grand  Commander. 
Attest:        IRA  BERRY, 

Grand  Recorder. 


On  motion  of  V.  E.  Sir  Charles  A.  Stott  it  was 

Vofedf  To  dispense  with  the  work  on  the  order  of  Malta,  and  also  with 
the  rehearsal  of  the  lectures. 
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The  Grand  £Jommaiidery  again  adjourned,  for  the  purpose 
of  witnessing  the  work  on  the  order  of  the  Temple  by  Coeur 
de  Lion  Commandery,  with  the  same  ofBcers^  under  the 
direction  of  Sir  E.  Dana  Bancroft,  Grand  Lecturer. 

At  the  close  of  the  work,  as  above,  the  R.  E.  Grand  Com- 
mander called  the  Grand  Commandery  to  order  for  the 
despatch  of  business. 

V.  E.  Sir  Charles  A.  Stott  ofifered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  unanimously  adopted : 

Besohedf  That  this  Grand  Commandery  congralulate  Coeur  de  Lion 
Commandery  on  the  attention  they  have  given  to  the  instruction  of  the 
Grand  Lecturers,  and  on  the  correct  and  satisfactory  manner  in  which  the 
work  on  the  orders  of  the  Red  Cross  and  Temple  has  been  this  day  ex- 
emplified ;  and  that  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Commandery  are  herby  re- 
turned to  that  body  for  its  zeal  and  skill  in  Templar  Masonry. 

It  was 

Ordered^  That  the  Grand  Recorder  send  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tion to  Coeur  de  Lion  Commandery. 

The  Committee  on  so  much  of  the  address  in  October, 
1S72,  as  relates  to  parades  and  pilgrimages,  were  granted 
until  October,  1873,  to  make  their  report. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  R.  E.  Grand  Com- 
mander requested  the  Sir  Knights  to  join  in  devotions  with 
the  E.  Grand  Prelate,  after  which  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Rhode  Island  was  declared  adjourned. 

Attest:  ALFRED  F.  CHAPMAN, 

Grand  Recorder. 
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SPECIAL    ASSEMBLY, 

June  12,  1873. 

A  Special  Assembly  of  the  Grand  Gommanderv  of 
Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Rhode  Island  was  held  in  Newtonville  on 
Thursday  afternoon,  June  12,  1873,  at  six  o'clock. 

Grand  Officers  Present 

Sir  Nicholas  Van  Slyck R,  E.  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Charles  A.  Stott V.  E.  Depnty  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Horace  Daniels E.  Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sir  Henry  Chickerino E.  Grand  Captain  General. 

Rev.  Sir  George  S.  Noyes E.  Grand  Prelate. 

Sir  Tracy  P.  Cueever E.  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  John  De-\n E.  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  William  Parkman E.  Grand  Treasurer 

Sir  Alfred  F.  Chapman E.  Grand  Recorder. 

E.  Sir  Stafford  W.  Razee Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

E.  Sir  Edwin  J.  Nightingale,  acting .QtmwCi  Standard  Bearer. 

E.  Sir  Charles  R.  Dennis,  acting E.  Grand  Warder. 

E.  Sir  Nelson  W.  Aldrich,  acting Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

E.  Sir  Charles  M.  Avery 

E.  Sir  John  P.  Luther 

E.  Sir  F.  Lyman  Winship 

Sir  F.  A.  Pierce Grand  Sentinel. 

Past  E.  Grand  Master  Sir  William  Sewall  Gardner  accom- 
panying the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander. 

The  Grand  Commaudery  was  formed  in  due  array,  and 
the  Grand  Asylum  was  opened  for  the  purpose  of  constitut- 
ing and  dedicating  Gethsemane  Commandery  of  Knights 
Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders,  apd  installing  its 
officer^, 


56  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  GRAND  COMMA NDERY 

The  lines  of  Gethsemane  Commandery  were  formed  by 
the  E.  Grand  Senior  Warden,  Sir  Tracy  P.  Cheever.  The 
R.  B.  Grand  Commander  and  officers  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery were  announced  by  the  acting  Grand  Warder, 
Sir  Charles  R.  Dennis,  and  entered  the  asylum  of  Geth- 
semane Commandery,  where  they  were  received  with  the 
honors  due  their  rank  and  station. 

Gethsemane  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars  and  Ap- 
pendant Orders,  composed  of  the  following  Sir  Knights: — 

William  D.  Coolidge, Edward  Henry  Fennessy, 

Adin  B.  Underwood, Revilo  Leonard  Hinds, 

Robert  Lewis  Davis, Moses  Clark,  Jr., 

William  Ward  Keitli Georp:e  Numan  Noycs, 

John  Samuel  Hayes, Charles  Wesley  Cashing, 

Henry  Cornelius  Hayden, Cephas  Brigham, 

Nehemiah  T.  Merritt, Peter  Cushnian  Jones, 

Charles  Arthur  Burgess, Jonas  Galusha  Salsbury, 

iMarcus  Timothy  Hey  wood, John  Adan  Waldo, 

John  Goodwin  Tompson, Asahel  Wheeler, 

Benjamin  Franklin  Brown, James  Bliss  Fuller, 

John  Lovering  Roberts, Charles  Thomas  Pulsiver, 

Charles  Horace  Bradlee, Silas  Sanborn,  Jr., 

Thomas  Starr  Hittinger, Horatio  Balch  Ha^kett,  Jr., 

John  Foster, Samuel  Flint, 

James  M.  Greenwood, — 

Was  then  solemnly  constituted  and  dedicated  in  due  and 
ancient  form,  and  proclamatiim  thereof  was  made  by  E.  Sir 
Stafford  W.  Razee. 

The  E.  E.  Grand  Commander  administered  the  official 
obligation  and  installed  Sir  James  Merrick,  Greenwood  as 

Eminent  Commander. 

■ 

The  official  obligation  was  administered  to  the  other 
officers  by  the  E.  Grand  Prelate,  and  they  were  installed  by 
the  V.  E.  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Charles  A.  Stott, 
at  the  request  of  the  B.  E.  Grand  Commander,  • 
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Officers  Installed. 

Sir  R.  L.  Davis Generalissimo. 

Sir  W.  W.  Keith Captain  General. 

Sir  H.  C.  Hayden Prelate. 

Sir  N.  T.  Merritt Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Moses  Clark,  Jr Junior  Warden. 

Sir  M.  T.  Heywood Treasurer. 

Sir  J.  G.  ToMPSON Recorder. 

Sir  Cepuas  Briqham Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  G.  N.  NoYES Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  AsAHEL  Wheeler Warder. 

Sir  J.  A.  Waldo,       ) 

Sir  C.  H.  Bradlee,    > Guards. 

Sir  J.  S.  Hayes,         ) 

Sir  Alexander  Chibuolm Sentinel. 

The  customary  oflScial  proclamation  was  made  by  the 
acting  Grand  Warder. 

E.  Sir  William  Sewall  Gardner  then  delivered  a  very 
interesting  and  appropriate  address,  which  treated  so 
closely  of  the  ritual  and  was  so  interwoven  with  allusions 
to  the  private  ceremonies  of  the  order,  that  it  has  been 
found,  after  consultation  with  the  distinguished  author,  to 
be  impracticable  to  print  it. 

At  the  close  of  the  address,  which  was  received  with 
much  approbation,  the  Te  Deum  Laudamus  was  finely 
chanted  by  the  Temple  Quartette  of  Boston. 

The  benediction  was  invoked  by  the  E.  Grand  Prelate, 
and  the  Grand  Officers  retired. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  declared  the  Grand  Asylum 
closed  and  the  Grand  Ctmimandery  adjourned. 

The  ceremonies  and  the  occasion  were  made  more  inter- 
esting by  the  fact  that  St.  John^s  Commandery  of  Provi- 
dence had  tendered  an  escort  to  the  R.  E.  Grand  Com- 
mander, which  was  accepted ;  and  that  time-honored 
Commandery,    fully    clothed   in   the   ancient  costume   of 
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American  Templar  Masons,  paraded  with  one  hundreid  and 
four  Sir  Knights  in  line,  exclusive  of  the  famous  American 
Band,  accompanying  them. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  escort  from  Providence,  those  of 
the  Grand  Officers  from  Boston  and  vicinity  took  their 
place  in  line  with  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  and  prb- 
ceeded  at  once  to  Newtonville  by  the  Boston  and  Albany 
railroad.  On  arriving  at  the  depot  they  were  received  by 
the  Knights  of  Gethsemane  Commandery  after  the  manner 
of  Knights  Templars  in  this  jurisdiction. 

Each  Sir  Knight  was  presented  Avith  a  choice  bouquet, 
and  a  brief  time  was  allowed  for  the  interchange  of  civili- 
ties. The  lines  were  then  formed  for  a  short  street  parade. 
Two  or  three  halts  were  made  in  front  of  the  mansions  of 
distinguished  citizens,  which  enhanced  the  pleasure,  and 
prevented  the  fatigue  incident  to  long  marches,  of  all  par- 
ticipating. 

The  extensive  grounds  of  Ex-Governor  Claflin  were  in- 
spected ;  the  gayly-decorated  mansion  of  Sir  Knight  Rob- 
erts was  beautiful  to  look  at,  and  invited  to  repose ;  the 
home  of  Commander  Greenwood  was  expressive  of  wel- 
come, but  time  pressed  on  "  treacherous  inclination." 

After  the  close  of  the  official  services,  the  E.  Commander 
of  Gethsemane  invited  all  the  Sir  Knights  to  repair  to  a 
commodious  hall,  where  the  tables  were  bountifully  spread, 
and  seats  provided  thereat  for  all  present. 

After  due  time  excellent  speeches  were  made  by  the  R. 
E.  Grand  Commander,  Sir  William  S.  Gardner,  Sir  Thomas 
A.  Doyle,  Sir  Henry  Chickering,  Rev.  Sir  George  S.  Noyes, 
Sir  William  D.  Coolidge,  and  others.  Many  well-deserved 
compliments  were  bestowed  upon  St.  John's  Commahderv 
and  upon  the  occasion,  but  especially  upon  the  E.  Com- 
mander and    Sir  Knights   of    Gethsemane   Commandery; 
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and  finally,  when  parting  time  came,  it  wae  with  regret,  yet 
with  pleasure  unalloyed,  that  nothing  had  in  any  way 
marred  what  was  a  health-giving  and  pleasure-giving  time 
to  all  present. 

St,  John's  Commandery  returned  to  Providence  freighted 
with  good  wishes,  and  Gethsemane  Commandery  had  added 
to  lier  previoHs  good  reputation  by  a  well  dispensed  hos- 
pitality. 

Attest:  ALFRED  F.  CHAPMAN, 

Grand  Recorder. 


SPECIAL   ASSEMBLY, 

October  22,  1873. 

A  Special  Assembly  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Rhode  Island  was  held  in  the  city  of  Lynn, 
Mass.,  Wednesday,  October  22,  1873,  at  six  and  one  half 
o*clock,  P.  M. 

Ghrand   Officers  Present. 

Sir  Nicholas  Van  Blyck RE.  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Charles  A.  Stott V.  E.  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Horace  Daniels E.  Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sir  Henry  CniCKERiNa E.  Grand  Captain  General. 

Rev.  Sir  George  8.  Noyes E.  Grand  Prelate. 

Sir  Tracy  P.  Cheever E.  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  John  Dean E.  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  William  Pahkman E.  Grand  Trea,surer. 

Sir  Alfred  F.  Chapman E.  Grand  Recorder. 

E.  Sir  WiLLLAM  H.  Kent,  acting Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

E.  Sir  William  D.  Seely,  acting Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

E.  Sir  Charles  M.  Avery,  acting Grand  Warder. 

E  .Sir  William  Patterson,  acting.  .Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 
Sir  John  B.  Wilson Grand  Sentinel. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  formed  in  due  array,  and 
the  Grand  Asylum  was  opened  for  the  purpose  of  constitut- 
ing and  dedicating  Olivet  Commandery  of  Knights  Tem- 
plars and  the  Appendant  Orders,  and  installing  its  officers. 

The  lines  of  Olivet  Commandery  were  formed  by  the  E. 

Grand  Senior  Warden,  Sir  Tracy  P.  Cheever.    The  R.  E. 

9 
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Grand  Commander  and  oflBcers  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
were  announced  by  the  acting  Grand  Warder,  and  entered 
the  asylum  of  Olivet  Commandery,  where  they  were  re- 
ceived with  the  honors  due  their  rank  and  station. 

Olivet  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars  and  Appendant 
Orders,  composed  of  the  following  Sir  Knights  : — 

George  W.  Eeene, E.  F.  Estes, 

John  Shaw,  2d J.  C.  Eldred, 

James  A.  HolHs, George  W.  Ellis, 

J.  Gilbert  Forman, J.  C.  Goodwin, 

Charles  E.  Parsons, Ell  B.  Gloyd, 

George  W.  Hill Henry  Grorer, 

William  B.  Phillips, Charles  Henley, 

George  A.  Breed, John  F.  Hay, 

Eben  Beckford, A.  L.  Curtin, 

•George  H.  Allen, Ephraim  A.  Ingalls, 

Nathan  B.  Fletcher, William  Lowe, 

Joseph  W.  Haines, J.  A.  McArlhur, 

William  H.  Messiuger, D.  F.  Proctor,  Jr., 

Thomas  E.  Ward, George  E.  Pollard, 

Jesse  L.  Atwill, H.  D.  Reed, 

C.  L.  Aspinwall, Daniel  Russell, 

B.  B.  Breed, D.  A.  Sutherland, 

Thomas  Collyer J.  T.  Sutherland, 

George  B.  Currier William  F.  Snow, 

William  B.  Chase, William  H.  Stone, 

a.  E.  Clough J.  W.  Wellington, 

E.  H.  Dunbar J.  C.  Weeks, 

Samuel  A.  Widger, — 

Was  then  solemnly  constituted  and  dedicated  in  due  and 
ancient  form,  and  proclamation  thereof  was  made  by  the 
Grand  Warder. 

The  official  obligation  was  administered  to  all  the  officers 
by  the  E.  Grand  Prelate,  and  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander 
installed  Sir  George  W.  Keeng,  Eminent  Commander. 

At  the  request  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  the  in- 
stallation ceremonies  were  concluded  by  the  V.  E.  Deputy 
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Grand   Commander,  who   installed  the   officers   of  Olivet 
Oommandery  into  their  respective  stations,  as  follows : — 

Sir  John  Shaw,  2d Generalissimo. 

Sir  James  A.  Hollis Captain  General. 

Sir  J.  G.  FoRMAN Prelate. 

Sir  Charles  C.  Fry Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Charles  E.  Parsons Junior  Warden. 

Sir  George  W.  Htll Treasurer. 

Sir  W.  B.    Phillips Recorder. 

Sir  George  A.  Breed Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  Ebbn  Beckitord Standard  Bearer, 

Sir  George  H.  Allen Warder. 

Sir  N.  B.  Fletcher,     \ 

Sir  W.  H.  Messingek,  '- Captains  of  the  Guards. 

Sir  J.  W.  Haines,        ) 

Sir  Thomas  E.  Ward.  , Sentinel. 

The  customary  official  proclamation  was  then  made  by 
the  acting  Grand  Warder,  and  the  commandery  was  duly 
organized. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  then  delivered  tlie  follow- 
ing practical  and  timely  charge  or 

ADDRESS. 

Sir  Knights  : 

You  furnish  tlie  latest  evidence  of  our  ffrowth.  You  form 
the  hist  link  in  the  circlet  of  the  Templar  chain.  You  rank 
the  thirty-sixth  of  our  Commanderies. 

Has  the  work  completed  here  to-day,  been  such  as  will  con- 
duce to  the  welfare  of  our  institution  ?  It  is  not  every  Templar 
added  to  our  rolls,  or  every  Commandery  added  to  our  circle, 
that  gives  honor  to  or  promotes  the  welfare  of  the  order.  It  is 
the  character  of  the  man  knighted,  it  is  the  character  of  the 
Commandery  constituted,  that  gives  us  strength  and  solidity, 
and  insures  our  perpetuity ;  and  by  so  much  as  the  good  char- 
acter of  each  renders  us  vigorous,  by  so  much  does  the  admis- 
sion of  an  unworthy  knight,  or  the  formation  of  improper 
knights  into  a  Commandery,  weaken  and  enfeeble  us. 
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You  see,  therefore,  that  upon  you,  and  the  way  in  which  you 
discharge  your  duty,  rests  the  solution  of  the  problem,  "  whether 
you  have  been  created  for  good  ?" 

First  let  us  consider  your  opportunities  for  knowledge  of  the 
proper  way  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  your  Commandery  so 
as  to  reflect  credit  upon  the  order.  You  are  made  up  of 
knights  of  many  years'  standing  and  for  many  years,  many  of 
you  have  been  taught  the  duties  appertaining  to  your  profes- 
sions, and  all  have  so  conducted  themselves  in  the  past,  that  a 
dispensation  was  freely  and  cheerfully  given  that  you  might 
form  this  association,  and  a  charter  as  cheerfully  granted  to 
you,  that  you  might  take  a  permanent  place  in  the  grand  sister- 
hood of  Gommanderies.  Such  action  would  not  have  been 
taken,  except  ui»on  a  guarantee  of  your  intelligence,  of  your 
faithfulness  to  your  vows,  and  more  than  all,  of  your  being  im- 
bued with  that  spirit  that  gives  assurance  of  prosperous  growth. 

Conceding,  however,  all  this,  it  may  not  be  inappropriate  at 
this  time  to  offer  you  a  few  suggestions  in  reference  to  your 
conduct  in  the  new  relation  in  which  you  now  ^nd  yourselves. 

My  first  suggestion  for  your  guidance,  is, — be  not  hasty  or 
even  ambitious  to  secure  new  recruits,  that  you  may  add  num- 
bers to  your  membership. 

There  has  more  injury  been  done  to  Masonry,  by  a  desire  to 
increase  in  numbers  than  in  any  other  way,  as  by  that  desire 
unworthy  and  unfit  persons  have  passed  its  portals,  only  serv- 
ing to  give  point  to  any  assertion  made  against  it,  or  to  go  oat 
from  it,  mindful  it  may  be  of  their  depravity,  yet  endeavoring 
to  compass  the  destruction  of  our  sacred  edifice,  the  beauty  and 
holiness  of  which  is  beyond  their  comprehension  or  under- 
standing. 

It  is  true  that  founded  as  our  institution  is  upon  the  im- 
mutable and  impregnable  rock  of  truth,  its  foundations  have 
not  been,  and  cannot  be  shaken  by  anything  that  ignorance, 
prejudice,  malice,  or  hatred  hath  done  or  can  do ;  that  it  fears 
neither  fanaticism  nor  anathema,  neither  traitors  within,  nor 
enemies  without,  neither  internal  dissension  nor  external  van- 
dalism, yet  many  good  men  may  be  diverted  from  us  if  there  is 
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found  in  our  ranks  such  as  will  give  color  to  base  and  hurtful 
accusations. 

Knowing  this,  how  important  it  is  to  sift  thoroughly  the 
character  of  the  applicant  for  admission,  lest  our  temple  may 
be  desecrated  by  the  entrance  of  an  unworthy  knight. 

It  is  too  often  said,  and  acted  upon,  that  the  fact  of  having 
twice  passed  the  ordeal  of  an  examination  and  ballot,  is  of  itself 
a  sufficient  reason  for  again  passing  a  candidate  for  our  orders. 
Such  fact  is  indeed  a  circumstance  in  his  favor,  and  should 
weigh  in  his  behalf,  but  in  and  of  itself  is  no  sufficient  reason 
for  a  clear  ballot.  Those  investigations  were  made  by  other 
bodies  than  ours,  and  at  other  times,  and  it  may  well  be  that 
what  was  true  then,  might  not  be  true  at  the  time  you  are  called 
upon  to  act.  The  fact  of  his  belonging  to  the  Blue  Lodge,  or 
Chapter,  should  give  increased  facilities  for  making  a  proper 
investigation.  Never  forget  that  the  Cross  is  the  most  signifi- 
cant emblem  connected  with  our  order,  that  it  symbolizes  a 
living  faith,  and  is  emblematic  of  a  belief  in  the  crucifixion, 
death  and  burial  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour;  that  He  arose  from 
the  dead  and  ascended  into  heaven ;  that  He  offered  up  His 
life  as  a  propitiation  for  the  sins  of  the  world.  Remembering 
this,  you  will  see  that  new  duties  will  devolve  upon  the  Temp- 
lar that  may  not  rest  upon  and  that  are  not  demanded  of  the 
mere  Mason,  and  these  new  duties  impose  upon  you  the  neces- 
sity of  ascertaining  his  fitness  to  meet  these  additional  require- 
ments. 

On  the  other  hand,  you  are  to  be  careful  that  no  rejection  is 
made  from  other  than  proper  motives.  No  Templar  can  with- 
out stultification  or  crime,  from  envy,  hatred,  or  a  desire  for 
revenge,  deprive  the  brotherhood  of  the  society  and  support  of 
a  worthy  man ;  but  more  especially  is  he  blameworthy  if  done 
from  mere  caprice,  for  it  has  nut  the  excuse  or  palliation  of  a 
blinded  judgment.  Your  duty  is  a  solemn  one,  and  should  be 
discharged  with  all  the  care  that  your  obligations  demand  of 
you.  The  ballot  is  more  than  a  great  privilegCi  it  is  a  righty  but 
a  right  that  imposes  great  obligations,  that  demands  of  you 
the  utmost  caution  in  its  exercise  lest  you  be  found  faithless, 
and  by  your  faithlessness  show  yourself  an  unworthy  possessor 
of  the  right. 
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My  second  suggestion  is — do  not  regard  knighthood  as  the 
right  of  every  Chapter  Mason. 

This  is  a  corollary  of  the  lust  suggestion,  yet  its  importance 
is  so  great  that  I  deem  it  worthy  of  separate  mention. 

It  is  a  grave  fault  and  much  to  be  regretted  that  many 
Masons  believe  it  a  duty  to  encourage  all  men  to  be  Masons, 
and  recognize  an  obligation  to  confer  its  Benefits  indiscrimin- 
ately upon  all.  This  feeling  is  perhaps  a  natural  one,  and 
arises  from  the  great  satisfaction  such  Mason  has  derived  from 
its  teachings,  and  from  the  wish  that  others  may  derive  the 
same  benefit  as  himself.  To  gratify  this  desire  however,  you 
must  strike  at  the  very  life  of  its  tenets.  You  have  no  right 
to  induce  the  profane  to  knock  at  our  doors,  except  by  living 
such  a  Masonic  life,  as  to  convince  by  your  works,  of  its  de- 
sirability. This  doctrine,  "  that  all  men  should  be  induced  fjo 
become  Masons,"  except  as  it  has  been  qualified,  is  untrue. 
Masonry  is  only  for  those  who  seek  its  privileges.  We  send  out 
no  missionaries  to  procure  proselytes,  and  that  Mason  who  at- 
tempts such  duty,  but  evinces  his  ignorance  of  the  principles  of 
Masonry,  or  exhibits  his  own  un worthiness. 

Again,  a  man  may  be  a  good  Mason  and  yet  his  presence  not 
desired  in  the  Asylum.  That  is,  you  can  say  naught  else  but 
that  he  is  correct  in  his  deportment,  and  yet  is  undesirable 
as  a  knight ;  and  if  such  is  the  fact  no  Templar  is  bound  to  favor 
his  admission  ;  he  has  no  right  to  the  orders,  and  if  he  receives 
them  he  receives  them  as  a  privilege.  You  as  knights  will  re- 
gard your  Asylum  as  your  home,  aud  all  within  it  as  your 
family,  and  will  watch  that  none  be  admitted  that  will  not 
honor  you  by  their  association,  knowing  that  here  none  can  be 
thrust  upon  you  unworthy  of  your  association,  or  can  come 
without  your  permission.  None  can  demand  entrance  therein, 
but  all  must  seek. 

My  third  suggestion  is— carefully  watch  lest  your  brother 
stumble  and  fall ;  removing  all  and  placing  no  obstacle  in  his 
wav. 

How  frequently  it  happens  that  a  word  spoken  at  the  proper 
time  might  have  saved  a  fallen  brother;  aye,  and  it  may  be  yoa 
refrained  from  the  utterance  of  that  word,  from  the  cowardly 
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feeling  that  you  might  offend  or  be  misunderstood.  You  dre 
bound  to  speak  that  word  of  admonition^  if  you  think  it  re- 
quiredy  and  if  within  your  power  "to  preserve  a  brother  from 
falling/'  Do  your  duty  in  this  regard  and  leave  the  conse- 
quences to  God. 

This  should  be  a  pleasing  duty,  as  no  higher  award  can  be 
given  to  any  than  the  meed  of  saving  a  fellow.  In  your  case, 
however,  you  not  only  save  the  man,  but  you  thus  save  the 
reputation  of  your  Commandery,  and  give  it  increased  power 
for  usefulness.  Remove  all  obstacles  from  a  brother's  path,  and 
by  so  doing  you  will  aid  each  other  in  all  "your  lawful  under- 
takings," and  will  receive  a  rich  compensation  in  the  conscious- 
ness of  work  well  done. 

My  fourth  suggestion  is — conduct  yourselves  in  add  about 
your  Asylum  with  proper  decorum. 

The  first  impression  made  upon  the  neophyte,  is  the  most 
vivid,  and  enduring.  HoW  important  then,  that  that  impression 
should  be  one  favorable  to  the  order  with  which  he  is  about  to 
connect  himself.  There  is  still  a  better  reason  thai  care  should 
be  taken  in  this  regard,  and  that  is,  the  effect  upon  yourselves. 
Carelessness  and  slovenness  in  manner,  whether  in  work  or 
conduct,  soon  leads  to  underrating  the  institution  of  Masonry 
itself,  but  far  worse,  will  cause  you  to  lose  your  interest  in  your 
Commandery,  and  as  a  sequence  your  Commandery  will  soon 
languish,  maintaining  a  sickly  existence,  and  it  may  be  die.  A 
want  of  decorum  can  only  spring  from  a  want  of  appreciation 
of  the  principles  of  the  order,  or  of  interest  in  its  success.  There 
is  no  more  sad  sight  than  upon  approaching  an  Asylum,  to  see 
persons  lounging  in  ante-rooms,  with  cigar  or  otherwise,  un- 
mindful of  the  fact  that  our  impressive  ritual  is  being  rendered 
inside  thereof;  or  upon  entering  the  Asylum  itself,  to  find  out 
of  the  many  present,  but  a  small  proportion  are  clothed  in  the 
garb  of  a  Templar,  and  the  rest  without  uniformity  even  of 
uress,  conversing  together  as  if  they  were  without  interest  in 
the  body  and  without  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  lessons  being 
taught.  See  ye  to  it,  that  such  reproach  never  comes  near 
Olivet  Commanderv. 
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My  fifth  suggestion  is — be  obedient  to  those  who  are  placed 
over  you. 

A  cardinal  principle  in, Masonry,  and  one  that  cannot  be 
violated  without  the  destruction  of  the  whole  fabric,  is  the  in- 
disputable power  of  presiding  officers,  the  requirement  of  im- 
plicit obedience  to  them,  while  occupying  their  stations,  or  act- 
ing within  the  line  of  their  authority.  We  recognize  no 
authority  to  dispute  the  rulings  of  a  Commander  in  the  Oom- 
mandery  itself,  he  being  held  responsible  for  his  acts  to  the 
Grand  Body  alone.  Except  the  right  of  appeal,  you  have  no 
other  remedy  but  by  the  election  of  a  new  Commander  at  the 
prescribed  time. 

It  is  this  peculiarity  that  gives  us  so  much  vitality.  There 
can  be  no  trouble  in  the  Asylum,  for  all  are  obedient  to  the 
gavel,  and  the  gavel  will  not  be  used  arbitrarily,  because  if  thus 
used  it  can  be  transferred  to  other  hands. 

Carefully  observe  and  follow  these  suggestions,  and  you  will 
here  build  up  a  society  whose  influence  will  be  felt  for  good 
throughout  this  enterprising  and  growing  portion  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, teaching  all  that  it  is  a  great  privilege  and  benefit 
to  a  community  to  have  a  Templar  Asylum  in  its  midst. 

Are  there  any,  that  through  ignorance  of  our  tenets,  on  an 
unreasoning  prejudice,  would  destroy  your  Temple?  Make 
them  honor  and  respect  you,  by  so  conducting  yourselves  the  one 
towards  the  other  as  to  command  their  admiration.  Let  your 
daily  life  give  evidence  that  being  Templars,  you  are  also  gentle- 
men. Show  yourselves  good  citizens,  obedient  unto  law,  and 
the  promoters  of  good  order.  Be  known  as  the  protectors  of 
the  helpless,  as  the  strong  arm  to  the  oppressed,  the  sustainers 
of  the  poor,  and  the  helpers  of  the  afflicted.  Stand  by  tlie 
Christian  religion,  and  be  known  as  its  defenders.  Raise  high 
the  banner  of  the  Cross,  and  let  not  the  refulgent  rays  of  the  ris- 
ing sun  that  fall  thereon,  be  more  bright,  or  more  pure,  than  the 
emanations  from  your  Templar  life.  Let  your  daily  work  and 
conversation  be  such  that  all  shall  recognize  that  you  are  faith- 
ful followers  "  of  those  divine  teachings  and  sublime  precepts 
He  has  left  to  guide  and  direct  us,"  and  which  lead  "  in  the 
paths  of  truth  and  holiness.'' 
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Guard  well  within  and  you  need  not  fear  any  danger  from 
without,  no  matter  whence  may  come  your  foes  ;  whether 
from  individuals,  or  thundered  from  the  Vatican,  all  will  go 
down  before  the  flaming  sword  of  truth.  Internal  dissension 
and  it  alone  need  be  feared.  If  the  blow  is  ever  struck  that 
will  destroy  us,  it  will  come  from  within.  Like  ancient  Rome, 
we  must  become  corrupt  and  rotten,  torn  by  jealousy  and  dis- 
sension, deserving  destruction,  before  the  Goths  and  Vandals 
of  infidelity  can  find  a  lodgement  within  our  protecting  bul- 
works.  Keep  the  order  free  from  sect  and  politics.  Let  the 
Asylum  continue  a  place  of  refuge  where  all  sects  and  men  of 
all  parties  and  political  belief  may  come,  free  from  the  narrow- 
ing prejudice  of  the  one,  and  it  may  be,  the  corrupting  influences 
of  the  other. 

Blistered  be  the  tongue  that  endeavors  to  connect  our  order 
with  any  political  party  in  the  land,  and  destruction  to  the 
man,  that  by  its  means  attempts  his  own,  or  another's  political 
success. 

And  now,  my  brethren,  you  have  been  constituted  according 
to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  order,  and  you  this  day 
assume  control  over  Templar  Masonry  in  this  part  of  our  juris- 
diction. We  hereafter  shall  look  to  you  to  see  how  well  you 
discharge  the  trust  committed  to  your  hands,  how  faithful  you 
are  to  the  obligations  imposed  upon  you  by  your  vows.  Forget 
not  to  inculcate,  enforce,  and  practice  virtue  by  whatever  temp- 
tations you  may  be  surrounded,  and  ever  difi^use  the  cement  of 
brotherly  love  and  friendship.  Let  the  innocent,  the  helpless, 
and  distressed,  here  ever  find  succor,  defence,  and  protection. 
May  the  Christian  religion  never  appeal  to  you  in  vain  for  sup- 
port, and  should  any  dare  attempt  its  destruction  by  force,  may 
here  be  found  knights  ever  ready  to  draw  their  swords  in  its 
defence. 

"  Stand  therefore  with  your  loins  girt  about  with  truth.    And 

having  on  the  breastplate  of  righteousness.    And  your  feet  shod 

with  the  preparation  of  the  gospel  of  peace.    Above  all  taking 

the  shield  of  faith  wherewith  you  shall  be  able  to  quench  the 

fiery  darts  of  the  wicked.     And  take  the  helmet  of  salvation. 

And  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  word  of  God."    And 
10 
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thus  when  you  have  finished  your  earthly  pilgrimage,  having 
discharged  all  your  duties  here  below,  you  will  enter  upon  that 
glorious  reward  promised  to  the  righteous  in  the  heavenly 
kingdom,  where  in  company  with  the  Angels,  at  the  feet  of  the 
Blessed  Immanuel,  you  will  forever  glorify  His  name. 

At  the  close  of  the  charge,  which  was  received  with 
evident  approbation,  the  Te  Deum  Laudamus  was  finely 
chanted  by  a  select  choir  of  male  and  female  voices. 

The  Sir  Knights  were  then  ordered  to  their  devotions 
when  they  united  in  prayer  with  the  Grand  Prelate. 

The  benediction  was  pronounced,  after  which^the  Grand 
officers  retired,  and  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  declared 
the  Grand  Asylum  closed,  and  the  Grand  Commandery 
adjourned. 

The  foregoing  ceremonies  were,  at  the  request  of  the 
new  commandery,  made  so  far  public  as  to  admit  the  ladies 
of  the  Sir  Knights  to  witness  them. 

Olivet  Commandery  also  desired  to  make  the  day  and  the 
occasion  one  long  to  be  pleasantly  remembered  in  Lynn,  to 
this  end  they  had  invited  the  Grand  Officers  to  participate  in 
a  templar  parade  by  that  body  and  Winslow  Lewis  Com- 
mandery of  Salem,  acting  as  escort  to  the  Grand  Officers, 
both  of  which  bodies  were  permitted  to  appear  in  regalia 
as  they  desired. 

Carriages  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Grand 
Officers  and  aged  knights,  who  were  received  at  the  Kirt- 
LAND  House,  wHen  the  line  of  march  was  taken  up  for  the 
commodious  residence  of  Commander  Keene,  where  his 
accomplished  lady  had  already  received  the  lady  friends 
of  the  Grand  Officers,  and  where  an  elegant  collation  was 
sumptuously  served. 
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The  lines  were  again  formed,  when  the  knight  of  tnunifi- 
cent  deeds,  Past  Eminent  Commander  of  Winslow  Lewis 
Commandery,  Sir  William  Sutton,  stepped  to  the  front,  and 
in  brief  but  appropriate  words  presented  a  costly  and  beau- 
tiful templar  banner  to  Olivet  Commandery. 

Addressing  himself  more  particularly  to  Sir  George  W. 
Eeene,  Sir  Knight  Sutton  spoke  feelingly  of  the  long  ac- 
quaintance and  friendship  which  had  existed  between  them, 
and  of  his  own  knowledge  of  the  merchants,  manufacturers 
and  mechanics,  whose  integrity,  fidelity  an^  ability  had  so 
largely  contributed  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the 
city  of  Lynn,  and  commanded  the  respect  and  commen- 
dation of  observers. 

"  On  the  banner  is  the  inscription  '  Magna  est  Veritas  et 
prevalebit,'  — Truth  is  mighty  and  will  prevail.  This  then. 
Sir  Knights  is  to  be  the  banner  of  your  commandery,  let 
your  integrity  and  fidelity  be  constantly  manifest  in  pro- 
moting truth,  and  make  you  always  strong  that  you  may 
walk  in  the  ways  of  virtue.*' 

The  banner  was  gracefully  accepted  by  E.  Commander 
Keene,  who  said  "it  was  received  with  greater  pleasure, 
coming  from  one  whose  friendship  he  had  so  long  enjoyed 
and  whose  charities  and  love  were  perpetual  and  abundant. 
They  now  for  the  first  time  formed  their  ranks  in  public 
as  a  commandery — receiving  the  banner  they  should  hope 
and  try  to  preserve  it  free  from  taint  or  stain  in  the  time 
to  come  ;  emblazoned  on  its  folds  is  the  cross,  the  standard 
of  the  King  of  Kings — gazing  on  it  our  hearts  shall  be  filled 
with  thanks  to  the  donor,  with  love  and  good  will  to  all 
men. 

Standard  Bearer  receive  and  bear  aloft  this  beautiful 
banner  in  the  ranks  of  Olivet  Commandery. 
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Sir  Knights,  behold  and  salute  your  banner,  and  let  it 
ever  be  to  you  a  sign  and  a  token  of  peace,  pleasure  and 
strength." 

The  order  to  march  was  again  given,  but  a  halt  was 
made  at  the  mansion  of  Sir  E.  A.  Ingalls,  again  at  that  of 
Sir  W.  D.  Poole,  and  again  at  that  of  Sir  John  Shaw,  2d,  at 
each  of  which  were  well  laden  tables  and  abundant  sup- 
plies, to  which  the  Sir  Knights  addressed  themselves  with 
ease  and  familiarity  ;  and  when  they  finally  arrived  at  the 
asylum,  it  was  the  opinion  of  all  that  the  fine  autumn  after- 
noon had  been  happily  spent  in  contributing  to  their  own 
and  the  enjoyment  of  the  multitudes  who  had  heard  the 
delightful  music  by  the  two  bands,  and  witnessed  the  deco- 
rous and  knightly  display  of  the  two  comnaanderies. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  formal  ceremonies  the  knights 
and  ladies  were  escorted  to  Odd  Fellows  hall,  where  tables 
were  laid  and  seats  provided  for  the  entire  company  ;  here 
also  had  assembled,  by  special  invitation,  a  large  number  of 
citizens  and  masonic  friends  with  their  ladies,  who  were 
provided  with  seats  in  the  galleries,  where  they  might  see, 
and  enjoy  the  music  and  the  speeches  incident  to  and  at- 
tending this  more  formal  banquet. 

R.  E.  Sir  N.  Van  Slyck,  V.  E.  Sir  Charles  A.  Stott,  E. 
Sir  Rev.  George  S.  Noyes,  E.  Sir  Tracy  P.  Cheever,  E.  Sir 
Alfred  P.  Chapman,  E.  Sir  William  Parkman,  Sir  Wyzeman 
Marshall,  Sir  Dana  Z.  Smith,  and  Sir  William  Patterson 
responded  in  answer  to  their  names,  and  in  the  foregoing 
order,  each  with  a  speech  emulous  of  the  occasion,  which 
was  finally  ended  with  many  expressions  of  pleasure  and 
satisfaction. 

Attest:  ALFRED  F.  CHAPMAN, 

Grand  Recorder. 
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ANNUAL    ASSEMBLY. 

October  31,  1873. 

The  SiXTT  Third  Annual  Assehblt  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders 
of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  was  held  in  the  Masonic 
Temple,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  on  Friday,  October  31st,  A. 
D.  1873,  A.  O.  755. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  formed  in  due  array,  and 
the  Grand  Asylum  was  opened  in  ample  f(»rm  at  11  o'clock, 
A.  M.^ 

The  Sir  Knights  were  ordered  to  their  devotions,  and 
prayer  was  offered  by  E.  Sir  Rev.  Charles  H.  Titus. 

Grand  Officers  Present. 

Sir  Nicholas  Van  Sltck R.  E.  Orand  Commander. 

Sir  Charlbs  A.  Stott V.  E.  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Horace  Daniblb E.  Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sir  Hrnrt  Chickbrino E.  Grand  Captain  General. 

Sir  Tract  P.  Chebybr. E.  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  John  Dean E.  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  William  Parkman E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  Alfred  F.  Chapman E.  Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  Stafford  W.  Razee E.  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  John  Eldred E.  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  George  E.  Stact E.  Grand  Captain  of  Guards. 

Sir  Eben  F.  Gay Grand  Sentinel. 

Sir  Edward  L.  Freeman \ 

Sir  £.  Dana  Bancroft I  Grand  Lecturers. 

Sir  Charles  M.  Avert ) 
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Permanent  Meniberi,  being  Pcut  Orand  Officeru. 

E.  Sir  Abraham  A.  Daicb,  K  Sir  Chablbs  H.  Trrus, 

"      Chablbs  W.  Moorb,  "      William  W.  Baker, 

"      WiNBLOw  Lbwib,  "     Benjamin  Dean, 

'*      William  Ellison,  *'     John  McClellan, 

"      William  S.  Gabdnbr,  "      William  B.  Blandino. 


MenAeri^  being  Poet  E,  Oemmanderiy  not  elsewhere  repreeented. 

Sir  Stillman  White,  Sir  Charles  R.  Dennis, 

A.  Crawford  Gbebnb,  **  Nelson  W.  Aldrich, 

Rev.  Hbnrt  W.  Rugo,  "  John  P.  Luthbr, 

Wtzeman  Marshall,  **  Calbb  Saunders, 

**  M.  Williams,  "  Fbbderick  J.  Foss, 

HocuM  HosFORD,  '*  Thomas  Winship, 

"  Daniel  E.  Chasb,  "  D.  McBean  Thaxtbr, 

"  Charlbs  T.  Gay,  "  Charlbs  H.  White, 

"  Edwin  P.  Whiting,  "  Jambs  C.  Tugkbr, 

"  Sullivan  C.  ffuMNER,  "  Charlbs  E.  Smith, 

"  Edwin  J.  Nightingale,  *'  Z.  L.  Bicknell. 


tc 


The  records  of  the  semi-annual  and  one  special  assembly 
having  been  printed  and  distributed  it  was  ordered  that 
the  reading  be  dispensed  with. 

E.  Sir  Charles  W.  Moore,  on  behalf  of  committee  on  Di- 
ploma, made  a  verbal  report ;  and  on  motion  of  E.  Sir 
William  Ellison,  it  was 

Voted,  Tliat  the  committee  have  full  power  to  procure  for  the  use  of 
this  Grand  Commandery,  a  suitable  diploma  plate. 

E.  Sir  Tracy  R  Cheever  on  behalf  of  committee  on  Por- 
traits, reported  progress,  and  on  motion  it  was 

Voted,  To  accept  the  report,  and  to  continue  the  committee. 

V.  E.  Sir  Charles  A.  Stott,  for  the  committee  on  remain- 
der  of  address  in  May  last. 
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Beporied,  That  after  deliberation,  the  committee  did  DOt  deem  it  nec- 
essary to  recommend  any  action  thereon. 

Accepted. 

The  same  Sir  Knight,  for  the  committee  on  Manual,  made 
a  verbal  report,  which  was  accepted  and  the  committee 
discharged. 

The  committee  on  Parades  and  Pilgrimages  submitted 
the  following  report : 

In  Grand  Comm andbrt. 

Boston,  October  81, 1873. 

The  undersigned  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
address  of  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander,  as  relates  to  the 
parade  in  costume  of  subordinate  commanderies ;  respectfully  report, 
that  they  have  given  the  subject  the  careful  consideration  its  importance 
demands.  While  they  are  convinced,  that  except  upon  rare  emergencies 
public  parades  ought  to  be  made  only  on  masonic  occasions — and  that 
snch  occasions  are  limited  to  escorting  the  Grand  Lodge  when  the  Grand 
Lodge  appears  in  public — and  masonic  funerals,  and  the  like  ;  yet  that 
emergencies  may  arise  which  would  justify  dispensations,  and  which 
would  not  come  witHin  the;foregoing  descriptions  of  masonic  occasions 
is  also  true.  There  is  another  consideration  which  has  had  an  influence 
upon  the  conclusion  of  the  committee,  which  is  this.  So  much  of  the 
dignity,  discipline,  and  good  order  of  the  fraternity  depends  upon  the 
power  and  dignity  of  the  Grand  Commander,  that  we  deem  it  inexpe- 
dient to  limit  his  authority.  We  therefore  report  that  inasmuch  as  dis- 
pensations are  required,  in  all  cases,  the  above  subject  must  be  left  to 
the  sound  discretion  of  the  Grand  Commander. 

BENJAMIN  DEAN,^ 

E.  L.  FREEMAN,      I  p^^^:,to« 

F.  J.  F088,  f  Committee. 

8.  C.  8UMNER,        J 

On  motion  it  was 

Vcied^  To  adopt  the  report. 

On  motion  of  V.  E.  Sir  Charles  A.  Stott,  the  report  on 
Jewels,  (see  page  121,  Proceedings  1872,)  was  taken  from 
the  tc^ble,  and  on  motion  of  Sir  Wyzeman  Marshall,  it  was 
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Voted,  That  the  subject,  shoulder  straps  included,  be  referred  to  the 
next  Grand  Council  with  full  powers. 

The  committee  on  Costume  and  Regalia,  not  being  pre- 
pared to  report,  further  time  was  necessarily  granted. 

The  committee  on  the  Grand  Fund,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  accepted. 

GRAND    FUND. 

THIRTEENTH    ANNUAL   REPORT   OF    GRAND   FUND   COM- 
MITTEE. 

In  conformity  with  the  regulations  as  proridedin  Section  11,  of  Article 
1,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Commandeiy  of  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island,  the  undersigned  a  committee  having  in  charge  the  Grand 
Fund  **so  called,*'  respectfully  submit  a  detailed  statement  of  said  Grand 
Fund  and  a  statement  of  how  the  same  is  invested,  namely : 

A  deposit  in  the  Provident  Institution  for  Savings  in 

Boston,  of |903  61 

Deposit  in  Boston  Five  Cent  Savings  Bank,  of  Boston  of.  5,327  45 

(15)  Fifteen  shares  in  Mount  Vernon  Bank 1,579  00 

(34)  Thirty-four  shares  in  Market  Bank 3,430  50 

Making  a  total  of ! $11,829  46 

And  showing  a  net  gain  for  1872-73  of 987  71 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

NICHOLAS  VAN  8LYCK,  Grand  Commander. 
WILLIAM  PARKMAN,  Grand  Treasurer. 
ALFRED  F.  CHAPMAN,  Grand  Recorder. 

Boston,  October  31,  1873. 

The  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  and  Recorder  were  re- 
ceived and  referred  to  Sir  Nelson  W.  Aldrich,  Sir  James 
G.  Tucker,  and  Sir  Albert  H.  Cushman  for  examination, 
who  subsequently  reported  as  follows : 

COMMITTEE  ON  TREASURER'S  BOOK  AND  ACCOUNT. 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  audit  the 
books  and  account  of  the  Grand  Treasurer,  have  attended  to  the  duty 
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assigned  tLem,  they  have  carefully  exauiiDed  the  books,  and  find  the 
same  correctly  kept,  and  they  also  find  that  all  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments are  duly  vouched ;  and  we  respectfully  submit  the  subjoined  table 
of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  1872-73. 

BBCEIPTS. 

Cash  balance  in  hand  of  Treasurer  October  24th 

1872 $121  16 

Interest  received  on  Stocks 323  56 

Capitation  fees 855  60 

Charters  and  Dispensations 240  00 

Keturns  from  Commanderies 2,255  00—  |3,295  32 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Rents 30  00 

Salaries  of  Treasurer  $100,  and  Recorder  $200.. .  300  00 

Prin ting 815  25 

Travel  Expenses  of  Grand  Officers 358  35 

Banquets 265  00 

Capitation  Grand  Encampment 242  60 

Investments 204  50 

1-10  Receipts  to  Grand  Fund 317  41 

Taxes 17  92 

Cash  on  hand  this  day 654  29—  $3,295  32 

STOCKS    ON     HAND. 

4  Shares  Boylston  Bank 494  50 

2  Shares  Atlantic  Bank 198  00 

14  Shares  Ogdensburg  &  Champlain  R.  R 1,218  25 

8  Shares  Michigan  Central  R.  R 896  00 

10  Shares  Naumkeag  Mills 1,366  25 

Total $4,173  00 

Cash 654  29- 

Whole  Property $4,827  29 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

NELSON  W.  ALDRICH, ) 

JAMES  C.  TUCKER,         V  Committee. 

ALBERT  H.  CUSHMAN, ) 

Boston,  October  31st,  1873. 

On  motion  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  report  be  accepted. 

The  following  reports  were  submitted  and  accepted. 
11 
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GRAND  LEOTUfiERS'  REPORTS. 

To  the  Rigid  Eminent  Or  and  Commander  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

Right  Eminent  Sir: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  your 
order,  I  have  oflBcially,  as  one  of  the  Grand  Lecturers,  visited 
during  the  past  year  the  commanderies  assigned  to  me,  as  fol- 
lows, viz : 

On  the  23d  of  January,  in  company  with  Eminent  Sir  Daniel 
E.  Chase,  I  visited  Trinity  Comniandery,  at  Hudson,  Mass., 
where  I  had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  an  exemplification  of 
the  work  on  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  which  was  rendered  in 
strict  accordance  with  the  ritual,  and  in  a  very  impressive  man- 
ner. At  the  conclusion  of  the  work,  by  invitation  of  the  Emi- 
nent Commander,  I  installed  the  officers,  assisted  by  Eminent 
Sir  Knight  Chase.  I  was  much  pleased  with  the  appearance  of 
the  Sir  Knights,  although  my  visit  was  sudden  and  unexpected. 
There  were  in  line  on  that  occasion  forty  knights  clothed  in 
regalia  which  is  good  evidence  of  their  zeal  in  behalf  of  Tem- 
plar Masonry. 

April  15th,  accompanied  by  Eminent  Sir  James  M.  Green- 
wood and  Sir  John  C.  Hall,  I  visited  Cceur  Ue  Lion  Command- 
ery,  at  Charlestown ;  the  work  was  upon  the  Order  of  the 
Temple,  and  was  well  rendered.  You  have  so  recently  wit- 
nessed the  condition  of  this  excellent  body  in  the  exemplification 
of  the  work  upon  the  several  orders  before  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery,  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  enlarge  upon  it. 

May  8th,  accompanied  by  the  E.  Grand  Recorder,  Eminent 
Sir  William  H.  Kent,  Eminent  Sir  Edward  H.  Brainard,  Emi- 
nent Sir  Charles  T.  Gay  and  Sir  Knights  William  D.  Seely  and 
John  C.  Hall,  I  visited  "William  Parkman  Commandery"  at 
East  Boston,  and  was  received  with  all  the  courtesy,  and  enter- 
tained with  that  hospitality  for  which  the  Sir  Knights  of  this 
commandery  are  so  ftimous.    The  work  was  upon  the  Order  of 
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the  Red  Cross,  at  the  conclasion  of  which  we  were  invited  to  a 
sumptuous  banquet  where  an  hour  was  spent  socially,  and 
much  enjoyed  by  all  present.  This  com mandery  is  in  excellent 
condition,  and  has  every  indication  of  success  and  prospeiity* 

CHARLES  M.  AVERY, 

Grand  Lecturer- 


Ayer,  Mass.,  October  30th,  1873. 

Right  Eminent  Sir  : — I  herewith  submit  an  account  of  my 
official  visitations  and  labors  as  Orand  Lecturer  during  the 
year  ending  October  31st,  1873. 

Tuesday,  Nov.  12th,  1872.  Rehearsed  a  portion  of  the  Lec- 
ture and  work  of  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  with  the  Eminent 
Commander  of  Jerusalem  Commandery,  Pitchburg,  Mass. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  24,  1872.  Rehearsed  the  opening  ceremony 
and  most  of  the  work  of  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  with  the 
Eminent  Commander  of  Jerusalem  Commandery,  Fitchburg. 

Saturday,  Dec.  28.  Rehearsed  the  opening  ceremony,  the 
entire  work  of  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  the  opening  ceremony 
of  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross,  and  part  of  the  work  of  the  same 
order,  with  the  Eminent  Commander  of  Jerusalem  Command- 
ery. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  31.  Rehearsed  part  of  the  work  and  most  of 
the  Lecture  of  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  with  the  Eminent 
Commander  of  Jerusalem  Commandery, 

Tuesday,  April  29th,  1873.  Visited  Coeur  de  Lion  Command- 
ery, Charlestown,  Mass.,  in  company  with  Sir  Charles  M.  Avery, 
one  of  the  board  of  Grand  Lecturers.  The  Order  of  the  Tem- 
ple was  conferred  on  four  candidates.  This  being  the  Com- 
mandery detailed  by  you  to  exemplify  the  work  on  the  Order 
of  the  Red  Cross  and  Temple,  at  the  semi-annual  session  in 
May,  and  which  you  were  pleased  to  place  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  Sir  Knight  Avery  and  myself  for  that  occasion ;  it 
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Afforded  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  witness  the  fine  appear- 
ance and  knightly  bearing  of  this  body  of  Knights  Templars 
who  do  honor  to  the  memory  of  the  lion-hearted  king  whose 
name  they  bear. 

Wednesday,  April  30th.  Rehearsed  the  opening  ceremony 
in  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  and  the  Commander's  duties  in  the 
work  of  the  same  Order,  with  the  Eminent  Commander  of  Coenr 
de  Lion  Commaudery.  Rehearsed  part  of  the  work  with  the 
Junior  Warden  of  this  Commandery. 

Thursday,  May  1st,  and  Friday,  May  2d.  Rehearsed  the  re- 
mainder of  the  work  in  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  with  the 
Junior  Warden  of  Coeur  de  Lion  Commandery. 

Tuesday,  May  13th.  Visited  Haverhill  Commandery,  Haver- 
hill, Mass.,  the  Order  of  the  Temple  was  conferred  on  one  can- 
didate. Most  of  the  oflBcers  were  present ;  was  pleased  with 
the  style  of  the  work,  the  general  impression  being  excellent 
The  Sir  Knights  appeared  to  be  well  disciplined.  Found  much 
to  commend ;  the  organ  responded  most  impressively  to  the 
skillful  touch  of  Eminent  Sir  James  E.  Gale,  Past  Commander 
of  Haverhill  Commandery.  The  records  were  models  of  neat- 
ness and  evidently  the  keeping  of  them  is  a  labor  of  love  on  the 
part  of  the  Recorder.  The  work  exemplified  was  in  accordance 
with  that  taught  them  by  their  lamented  Past  Commander,  Sir 
Oeorge  Wingate  Chase,  and  differed  somewhat  from  the  work 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Commandery  in  1871.  Explained  the 
difference  between  them  and  arranged  to  visit  Haverhill  at  a 
later  period  in  the  season  and  instruct  them,  or  some  one  of 
them  in  the  entire  work  of  the  Orders  of  the  Red  Cross,  Tem- 
ple and  Malta.  There  were  seventy  Sir  Knights  present.  At 
the  close  of  the  work,  refreshments  were  served  in  the  banquet 
hall  where  a  social  hour  passed  away  very  pleasantly. 

Monday,  May  19th,  1873.  Attended  a  special  assembly  of 
Natiok  Commandery,  Natick,  Mass.;  opened  on  the  Order  of 
the  Temple,  most  of  the  officers  being  present  and  a  good  num- 
ber of  the  members;  Eminent  Sir  Alfred  F.  Chapman,  Oi*and 
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Recorder,  was  there  and  contributed  mnch  to  the  interest  of 
the  occasion.  After  attending  to  some  business,  the  command- 
ery  was  closed  on  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  and  a  council  of 
knights  of  the  Bed  Gross  was  opened. 

This  order  was  conferred  on  two  candidates.  The  general 
impressit)n  made  by  the  work  was  excellent.  The  records  were 
neatly  kept.  The  officers  and  members  bore  themselves  with 
right  knightly  bearing.  After  the  Order  had  been  conferred,  I 
reviewed  the  entire  work.  The  closing  ceremony  was  thorough- 
ly exemplified,  after  which,  we  repaired  to  Adams' saloon  where 
a  fine  collation  was  served.  An  hour  was  passed,  closing  in  a 
pleasant  manner  my  official  visit  to  this  new,  but  vigorous 
commandery. 

Tuesday,  May  20th.  Attended  a  special  assembly  of  Coeur 
de  Lion  Commandery.  The  Order  of  Malta  was  conferred  on 
seven  candidates  by  Sir  Charles  M.  Avery,  Grand  Lecturer. 
Sir  Rev.  George  S.  Noyes,  Grand  Prelate,  was  present  and  re- 
hearsed the  Prelate's  duties  in  the  Order  of  the  Temple. 

Rehearsed  tbe  duties  of  the  three  Captains  of  the  Guard,  in 
the  Order  of  the  Temple  very  thoroughly  with  them.  A  colla- 
tion was  served  in  the  Armory  after  which  short  speeches  were 
made  by  Sir  Rev.  George  S.  Noyes,  Grand  Prelate,  Sir  Caleb 
Rand,  Junior  Warden,  the  Prelate  of  William  Parkman  Com- 
mandery, Sir  S.  S.  Willson,  Sir  William  H.  Kent,  Eminent 
Commander,  and  myself. 

Wednesday,  May  21st.  Visited  Boston  Commandery,  Sir 
Henry  Endicott,  Eminent  Commander,  presided.  The  Order-  of 
the  Temple  was  conferred  on  twenty  candidates  ;  the  Order  of 
Malta  on  twenty-one.    The  work  was  very  impressive. 

During  the  evening  a  very  handsome  Past  Commander's  jewel 
was  presented  Sir  Abraham  Annis  Dame.  The  jewel  commit- 
tee consisted  of  Right  Eminent  Sir  William  Ellison,  Past 
Grand  Commander,  Sir  Charles  E.  Powers  and  Sir  William 
Say  ward.  Past  Commanders.  Sir  Knight  Ellison  made  a  pres- 
entation speech  of  great  beauty,  to  which  the  venerable  Sir 
Knight  responded  with  much  feeling. 
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Thursday,  May  29th.  Attended  the  semi-annual  assembly 
of  the  Grand  Gommandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 
The  Order  of  the  Temple  was  exemplified  by  Goeur  de  Lion 
Gommandery.    Opened  with  the  following  officers  : 

E.  Sir  William  H.  Kent Commander. 

"    William  Patterson Generalissimo. 

"    John  B.  Wilson Captain  General. 

•*    Rev.  George  8.  Notes Prelate,  pro  tern. 

"    Howard  F.  Rowe Senior  Warden. 

"    Caleb  Rand Junior  Warden. 

"    Amos  Stone Treasurer. 

"    Samuel  E.  Chandler Recorder. 

"    William  C.  Murray Sword  Bearer. 

"    Daniel  C.   Stillson Standard  Bearer. 

"    George  H.  Allen Warder. 

George  L.  Baxter 6d  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

James  W.  Poor 2d  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

John  Bartlett 1st  Captain  of  the  Guard. 

"    I.  F.  Crafts Sentinel. 

The  opening  ceremony,  work,  and  the  closing  ceremony  were 
thoroughly  and  impressively  rendered.  More  than  fifty  mem- 
bers were  present  and  made  a  commanding  appearance.  Im- 
pressive music  was  furnished  by  a  select  choir  consisting  of 
Sir  Knight  Webb,  Webb  Jr.,  E.  Frank  Page,  and  Zachariah 
Bicknell.  This  added  very  much  to  the  interest  of  the  occa- 
sion. The  large  number  of  Sir  Knights  who  witnessed  the 
work  of  this  young  commandery  were  delighted  with  the  high 
degree  of  proficiency  attained  and  by  the  dignified  and  courteous 
bearing  of  the  officers  and  members.  The  candidate  was  Sir 
John  T.  Hilton. 

Wednesday,  July  16th.  Went  to  Haverhill  in  the  evening. 
Met  the  Eminent  Commander  of  Haverhill  Commandery  and 
some  of  the  members  and  arranged  to  instruct  them  in  the 
work  of  the  orders  of  knighthood. 

Thursday,  July  17th.  Rehearsed  the  opening  ceremony, 
work,  and  closing  ceremony  of  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  with 
a  Past  Generalissimo  of  the  commandery,  very  thoroughly  dur- 
ing the  day.    In  the  evening,  met  several  Sir  Knights  in  the 
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Armory.  Rehearsed  the  lecture  in  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross. 
Rehearsed  part  of  the  work  in  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  and 
Temple  with  Past  Commander  Sir  James  E.  Gale. 

Friday,  July  18th.  Rehearsed  the  opening  ceremony  and 
work  in  the  Order  of  the  Temple  during  the  day  with  Sir 
Nathan  S.  Kimball,  of  Haverhill  Commandery.  In  the  even- 
ing met  the  Eminent  Commander  and  several  Sir  Knights  and 
rehearaed  with  them  part  of  the  work  and  lecture  in  the  Order 
of  the  Temple. 

Tuesday,  July  29th.  Met  one  of  the  past  officers  of  Haver- 
hill Commandery  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  Boston,  and  re- 
hearsed with  him  the  opening  ceremony,  work  and  closing 
ceremony  of  the  Order  of  Malta. 

Monday,  Oct.  13th.  Met  the  Eminent  Commander  of  Jeru- 
salem Commandery  and  rehearsed  with  him  the  opening  cere- 
mony and  work  of  the  Order  of  Malta,  and  portions  of  the  work 
in  the  Orders  of  the  Red  Cross  and  Temple. 

Wednesday,  April  16.  I  had  arranged  with  the  Eminent 
Commander  of  Godfrey  de  Bouillon  Commandery,  Fall  River, 
to  make  an  official  visit  to  his  commandery  this  evening.  A 
sudden  and  imperative  summons  to  attend  to  other  business 
which  could  not  be  put  off,  prevented  my  going  there,  much  to 
my  regret.  I  endeavored  to  arrange  with  the  Eminent  Com- 
mander to  call  a  special  assembly  of  his  commandery  sometime 
during  the  present  month,  so  that  I  could  make  an  official 
visit  at  that  time,  but  obstacles  seemed  to  be  in  the  way  suf- 
ficient to  prevent  this  being  done,  so  that  I  am  unable  to  report 
the  condition  of  this  commandery  at  the  present  time. 

In  closing  this,  my  first  official  report,  I  am  reminded  of  the 
many  pleasant  greetings  which  have  "cheered  me  on  my  way" 
and  "assured  me  of  success,"  in  the  effort  to  teach  the  work 
and  lectures  of  the  orders  of  knighthood. 

The  ritual  is  a  most  impressive  one,  and  the  lectures  are 
fairly  descriptive  of  it.  It  only  remains  for  the  "  attentive  ear 
to  receive  the  sound  from  the  instructive  tongue,"  so  thQ.t  the 


84  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  AKD  RHODE  ISLAND. 

mysteries  of  this  noble  branch  of  freemasonry  may  be  ^'safely 
lodged  in  the  repository  of  faithful  breasts,"  to  enable  all  the 
Sir  Knights  in  this  jurisdiction  to  attain  the  proud  distinction 
for  intelligence  which  should  characterize  every  Knight  Tem- 
plar. 

Yours  in  knighlly  courtesy, 

E.  DANA  BANCROFT, 

Grand  Lecturer. 

U.  E.  8ir  Nicholas  Van  8lyok,  Grand  Commander. 


Right  Eminent  Nicholas  Van  Slych,  Grand  Commander  of  the 
Grand  Commaiidery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

Right  Eminent  Sir: — At  the  Annual  Assembly  of  the 
Grand  Comrnandery  held  in  Providence,  October  25th,  1872,  on 
the  report  of  a  special  committee,  it  was  voted  to  amend  Sec- 
tion 8,  of  the  constitution,  by  adding  at  the  close  of  the  third 
paragraph — "Provided,  however,  that  when  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Grand  Commander  the  interests  of  the  institution  will  be 
promoted  thereby,  he  may  designate  one  of  the  Grand  Lec- 
tnrers  to  make  such  visit  and  report  to  him." 

Acting  under  that  amendment  you  have  been  pleased  to 
assign  te  me  to  visit  and  inspect  Woonsocket  Commandery  at 
Woonsocket,  Bristol  Commandery  at  Mansfield,  and  Narragan-. 
sett  Commandery  at  Westerly,  and  I  would  respectfully  report 
as  follows : 

On  the  25th  of  March,  accompanied  by  several  Sir  Knights 
from  Holy  Sepulchre  Commandery,  I  visited  Woonsocket  It 
will  be  remembered  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  original 
members  of  this  commandery,  came  from  Holy  Sepulchre,  it 
was  therefore  with  feelings  of  more  than  ordinary  interest  that 
I  made  this  visitation. 

About  forty  Sir  Knights  were  present,  nearly  all  in  full  rega- 
lia and  presented  a  fine  appearance.  The  work  was  upon  the 
Order  of  the  Temple,  and  was  very  creditably  rendered  accord- 
ing to  the  ritual  adopted  by  this  Grand  Body.    The  Eminent 
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Commander  Sir  Walter  E.  Parker,  had  evidently  taken  great 
pains  with  his  part  of  the  work,  and  was  very  correct,  especially 
when  it  is  considered  that  it  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever 
worked  this  Order.  He  is  determined  that  his  command  shall 
not  be  behind  others  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  we  think  will 
succeed  in  his  laudable  endeavors.  Some  criticisms  on  the  rou- 
tine of  the  work,  which  though  small  in  themselves,  yet  add 
very  materially  to  the  beauty  of  the  order  were  made  by  your 
Grand  Lecturer,  and  were  received  apparently  in  the  same 
kindly  feeling  with  which  they  were  given,  and  we  trust  and 
believe  will  be  acted  upon  for  the  good  of  the  commandery. 

We  were  treated  with  that  courtesy  and  attention  for  which 
Woonsocket  is  noted,  and  every  exertion  was  made  to  render 
our  visit  agreeable. 

On  the  21  st  of  May,  accompanied  by  Sir  Knight  Phillips  of 
Holy  Sepulchre  Commandery,  I  visited  Bristol  Commandery 
at  Mansfield,  Mass.  Eminent  Sir  Samuel  S.  Ginnodo,  a  Past 
Commander  of  St.  John's  Commandery,  is  in  command,  a 
knight  whose  well-earned  fame  for  all  those  virtues  which  con- 
stitute a  true  templar,  has  spread  beyond  his  immediate  home. 
About  fifty  Sir  Knights  were  present,  nearly  two-thirds  of  them 
in  regalia,  the  large  proportion  coming  from  six  to  ten  miles  to 
meet  their  brethren. 

The  work  was  on  the  Red  Cross  and  was  rendered  quite  im- 
pressively, though  varying  somewhat  from  the  established 
ritual  of  this  jurisdiction.  Sir  Knight  Ginnodo  informed  me 
that  he  had  seen  no  opportunity  of  obtaining  the  work  as  re- 
vised and  adopted,  and  there  have  been  as  yet  no  definite 
means  provided  for  its  promulgation.  After  the  council  was 
closed  a  collation  followed  to  which  full  justice  was  done, 
though  the  distance  that  most  of  the  members  were  obliged  to 
travel  to  their  homes,  prevented  as  long  a  stay  at  the  table  as 
was  desired. 

This  commandery  is  in  a  very  flourishing  condition,  though 
not  as  conveniently  situated  as  it  should  be,  and  its  quarters 
are  not  in  all  respects  what  so  fine  a  body  of  men  deserve.  It 
is  hoped  that  measures  will  be  taken  to  obviate  both  of  these 
hindrances  to  its  growth  and  prosperity. 
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On  the  26th  of  May,  accompanied  by  Sir  Enighis  C.  A. 
Fales  and  H.  A.  Pierce  of  Holy  Sepulchre,  and  Sir  Knight  S.  G. 
Stiness  of  Calvary,  I  visited  Narragansett  Conimaudery  at 
Westerly,  E.  Sir  A.  N.  Lewis,  Commander. 

There  was  no  work  on  the  occasion,  and  in  fact  this  com- 
mandery  have  done  none  for  two  years,  owing  mainly  to  the 
refusal  of  Palestine  Commandery  to  relinquish  jurisdiction 
over  the  companions  of  Palmer  Chapter,  who  live  on  the  Con- 
necticut side  of  the  river,  and  this  too,  notwithstanding  Narra- 
gansett has  offered  to  give  half  the  fees  to  Palestine,  and  in 
marked  contrast  to  the  action  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode 
Island,  which  not  only  permits  Palmer  Chapter  of  Connecticut 
to  meet  in  Rhode  Island,  but  gives  it  territorial  jurisdiction 
over  Franklin  Lodge,  of  Westerly. 

In  spite  of  these  drawbacks,  the  members  of  Narragansett 
though  few  in  numbers,  yet  are  strong  in  the  faith  and  we  believe 
their  devotion  will  be  rewarded  in  due  time,  if  they  faint  not 
Already  there  are  some  signs  that  foretell  the  breaking  of  the 
clouds.  One  candidate  for  the  orders  has  been  proposed  and 
accepted,  and  a  number  more  are  reported  to  have  their  eyes 
turned  toward  that  asylum,  and  ere  long  may  be  knocking  at 
its  doors  for  admission. 

We  know  not  as  any  further  action  can  or  needs  to  be  taken  in 
this  matter,  but  we  are  certainly  surprised  at  the  action  of  Pales- 
tine Commandery,  more  especially  as  it  is  well-known  that  the 
companions  who  desire  to  take  the  orders  in  Narragansett,  will 
not  in  any  event  join  Palestine  as  it  is  so  far  away,  and  their 
friends  and  associates  are  members  of  Narragansett 

In  the  absence  of  work  we  were  entertained  by  seeing  the 
commandery  opened  in  full  form  on  the  Temple,  a  luxury  not 
often  enjoyed. 

Thus,  Right  Eminent,  I  have  reported  the  visitation?  made 
under  your  orders.  Perhaps  they  may  not  have  been  of  much 
benefit  to  the  commands  visited,  but  they  have  at  least  been 
a  pleasure  to  myself  and  those  accompanying  me,  as  we  have 
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had  the  privilege  of  taking  by  the  hand  many  Sir  Knights 
with  whom  no  previous  acquaintance  had  been  enjoyed,  and  of 
renewing  the  friendship  which  we  had  with  others. 

Fraternally  and  respectfully  yours, 

E.  L.  FREEMAN, 

Orand  Lecturer. 


REPORT  OF  GRAND  RECORDER. 

To  the  Orand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars  and  the  Ap- 
pendant Orders  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

In  reports  heretofore  made  by  me  I  have  called  your  atten- 
tion to  the  archives  of  this  Orand  Body,  to  complete  which  I 
have  continued  my  efforts,  with  gratifying  success.  Assisted 
by  such  distinguished  brethren  as  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  of 
Portland,  Maine  ;  Z.  C.  Luce  and  T.  S.  Parvin,  of  Iowa  City, 
Iowa;  Robert  F.  Bower,  of  Keokuk,  Iowa ;  W.  B.  Langridge,  of 
Muscatine,  Iowa;  R  H.  Thomas,  of  New  York  city,  and  by 
several  State  Orand  Recorders,  we  now  have  complete  copies  of 
the  printed  proceedings  of  twenty  Grand  Commanderies,  to 
wit :  Alabama,  Arkansas,  California,  Canada,  Georgia,  Illinois, 
Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Louisiana,  Maine,  Maryland,  Minne- 
sota, Michigan,  Missouri,  New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  Ohio, 
Vermont  and  Nebraska.  Also  two  volumes  bound  of  Now 
York,  from  1859  to  1872  inclusive,  and  the  entire  printed  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States, 
bound  in  two  volumes — these  last  are  very  rare,  and  all  are  val- 
uable. Of  Connecticut  I  have  the  eleven  years  last  past;  of 
Kentucky,  from  1861  to  1872;  of  Mississippi,  only  the  last 
three  years;  of  Pennsylvania,  from  1862  to  1873  ;  of  Tennessee, 
ten  years  to  date ;  Virginia  the  last  six  years  and  the  hope  of  a 
reprint;  Wisconsin  the  last  seven  years.  Correspondence  has 
been  had,  and  the  probability  is  that  a  few  more  spaces  can  be 
filled  with  original  issues,  though  by  the  help  of  brethren 
already  named,  and  others  interested. 
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The  most  of  the  foregoing  have  been  secured  by  enlisting  the 
aid  of  the  brethren  named,  and  by  exchange  of  pamphlets  and 
documents  whenever  and  wherever  possible. 

Conspicnons  among  Grand  Recorders,  who  have  materially 
assisted,  are  Sir  George  Frank  Gouloy,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  who 
sent  me  fifty-three  pamphlets,  and  Sir  W.  II.  II.  Whitcomb,  of 
Vermont,  each  of  whose  gifts  were  of  bodies  other  than  their 
own,  while  none  have  withheld  h«?lp  and  sympathy  if  unable  to 
give  help. 

At  home  none  have  equalled  the  fine  contribution  of  Sir 
Charles  Edward  Powers,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  pam- 
phlets. 

I  have  also  opened  correspondence  with  Sir  W.  Tinkler,  of 
London,  Vice  Chancellor,  and  have  received  several  pamphlets 
issued  by  the  Great  Priory  of  England  and  Wales. 

Thus  it  is,  that  I  am  glad  to  report  so  great  progress  in  se- 
curing a  full  history  of  the  doings  of  templar  masons,  for  the 
perfection  of  which,  I  invoke  the  aid  of  all  masons  and  tem- 
plars, of  whatever  jurisdiction  ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  congratu- 
lation for  this  Grand  Commandery,  that  the  only  cost  attending 
the  enterprise  has  been  postage,  express  and  binding. 

In  connection  with  this,  I  have  freely  given  in  exchange, 
and  liberally  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  without 
exchange. 

The  following  table  compiled  from  the  last  printed  proceed- 
ings received,  of  the  several  Grand  Commanderies,  shows  the 
date  of  the  organization  of  each,  the  last  annual  conclave,  the 
number  of  subordinate  commanderies,  the  number  of  knights 
created,  and  the  number  of  members  in  each  jurisdiction  : 
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TABULAR    STATEMENT. 


GRAND  COMMAND 
BRY  OF 


When  Organized. 


Date  of  InHt  Annual 
Conclave. 


*  S  * 


•6 


No  of 
Meniban. 


Alabama 

Arkansas 

Canada 

England  &  Wales. 

California 

Connecticut 

Georgia 

Illinois 

Indiana. 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Mass.  and  R.  I  . . 

Maryland 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

New  Hampshire. . 

New  Jersey 

New  York 

Nebraska 

Ohio 

Pennsylvania 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Grand  Encamp't. . 


November29, 1860 
March  23,  1872 
October       9, 1855 

S«vcn  bodiea  existed  na 
earljr  u  1T96. 

August  10,  1858 
Septemberl3, 1827 
April  25, 1860 
October  27, 1857 
May  16, 1854 

Juno  6,  18G4 

December  29, 1868 
October  5,  1847 
February  12, 1864 
May  5,  1852 

May  6, 1805 

January  23,  1871 
January :  15, 1857 
October  25, 18G5 
January  21,  1857 
May  22,  1860 

June  12, 1860 

February  14, 1860 
June  18,  1814 
December  28, 1871 
October  24,  1843 
April  14, 1854 
October  12, 1859 
January;  19, 1^55 
June  17,  1824 
November27, 1822 
October     29, 1859 


May  7 

December  31 
August  15 
April  7 

April         11 
March        18 
May  21 

October  22 
April  1 

October  1 1 
May  21 

July  10 

February  14 
May  8 

October  31 
May  14  15  19 
June  3 

Juno  24 

May  27 

October  8 
Septcmber24 
September  9 
October  8 
June  19 

October  1,-3 
May  13 

May  14 

June  4 

June  10 
December  12 
January  15 
September 


1873 
1872 
1872 
1873 

1873 
1873 
1873 
1872 
1873 
1872 
1873 
1872 
1873 
1873 
1873 
1873 
1873 
1872 
1873 
1872 
1872 
1873 
1872 
1872 
1872 
1873 
1872 
1873 
1873 
1872 
1873 
1871 


9 

4 

17 

112 

10 
10 

8 

42 
23 
23 

5 
14 

4 
11 
38 

5 
30 

7 
13 
21 

9 
12 
47 

4 

26 
45 
12 

9 

9 

17 
10 
17 


Total  number  commanderies  in  U.  S.,  England  and 

dependencies 622 

Totid  number  created  in  United  States  only 

Total  number  of  members  in  United  States  only 


41 

15 

« 


57 

77 

25 

242 

179 

175 

51 

163 

37 

101 

467 

175 

229 

51 

104 

87 

78 

86 

669 

21 

189 

458 

64 

42 

49 

51 

63 


4086 


286 

212 

* 


542 

1319 

373 

2726 

1405 

994 

226 

734 

308 

1327 

5076 

599 

2031 

458 

362 

854 

924 

929 

6074 

189 

2048 

4714 

782 

837 

497 

742 

722 


37790 


*  Neither  England  and  Wales,  nor  Canada  gives  an  enumeration,  nor 
can  I  give  any  of  Grand  Encampment  of  the  U.  S.  except  as  above. 


In  several  cases  more  than  one  year  has  expired  since  the 
annual  assembly  was  held,  of  which  we  have  no  report  but  the 


90  PROOEEDIKGS  OF  THB  ORAKD  COHMAK0ERT 

reports  not  noticed  in  1872,  show  a  satisfactory  increase  of 
membership,  though  the  numbers  created  are  less  than  last 
year,  and  continued  harmony  and  prosperity,  more  marked 
however  in  some  jurisdictions. 

Our  own  proceedings  are  highly  complimented,  though  occa- 
sionally criticised  for  the  absence  of  a  report  on  foreign  corre- 
spondence, which  your  Recorder  is  asked  to  remedy — in  answer 
to  which,  you  will  permit  me  to  say,  that  as  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery  does  not  authorize  such  a  duty,  its  performance  can 
not  be  expected. 

Thanking  the  several  Grand  Recorders  and  committees  on 
foreign  correspondence  for  their  past  kindness  and  favors,  I 
hope  they  will  notice  the  foregoing  table,  and  see  that  this 
body  is  supplied  with  their  printed  proceedings,  not  yet  re- 
ceived. 

Since  the  last  annual  assembly  I  have  received  the  following 
sums  : 

On  accoant  of  returns  due  io  1872 {234  00 

For  returns,  dispensations,  charters  and  2  years 

per  capita  tox 2,237  60 

Total $2,471  60 

For  which  amount  I  hold  the  treasurer's  receipt. 

Frequent  calls  have  been  made  for  diplomas,  by  the  recorders 
and  others;  but  I  am  powerless  to  assist  them — a  diploma 
plate  is  much  needed,  and  the  want  of  it  works  much  incon- 
venience. 

The  per  capita  tax  has  necessitated  opening  ledger  accounts 
with  each  commandery,  and  considerably  increased  the  labors  of 
this  office;  but  as  new  blanks  for  returns  will  have  to  be 
printed,  the  form  can  be  so  arranged  as  to  simplify  the  labor. 
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Herewith  I  submit  the  following  table,  showing  in  abstract 
the  work  of  the  several  commauderies  in  this  jurisdiction. 

TABULAR    STATEMENT. 
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37. 
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47 

4 

6 

5076 

467 

71 
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The  records  of  this  office  show' that  in  addition  to  the  regular 
assemblies,  two  special  ones  have  been  held  during  the  year, 
dispensations  have  been  issued  to  Olivet  Commandery  in  Lynn, 
Athol  Commandery  in  Athol,  and  Bay  State  Commandery  in 
North  Bridgewater,  all  of  Massachusetts,  and  a  "charter  has 
recently  issued  to  Olivet  Commandery,"  making  the  thirty- 
sixth  charter  on  the  roll. 

With  thanks  for  the  prevailing  harmony  and  prosperity,  for 
the  attention  and  kindness  of  recorders  and  knights,  for  the 
friendly  and  fraternal  intercourse,  uninterrupted  between  the 
Grand  Officers  and  myself,  and  with  this  testimony  of  respect 
for  the  manly  and  knightly  character  of  the  present  B.  E. 
Grand  Commander,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain  fraternally 
yours, 

ALFRED  F.  CHAPMAN, 

Grand  Recorder. 


REPORT  OF  THE  GRAND  CAPTAIN  GENERAL. 

To  the  R,  E,  Grand  Commander  of  the  Orand  Commandery  of 
Knights  l^emplars  and  the  Appendant  Orders  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Rhode  Island. 

Right  Eminent  Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report  of  my  official  visitations  to  subordinate  command- 
erics  in  this  jurisdiction,  made  the  past  year  under  authority 
of  your  "  General  Order  No.  1,"  date  of  November  1st,  1872. 
By  this  order,  the  following  commanderies  were  assigned  to  me, 
viz  :  Holy  Sepulchre,  DeMolay,  Pilgrim,  Calvary,  Bethany 
and  Gethsemane,  (U.  D).  I  have  visited  each  of  these  except 
Holy  Sepulchre  and  Calvary,  which  you  will  remember  you 
subsequently  proposed  to  visit  yourself,  assigning  me,  instead 
thereof,  South  Shore,  which  latter  I  also  visited. 

Gethsemane,  (U.  D.)  was  visited  on  the  10th  of  February, 
but  not  till  after  an  effort  to  visit  it  earlier — which  failed  on 
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account  of  a  suow  blockade,  which  detained  me  all  day  and 
Dearly  all  night  on  the  railroad.  On  the  occasion  of  the  visit 
February  lOth,  I  found  a  full  attendance  of  earnest  men,  well 
uniformed  and  equipped,  and  provided  with  all  the  necessary 
paraphernalia  and  arrangements  for  the  full  working  of  the 
orders,  and  saw  the  Red  Cross  worked  in  a  manner  that  would 
do  credit  to  any  commandery  of  greater  age  and  longer  prac- 
tice. The  work  was  all  well  done,  and  the  then  acting  and 
since  installed  Commander  E.  Sir  Knight  James  M.  Greenwood 
presided  with  much  dignity,  and  conferred  the  order  in  an  ac- 
curate and  impressive  manner.  I  desire  to  add  that  the  work 
of  the  acting  and  now  installed  Prelate,  Sir  Knight  H.  C.  Hay- 
den,  who  was  knighted  in  this  commandery  while  under  dis- 
pensation, was  done  in  a  manner  I  have  seldom  seen  equalled. 
It  had  evidently  been  studied  till  its  meaning  and  force  was 
well  understood,  and  it  was  rendered  in  a  clear  and  distinct 
voice,  ai\d  in  the  most  solemn  and  iraj»ressive  manner — a  man- 
ner which  deeply  impressed  all  present,  and  amid  an  almost 
breathless  silence.  I  was  exceedingly  pleased  with  the  whole 
appearance  and  knightly  bearing  of  this  new  commandery.  It 
spoke  well  for  its  future  success,  anct  I  was  most  happy  to 
recommend  a  charter  as  desired  for  it,  and  subsequently  to 
assist  in  constituting  it.  I  would  remark  in  this  connection, 
that  the  excellent  condition  of  this  commandery  was  doubtless 
largely  due  to  the  eflBciency  of  E.  Sir  Knight  Lyman  Winship, 
of  St  Bernard  Commandery,  who  during  the  first  months  of 
Gethsemane's  work  under  dispensation,  was  its  commander. 
You,  Bight  Eminent  Sir,  have  had  opportunity  since  to  see 
of  what  material  it  is  composed  and  the  spirit  which  animates 
its  members,  and  will  I  am  sure,  agree  with  me  when  I  say  that 
its  success  is  assured. 

April  15th,  I  visited  Bethany   Commandery  at  Lawrence, 

where  I  found  everything  well  kept,  and  in  good  condition. 

They  have  new  apartments,  which  are  large,  convenient  and 

elegant,  affording  them  every  needed  facility  and  comfort.    The 

work  was  on  the  Red  Cross.    The  commander,  E.  Sir  Caleb 

Saunders,  labored  under  great  disadvantage  and  inconvenience 

from  being  obliged  to  u^e  crutches  at  that  time,  biit  neverthc- 
13 


04  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY 

less  the  work  was  well  and  creditably  done.    This  commandery 
seems  very  prosperous  and  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

April  IGth,  visited  Pilgrim  Commandery,  at  Lowell,  which, 
as  was  to  be  expected,  I  found  in  excellent  condition  in  all 
respects.  The  work  was  on  the  order  of  the  Temple,  ai\d  was 
exceedingly  well  ^rendered,  with  every  attention  to  the  most 
minute  detail.  The  drill  was  splendid — I  do  not  know  but  I 
might  say,  perfect — and  the  whole  ceremony  was  throughout, 
most  impressive  and  beautiful.  1  hardly  know  where,  in  its  gene- 
ral character,  it  could  be  improved.  There  were  a  few  deviations 
from  the  ritual  as  lately  established,  but  the  E.  Commander, 
Sir  Knight  Charles  E.  A.  Bartlett,  expressed  the  willingness  of 
the  commandery  to  conform  whenever  advised  of  any  discrep- 
ancy. The  new  hall  and  apartments  of  the  fraternity  here  are 
models  of  neatness,  taste,  and  convenience,  and  reflect  credit 
upon  the  owner  and  builder,  E.  Sir  Knight  Ilocum  Hosford,  as 
well  as  upon  all  who  had  to  do  with  fitting  them  up.  Here  is  the 
masonic  home  of  our  V.  E.  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  Charles 
A.  Stott,  whom  I  met  here,  and  who  honored  me  with  his  com- 
pany in  the  visittition,  ana  showcd'me  many  kind  and  knightly 
attentions,  as  did  others  of  the  Sir  Knights.  In  this  visitation 
as  in  the  preceding  ones,  I  also  had  the  pleasure  of  the  com- 
pany of  our  E.  Grand  Recorder. 

April  23d,  accompanied  by  E.  Sir  Knights  Rev.  George  S. 
Noyes,  Grand  Prelate,  and  William  Parkman,  Grand  Treasurer, 
1  visited  De  Molay  Commandery,  Boston,  E.  Sir  John  M.  Clark 
Commander.  It  is  needless  to  say  to  those  who  know  this 
commandery  and  its  presiding  officer,  that  it  is  in  excellent 
condition,  its  membership  large  and  rapidly  increjising,  every- 
thing nicely  preserved,  its  records  well  kept,  its  drill  good,  and 
its  work  accurate  and  impressive.  This  evening  the  work  was 
on  the  order  of  the  Temple,  and  was,  as  usual,  well  done,  each 
officer  ac<iuitting  himself  admirably  and  sustaining  the  hitherto 
excellent  and  well  earned  reputation  of  this  flourishing  com- 
mandery. 

October  Gth,  I  visited  South  Shore  Commandery,  East  Wey- 
mouth, E.  Sir  I^night  Z.  L«  Bieknell,  Commaudcr,  and  found 
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this  young  body  growing  finely,  doing  good  work,  and  the  Sir 
Knights  of  which  it  is  composed  acquitting  themselves  credit- 
ably. The  attendance  was  quite  large,  the  military  movements 
very  good,  and  the  work  accurate.  The  large  attendance,  and 
the  interest  manifested  in  the  ceremonies  evinces  that  the  Sir 
Knights  there  appreciate  the  institution.  I  saw  here  a  copy  of 
their  by-laws,  upon  which  one  of  their  members.  Sir  Knight 
Charles  N.  Marsh,  must  have  expended  weeks  of  labor.  It 
was  in  large  folio  form,  the  work  in  it,  all  of  which  was  done 
with  pen,  was  more  than  beautiful.  Each  page  was  surrounded 
by  an  elegant  border,  the  title,  headings,  etc.,  being  beautifully 
ornamented,  and  the  book  having  several  illuminated  pages, 
with  department  headings,  etc.,  for  their  past  officers  of  the 
various  grades.  The  whole  was  most  elegantly  bound,  and  is  a 
work  of  which  the  commandery,  and  especially  the  Sir  Knight 
who  executed  it,  may  well  be  proud. 

At  the  close  of  or  during  all  these  visitations,  I  joined  the  Sir 
Knights  in  breaking  bread  around  their  festive  board,  where? 
if  the  previous  "duty  "  had  been  "  severe,"  certainly  the  "  fare  " 
was  not  "coarse,"  and  I  enjoyed  tlieir  knightly  hospitalities  and 
most  pleasant  social  intercourse,  being  everywhere  received  and 
entertained  with  the  courtesy  becoming  my  rank,  and  as  your 
representative. 

In  addition  to  the  visits  enumerated,  I  may  add  that  I  was 
present  with  you,  Right  Eminent  Sir,  at  the  constituting  of 
Gethsemane  and  Olivet  Commanderies  at  Newton  and  Lynn, 
which  will,  of  course,  be  fully  reported  by  you. 

I  cannot,  in  justice  to  my  own  feelings,  close  without 
acknowledging  the  courtesy  extended  to  me  by  St.  John^s  Coni- 
mjindery  of  Providence,  in  inviting  me  to  join  them  on  the 
occasion  of  their  reception  and  entertainment  of  Gethsemane 
Commandery,  on  the  16th  of  September  last,  at  Providence  and 
Squantum,  where  a  day  was  spent  in  the  most  delightful  social 
intercourse  and  the  guests  entertained  in  a  princely  style,  in 
which,  I  am  sure,  St.  John's  can  hardly  be  excelled.  Also,  for 
a  similar  courtesy  from  De  Molay  Commandery,  on  the  occasion 
'of  its  Quarter  Centennial  Celebration,  at  the  country  seat  of  E. 
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Sir  William  Sutton,  at  Ipswich^  on  the  10th  of  October,  on 
Avhioh  occasion  the  hospitality  of  botii  the  Gommandery  and 
the  Eminent  Sir  Knight  Satton,  was  on  the  same  princely 
scale,  and  a  most  delightful  day  was  passed. 

Such  occasions,  giving  opportunity  for  relaxation  from  the 
cares  of  business,  cultivating  the  acquaintance  one  of  another 
of  the  brotherhood,  enjoying  social  intercourse  and  inter- 
change of  thought  and  sentiment,  and  improving  the  mind  by 
contact  one  with  another,  I  can  but  think  are  desirable  and 
profitable,  and,  therefore,  to  be  encouraged. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  CHICKERING, 

Grand  Captain  General. 


REPORT  OF  GRAND  GENERALISSIMO. 

r 

To  the  R,  E.  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Oammandery  of 
Knights  Templars  afid  the  Appendant  Orders  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Rhode  Island. 

Right  Eminent  Sir:  —  In  fulfillment  of  the  duties  you 
assigned  to  me  to  perform,  I  herewith  offer  the  following 
report : 

On  the  13th  of  December,  1872,  by  your  request,  I  was 
present  at,  and  presided  at  the  election  of  the  officers  of  Bristol 
Commandery,  and  installed  them  into  oflice. 

April  9th,  1873,  accompanied  by  E.  Sir  A.  F.  Chapman,  Grand 
Recorder,  I  visited  Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery  at  Melrose. 
There  was  a  large  attendance  of  Sir  Knights,  and  the  work  on 
the  Order  of  Malta  was  very  finely  and  correctly  rendered.  A 
banquet  followed,  and  the  social  and  fraternal  greeting  extended 
to  your  representative  will  continue  to  be  remembered  with 
great  pleasure. 

This  commandery  maintains  its  excellent  reputation,  and  its 
continued  prosperity  is  assured,  under  the  efficient  administra- 
tion of  Commander  Parker. 
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May  1.  Accompanied  by  E.  Sir  John  Dean,  Gmnd  Junior 
Warden,  I  visited  Worceiter  County  Gomniaudery.  A  goodly 
array  of  valiant  knights  greeted  our  reception  within  their 
asylum.  The  work  on  the  Order  of  the  Red  Gross  was  very 
creditably  exemplified  by  the  E.  Gommander  Rev.  Thos.  E.  8t. 
John.  A  very  pleasant  occasion  was  enjoyed,  both  within  the 
council  chamber  and  at  the  banqueting  hall.  The  revised  by* 
laws,  charter,  rules  of  order,  roll  of  mcnibera,  and  a  brief  his* 
torical  sketch  of  this  commandery,  up  to  187^,  are  very  neatly 
printed,  in  convenient  form,  for  the  use  of  the  commandery. 
This  commandery  occupying,  as  it  does,  the  jurisdiction 
over  the  beautiful  inland  city  of  Worcester  and  surroundiug 
territory,  commands  a  good  and  important  field  for  usefulness, 
and  the  interest  and  zeal  of  the  Sir  Knights,  for  promoting  the 
good  of  our  order  here,  are  commensurate,  I  think,  with  the 
responsibility  reposed  in  them. 

May  5th.  I  visited  St  Omer  Gommandery  at  South  Boston, 
E.  Sir  Edward  H.  Braiuard,  Gommander.  I  was  accompanied, 
on  this  occasion,  by  E.  Sir  A.  F.  Ghapman,  Grand  Recorder, 
and  E.  Sirs  A.  B.  Barrett,  Gommander,  and  S.  G.  Ames,  Past 
Gommander  of  Wm.  Parkman  Gommandery. 

A  very  cordial  reception  was  extended  by  the  oflBcers  and 
members  of  St.  Omer.  The  commander,  assisted  by  Past 
Gommander  White,  as  Master  of  Infantry,  exemplified  the  Or- 
der of  the  Red  Gross  in  a  very  interesting  and  impressive  man- 
ner. A  sumptuous  banquet  followed  where  good  cheer  pre- 
vailed and  interesting  speeches  were  made.  The  presence  of 
the  V.  E.  Grand  Gaptain  General  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
of  the  U.  S.  contributed  much  to  the  pleasure  of  the  occasion. 
I  am  happy  to  report  that  this  commandery  is  in  a  very 
prosperous  and  excellent  condition  ;  and  its  commander  a 
worthy  successor  of  his  eminent  predecessors. 

May  14th.  I^visited  St.  Bernard  Gommandery,  E.  Sir  Samuel 
Wells  in  command.     The  work  of  the  evening  was  the  confer-' 
ring  of  the  Order  of  the  Red  Gross,  which  was  very  commend- 
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ably  done.  There  was  a  fair  attendance  of  Sir  Knights,  and  I 
was  received  with  great  cordiality  and  knightly  courtesy,  and 
the  acquaintance  made  with  the  Sir  Knights  of  this  cora- 
mandery  will  .be  cherished  with  none  but  pleasant  recollections. 
I  was  pleased  to  meet  R.  E.  William  W.  Baker,  Past  Orand 
Master,  and  Past  Commander  Ames,  who  were  identified  with 
the  early  history  of,  and  whose  lively  interest  for  the  prosperity 
of  St  Bernard  continue  unabated.  Being  obliged  to  return 
that  evening,  I  had  to  forego  the  pleasure  of  being  present  at 
the  banquet  which  was  to  follow  the  work.  I  take  pknisure 
in  reporting  this  Commaudery  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

June  16th.  I  visited  Old  Colony  Commandery,  at  Abington, 
where  I  witnessed  a  very  careful  and  commendable  rendering 
of  the  work  on  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross,  in  tlie  Council 
Chamber,  by  the  Sovereign  Master,  and  great  excellence  in  the 
Prelate's  apartment  by  Sir  Knight  Dyer.  Commander  Stetson 
is  unwearied  in  his  efforts  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  this 
body.  The  formation  of  a  new  commandery  at  North  Bridge- 
water  was  then  being  considered,  and  a  dispensation  has  since 
been  granted  for  that  purpose.  I  trust  that  the  formation  of 
the  new  commandery  will  not  diminish  the  vigor  and  prosperity 
of  Old  Colony. 

October  30th.  I  visited  Winslow  Lewis  Commandery  at 
Salem.  Although  a  large  number  of  knights  have  been 
diniited  from  this  commandery  to  form  Olivet  Commandery  at 
Lynn,  there  were  more  than  thirty  knights  in  line.  I  was 
accompanied  by  Past  E.  Commander  Sutton,  whose  honorable 
record  is  well  known.  In  the  absence  of  Commander  Peirson, 
whom  I  regretted  to  learn  was  confined  to  his  house  by  serious 
illness,  and  considering  the  improvision  of  officers  for  th** 
evening,  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  was  very  successfully  and 
satisfivctorily  exemplified  by  the  Generalissimo,  Dana  Z.  Smith. 
I  enjoyed  a  very  pleasant  occasion  in  the  exchange  of  knightly 
greeting,  both  within  the  asylum  and  at  the  festive  board.  I 
'found  that  the  charters  of  the  several  commanderies  visited  are 
well  preserved,  and  the  records  properly  and  well  kept. 


OF  MASSACHUSETTS  AND  RHODE  ISLAND.  99 

June  12th.  I  was  present  at  the  constitution  of  Oethsemane 
Gommandery,  and  a?so  at  the  constitution  of  Olivet  Command- 
ery,  October  22. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

HORACE  DANIELS, 

Grand  Generalifs'mo. 


REPORT  OF  V.  E.  DEPUTY  GRAND  COMMANDER. 

To  the  R.  E,  Orand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  Massachusetts  and  Rfwde  Island. 

Your  order  of  November  1st,  1872,  assigned  to  me  for  visita- 
tion, Boston,  Springfield,  Palestine,  Milford,  Jerusalem,  Berk- 
shire, Connecticut  Valley,  and  Northampton  Commanderies, 
and  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  visited  them  all 
with  the  exception  of  Berkshire,  which  has-been  visited  by  the 
Grand  Capttiin  General,  whose  report  is  annexed.  My  visita- 
tions to  these  several  bodies  has  been  attended  with  profit  and 
pleasure  to  myself  and  I  have  upon  all  occasions  been  received 
with  that  knightly  courtesy  due  to  a  representiitive  of  this 
Grand  Commandery,  and  for  which  the  knights  of  this  juris- 
diction are  so  justly  famed. 

My  visit  to  Boston  Commandery  is  especially  worthy  of  notice, 
for  it  was  upon  the  occasion  of  the  reception  of  a  committee 
from  St.  John's  Commandery,  No.  4,  of  Philadelphia,  charged 
with  the  pleasjint  duty  of  presenting  to  Boston  Commandery, 
an  elegant  commander's  jewel,  asa  testimonial  of  knightly  feeling 
existing  between  the  two  bodies ;  and  1  can  assure  you  that  it 
was  an  occasiojn  long  to  be  remembered,  and  I  have  thought  it 
proper  to  embalm  it  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery, and  for  that  purpose  have  introduced  the  following 
Ode,  composed  by  Sir  John  K.  Hall,  Past  Commander  of  BoS' 
ton  Commandery ; 


100  PBOGBEDXKGS  OF  THB  GKAKD  OOMMAKDEBY 

ODE. 

Though  years  have  flown  since  first  we  met 

Sir  Knigbts  from  good  old  Penn., 
Yet  Boston  Knic^bts  will  ne*er  forget 

Tlie  pledge  we  gave  them  then. 

For  Autd  Lang  Syne,  Sir  Knights, 

For  Auld  Lang  Syne, 
Let  Boston  Knights  All  to  the  brim, 

And  pledge  in  sparkling  wine. 

We  greet  them  here  in  Knightly  garb, 

But  peaceful  our  array, 
Our  Swords  are  sheathed,  our  Banners  furled, 

No  foe  im|>edes  our  way. 

For  Auld  Lang  Syne,  Sir  Knigbts, 

We  greet  your  presence  here  ; 
And  coming  years  sliall  closer  bind 

Our  hearts  in  love  sincere. 

And  we  now  pledge  you  we  will  keep 

This  chain  of  Friendship  bri^^bt, 
And  in  our  memories  long  shall  live 

This  meeting  here  to-night. 

And  Auld  Lang  Syne,  Sir  Knigbts, 
When  years  on  yeare  have  flown. 

Shall  be  remembered  by  our  band. 
Whene'er  that  Cross  is  shown. 

And  Boston  Knights  in  coming  years, 

With  pride  shall  hwk  upon 
This  cordial  greeting  with  our  friends. 

The  Knights  of  good  Saint  John. 

Then  Knights,  fill  up,  a  health  to  nil 
Who  Knightly  Cross  have  borne, 

God  bless  this  meeting  here  to-night. 
Where  Boston  greets  St.  John. 

On  the  occasii»n  of  my  visit  to  Palestine  Commandery,  after 
having  inspected  the  work,  which  was  very  satisfactory,  an  hour 
or  two  was  passed  in  a  social  manner;  and,  among  the  pleasant 
things  said  by  the  knights,  I  have  thought  best  to  give  you  aa 
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extract  from  a  poem,  by  Sir  Knight  Shillaber,  as  being  very 
appropriate  to  the  occasion,  as  well  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  one 
of  the  most  genial  of  Palestine's  band : 

"  Q(mI  bless  the  Grand  Com'dry,  and  may  she  praise  her  daughter, 
The  lively  little  '  Palestine/  this  side  the  Mystic  water ; 
Who  shows  the  Deputy  her  mother,  sends  a  sample  of  her  quality, 
And  how  she  mingles  chivalry  with  virtue,  peace,  and  jollity. 
The  shades  of  Templcstown  here  find  amelioration : 
We  cast  its  shadows  from  our  souls  in  like  illuniinati(m ; 
The  fare,  sweet  bread  and  water,  still  nominally  fills  us. 
But  surfeit  of  such  fare  as  this,  rarely^  if  ever,  kills  us; 
Then  fill  your  scallop  shells  with  me,  of  course,  in  Mystic  Water, 
And  pledge  the  Grand  Commaudery  as  we  dutifully  oughter." 

On  the  10th  of  the  present  month,  I  was  present  at  the 
Quarter  Centennial  of  De  Molay  Commandery,  celebrated  at 
the  country  seat  of  Eminent  Sir  Knight  Sutton,  at  Ipswich, 
Mass.  The  day  was  all  that  could  ]je  desired,  and  our  distin- 
guished host  enterUiined  his  guests  with  that  unbounded  hos- 
pitality for  which  he  is  so  justly  celebrated ;  and  I  feel  under 
great  obligations  to  the  De  Molays  for  the  opportunity  of 
being  able  to  "  take  a  cup  of  kindness  for  Auld  Lang  Syne." 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  that  I  have  found  all  the  command- 
eries  in  a  uniformly  good  condition,  and  the  exemplification  of 
the  orders  to  be  generally  in  accordance  with  the  established 
work  of  the  Grand  Body  ;  and  everywhere  has  been  manifest  an 
earnest  disposition  to  maintain  the  reputation  which  our  com- 
manderies'have  so  long  enjoyed. 

CHAS.  A.  STOTT, 

Deputy  Grand  Commander. 


Lowell,  Oct.  29,  1873. 


PiTTSFiBLD,  Mass.,  Oct.  30,  1873. 


Charles  Adams  Stott, 

Deputy  Grand  Comnjander. 

Very   Eminent  Sir: — At  your  request,  I  have  visited  Berkshire 
Commandery  at  Pittsfieid,  and  respectfully  report  that  I  found  its  charter 
carefully  preserved  and  its  records  well  kept,  but  showing  very  little 
work  done  during  the  past  year. 
14 
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The  Commander,  Sir  H.  8.  Russell ,  liAs  been  laid  aside  from  active 
duty  by  a  painful  illness,  during  nearly  tbe  entire  year,  so  that  he  has 
been  unable  to  attend  very  few  of  its  assemblies,  and  the  commandery 
has  necessarily  greatly  felt  the  absence  of  its  head. 

During  the  latter  part  of  tbe  year  nine  applicants  have  been  accepted, 
and  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  has  been  conferred  upon  five.  In  the 
absence  of  the  commander,  the  writer  has  been  called  to  officiate  in  his 
place,  and  you  will  therefore  not  expect  of  me  an  opinion  of  the  manner 
in  which  that  part  of  the  work  was  performed;  but  as  to  the  other  offi- 
cers, I  think,  I  may  truly  say  that  they  are  in  possession  of  the  accepted 
ritual,  and  that,  considering  the  circumstances  under  which  they  were 
obliged  to  work,  I  think  it  was  creditable  to  them. 

The  annual  election  of  officers  takes  place  this  month,  and,  under  the 
new  administration,  we  look  for  renewed  interest  and  increased  activity, 
and  have  no  doubt,  Berkshire  Commandery  will  give  a  good  report  of 
herself. 

Very  respectfully,  yours  fraternally, 

HENRY  CHICKERING, 

Grand  Captain  General. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  then  delivered  the  follow- 
ing /^ 

ADDRESS. 

Sir  Knights  of  the  Grand  ConimaJidery  : 

Almighty  God  has  again  permitted  us  to  gather  together  in 
annual  assembly,  to  perform  such  duties  as  appertain  to  the 
well  being  of  templar  masonry,  within  our  jurisdiction ;  to 
complete  the  work  of  another  year  in  our  history,  receiving 
and  giving  an  account  of  our  varied  stewardships ;  to  take  such 
counsel  together  as  will  place  upon  a  more  enduring  basis,  if 
possible,  our  templar  existence,  and  such  action  as  will  enure 
to  the  benefit  and  prosperity  of  our  Grand  Commandery  and 
its  subordinate  commanderies.  Let  us  give  thanks  for  his  lov- 
ing kindness  to  us.  Let  us  invoke  his  blessing  upon  us.  May 
our  counsels  be  guided  by  wisdom,  our  hearts  filled  with  love, 
and  our  work  blessed  by  the  divine  approval,  and  all  we  do, 
redound  to  the  common  good. 
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VISITATIONS. 

m 

Upon  being  re-elected  to  my  present  position  I  issued  the 
following  order : 

Grand  Commandert  of  Knights  TEMPiiARS,  and  Appendant  Orders 

OF  Mabsaciiusbtts  and  Rhode  Island. 

Office  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander, 

Providence,  R.  I.,  Nov.  Ist,  1872. 

[General  Order,  No.  1.] 

First.— The  R  E.  Grand  Commander  reserves  to  himself  for  his  per- 
sonal visitation  and  examination,  the  following  subordinate  command- 
cries,  to  wit:  St.  John's,  Newbuiyport,  Washington,  Sutton,  Joseph 
Warren  and  South  Shore. 

Second.— That  the  following  subordinate  commanderies  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  assigned  to  V.  E.  Sir  Charles  A.  Stott,  Deputy  Grand 
Commander,  to  visit  and  examine,  to  wit :  Boston,  Springfield,  Palestine, 
Milford,  Jerusalem,  Berkshire,  Connecticut  Valley  and  Northampton. 

■ 

Third. — That  the  following  subordinate  commanderies  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  assigned  to  E.  Sir  Horace  Daniels,  Grand  Generalissimo, 
to  visit  and  examine,  viz :  Worcester  County,  Winslow  Lewis,  Hugh  de 
Payens,  St.  Omer,  St.  Bernard  and  Old  Colony. 

Fourth. — That  the  following  subordinate  commanderies  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  assigned  to  E.  Sir  Henry  Chickering,  Grand  Captain 
General  to  visit  and  examine,  viz :  Holy  Sepulchre,  DeMolay,  Pilgrim, 
Calvary,  Bethany  and  Gethsemane  (U.  D). 

Fifth. — That  the  following  subordinate  commanderies  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  assigned  to  E.  Sir  Edward  L.  Freeman,  Grand  Lecturer, 
to  visit  and  examine,  viz :    Woonsocket,  Bristol  and  Narragansett. 

Sixth. — That  the  following  subordinate  commanderies  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  assigned  to  E.  Sir  E.  Dana  Bancroft,  Grand  Lecturer,  to 
visit  and  examine,  to  wit :    Haverhill,  Godfrey  de  Bouillon  and  Natick. 

Seventh. — That  the  following  subordinate  commanderies  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  assigned  to  E.  Sir  Charles  M.  Avery,  Grand  Lecturer, 
to  visit  and  examine,  to  wit :  William  Parkman,  Trinity  and  Coeur  de 
Lion. 

EiOHTH. — That  the  V.  E.  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  the  E.  Grand 
Generalissimo,  the  E.  Grand  Captain  General  and  the  E.  Grand  Lecturers, 
severally  report  to  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  at  the  next  annual 
assembly  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  in  October,  A.  D.,  1S78,  the  result 
of  such  visitations  and  examination. 
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Ninth. — It  is  further  ordered,  that  the  aforenamed  Grand  Officers 
shall  not  take  with  them,  or  either  of  them,  on  such  visitations,  any  per- 
son or  persons  at  the  expense  ot  the  Grand  Commandery,  without  per- 
mission from  the  R  E.  Grand  Commander  being  first  had  and  obtained. 

Tenth. — It  is  also  ordered,  that  this  order  be  read  at  the  head  ot  each 
commandery  at  the  next  regular  meeting  thereof  after  its  receipt. 

N.  VAN  8LYCK,  Grand  Commander. 

Attest :    AXFRED  P.  CHAPMAN,  Grand  Recorder. 

The  division  of  commauderies  thus  made  for  visitation  and 
examination  was  afterward  changed  so  as  to  relieve  the  Grand 
Captain  General  from  visiting  and  examining  Holy  Sepulchre 
and  Calvary,  and  imposing  upon  him  the  duty  of  visiting 
South  Shore  Commandery,  the  two  former  being  taken  by  my- 
self, and  the  latter  from  the  commauderies  retained  for  my 
personal  visitation. 

On  the  13th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1873, 1  visited  Newburyport 
Commandery  and  witnessed  work  upon  the  Order  of  the  Tem- 
ple. For  care  taken  and  accuracy  attained  the  work  here  was 
equal  to  any  in  the  jurisdiction.  As  is  known  to  you  the  mem- 
bership of  this  body  is  small,  but  I  assure  you  that  you  will  here 
find  as  earnest  men  and  as  good  templars  as  are  to  be  found. 
It  was  my  pleasure,  to  have  with  me  during  the  visitation,  our 
well-known  knight  Sir  Ben.  Perley  Poore,  and  I  take  this  op- 
portunity of  acknowledging  the  courtesy  with  which  your 
representative  was  received  and  cared  for  both  by  him  and  the 
representatives  of  this  commandery. 

On  the  20th  of  the  same  month,  I  visited  Holy  Sepulchre 
Commandery,  at  Pawtucket.  The  work  of  the  evening  was 
upon  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  and  was  well  rendered,  as  would 
naturally  be  expected  of  a  commandery  under  the  command  of 
our  E.  Grand  Lecturer,  Sir  Edward  L.  Freeman.  Upon  this 
occasion,  I  was  accompanied  by  E.  Sir  Henry  C.  Field,  Com- 
mander, and  Sirs  S.  S.  Foss,  C.  D.  Sollew,  and  R.  W.  Comstock, 
of  Calvary  Commandery,  and  Sir  William  Jackson,  Captain 
General  of  St.  John's  Commandery,  and  E.  Sir  W.  E.  Parker, 
with  seven  members  of  Woonsocket  Commandery,  and  Sir 
Daniel  H.  Smith,  Generalissimo  of  Bristol  Commandery,  with 
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five  members  of  said  commandery,  and  Sir  Rev.  J.  J.  Woolley, 
<rf  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut.  The 
presence  of  these  knights,  with  the  members  of  Holy  Se- 
pulchre, gave  great  interest  to  the  visitation,  and  left  very 
pleasant  memories  with  all  who  witnessed  the  work,  or  listened 
to  the  many  happy  remarks  made  at  a  later  hour  in  the  evening. 

On  the  17th  of  last  month,  I  made  a  visitation  to  Washington 
Commandery.  It  was  the  evening  prescribed  by  its  by-laws,  for 
the  annual  election  of  officers,  and  I  presided  during  the  election 
and  afterwards  installed  the  officers  elect.  I  had  hoped  to  have 
made  yet  another  visit  to  this  commandery,  but  have  been  un- 
able so  to  do.  The  change  for  the  better  ia  this  body,  during 
the  five  years  last  past,  is  very  marked.  None  have  better  ma- 
terial, and  none  are  actuated  by  a  truer  sense  of  the  duty  of 
templar  masonry.  I  was  assisted  in  my  duty  by  E.  Sir  John 
Eldred;  our  Grand  Standard  Bearer,  and  Sirs  Wm.  J.  Cozzens 
and  David  Stevens. 

On  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  this  month,  I  visited  St.  John's 
Commandery,  and  witnessed  work  upon  the  Order  of  the 
Temple.  Our  ritual  was  finely  rendered  throughout,  but  that 
portion  which  was  done  in  the  Prelate's  room  was  especially  to 
be  commended.  *  *  *  I  was  met  at  the  asylum  by  E.  Past 
Grand  Generalissimo  Wm.  B.  Blanding,  and  E.  Sirs  Edwin  J. 
Nightingale,  Nelson  W.  Aldrich,  Past  Commanders  of  Calvary 
Commandery,  and  Sir  Edwin  Baker  of  Calvary  Commandery, 
W.  Grand  Secretary  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island. 
St.  John's  was  never  in  so  flourishing  condition  as  now.  Made 
up  largely,  as  it  is,  of  active  and  energetic  men,  who  both  love 
templar  masonry  and  take  pride  in  the  history  of  their  com- 
mandery, it  is  believed  that  its  future  will  but  add  lustre  to  its 
present. 

On  the  following  evening,  Oct.  7,  A.  1).  1873, 1  visited  Cal- 
vary Commandery.  This  body  was  originally  assigned  to  our 
E.  Grand  Captain  General ;  but  at  my  suggestion,  and  with  his 
assent,  he  was  relieved  from  its  visitation.  The  work  of  the 
evening  was  upon  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross.    The  ritual  was 
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accurately  rendered;  and  its  officers  show  great  interest  in  the 
work.  As  in  some  other  commanderics,  the  banquet  was  given 
during  the  work,  and,  in  my  judgment,  added  much  to  its  effi- 
cacy. 

The  only  remaining  oommandeiy  retained  for  my  personal 
visitation,  was  Sutton.  This  visitation  I  intended  to  make  on 
the  first  Thursday  of  this  month,  on  the  occasion  of  their 
regular  assembly,  but  my  absence  in  Philadelphia  prevented 
my  doing  so.  This  is  a  matter  of  regret  to  me,  as  I  was  very 
desirous  of  meeting  the  Sir  Knights  of  Sutton.  Although  I 
did  not  personally  visit  them  at  their  asylum,  yet  it  has  been 
my  privilege  to  meet  many  members  of  that  body  during  the 
year;  and  from  such  meetings  I  have  ascert4iiiied  that  its  con- 
dition is  healthy  and  its  success  assured. 

PARADES. 

In  my  address  at  the  semi-annual  assembly  of  May  24,  A.  D. 
1872,  I  submitted  a  correspondence  between  the  Grand  Com- 
mander and  Connecticut  Valley  Commandery,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  an  application  for  leave  "  to  come  out  as  escort  to  the 
Edwin  E.  Day,  Post  G.  A.  R.,  on  Decoration  Day."  In  my  reply 
to  that  application,  I  called  their  attention  to  the  action  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  and  of  my  immediate  predecessor  upon 
the  subject  of  public  parades,  and  said,  "  You  will,  by  so  doing, 
see  that  this  matter  has  been  thoroughly  considered  and  tlie 
rule  emphatically  settled,  that,  except  for  '  Masonic  duty,  or 
the  extension  or  reception  of  knightly  courtesies  and  hospi- 
tality,' parades  in  regalia  cannot  be  admitted." 

Since  that  time  I  have  been  governed  by  the  policy  then 
announced  in  all  cases,  save  one,  and  that  one  was  drawn  to 
your  attention  in  my  annual  address  of  October  25,  A.  D.  1872. 
That  case  was  put  upon  a  different  basis,  to  wit :  That  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Masons,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
had  decided  that  such  an  occasion,  as  that  referred  to  in  that 
application,  —  the  dedication  of  a  soldiers'  monument,  —  by 
reason  of  its  rarity,  was  a  proper  occasion  for  a  Lodge  of  Masons 
to  take  part  in ;  and  the  dispensation  was  granted,  solely  and 
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entirely  upon  tliat  ground.    At  the  same  annual  assembly,  this 
whole  matter  was  referred  to  a  committee. 

At  the  semi-annual  assembly,  in  May  last,  I  made  use  of  the 
following  words:  "Again  the  subject  of 'Parades'  will  be 
brought  to  your  attention,  a  subject  deserving  careful  con- 
sideration at  your  hands.  It  should  be  decided  now,  that  your 
action  may  be  a  guide  for  the  future.  I  will  not  repeat  my 
views  at  this  time,  as  they  have | been  sufficiently  stated  in  the 
past;  but  must  add  that  the  want  of  action  here  will  be  taken 
as  an  approval  of  the  'views'  I  have  heretofore  officially  given." 

As  yet  there  has  been  no  report  from  that  committee,  and  no 
action  by  this  Grand  Body  upon  that  subject;  and  I  have, 
therefore,  done,  as  I  stated  I  should,  in  reference  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  have  considered  all  applications  for  parade,  in  view  of 
the  principles  announced  in  my  reply  to  Connecticut  Valley 
Gommandery.  It  has  been  found  that,  practically,  but  little 
limitation  is  caused  in  the  asking  for  leave  to  parade,  or  in 
granting  such  applications  —  under  this  rule. 

I  have  granted  leave  to  parade,  in  the  following  cases :  — 

To  Jerusalem  Gommandery,  to  invite  Worcester  Gounty, 
Milford  and  Gonneeticut  Valley  Gommanderies  of  this  juris- 
diction, and  Hugh  de  Paynes  Gommandery  of  Keene,  N.  H., 
and  St.  George  Gommandery  of  Nashua,  N.  H.,  to  accept  its 
hospitality,  on  the  11th  day  of  June  last,  at  Fitchburg ;  and 
gave  leave  to  each  of  said  commanderies  to  parade,  in  regalia, 
upon  that  occasion. 

On  the  7th  of  June  last,  Old  Golony  Gommandery  was  per- 
mitted "  to  commemorate  St.  John's  Day,  by  a  drill  and  basket 
picnic,  within  the  grounds  of  the  Island  Grove,  Abington,"  in 
full  regalia;  and  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month  I  granted  a 
dispensation  to  South  Shore  Gommandery,  to  unite  with  Old 
Golony,  in  the  observance  of  said  day. 

Washington  Gommandery,  having  ascertained  that  St.  Elmo 
Gommandery  of  Meriden,  Gonn.,  was  about  to  visit  the  city  of 
Newport,  asked  leave  to  parade,  upon  Friday,  July  11th,  1873, 
for  escort  to  said  visiting  body,  which  application  was  cheer- 
fully granted. 
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Bethany  Conimandery  having,  on  the  30th  of  July  hist, 
learned  that  Mount  Iloreb  Conimandery  of  Concord,  N.  II., 
proposed  making  a  pilgrimage  througli  Massachusetts  and 
Khode  Island,  invited  said  commandery  to  tarry  with  them 
awhile  upon  their  journey,  which  invitation  having  been  ac- 
cepted, made  application  for  leave  to  parade,  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  and  escorting  their  invited  guests  ui)on  their  arrival, 
to-wit,  on  the  3d  day  of  September  last,  whereupon  a  dispensa- 
tion Wiis  granted,  in  accordance  with  the  application  made. 

On  the  12th  of  last  August,  Palestine  Commandery  having 
invited  Haverhill  Commandery  to  visit  them  at  their  asylum, 
on  the  3d  day  of  September,  1873,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
upon  the  occasion  of  their  arrival  to  parade,  for  the  purpose  of 
escort  and  reception  ;  and  Haverhill  Commandery,  upon  proper 
application,  was  also  granted  leave  to  make  such  parade  as 
might  be  necessary  by  reason  of  their  acceptance  of  said  invi- 
tation. 

Calvary  Commandery  having  obtained  permission  to  invite 
Pilgrim  Commandery,  to  acce])t  of  its  hospitality,  on  the  5th 
day  of  September,  1873,  and  leave  being  granted  it  to  parade 
in  case  of  an  acceptance  of  such  invitation,  and  Pilgrim  Com- 
mandery having  asked  leave  to  accept  such  invitation,  and  to 
a])pear  in  regalia  at  the  time  referred  to,  said  leave  was  granted. 

On  the  second  day  of  October,  A.  I).*  1873, 1  granted  leave  to 
De  Molay  Commandery  to  accept  an  invitation  of  E.  Sir  Wm. 
Sutton,  to  visit  him  at  his  country  seat  in  Ipswich,  on  the  10th 
day  of  the  same  month.  Said  invitation  was  given  in  view  of 
the  fact,  that  upon  the  tenth  of  this  month  DeMolay  had 
completed  an  existence  of  twenty-five  years,  and  said  visitiition 
formed  the  celebration  of  its  twenty-fifth  anniversary. 

Leave  was  also  granted  to  Haverhill  Commandery  to  escort 
the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  upon  the  occasion 
of  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone  for  a  new  masonic  temple,  then 
(June  24,  A.  D.  1873,)  about  to  be  erected  in  the  city  of  Haver- 
hill. 

The  invitation  to  Haverhill  Commandery,  by  Palestine,  was 
the  consequence  of  the  knightly  courtesy  and  hospitality  shown 
to  the  members  of  Palestine,  upon  the  occasion  of  their  pres- 
ence in  Haverhill,  to  bury  a  brother  templar,  a    member  of 
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said  commaDdery.  So  also  the  invitation  by  Calvary  was  in 
consequence  of  similar  acts  Shown  it  by  Pilgrim,  when  in  Low- 
ell to  perform  the  same  duty  over  the  remains  of  one  of  her 
fallen  knights. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  there  was  one  visitation  which 
deserves  especial  mention.  I  refer  to  a  visitation  to  St  John's 
Commandery,  of  Gothsemane  Commandery.  This  visitation 
was  made  in  citizens  dress  and  the  visitors  were  received  in 
citizens  dress.  There  has  so  much  been  said  and  written  in 
reference  to  the  too  common  or  frequent  public  appearance  of 
masonic  bodies  that  it  is  not  deemed  best  to  say  much  at  this 
time  concerning  it,  and  yet  I  cannot  refrain  from  saying,  that 
all  who  participated  in  the  visitation  were  well  pleased  with  the 
fact  of  all  being  without  regalia,  and  were  convinced  of  the 
propriety  of  this  action  in  reference  thereto. 

There  are  so  many  societies  that  in  some  manner  imitate  the 
dress  belonging  to  our  order,  that  the  profane  find  it  difficult 
to  disassociate  us  in  their  minds,  and  our  public  appearance  for 
otlier  than  for  masonic  work,  tends  to  confuse  them,  as  to  our 
identity.  We  cannot  too  carefully  keep  before  ourselves,  and 
before  the  world,  the  distinctive  character  of  our  order,  as  well 
as  its  entire  dissimilarity  to  the  many  ephemeral  societies  with 
which  the  community  is  filled. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  Mount  Horeb  Commandery 
passing  through  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island, 
but  it  has  not  been  stated  that  this  was  not  done  until  full  per- 
mission ha(l  been  asked  of  and  granted  by  me. 

It  is  the  only  commandery  that  has  recognized  its  duty  in 
this  regard,  and  I  here  record  it  that  attention  may  be  called 
to  the  subject.  No  one  of  our  comraanderies  can  parade  ex- 
cept for  a  funeral,  without  the  permission  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mander so  to  do,  is  first  had  and  obtained,  and  most  certainly 
no  other  commandery  should  assume  to  itself  rights  or  privi- 
leges greater  than  they.  In  all  dispensations  of  my  granting 
to  go  beyond  our  limits,  it  has  been  made  a  prerequisite  that 
permission  should  be  obtained  from  the  R.  E.  Grand  Com* 
mander  of  the  jurisdiction  to  be  visited. 
15 
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DECISIONS. 

On  the  18th  day  of  Jnne  last,  I  received  a  letter  from  Sir 
George  H.  Peirson,  Eminent  Commander  of  Winslow  Lewis 
Conimandery,  asking  for  a  ruling  upon  a  proposition  therein 
contained ;  and  that  you  may  be  the  better  able  to  understand 
both  question  and  answer,  I  will  read  you  the  correspondence  : 

Salbm,  June  17,  1873. 
R.  E.  Sir  Nicholas  Van  Slyck. 

Dear  Sir:  — Please  inlorm  me  if  a  charter  member  of  a  new  com- 
mandery  has  a  right  to  a  dimit  from  the  commandery  of  which  he  is  a 
member,  until  all  arrearages  are  paid. 

Fraternally  yourp, 

GEORGE  H.  PEIRSON, 
E.  C.  Winslow  Lewis  Commandery. 

Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars,  and  tub  Appendant 
Orders  of  Massachusetts  and    Rhode  Island. 

Office  of  Grand  Commander, 

Providence,  June  19,  A.  D.  1873. 

Eminent  Sir  :  —  Yours  of  June  17,  A.  D.  1873,  is  duly  received. 

My  answer  is,  that  if  a  Isnight  is  a  petitioner  for  a  charter  with  others, 
and  is  with  others  constituted  into  a  commandery,  that  such  act  in  and  of 
itself  works  a  dimit  from  any  other  commandery  of  which  he  may  be  a 
member. 

As  to  the  right  to  a  dimit,  my  answer  is  that  one  cannot  take  a  dimit  as 
9LrighL;  but  it  ought  to  be  granted  to  any  Sir  Knight  in  good  and  regular 
standing,  upon  the  proper  asking.  The  non-payment  of  dues  would  be 
a  good  reason  for  refusing  to  grant  such  dimit. 

Courteously  yours, 

N.  VAN  SLYCK, 

Grand  Commander. 

To  Sir  George  H,  Peirson, 
E.  Commander  of  Winslow  Ijewis  Commandery. 

GETHSEMANE  COMMANDERY. 

On  the  12th  day  of  last  June,  Gethsemane  Commandery  at 
Newton ville,  was  duly  constituted  in  accordance  with  our 
established  ritual.  Upon  this  occasion  our  M.  E.  Past  Grand 
Master  of  Templars,  William  Sewall  Gardiner,  delivered  au 
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address  replete  with  information  connected  with  our  ritaal  and 
bearing  upon  its  origin. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  address  could  not  be  pub- 
lished, but,  there  was  so  large  a  part,  that  could  not  properly 
be  spread  abroad,  by  reason  of  its  reference  to  the  ritual  of  the 
several  orders,  that  it  was  determined  not  to  print  it  with  our 
abstract  of  proceedings. 

When  the  knowledge  came  to  St  John's  Commandery  that 
the  Grand  Commander  proposed  constituting  Oethsemane, 
it  tendered  an  escort  to  him  and  the  Grand  Ofdcers  who  were 
to  accompany  him,  which  tender  was  accepted,  and  resulted  in 
an  escort  of  over  one  hundred  knights,  with  the  American  Band, 
accompanying  me,  by  the  way  of  Boston,  to  Newtonville. 

The  presence  of  the  oldest  commandery  upon  the  occasion 
of  constituting  the  youngest,  added  greatly  to  the  interest  of 
the  event  .  After  the  exercises  at  the  asylum  the  newly  adopted 
sister  gave  an  elegant  banquet,  at  which  many  able  and  appro- 
priate speeches  were  mi^de. 

This  commandery  is  well  located  and  has  abundant  resources 
to  insure  its  growth  and  permanent  existence.  It  has  added 
many  to  its  membership  and  has  connected  with  it  knights  that 
give  character  to  our  institution. 

OLIVET  COMMANDERY. 

On  the  9th  of  this  month,  I  received  an  application  from  Sir 
George  W.  Keene,  E.  Commander  of  Olivet  Commandery,  (U. 
D.)  to  constitute  said  commandery  on  the  22d  of  the  month. 
Upon  its  receipt  I  wrote  to  ascertain  if  the  commandery  had 
complied  with  the  regulations  of  the  TJ.  S.  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, in  reference  to  uniform  or  regalia,  informing  Sir  Eeene 
that  I  should  decline  to  constitute  this  commandery  in  any 
other  than  the  U.  S.  regulation  regalia. 

There  has  been  no  question  nor  can  one  be  made,  but  that 
the  requirement  of  the  constitution  of  U.  S.  Grand  Encamp- 
ment in  reference  to  this  subject  is  binding  and  obligatory  on 
all  comraanderies  to  be  made  in  the  future;  binding  upon  the 
commandery  asking  to  be  constituted,  and  binding  upon  the 
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officers  of  the  Grand  Gommandery  so  far  as  to  see  that  there  is 
no  violation  of  Grand  Encampment  requirements,  or  rather 
that  no  violation  shall  receive  official  sanction.  There  having 
been  no  action  by  this  Grand  Body  on  the  subject,  I  wjis  com- 
pelled to  consult  my  own  sense  of  duty  to  guide  my  action, 
and  that  pointed  out  too  plainly  the  road,  for  me  to  hesitate  in 
my  course.  To  have  done  otherwise  was  to  act  in  rebellion  to 
the  Grand  Encampment,  in  a  particular  too,  where  so  far  as  I 
know  all  agree  that  we  are  bound  to  obey.  There  can  hereafter 
be  no  hesitation  by  Grand  Commander  or  by  Grand  Gommand- 
ery in  this  matter,  neither  can  permit  new  commanderies  to  be 
constituted,  or  to  appear  in  their  distinctive  character  of  tem- 
plars in  any  other  than  the  costume  or  regalia  prescribed  by  the 
constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  To  do  otherwise  is 
rebellion,  and  to  be  manly,  requires  that  we  shall  wholly  for- 
swear our  allegiance  and  secede  from  the  Grand  Encampment 

Upon  making  known  to  Sir  Keene  my  views  upon  this  sub- 
ject I  was  informed  that  Olivet  Gommandery  had  already  taken 
steps  looking  in  the  direction  desired,  and  upon  the  17th  of  the 
month,  I  received  a  communication  from  him  informing  me 
"that  Olivet  Gommandery,  of  Lynn,  have  passed  a  resolution 
adopting  the  United  States  regulation  regalia,*'  and  also  asking 
that  "in  case  we  have  not  time  to  comply  fully  can  we  be  con- 
stituted in  so  much  as  we  are  able  to  procure  ?" 

The  conduct  of  the  body  was  so  gratifying,  in  the  cheerful- 
ness with  which  it  complied  with  a  legal  requirement,  that  it 
afforded  me  great  gratification  to  grant  their  request  for  being 
constituted,  and  accordingly  it  was  duly  constituted  at  the 
time  desired,  to  wit,  on  the  22d  of  this  month.  The  account 
of  the  proceedings  of  constituting  this,  and  Gethsemane  Com- 
mandery  will  appear  in  the  records  of  the  Grand  Recorder  and 
will  therefore  be  omitted  here. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  add  that  every  thing  I  saw  convinced 
me  that  you  will  never  regret  granting  a  charter  to  the  Sir 
Knights  of  Lynn.  The  Grand  Gommandery  was  honored  with 
an  escort  by  Winslow  Lewis  Commandory,  and  such  presence 
was  a  fitting  tribute  to  the  new  body,  the  original  members  of 
which  being  mostly  from  Winslow  Lewis.    A  pleasing  inci- 
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dent  also  occurred,  in  the  presentation  of  a  beautiful  banner,  by 
E.  Sir  William  Sutton  to  his  brother  knights,  so  many  of  whom 
had  received  the  accolade  at  his  hands,  giving  evidence  of  his 
continued  interest  in  their  welfare  and  his  Ivarm  desire  for  the 
success  of  Olivet  Gommandery. 


NEW  COMMANDERIES. 

On  the  7th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1873,  a  proper  petition  having 
been  presented  and  the  required  recommendation  having  been 
obtained  from  Connecticut  Valley  Coramandery,  I  granted  a 
dispensation  to  form  a  new  commandery  in  the  town  of  Athol, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  by  the  name  of  Athol  Command- 
ery, and  appointed  Sir  Vernon  0.  Taylor,  to  be  its  Commander 
and  Sir  Cephas  L.  Sawyer,  to  be  its  OeneraliEsimo,  and  Sir 
Orsamus  M.  Drury,  its  Captain  General. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  A.  D.  1873,  I  granted  a  dispensa- 
tion for  a  new  commandery  to  be  formed  at  North  Bridgewater, 
Massachusetts,  by  the  name  of  Bay  State  Commandery,  and 
appointed  Sir  Edward  Parker,  Eminent  Commander,  Sir  Baalis 
Sanford,  Generalissimo,  Sir  H.  H.  Packard,  Captain  General. 

I  had  also  an  application  for  a  dispensation  to  form  a  new 
commandery  at  Stoughton,  Mass.,  but  this  I  declined  granting. 
It  was  evident  to  me  that  a  new  body  was  not  required  at  both 
North  Bridgewater  and  Stoughton,  and  from  the  best  informa- 
tion I  could  get  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  prospect  was 
better  for  success  at  North  Bridgewater  than  Stoughton,  and 
therefore  refused  dispensation  as  stated. 

On  the  27th  October,  hist  Monday,  an  application  for  a  dis- 
pensation to  form  a  new  commandery  at  Hyde  Park,  reached 
nic,  which  application  was  duly  recommended  by  the  com- 
manderies  located  in  the  city  of  Boston.  This  application 
came  at  so  late  a  day,  that  there  was  not  sufficient  time,  in 
view  of  other  engagements,  to  properly  pass  upon  the  propriety 
of  granting  the  same,  and  the  said  application  is  referred  to  you 
for  such  action  as  you  may  deem  expedient 
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■ 

PRINTING. 

The  expense  of  printing  our  abstracts  of  proceedings  has 
grown  to  be  a  large  item  in  our  annual  expenditures,  and  my 
experience  has  been,  that,  following  past  precedents,  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  cartail  their  dimensions.  It  may  be  said  that  the 
Grand  Commander  has  the  power  to  regulate  this  matter,  and 
he  has  the  power;  but,  of  necessity,  his  position  renders  it  very 
difficult  to  act,  as  his  acts  would  be  so  liable  to  misconstruc- 
tion. By  an  examination  of  our  '^  abstracts,"  it  will  be  found 
that  they  are  largely  made  up  of  the  writings  or  sayings  of  Grand 
Officers,  much  of  which  is  of  no  general  interest ;  still,  to  leave 
any  part  of  such  writings  or  sayings  unprinted,  might  be  re- 
garded as  making  invidious  distinctions,  and  thus  call  down 
anathemas  upon  his  head. 

Again,  the  custom  has  been  to  print  everything  of  reports 
and  addresses  made  to  the  Gi*and  Commandery,  except  such 
parts  thereof  as  would  be  improper  to  print;  and,  therefore, 
any  change  made  therein  might  be  deemed  a  violation  of  duty. 

I,  therefore,  recommend  that  our  Grand  Constitution  be  so 
amended  as  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on 
printing,  with  well  defined  powers  and  duties, 

GRAND  ENCAMPMENT  DUES. 

After  the  semi-annual  assembly,  in  consequence  of  your 
action  upon  the  subject  of  the  Grand  Encampment  tax,  the 
following  order  was  issued : 

Gkanb   Commandery  of   Knights  Templars,  and  Appendant  Or- 
ders OF  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

Office  of  R.  £.  Grand  Commander, 

Providence,  R.  I.,  June  10, 1873. 

To  the  Eminent  Commanders^  to  all  Subordinate  Oommanderiea^  and  to  all 
Knights  Templars  wUJiin  our  jurisdiction  : 

At  the  Triennial  Session  of  Uie  Grand  £nr4inipment  of  the  United 
States,  held  in  Baltimore  in  1871,  the  constitution  was  so  amended  that 
**an  amount  equal  to  live  cents  for  each  Sir  Knight  returned  as  a  member 
of  their  respective  subordinate  commanderies,'*  shall  annually  be  collected 
by  State  Grand  Commaoderies  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  determioe , 
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and  paid  over  to  the  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Encampment  "  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  August  in  each  year." 

The  subject  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  this  Grand  Commandciy, 
and  at  our  Semi-Annual  Assembly  held  May  29th,  1873,  the  said  commit- 
tee submitted  a  report,  and  the  following  recommendation,  which  was 
adopted  : 

**Your  committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  subordinate  comman- 
dcries  be  required  to  transmit  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery  with  their  annual  returns  in  each  year,  a  sum  equal  to  five  cents 
for  each  Sir  Knight  borne  upon  their  roll  of  membership;  and  that  tbe 
subordinate  commanderies  be  also  authorized  to  collect  this  tax  from  their 
members,  if  they  desire  so  to  do." 

You  are,  therefore,  hereby  directed  and  required  to  forward  to  the 
Gracd  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island  five  cents  for  each  member  of  your  commandery,  as  by  your  roll 
of  membership  in  your  last  annual  returns  to  the  Grand  Commandery 
appeared. 

You  are  further  required  and  directed  with  your  returns,  prescribed 
by  Article  2,  Sect.  6,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  in 
addition  to  amount  required  by  the  amendment  of  said  section,  to  for- 
ward a  sum  equivalent  to  ^ve  cents  per  capita  of  your  membership. 

N.  VAN  SLYXK, 

Grand  Commander. 
Attest : 
Alfred  F.  Chapman,  Grand  Recorder. 

Nearly  all  of  our  subordinates  have  cheerfully  responded  to 
the  aforegoing,  there  being  but  five  delinquents,  whom  it  is 
hoped  will  comply  with  the  requirement  to-day. 

There  has  been  a  laxity  ia  complying  with  the  provisions  of 
our  Constitution,  in  reference  to  returns,  which  has  prevented 
a  perfect  statement  of  our  financial  condition  by  the  Grand 
Treasurer. 

E.  SIR  SAMUEL  LEWIS. 

It  is  again  my  duty  to  announce  the  death  of  another  per- 
manent member  of  this  Orand  Body. 

On  the  26th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1873,  Sir  Samuel  Lewis 
found  "  that  sleep  that  knows  no  waking,"  at  the  ripe  age  of 
76  years. 
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By  a  long  life  of  honest  and  patient  industry  and  strict  in- 
tegrity, he  achieved  a  character  that  demanded  the  resixjct  and 
confidence  of  all  who  knew  him ;  and  died,  leaving  no  stain 
upon  his  Masonic  life. 

Ue  was  a  member  of  St.  John's  Commander?,  a  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island,  and  a  Psist 
Grand  Generalissimo  of  the  Giaud  Commandery  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Rhode  Island,  and  was  a  cotemporary  and  intimate 
friend  of  E.  Sir  James  Salisbury,  whose  death  was  so  receutly 
announced.  —  RequiesccU  in  pace, 

"ORDER  NO.  3." 

Since  the  semi-annual  assembly  and  in  due  course  of  mail,  I 
received  the  following  letter  from  the  M.  E.  Grand  Master  of 
Templars  in  the  United  States : 

GiiAKD  Encampment  Kniuuts  Templar,  United  States  of  Amekica. 

Office  of  the  Grand  Master. 

New  Orleans,  June  8lb,  1873. 
Sir  NickoUui  Van  Slyck^Qrand  Gommander  of  Massacfiusetts  and  RJiode  Idand. 

Dear  Sir  and  Frater:— I  have  to  caU  your  attention  to  Order  No.  3, 
from  these  headquarters,  relative  to  uniform  and  dress.  I  hear  it  is  not 
observed  in  your  jurisdiction.  The  only  excuse  1  have  ever  heard  for 
non-compliance  with  the  order  or  non-conformance  to  the  edict  of  1862, 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  relative  to  uniform,  is  tne  exemption  under 
the  resolution  of  1859.  If  my  information  is  correct  none  of  the  com- 
manderies  in  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  except  the  first  nine,  in 
age  can  claim  exemption  under  that  resolution,  even  supposing  it  still  in 
force.    Does  even  your  own  commandery  come  under  the  exemption  ? 

I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you  in  this  regard  at  your  earliest 
convenience.     Courteously  and  truly  yours, 

J.  Q.  A.  FELLOWS, 

Grand  Master. 

Which  communication  I  answered  as  follows  : 

GiUND  Commandery  of   Knights  Templars   and  Appendant    Or- 
ders OF  Mabsacuusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

Office  of  R.  E.  Grand  Commander. 
Providence,  R.  I ,  June  16,  1873. 
Sir  J.  Q.  A.  Fekow%,  M,  E.  Orand  Master  of  Templars, 

Dear  Sir  and  M.  E.  Frater  :— You  re  of  June  8th,  A.  D.  1873,  was 
duly  received  and  in  reply  state  that  **0rder  No.  3,"  was  referred  by  mo 
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to  the  K.  E.  Grand  Coinmandery  in  May,  A.  D.,  1872,  and  I  expressed  my 
wish  in  reference  thereto  in  my  semi-annual  address  whereupon  the 
whole  matter  was  referred  to  a  very  competent  committee,  with  M.  E. 
Past  Grand  Master  Gardner  at  the  head.  Again  in  October  at  the  annual 
assembly  1  called  attention  to  the  matter,  and  by  reference  to  our  ab- 
stracts of  proceedings  you  will  find  what  I  said  upon  the  subject,  (pages 
20  and  94.) 

There  was  no  action  at  the  annual  assembly  upon  this  matter  the  com- 
mittee being  continued  to  the  semi-annual  of  last  month.  At  that  time 
the  committee  was  enlarged  and  now  consists  of  Gardner,  Dean,  Baker, 
Moore,  Lewis,  all  Past  Grand  Masters,  or  commanders,  as  also  Doyle  and 
Eldred,  eminent  templars.  That  committee  made  a  partial  report  upon 
the  subject  committed  to  them  and  are  instructed  to  report  to  the  Grand 
Commander  in  writing  before  September,  so  that  the  report  may  be 
printed  and  distributed  prior  to  our  annual  assembly. 

You  will  see  that  as  yet  I  am  without  instructions  upon  thi  s  subject, 
but  trust  soon  to  be  able  to  receive  such  action  as  will  indicate  the  will 
of  the  Grand  Body.  You  will,  however,  permit  me  to  say,  that  all  com- 
manderies  in  Rhode  Island  chartered  since  1859,  wear  the  U.  8.  regula- 
tion regalia,  my  own  among  the  number.  This  is  not,  however,  true  in 
Massachusetts,  although  there  are  commanderies  wearing  the  U.  S.  regu- 
lation regalia. 

When  that  committee  reports  I  will  send  you  a  copy  of  the  report  as 
soon  as  printed.  You  will  perhaps  remember  that  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery  did  not  recognize  the  right  of  the  Grand  Encampment  to  change 
the  nomenclature  formerly  existing,  but  in  order  to  be  in  harmony  with 
other  Grand  Bodies,  of  its  own  accord,  changed  the  same.  It  will,  if  let 
alone,  do  right  in  this  matter,  but  will  not  be  coerced. 

I  am  courteously  and  truly  yours. 

N.  VAN  8LYCK,  Grand  Commander. 

To  this  communication  I  have  received  no  reply ;  and,  there- 
fore, presume  the  same  to  be  entirely  satisfactory. 

COMMITTEE  ON  COSTUME  AND  KEGALIA. 

This  committee  has  made  no  report  in  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  their  appointment,  as  directed  by  your  vote  at 
the  semi-annuar assembly ;  and,  by  conseqbence,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  circulate  a  printed  copy  thereof,  as  directed 

It  is  exceedingly  to  be  regretted  that  such  report  was  unable  to 
have  been  made,  as  the  subject  is  one  of  the  greatest  importance, 
and  should  no  lo  nger  be  allowed  to  drift  along  without  your  ac-* 
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tion.    I  am  iiuadvised  as  to  the  probability  of  a  report  at  this 
assembly,  or  as  to  the  action  deemed  best  by  the  committee. 

In  consequence  of  this  failure  to  report,  I  have  been  unable 
to  communicate  further  with  the  M.  E.  Grand  Master  of  Tem- 
plars in  reference  to  this  matter. 

COSTUME  IN  THE  ASYLUM. 

There  is  in  some  commauderies  a  laxity  in  reference  to  the 
appearance  of  their  members  in  the  asylum,  eo  far  as  regards 
the  proper  dress  to  be  worn  is  concerned.  It  should  not  be 
permitted  to  any  person  to  be  present  at  any  assembly,  unless 
clothed  in  regalia,  save  and  except  for  cause  shown,  such  person 
is  thereunto  permitted  by  the  commander.  This  laxity  has 
caused  some  commanders  a  considerable  annoyance,  and  so 
far  they  have  failed  to  find  a  complete  remedy.  This  trouble, 
however,  is  confined  to  a  limited  number  of  bodies,  and  I  am 
happy  to  state  that  the  number  is  growing  less. 

Everything  about  a  masonic  or  templar  meeting  should  be 
carried  on  so  as  to  render  impressions  of  them  of  a  pleasant  and 
agreeable  character;  more  especially  should  slovenness  be 
guarded  against.  If  every  one  felt,  and  every  one  should  feel, 
that  a  visit  to  the  lodge  room  or  asylum,  was  as  a  visit  to  a 
gentleman's  house,  and  that  all  the  rules  of  decorum  and  polite- 
ness are  as  operative  as  in  that  case,  the  difficulty  referred  to 
would  be  avoided.  Who  would  think  of  entering  a  gentleman's 
parlor,  in  any  other  than  a  prescribed  dress,  should  such  dress 
be  prescribed.  But  in  our  case  the  dress  has  not  only  been 
prescribed,  but  each  of  us  by  our  obligations  are  bound, 
through  and  by  our  own  consent,  to  observe  the  rule  of  wearing 
regalia  in  the  asylum.  How  does  it  not  add  to  the  interest  of 
an  assembly,  to  see  every  knight  at  his  post,  dressed  as  a  knight  ? 
How  different  the  impression  to  one  entering  for  the  first  time 
that  asylum,  than  the  one  received  in  seeing  some  with  hats, 
some  with  caps,  and  some  without  either,  and  with  apparel  as 
varied  in  color  as  the  coat  of  Joseph.  Again,  in  ante-rooms 
everything  should  be  in  order,  no  loafing  about  with  cigar  or 
otherwise,  during  the  hours  the  asylum  is  opened.  I  have 
known  of  its  having  happened,  (not  however  with  us,)  that  a 
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mason  finding  himself  in  another  city  than  his  own,  deter- 
mined upon  visiting  a  Masonic  Lodge,  and  entered  the  ante- 
room of  two  lodges  for  that  purpose,  but  was  so  badly  im- 
pressed by  what  he  saw  iq  and  about  the  same,  that  in  each 
instance  he  declined  to  enter.  This  could  not  have  happened 
-with  us ;  but  it  is  only  carrying  a  little  further  that  want  of 
care  which  permits  unclothed  knights  to  be  recognized  in  the 
asylum. 

I  do  not  recommend  any  action  upon  this  subject  by  you, 
at  this  time,  believing  that  to  have  attention  called  thereto,  will 
cause  such  as  are  derelict  to  remedy  the  evil  themselves. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

On  the  6th  of  September  last,  an  invitation  was  received  from 
the  commanderies  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  inviting  the 
Grand  Commander  and  officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery  to 
be  present  in  that  city,  upon  the  occasion  of  the  consecration 
and  dedication  of  their  asylum  in  the  masonic  temple. 

It  was  thought  that  not  to  be  present  would  be  a  remissness 
of  duty,  the  occasion  being  one  of  such  general  interest  as  that 
you  should  be  represented,  and  accordingly  said  invitation  was 
accepted. 

Your  representative  and  such  of  the  Grand  Officers  as  were 
with  him,  were  received  by  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  and 
officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania,  and  from 
that  time,  (Sept  25th,)  until  the  first  of  October,  were  the  re- 
cipients of  their  courtesy  and  hospitality.  It  was  our  privilege 
by  invitation  to  accompany  the  B.  E.  Grand  Commander  Sir 
Grant  Weidman  to  the  **Grand  Tournoi"  at  the  Academy  of 
Music  and  Horticultural  Hall  and  to  review  the  five  command- 
eries of  Philadelphia.  It  was  a  scene  never  to  be  forgotten. 
Five  commanderies,  (in  all  about  one  thousand  knights)  in  full 
regalia,  and  with  banners,  were  drawn  up  in  line  and  after- 
wards passed  in  review.  The  drill  was  of  a  high  order  and 
elicited  the  commendation  of  all  present  After  the  review  we 
were  permitted  to  witness  an  exhibition  drill  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  Masson.  The  exhibition  company  was  made  up 
by  a  detail  of  ten  knights  from  each  of  the  five  commanderies 
in  the  city,  and  the  excellence  of  drill  shown  was  superior  to 
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anything  I  ever  witnessed,  and  the  plaudits  of  the  great  multi- 
tude assembled  testified  to  its  appreciation  of  it. 

On  the  30th  the  asylum  was  consecrated  and  dedicated  to 
templar  masonry,  by  very  imposing  ceremonies  preceding  which 
was  a  parade  of  some  thirty-five  hundred  knights.  The  ap- 
pearance on  the  street  of  so  many  templars  dressed  in  the  beau- 
tiful regalia  of  the  order,  with  banners  and  music,  presented  a 
picture  of  great  interest.  There  were  many  thousands  of  peo- 
ple upon  the  street,  and  windows,  balconies,  stoops,  fences  and 
all  available  places  were  crowded  with  interested  spectators. 

The  ceremonies  at  the  temple  were  the  more  pleasing  by 
reason  of  the  superior  excellence  of  the  music. 

This  was  claimed  to  be  the  first  occasion  in  this  country 
where  an  asylum  had  been  dedicated  to  the  exclusive  use  of 
templarism,  and  that  there  was  in  existence  no  office  therefor. 
To  preserve  the  one  used,  I  have  appended  a  copy  hereto. 

There  was  with  me  during  the  week  and  accompanying  me 
at  the  Tournoi  and  during  the  consecrating  ceremonies,  E. 
Grand  Generalissimo,  Sir  Horace  Daniels  ;  E.  Grand  Prelate, 
Rev.  George  S.  Noyes  ;  E.  Grand  Senior  Warden,  Sir  Tracy  P. 
Cheever ;  E.  Grand  Junior  Warden,  Sir  John  Dean ;  E.  Grand 
Treasurer,  Sir  William  Parkman;  E.  Grand  Recorder,  Sir  A.  F. 
Chapman ;  E.  Daniel  E.  Chase,  Sirs  James  H.  Armington, 
Frederick  G.  Walbridge,  Nelson  N.  Aldrich,  S.  G.  Stiness  and 
others. 

The  banquet  following  the  work  in  the  asylum  gave  evidence 
of  the  good  taste  and  hospitality  of  our  fraters  of  Philadelphia, 
and  we  left  that  city  with  hearts  overflowing  with  good  feeling 
toward  them  and  with  the  earnest  wish  that  peace,  happiness 
and  prosperity  might  ever  be  theirs. 

ABSTRACTS  OF  PROCEEDINGS. 

Our  abstracts  of  proceedings  are  so  valuable  that  none  that 
can  claim  templar  standing  will  be  without  them,  and  all  that 
can  should,  and  many  have  caused  them  to  be  bound  for  their 
private  libraries.  Unfortunately  we  commenced  the  printing  of 
them  so  recently,  that  our  printed  history  commences  with  the 
semi-annual  assembly  of  May,  18G4.    It  is  true  that  there  is  a 
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printed  report  of  the  annual  assembly  in  Providence,  held  Oct. 
12  th,  1840,  but  this  is  all,  prior  to  May,  1864.  How  valuable 
would  it  be  to  have  all  the  proceedings  prior  to  that  time,  printed 
uniform  with  the  proceedings  already  printed.  It  is  thought 
that  the  expense  of  such  publication  will  not  be  very  large  when 
compared  with  its  value.  I  recommend  that  such  publication 
be  made. 

PORTRAITS. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  at  our  last  semi-annual  assembly, 
I  urged  the  importance  of  procuring  an  engraved  portrait  of 
our  Past  Grand  Masters  and  Commanders,  to  be  bound  with 
our  "abstracts  of  proceedings."  The  feeling  among  the  mem- 
bers of  this  body,  has  been  so  unanimously  in  favor  of  the 
policy,  that  I  have  felt  it  a  duty,  to  further  the  project  to  the 
utmost  of  my  power,  and  in  pursuance  of  this  policy,  I  have  to 
report  my  doings  as  follows  : 

The  first  body  to  which  I  applied  was  our  oldest  command- 
ery,  8t  John's ;  and  as  was  to  be  expected,  was  met  with  a 
quick  and  hearty  response,  and  as  a  result  a  plate  has  been  en- 
graved of  our  first  Grand  Master  of  Templars,  R.  E.  Thomas 
Smith  Webb,  the  use  of  which  has  been  tendered  to  the  Grand 
Commander;  also  plates  are  being  engraved  of  R  E.  Charles  H. 
Titus,  the  same  being  done  by  "Charles  11.  Titus  Lodge  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,"  at  Taunton  ;  as  also  of  R.  E.  Sir 
William  W.  Baker,  the  same  being  done  by  St.  Bernard  Com- 
mandery.  Beyond  these  we  have  the  prt)mise  ofothers,  perhaps 
two.  This  will  make  a  good  beginning,  and  would  seem  to 
insure  the  success  of  the  project  It  affords  me  great  gratifica- 
tion to  be  able  to  report  such  alacrity  in  the  responses  to  my 
suggestion.  It  is  proposed  to  accompany  each  engraving  with 
a  sketch  of  the  masonic  history  of  the  original,  which  of  itself 
will  be  a  valuable  contribution. 

To-day  is  completed  two  years  of  service  as  your  Grand  Com- 
mander, and  the  time  has  arrived  for  surrendering  to  you  the 
jewel  with  which  I  have  been  invested  during  these  years,  and 
this  surrender  ends  my  official  relation  with  this  Grand  Body, 
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as  to-day  completes  the  term  prescribed  by  custom  to  a  Grand 
Commander,  a  custom  founded  in  the  highest  wisdom. 

I  accepted  this  trusty  with  great  diffidence  and  feared  the 
responsibilities  incident  to  the  position,  but  with  an  earnest 
desire,  and  determination  to  promote  the  good  of  the  order,  and 
now,  as  I  look  back,  although  I  can  see  faults  and  many 
short  comings,  am  unconscious  of  an  intentional  wrong.  That 
more  error  is  not  found  is  owing  to  the  kindness  and  assist- 
ance that  all  have  so  freely  given  me,  and  especially  are  my  ac- 
knowledgments due  to  the  members  of  the  council,  who  always, 
upon  all  occasions,  have  with  great  alacrity  performed  all  duties 
imposed  upon  them  and  who  have  ever  performed  those  duties 
to  the  acceptance  of  all.  They  have  been  ever  ready  in  council 
and  prompt  in  execution. 

As  I  now  take  leave  of  this  station  vivid  pictures  of  joyous 
and  happy  scenes  are  with  me,  remembrances  of  continued 
kindness  and  exhibitions  of  affection  press  upon  me,  and  my 
heart  is  overflowing  with  gratitude. 

How  well  do  I  recall  that  scene  of  four  yeara  ago,  when  our 
great  hearted  knight,  forgetful  of  self,^nd  only  looking  to  the 
general  welfare,  in  open  Grand  Gommandery,  refused  the  use 
of  his  name  for  promotion,  until  a  Sir  Knight  of  Rhode  Island 
had  been  elected  to  a  position  he  might  well  have  claimed,  and 
undoubtedly  without  such  refusal,  would  have  been  elected  to 
fill.  How  much  that  act  did  towards  producing  the  unity  of 
feeling  now  existing  between  the  two  parts  of  the  jurisdiction 
is  difficult  for  any  save  a  Sir  Enight  from  Rhode  Island  to 
realize,  not  produced  because  of  him  who  was  thereby  pro- 
moted, but  because  of  the  spirit  of  fairness,  kindness  and  lib- 
erality it  shew  toward  them,  and  the  noble  self-abnegation 
displayed. 

It  adds  to  my  satisfaction  in  retiring  from  this  station  to 
know  that  all  our  commanderies  are  bound  together  in  love, 
with  no  strife  or  rivalry  save  such  contention,  as  which  may. 
most  or  best  contribute  to  the  honor  and  welfare  of  templar 
masonry,  and  that  the  Grand  Body  was  never  more  prosperous, 
never  occupied  a  more  exalted  and  commanding  position,  and 
was  never  more  ^'worthy  of  its  fair  fame  and  its  ancient 
renown." 
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Whatever  clond  may  have  been  seen  in  the  past,  threatening 
the  permanence  of  our  union,  has  been  dissolved  by  the  sun- 
shine of  generosity  and  brotherly  love,  and  now  all  are  looking 
to^this  Grand  Body,'as  a  noble,  and,  much  loved  mother,  sur- 
rounding it  with  their  best  love,  honoring  it  with  their  highest 
admiration,  trusting  to  it,  believing  in  jt,  ever  ready  to  pro- 
vide for  its  welfare  and  protect  it  jfrom  danger. 

May  these  kind  feelings  grow  stronger,  may  this  noble  union 
of  our  two  states  be  forever  blest  and  ever  contribute  to  the  up- 
holding and  preserving  of  our  most  sacred  tenets.  May  it 
ennoble  our  profession,  bearing  aloft  the  sacred  emblem  of  the 
crucifixion'surrounded  by  faithful  followers  and  true  believers. 

Mindful  that  the  foundation  of  our  order  is  the  Christian 
religion,  that  it  inculcates  the  practice  of  the  Christian  virtues, 
let  us  not  forget  to  shape  our  lives  in  accordance  with  those 
divine  teachings  and  sublime  precepts  left  us  by  the  blessed 
Immanuel,  and  of  which  we  should  be  constantly  reminded  by 
that  beautiful  emblem,  the  cross ;  and  may  he  who  is  able, 
abundantly  furnish  you  for  every  good  work,  preserve  you  from 
falling  into'error — improve,  strengthen,  establish  and  perfect 
you,  and  finally  greet  each  of  you  with,  "Well  done  thou  good 
and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  the  Lord." 

On  motion  of  E.  Sir  John  Dean  it  was 

V&tedy  That  so  much  of  the  address  of  the  R  E.  Grand  Commander  as 
refers  to  the  status  of  a  charter  member  of  a  new  commanderj,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  three  consisting  of  Sirs  Tracy  P.  Gheever,  Caleb 
Saunders,  Albert  H.  Cushman. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  a  committee  on  printing,  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  three,  consisting  of  Sirs  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  Qeorge  E. 
Stacy,  S;.  H.  Brainard. 

That  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  printing'  proceedings  prior  to  1864, 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  consisting  of^Sirs  W.  Marshall,  Z.  L. 
Bicknell,  0..A.  Welch,  W.^H.  Kent  and  George  W.  Keene. 

That  80  much  as  refers  to  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Generalissimo  E. 
Sir  Samuel  Lewis,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  consisting  of  Sirs 
H.  W.  Rugg,  J.  M.  Greenwood  and  Charles  H.  White. 
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That  so  much  thereof  as  has  not  been  specially  referred  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five,  consisting  of  Sira  W.  W.  Baker,  N.  W.  Aldrich,  Q.  W. 
Ray,  John  N.  Pike  and  John  Eldred. 

The  committee  on  credentials  submitted  the  following 
report  which  was  accepted  : 

In  Grand  Commandert, 

Boston,  October  31,  1873. 

The  committee  on  credentials  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them, 
and  would  report  the  following  members  and  representatives  present. 

Grand  Officers 14 

Past  Grand  Officers 10 

Past  Eminent  Commanders 22 

Eminent  Commanders 22 

Generalissimos 14 

Captains  General 9 

Proxies 21 

Total 112 

Fraternally  submitted, 

E.  H.  BRAINARD,  )  n^^^.u*^  ^« 
H.  HOSFORD,  [  %5"i!?fi?° 

J.  P.  LUTHER.        )    Credentials. 

PROXIES. 

Sir  George  H.  Burnbam,  of  St.  John's  Commandery,  for  E.  Sir  Thomas 

A.  Doyle,  Past  Grand  Generalissimo. 

E.  Sir  John  Dean  of  Worcester  County  Commandery,  for  Sir  T.  E.  St. 
John,  Eminent  Commander. 

E.  Sir  William  D.  Seely  of  Palestine  Commandery  for  Sir  John  H. 
Roberts,  Captain  General. 

Sir  Lewis  Fales  of  Milford  Commandery,  for  Sir  James  M.  Woods, 
Generalissimo. 

R.  E.  Sir  Nicholas  Van  Slyck  of  Calvary  Commandery,  for  Sir  Charles 

B.  Webster,  Generalissimo. 

Sir  John  Haigh  of  Haverhill  Commandery,  for  Sir  G.  M.  Stoddard, 
Generalissimo  and  Sir  A.  A.  Currier,  Captain  General. 

Sir  Baalis  Sanford,  Jr.,  of  Old  Colony  Commandery,  for  Sir  A.  Sumner 
Stetson,  Eminent  Commander. 

Sir  W.  D.  Axtel  of  Berkshire  Commandery,  for  Sir  De  Witt  C.  Munyan, 
Generalissimo  and  Sir  George  C.  Dunham,  Captain  General. 

E.  Sir  Charles  E.  Smith  of  Bristol  Commandery,  for  Sir  S.  S.  Ginziodo, 
Eminent  Commander  and  Sir  D.  H.  Smith,  Generalissimo. 
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E.  Sir  Josiah  H.  Prindle  of  Northampton  Commandery,  for  Sir  J.  C. 
Williams,  Generalissimo  and  Sir  Luke  Lyman,  Captain  General. 

Sir  John  G.  Tompson  of  Gethsemane  Commandery,  for  Sir  Robert  L. 
Davis,  Generalisaimo. 

Sir  W.  H.  Messinger  of  Olivet  Commandery,  for  Sir  John  Shaw  3d, 
Generalissimo. 

The  following  commanderies  were  found  to  be   repre- 
sented : 

Saint  John.  Hugh  de  Patens. 

Boston.  Saint  Omsb. 

Newburtport.  Berkshire. 

Washington.  Godfrey  de  Bouillon. 

Worcester  County.  Joseph  Warren. 

Springfield.  Narragansett. 

DeMolay.  William  Parkhan. 

Holy  Sepulchre.  Northampton. 

Pilgrim.  South  Shore. 

Palestine.  Bristol. 

MiLFORD.  NaTICK. 

Saint  Bernard.  Cceur  de  Lion. 

Calvary.  Gethsemane. 

Old  Colony.  Olivet. 

Sutton.  Athol,  (u.  d.) 

Bethany.  Bay  State,  (u.  d.) 

The  books  and  papers  of  Athol  Commandery,  (U.  D.) 
together  with  a  petition  for  a  charter  were  received,  and 
referred  to  a  committee  who  subsequently  reported  as 
follows  : 

In  Grand  Commandery, 

Boston,  Mass.,  Oct.  31,  1878. 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Vernon  Otis 
Taylor  and  twenty-six  other  knights  templars  for  a  charter  for  a  com- 
mandery to  be  located  at  Athol  Depot  village,  Mass. ,  under  the  name  of 
Athol  Commandery,  report  that  they  have  considered  the  said  application 
and  from  an  examination  of  the  doings  of  said  commandery  while  under 
a  dispensation,  they  recommend  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be 
granted,  and  that  a  charter  be  issued  to  them.  The  records  of  the  body 
appear  to  be  neatly  and  correctly  kept.  The  code  of  by-laws  submitted 
have  no  serious  faults,  but  seem  unnecessarily  extended,  and  your  com* 
17 
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mittee  have  made  considerable  amendmenlB  to  them  in  tbis  respect    As 
now  submitted  they  recommend  their  approval. 

W.  H.  KENT,  )  nftmmiitAP 

WYZEMAN  MARSHALL,  f  ^mmiliee. 

On  motion  it  was 

m 

Voted,  That  the  report  be  accepted  and  the  recommendation  adopted. 
On  motion  of  E.  Sir  W.  H.  Kent  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  dispensation  to  Athol  Commandery,  (U.  D.)  be  con- 
tinued, until  a  charter  shall  be  issued. 

On  motion  it  was 

Votedy  That  the  dispensation  to  Bay  State  Commandery,  (U.  D.)  be 
continued. 

At  one  o'clock  and  twenty  minutes,  on  motion  of  V.  E. 
Sir  Charles  A.  Stott,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  Grand  Commandery  adjourn  until  two  and  one-half 
o*clock,  P.  M. 

The  hour  to  which  the  Grand  Commandery  stood  ad- 
journed having  arrived,  the  Grand  Commander  called  the 
Sir  Knights  to  order  for  the  dispatch  of  business. 

On  motion  of  E.  Sir  William  Parkman  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  petition  alluded  to  in  the  address  by  the  R.  E.  Grand 
Commander,  praying  for  a  dispensation  to  form  and  open  a  commandery 
at  Hyde  Park,  be  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  E.  Sir  Abraham 
A.  Dame,  Sir  W.  H.  Kent  and  Sur  Wyzeman  Marshall,  who  subsequently 
reported  verbally, 

*'  That  they  heard  the  petitioners  by  a  delegation,  and  the  m^ority 
of  the  committee  recommended  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be 
granted." 

On  motion  it  was 

Votedy  That  the  report  be  accepted  and  the  re^^ommeudation  adopted. 
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On  motion  of  E.  Sir  William  Parkman,  it  was 

Voted^  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  be  donated  to  the  family 
of  Past  Grand  Master  Robert  Lash. 

The  hour  for  the  election  of  oflScers  having  arrived,  the 
R  E.  Grand  Commander,  with  official  formalities  invited 
the  V.  E.  Sir  Benjamin  Dean,  Grand  Captain  General  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  to  preside 
during  the  election,  and  to  install  the  Grand  Officers  elect 
into  their  respective  stations  ;  which  invitation  was  cour- 
teously accepted. 

The  V.  E.  Grand  Captain  General  ordered  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  credentials  to  be  verified  by  calling  the 
roll  of  members  and  proxies,  after  which  he  appointed  Sir 

Sir  John  McGlellan  and  Sir  a  committee  to 

collect,  count  and  report  the  number  of  votes  cast. 

On  announcing  the  result  of  the  voting  the  following 
Eminent  Knights  were  declared  duly  elected : 

Sir  Charles  A.  STdT R.  E.  Qrand  Commander. 

Sir  Henry  W.   Rugo V.  E.  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Wtzbman  Marshall E.  Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sir  John  Dean E.  Grand  Captain  General. 

Sir  Rev.  Georoe  S.  Notes E.  Grand  Prelate 

Sir  Nelson  W.  Aldrich. E.  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  George  E.  Stacy E.  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Willi  AX  Parkman K  Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  Alfred  F.  Chapman E.  Grand  Recorder. 


The  Sir  Knights  were  then  called  to  their  devotions,  and 
the  official  obligation  was  administered  to  E.  Sir  Charles 
A.  Stott,  who  was  installed  into  his  high  office. 

The  R  E.  Grand  Commander  then  announced  the  follow- 
ing appointed  officers : 


128  PROCEEDIKQS  OP  THB  GRAND  COMMAKDERY 

Sir  EIocuM  HoBFORD E.  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  Daniel  E.  Chask E.  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  William  H.  Kent E.  Grand  Warder. 

Sir  Georoe  H.  Burnham £.  Grand  Captain  of  Guards. 

Sir  Edward  L.  Freeman \ 

Sir  R  Dana  Bancroft [  Grand  Lecturers. 

Sir  Charles  M.  Avery ) 

SirEBEN  F.  Gay Grand  Sentinel. 

Also  the  following  committee  on  credentials : 

Sir  James  C.  Tucker,  Sir  Jeremiah  D.  Parker,  and  Sir  Caleb  Saunders 

The  y.  E.  Grand  Captain  General  then  administered  the 
official  obligation  and  the  Grand  Officers  elected  and  ap- 
pointed, were  duly  installed  into  their  respective  offices. 

The  V.  E.  was  assisted  by  E*  Sir  Tracy  P.  Cheever,  who 
made  the  customary  official  proclamation. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  then  placed  in  charge  of 
the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  who  thanked  the  Y.  E.  Grand 
Captain  General  for  his  attendance  and  courtesy  and  for 
his  official  service  ;  he  also,  in  appropriate  terms  addressed 
himself  to  the  members  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  and 
gratefully  acknowledged  his  obligations  for  their  unani- 
mous election  —  wishing  all  a  safe  return  to  their  several 
homes  and  a  happy  journey  through  life,  he  invited  all 
present  to  partake  of  a  collation  which  had  been  spread  in 
the  banquet  ball,  and  declared  the  Grand  Commandery 
adjourned. 

A  true  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  semi-annual,  spec- 
ial and  annual  assemblies  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Knights  Templars  and  the  appendant  orders  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Rhode  Island. 

Attest:  ALFRED  P.  CHAPMAN, 

Grand  Recorder* 
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Kansas E.  Sir  Benjamin  Deai7,  Boston,  Mass. 

New  Jersey E.  Sir  William  S.  Gardner,  Newton,  Mass. 

Pennsylvania E.  Sir  Alfred  F.  Chapman,  Boston,  Mass. 

Indiana. E.  Sir  Hbnrt  Ghigkbring,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 

California E.  Sir  Charles  H.  Titus,  Boston,  Mass. 

New  York E.  Sir  William  S.  Gardner,  Newton,  Mass. 

Kentucky E.  Sir  Wyzeman  Marshall,  Boston,  Mass. 

Vermont E.  Sir  Alfred  F.  Chapman,  Boston,  Mass. 


%t^xtf^txA^X\ui^  tA  \\A$  <Sriitt4  <!$0minAttdng  ntAV 

Pennsylvania. E.  Sir  Jakes  M.  Porter,  Easton. 

Vermont E.  Sir  W.  H.  H.  Whitcomb,  Burlington. 

Missouri E.  Sir  George  Frank  Goulbt,  St.  Louis. 

liouisiana/ E.  Sir  Joseph  P.  Hornor,  New  Orleans. 

Kentucky E.  Sir  William  Alva  Warner,  Louisville. 

Georgia E.  Sir  Charles  H.  Armstrong,  Macon. 

Nebraska E.  Sir  Robert  C.  Jordan,  Browneville. 

Indiana E.  Sir  David  P.  Wheij)on,  Fort  Wayne. 

Virginia E.  Sir  William  B.  Isaacs,  Richmond. 

Illinois E.  Sir  Vincent  L.  Hurlbut,  Chicago. 

New  York E.  Sir  Robert  H.  Waterman,  Albany. 


p^^^^    ^^^^f^9 


First  received  light  in  Masonry,  March  4,  1841,  and  the 
accolade  of  a  Knight  Templar,  March  6th,  1848. 

He  was  a  Past  Master  of  Mount  Vernon  Lodge,  a  Past 
High  Priest  of  Providence  R.  A,  Chapter,  both  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 

He  was  also  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Recorder  of  Saint 
John's  Encampment  four  years,  and  Grand  Generalissimo 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island,  1857. 

True  in  life  and  faithful  unto  death.  He  received  the 
crown  September  26,  1873,  in  the  77th  year  of  his  age. 
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St.  Jolm'f  OoomaadMy. 

Sir  Edward  Husbabd, 
George  L.  Hoyt, 
John  W.  Gross, 
John  Matthews, 
J.  Collins  Gould, 
Edwin  8.  Staples. 
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Boitoa  OoBfltt&dti7« 
Sir  Charles  B.  F.  Adaics, 
Thomas  C.  Day, 
William  H.  Leach, 
George  Miles  Washburn, 
Samuel  S.  Morrill, 
Zebedee  D.  Potter, 
Benjamin  O.  Woods. 
Sprlagfiild  Oemmiadirj. 
SirWiLLLA^M  A.  Little, 
Pliny  Wood, 
Charles  F.  Graves. 
DtKblay  Comaaadiry. 
Sir  Samuel  J.  M.  Homer, 
"  John  C.  Blasdel. 
E6I7  SdpttUhN  Conmi&dMy. 
Sir  Thomas  C.  Le Valley. 

Pilgrim  OommwdtTy. 
Sir  W1LLLA.M  Dobbins, 
"  Frederick  T.  North. 
PilMtlM  Oommudary, 
Sir  Benjamin  H.  Atkins. 

XUtod  Oemmiadirj. 
Sir  Ai^RED  H.  Hastings, 
Stedman  W.  Howe, 
Charles  B.  Southwick. 
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BftTiMl  OonmaadMy. 
Sir  John  Edwards. 

Old  OolOBj  Oommudtiy. 
Sir  Nahum  Heed, 
"  William  Williams, 
"  William  Ripley. 
Bethuy  Oomai&dtiy. 
Sir  Henry  Taylor  Lbavitt. 

WlBilow  Lnrii  GoBfflUdny. 
Sir  Charles  F.  Patch, 
"  Joseph  A.  Boydbn, 
"  Israel  S.  Lee, 
"  H.  H.  F.  Whittemore. 
Jmiftltm  Oooaudny. 

Sir  Stevens  D.  Ripley, 
"  Trees  Thomas, 

BttUhin  OemnuBdtry. 
Sir  William  A.  Ingraham. 

Woonioekit  OonuuadMy, 

Sir  George  W.  Thayer, 

JoNph  Wtntn  Oomaudtry. 

Sir  Charles  E.  Wilson, 
WUliim  FirtaBU  OomaudMy. 
Sir  Gilbert  R.  Bartlett. 

Briitd  Oonaudtiy, 
Sir  William  H.  Thomas. 

Sooth  Shm  Oonmindtiy. 
Sir  James  H.  Gk>ULD, 
"  Prescott  Lothrop, 
**  Edwin  R  Clark. 
"  Alden  W.  Nash. 

a«thMmiB«  Oomnnndwy, 
Sir  Andrew  Frazer. 


"  They  rest  from  their  labors." 
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iSflCHOLAS  VAN  SLYCK. 


The  subject  of  this  brief  sketch,  whose  portrait,  as  an  accom- 
paniment to  the  present  yoliime  of  proceedings,  has  been  kindly 
furnished  by  Calvary  Commandery,  of  which  body  he  was  re- 
cently elected  Commander,  was  born  at  Kinderhook,  New  York, 
on  the  28th  of  July,  1829.  His  father,  Hugh  Van  Slyck,  was 
a  ^'Knickerbocker,"  whose  ancestors  had  lived  in  Kinderhook 
from  the  early  settlement  of  the  country.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  mother  was  Orminta  Matilda  Pulver. 

Having  completed  his  elementary  studies  in  the  ''  district 
school,"  he  entered  "  Kinderhook  Academy,"  and  under  the 
able  instruction  of  his  teacher  and  principal,  Silas  Metcalf,  pur- 
sued an  advanced  course  of  study  in  the  classics  and  mathe- 
matics, preparatory  to  a  collegiate  life.  In  the  fall  of  1846,  he 
enrolled  his  name  as  a  member  of  the  sophomore  class  at  Wil- 
liams college,  Williamstown,  Massachusetts.  From  this  excel- 
lent institution  he  graduated  in  1849.  Among  his  fifty-one 
classmates  were  many,  who  have  since  distinguished  themselves 
in  the  various  walks  of  literary  and  professional  life.  Imme- 
diately upon  graduating,  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the 
place  of  his  birth,  and  after  an  examination  in  the  city  of  Al- 
bany, he  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar,  on  the  3d  of 
December,  1850.  He  practised  law  in  the  great  metropolis 
until  the  fall  of  1855,  when  he  removed  to  Providence,  Bhode 
Island.  Here  he  has  continued  to  reside  until  the  present  time. 
Previous  to  this,  on  the  Ist  of  November,  1854,  he  had  married 
Elizabeth  P.  Manchester,  a  daughter  of  Captain  Cyrus  B.  Man- 
chester, of  Providence.  Several  children  haye  blessed  this 
union,  one  of  whom,  the  eldest,  is  now  a  member  of  the  sopho- 
more class  in  Brown  University. 
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Soon  after  removing  to  Providence,  he  entered  into  a  part- 
nership with  George  H.  Browne,  a  graduate  of  Brown  Uni- 
yersity  under  President  Wayland,  and  a  lawyer  and  gentleman 
of  high  repute.  This  partnership  is  still  continued.  He  was 
early  elected  a  member  of  the  school  committee,  where  he  has 
rendered  efScient  service  in  behalf  of  tbe  public  schools  of  the 
city.  In  1870  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  common  coun- 
cil, from  the  fifth  ward,  to  which  position  he  has  been  re- 
elected from  year  to  year.  Of  this  popular  branch  of  the  city 
government,  he  has  been  from  the  first  a  prominent  and  active 
member.  In  1872  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Education,  and  in  1873,  he  was  elected  Pres- 
ident of  the  common  council.  He  was  colonel  of  the  Providence 
Artillery,  now  the  United  Train  of  Artillery,  in  1858,  and  dur- 
ing the  late  war  of  the  rebellion,  he  served  in  the  1st  regiment 
of  Rhode  Island  Volunteers,  in  command  of  company  B.,  being 
at  the  battle  of  Bull  Bnn.  He  afterwards  went  out  as  Lieut 
Colonel,  and  having  aided  in  the  organization  of  the  9th  regi- 
ment, he  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  home.  In  1861 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  served 
two  years. 

But  it  is  his  masonic  history  to  which  our  attention  is  spec- 
ially directed.  He  was  initiated  an  Entered  Apprentice  in 
What  Cheer  Lodge,  No.  21,  Providence,  on  the  6th  of  October, 
1857,  passed  to  the  degree  of  Fellow  Craft,  October  20th,  and 
raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  Master  Mason,  November  24,  fol- 
lowing, being  the  first  person,  initiated,  passed  and  raised  in  that 
lodge.  He  was  elected  Junior  Warden  of  said  lodge,  November 
30,  1859,  Senior  Warden,  November  30,  1860,  and  Worshipfnl 
Master  Nov.  27, 1861.  In  18G4  he  was  elected  Right  Worshipful 
Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
again  in  1872.  In  1873  he  was  elected  Most  Worehipful  Grand 
Master.  In  1861  he  was  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Providence 
Chapter,  No.  1.  He  has  however  held  no  official  position  in 
Capitular  masonry,  his  many  and  arduous  labors  in  other  fields 
of  work,  leaving  but  little  time  to  cultivate  this.  In  1862,  be 
was  made  a  Knight  Templar,  in  Calvary  Commandery,  of  Prov- 
idence, in  which  body  he  served  as  Junior  Warden,  and  Gene* 
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ralissimo.  In  December^  1871,  he  was  elected  GommaDder,  bat 
declined  installatioD,  having  accepted  the  position  of  Bight 
Eminent  Grand  Commander,  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Massachasetts  and  Bhode  Island,  and  believing  the  two  offices 
to  be  incompatible.  He  has  also  taken  the  32  degrees  of  the 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Scotch  Kite,  has  held  position  in  the 
Lodge  of  PerfectioD,  and  served  as  Most  Eqaitable,  in  the 
Providence  Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem. 
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THOMAS  SMITH  WEBB. 


This  illustrious  Mason,  the  first  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  and  the 
founder  of  the  American  system  of  Chapter  and  Encampment 
Masonry,  was  born  in  Boston,  on  the  30th  of  October,  1771. 
Concerning  his  childhood  and  youth  we  know  comparative- 
ly little.  He  early  manifested  a  fondness  for  study  and 
books,  which  his  parents  encouraged  by  every  means  in  their 
power.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was  apprenticed,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  time-honored  customs  of  our  fathers,  to  a  prin- 
ter, in  his  native  city.  He  afterwards  removed  to  Keeue,  New 
Hampshire,  where  he  worked  for  a  few  months  at  his  trade« 
Here  the  three  degrees  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  were  con- 
ferred upon  him  by  "Kising  Sun  Lodge.*'  In  the  year 
1793,  he  removed  to  Albany  and  established  a  paper-staining 
manufactory.  This  city,  at  the  time  of  which  we  write,  was 
not  only  the  capital  of  the  State,  but  a  great  centre  of  Masonic 
influence.  Here  he  became  acquainted  with  a  printer  by  the 
name  of  Hamner,  an  Englishman  by  birth,  and  a  member  of 
the  "  Lodge  of  Antiquity,''  over  which  Preston  had  presided. 
From  him  he  derived  much  valuable  assistance  in  the  work  in 
which  he  was  now  earnestly  and  zealously  engaged.  On  the 
12th  of  September,  1797,  as  appears  from  the  copyright,  he 
published  "  The  Freemason's  Monitor ;  or.  Illustrations  of 
Masonry,"  and  thus  secured  for  himself  undying  fame,  as  a 
Masonic  ritualist  and  an  author.  This  rare  volume,  a  copy  of 
which  has  been  kindly  loaned  us  by  Sir  Knight  Winslow  Lewis, 
M.  D.,  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  is  a  small  duodecimo  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty-four  pages,  consisting  of  two  parts,  the 
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second  part  containing  an  account  of  the  "Eneffable  Degrees 
of  Masonry,"  together  with  Masonic  Songs,  including  "  Master's 
Song,"  "  Senior  Warden's  Song,"  "Junior  Warden's  Song,"  and 
Senior  Warden's  Toast,"  by  the  author.  The  publication  of 
this  work,  which  had  an  extensive  circulation  among  the  Craft, 
was  followed,  we  may  here  add,  by  successively  enlarged  and 
improved  editions,  in  1802, 1805,  1808, 1816  and  1818,  and  by 
numerous  editions  after  the  lamented  author's  decease.  It  is 
to-day  regarded  by  the  Fraternity  as  a  standard  work  upon  the 
subjects  of  which  it  treats.  During  his  residence  in  Albany 
he  also,  says  his  eulogist.  Rev.  Paul  Dean,  founded  "  Temple 
Chapter  "  and  "  Temple  Encam()ment."  While  High  Priest  of 
this  former  body,  he,  with  his  associate  Hamner,  visited  St 
Andrew's  Chapter,  in  Boston,  and  illustrated  the  beginnings  of 
his  system  of  Royiil  Arch  Masonry,  as  the  early  records  thereof 
show.  The  Mark  and  Past  Master's  degrees  he  had  previously 
revised  and  enlarged  from  existing  degrees  of  this  name,  the 
Most  Excellent  he  had  in  the  main  originated,  and  the  Royal 
Arch  he  had  so  arranged  as  to  make  his  own.  The  whole, 
under  his  skillful  forming  hand,  was  gradually  developed  and 
improved,  until  it  came  to  constitute  the  present  beautiful  and 
complete  system  of  Chapter  Masonry,  as  everywhere  practised 
in  the  United  States. 

During  the  year  1799,  Webb  removed  with  his  family  to 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  where  he  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  remaining  life.  His  business  first  was  the  manufacture  of 
wall  paper,  in  which  he  employed  a  large  number  of  hands. 
He  subsequently  disposed  of  that  business,  and  purchased  an 
interest  in  the  "  Hope  Manufacturing  Company,"  becoming 
the  responsible  agent  of  the  firm.  His  mature  judgment,  and 
unwearied  perseverance  and  skill,  ensured  him  financial  suc- 
cess, and  enabled  him  to  contribute  much  towards  regulating 
and  strengthening  the  cotton  manufacturing  interests  of  the 
State,  which  in  these  later  years  have  become  so  wonderfully 
developed  and  improved.  But  it  is  his  Masonic  work  to  which 
our  attention  is  at  present  directed.  From  the  records  of  St. 
John's  Lodge,  under  date  of  Nov.  28,  1800,  it  appears  tliat  he 
was  invited  to  become  a  member  of  the  same  '*  for  his  very 
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great  exertioDS  in  the  cause  of  Masonry."  This  inyitation  he 
accepted,  as  appears  from  an  original  letter  on  file,  dated  Feb. 
4, 1801.  The  Lodge  of  which  he  thus  became  a  member  is 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  flourishing  of  all  our  Masonic 
bodies,  its  charter  having  been  given  Jan.  18,  1767,  by  direc- 
tion of  "  The  Bight  Worshipful  Jeremy  Gridley,  Esq.,  Pro- 
vincial Grand  Master  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Society  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  North  America.''  In  its  long 
list  of  members,  may  be  found  the  names  of  not  a  few  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  the  place,  including  prominent  founders 
and  early  benefactors  of  Rhode  Island  College,  now  Brown 
University,  governors,  lieutenant  governors,  mayors,  judges, 
lawyers,  physicians  and  clergymen,  men  of  wealth  and  men 
of  renown.  He  at  once  thoroughly  identified  himself  with  the 
interests  of  the  lodge,  attended  its  meetings,  frequently  pre- 
siding by  special  request,  and  instituted  a  ''Lodge  of  Instruc- 
tion," through  which  he  disseminated  a  knowledge  of  the  work, 
known  among  Masonic  teachers  as  the  "  Webb  Work,  or  Lec- 
tures." How  well  his  services  were  appreciated,  may  be  inferred 
from  an  address  delivered  in  Providence,  June  24, 1802,  by  the 
late  Benjamin  Oleason,  afterward  Grand  Lecturer  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts.  After  referring  to  men  of  influence, 
character  and  energy,  like  the  Czar,  Peter  the  Great,  he  adds : 
"What  Lycurgus  was  among  the  Spartans,  as  it  respects  general 
improvement,  so  has  our  worthy  brother  (Webb)  been  among 
Masons,  as  it  respects  our  scientific  advancement.  We  yield 
him  the  honors  of  Masonry."  Language  like  this,  evidently 
spoken  in  sincerity,  without  intention  to  flatter,  could  certainly 
apply  to  no  ordinary  man,  and  could  •  designate  no  ordinary 
work. 

The  first  mention  made  of  Webb  in  connection  with  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  appears  under  date  of  June  24, 
1801,  when  he  was  present  at  a  meeting  held  in  Warren,  and 
appointed  one  of  a  committee  of  seven  to  revise  the  constitu- 
tion. This  committee  never  reported,  so  far  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained from  the  records.  At  a  meeting  held  in  1806,  he  was 
appointed  chairman  of  a  committee  of  five,  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. He  reported  on  the  28th  of  November,  1808,  "  and  the 
new  constitution,"  to  use  the  language  of  the  record,  "was  rati- 
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fied  and  adopted."  He  officiated  as  Grand  Secretary  pro  tern. 
at  a  special  meeting  of  the  lodge,  held  Febraarj  27,  1802,  and 
also  at  another  meeting  held  March  1,  following.  At  this  latter 
meeting  it  was  ''Resolved,"  at  his  saggestion  nndoabtedly, 
''That  a  Grand  Masonic  Convention  be  held  once  in  three  years, 
for  the  purpose  of  adopting  a  uniform  system  of  work  in  all 
the  lodges."  At  the  annaal  meeting  in  June,  1802,  he  was 
elected  Junior  Grand  Warden.  The  year  following  he  was 
elected  Senior  Grand  Warden,  which  office  he  held  two  years. 
He  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  Master  June  24th,  1811,  and 
the  year  following  he  was  re-elected.  In  1813  he  was  elected 
Grand  Master,  and  again  1814.  At  the  annual  meeting  held 
in  1815,  he  was  present,  but  declined  a  re-election,  having  re- 
moved his  residence  to  Massachusetts.  Thereupon  it  was, 
"Resolved,  That  M.  W.  Ephraim  Bowen,  M.  W.  William  Wil- 
kinson, and  W.  John  Garlile,  be  a  committee  to  communicate 
to  the  M.  W.  Thomas  Smith  Webb,  Past  Grand  Master  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  their  unfeigned  thanks  for  the  able  and  satisfac- 
tory manner  in  which  he  has  conducted  its  concerns  during 
the  time  he  has  presided  as  Grand  Master;  and  also  for  the 
great  and  signal  service  he  has  rendered  to  Freemasonry  in 
general,  and  particularly  to  Freemasonry  in  this  State." 

Thus  far  we  have  dwelt  upon  Webb's  childhood  and  youth, 
and  have  considered  him  mainly  in  his  relations  to  lodges,  or 
Symbolic  Masonry.  We  have  now  to  consider  him  in  his  re- 
lations to  Chapters  and  Encampments.  This  will  involve  the 
early  history  of  the  Providence  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  with 
which  he  was  most  intimately  connected  during  a  period  of 
fifteen  year^,  and  where  he  left  the  impress  of  his  rare  genius 
and  skill.  It  will  also  involve  the  history  of  the  bodies  which 
he  was  mainly  or  wholly  instrumental  in  organizing  and  bring- 
ing into  existence,  viz. :  the  General  Grand  Chapter*  of  the 
United  States,  St.  John's  Encampment,  Providence,  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  and  the  Gen- 
eral Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States.  The  history  of 
these  several  bodies  is  intimately  connected  with  the  history  of 
Chapter  and  Encampment  Masonry  in  the  United  States,  and 
must  be  fully  considered  in  any  extended  memoir  of  the  life 
and  work  of  the  distinguished  founder.    We  can  at  present 
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only  allude  to  them  briefly  in  passing.  From  the  records,  it 
appears  that  he  was  invited  to  become  a  member  of  the  Provi- 
dence Chapter,  by  a  committee  of  three,  appointed  at  a  special 
meeting,  held  January  9,  1799.  The  first  meeting  at  which  he 
seems  to  have  been  present,  was  held  October  11, 1799,  when  he 
officiated  as  Scribe  joro  tem.  On  the  18th  of  December,  follow- 
ing, he  presided,  by  special  request  of  the  High  Priest,  Rev. 
Companion  Abraham  L.  Clarke,  who  was  himself  present.  As 
no  work  was  done,  so  far  as  the  records  show,  it  is  evident  that 
the  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  give  Webb  an  opportunity  to 
explain  and  illustrate,  as  he  had  previously  done  before  SL  An- 
drew's Chapter  in  Boston,  the  changes  and  improvements  in 
the  seveml  degrees,  the  exoteric  parts  of  which  he  had  pub- 
lished in  his  "Monitor."  He  again  presided,  in  like  manner, 
on  the  11th  of  January,  1800.  He  presided  on  the  6th  of 
March,  18th  of  March,  Ist  of  April,  8tli  of  April,  23d  of 
April,  8th  of  July,  4th  of  November,  18th  of  November,  30th 
of  December,  and  3d  of  February,  1801,  at  which  meetings 
brethren  were  admitted,  in  the  language  of  the  records,  to  the 
degrees  of  Mark  Master,  Past  and  Most  Excellent  Master,  and 
exalted  to  the  degree  of  a  Boyal  Arch  Mason.  At  the  annual 
meeting,  held  on  the  10th  of  February,  1801,  he  was  elected 
High  Priest,  in  the  place  of  Rev.  Companion  Clarke,  who  had 
removed  to  Bristol.  On  the  12th  of  November,  following,  he 
was  reelected  for  one  year.  During  his  administration,  the  by- 
laws, consisting  of  twelve  articles,  were  prepared  by  him  and 
adopted  by  the  Chapter.  These,  it  may  be  added,  have  contin- 
ued in  force,  with  but  slight  changes,  until  the  present  day. 
Henceforth  the  records  adopt  the  peculiar  phraseology,  which 
has  since  everywhere  prevailed. 

The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island  was  organ- 
ized in  March,  1798.  On  the  24th  of  December,  1799,  Webb 
visited  this  body,  and  presided  as  Grand  High  Priest.  He  also 
presided,  as  appears  from  the  records,  on  the  10th  of  March, 
1801,  11th  of  March*and  2d  of  April  following,  installing  the 
officers  and  instructing  them  in  their  work.  On  the  10th  of 
March,  1802,  he  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest.  He 
presided  at  meetings  held  March  30th,  June  8th,  and  July  7th, 
following.    In  the  records  of  this  last  meeting  appears  the 


148  BIOGKAPHICAL  SKETCH   OF 

recommendation  and  endorsement  of  his  "  Monitor."  This 
recommendation,  which  was  printed  in  the  second  edition,  and 
repeated  in  every  subsequent  one,  reads  as  follows :  "  The  sub- 
scribers having  been  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  a 
publication  by  companion  Thomas  S.  Webb,  entitled  'The  Free- 
mason's Monitor,'  beg  leave  to  report  that,  having  attended  to 
the  subject  of  their  appointment,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the 
said  publication  is  replete  with  useful  Masonic  information,  and 
is  fully  entitled  to  the  sanction  of  this  Grand  Chapter." 

«  JOHN  CARLILE,  R.  A.  K., 
WM.  WILKINSON,  E.  A.  S., 
JER.  F.  JENKINS,  R.  A.  T., 
NATHAN  FISHER,  R.  A.  C, 
JOSEPH  TILLINGHAST,  R,  A.  C." 

"  Whereupon  resolved  unanimously.  That  this  Grand  Chap- 
ter recommend  the  aforesaid  work  to  the  attention  and  study 
of  all  members  of  the  Fraternity  to  whom  the  same  may  come. 

Extract  from  the  records, 

AMOS  T.  JENCKES,  Grand  Secretary." 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1803,  he  was  elected  Grand  High 
Priest.  This  office  he  continued  to  hold  with  pleasure  to  him- 
self and  profit  to  the  Craft,  until  his  removal  from  the  State  in 
1815,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  John  Carlile.  It  was  during 
his  administration  that  he  presided  at  the  Constitution  of  the 
Newport  Chapter,  the  "ceremonies  "  of  which,  carefully  written 
out  in  his  peculiarly  neat  and  legible  penmanship,  are  found 
among  the  "  Webb  Papers."  They  are  worthy  of  publication, 
presenting  as  they  do  interesting  details  not  elsewhere  found  in 
print,  and  affording  a  good  illustration  of  the  genius  and  spirit 
of  the  author. 

The  formation  of  a  General  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the  gnuid  and 
subordinate  chapters,  early  engaged  Webb's  attention.  His 
views  on  the  subject  are  happily  stated  in  the  second  edition  of 
the  "  Monitor,"  published  in  Providence,  in  1802.  At  a  con- 
vention of  committees  from  several  chapters  in  the  Northern 
States,  held  in   Poston,  on  the  24th  of  October,  1797,  over 
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which  he  presided  as  chairman,  a  circular  letter,  which  he  had 
undoubtedly  prepared  in  advance,  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
every  chapter  in  said  States.  This  letter  is  also  published  in 
the  "  Monitor.'*  Agreeably  thereto,  a  second  convention  was 
held  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  on  the  24th  of  January,  1798. 
At  this  convention  the  form  of  a  constitution  was  adopted,  and 
Webb  was  appointed  chairman  of  a  committee  to  write  to  the 
several  chapters  not  represented,  and  to  carry  the  constitution 
into  effect.  He  was  also  elected  General  Grand  Scribe.  The 
first  meeting  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  after  its  organiza- 
tion, was  held  at  Middletown,  Connecticut,  on  the  third  Wed- 
nesday in  September,  1798,  and  adjourned  to  meet  in  Provi- 
dence on  the  second  Wednesday  in  January,  1799.  At  this 
meeting  he  presented,  as  chairman  of  a  special  committee  ap- 
pointed for  this  purpose,  a  new  constitution,  which,  after 
discussion,  was  adopted.  This  important  document,  which  em- 
bodies the  author's  long  cherished  views  iu  regard  to  chapter 
organization  and  government,  and  which  lies  at  the  foundation 
of  Capitular  Masonry  to-day  throughout  the  United  States,  is 
also  published  in  full  in  the  "Monitor."  The  next  regular 
meeting  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  at  which  he  presided 
in  the  absence  of  the  General  Grand  High  Priest,  was  held  at 
Middletown,  on  the  9th  of  January,  1806.  At  this  meeting  ho 
was  elected  General  Grand  King.  The  fourth  meeting,  at  which 
he,  as  usual,  presided,  was  held  in  New  York,  on  the  6th  of 
June,  1816.  At  this  meeting  the  honorable  and  illustrious  De 
Witt  Clinton  was  elected  General  Grand  High  Priest,  while 
Webb  was  elected  Deputy  General. 

When  or  where  Webb  received  the  degrees  of  Knighthood, 
cannot  now,  perhaps,  be  certainly  determined.  The  eminent 
historiographer,  Creigh,  in  his  "  History  of  the  Knights  Tem- 
plar of  Pennsylvania,"  claims  for  Philadelphia  the  honor  of 
knighting  him,  while  the  no  less  eminent  Gardner,  Past  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  claims 
the  same  honor  for  Boston.  In  the  absence  of  any  positive  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  we  may  reasonably  infer,  from  the 
peculiar  language  of  the  first  edition  of  the  "  Monitor,"  that 
he  was  made  a  Knight  Templar,  and  a  Knight  of  Malta,  in  the 
Encampment  of  New  York  Citv,  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
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year  1796.  It  is  certain  thai;  he  laid  the  foundations  of  his 
distinguished  career  as  a  Templar  Mason  in  Providence.  On 
the  23d  of  August,  1802,  St.  John's  Encampment  was  organ- 
ized, and  he  was  elected  first  "  Grand  Master."  At  this  meet- 
ing be  was  appointed  chairman  of  a  committee  to  prepare  a 
code  of  by-laws.  These  laws,  which  were  afterwards  adopted, 
continued  in  force,  with  but  slight  alterations,  for  forty  years. 
They  are  in  the  highest  degree  interesting  at  the  present  day, 
illustrating  as  they  do,  the  work  of  the  illustrious  founder  of 
this  now  venerable  body.  At  each  annual  meeting  he  was 
successively  re-elected  "Grand  Master," until  December  5,1814, 
when  he  declined  further  oflBce,  in  consequence  of  his  removal 
from  the  State.  Sir  John  Carlile  was  accordingly  elected  his 
successor.  It  is  sad,  in  this  connection,  to  be  reminded,  that 
of  the  associates  of  Webb  in  St.  John's  Encampment,  or  as  it 
is  now  called,  Commandery,  not  one  is  now  living,  all  having 
ceased  from  their  earthly  labors,  and  entered  the  asylum  above. 
The  late  Sir  Knight  Josiah  Whitaker,  whom  he  dubbed  Knight 
of  the  Red  Cross,  December  28,  1813,  and  who  was  made  a 
Templar  on  the  10th  of  January  following,  was  for  many  years, 
as  it  were,  a  connecting  link  between  the  present  and  the 
past.  He  was  present  at  the  annual  meeting  in  December, 
1870,  and  appeared  full  of  life  and  vigor.  Like  the  prophet  of 
old,  his  eye  was  not  dimmed,  nor  had  his  natural  force  materi- 
ally abated.  His  sun  has  since  gone  down  in  brightness,  leav- 
ing behind  the  record  of  a  life  throughout  illustrative  of  fidel- 
ity to  obligation,  of  unswerving  attachment  to  the  principles  of 
our  order,  and  of  zeal,  faith  and  love  in  propagating  Chris- 
tian Knighthood.  Worthy  pupil  of  his  honored  and  beloved 
"  Grand  Master." 

On  the  6th  day  of  May,  1805,  a  "Grand  Convention  of 
Knights  Templar"  was  held  in  Providence,  when  it  was 
unanimously  resolved  to  proceed  to  the  formation  of  a  "  Grand 
Encampment,"  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  devise  and 
report  a  form  of  constitution  therefor.  The  convention  then 
adjourned  to  meet  on  Monday,  May  13th.  At  this  adjourned 
meeting  a  constitution,  in  which  the  forming  hand  of  Webb  is 
clearly  discernible,  was  adopted,  and  "  The  Grand  Encampment 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Jurisdiction  thereunto  belonging,"  or,  aa 
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it  is  now  called,  "  The  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island,"  was  fully  organized.  Webb  was  unani- 
mously elected  first  "Grand  Master,"  and  successively  re-elected 
from  year  to  year,  until  June  25th,  1817,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  intimate  friend  and  associate,  Sir  William  Wil- 
kinson, of  Providence.  Of  the  original  officers  of  this  Grand 
Encampment,  all,  it  may  be  observed,  were  citizens  of  Provi- 
dence, with  the  exception  of  Sir  Henry  Fowle,  of  Boston,  who 
was  elected  "  Generalissimo,"  and  Sir  Jonathan  Gage,  of  New- 
buryport,  who  was  elected  "  Captain  General."  The  idea  of  its 
formation  was  conceived  in  Rhode  Island,  where  its  foundations 
were  laid  broad  and  deep,  through  the  genius  and  exertions 
maiuly  of  Webb.  It  is  now  the  oldest  body  of  the  kind 
in  the  United  States;  like  St.  John's  Encampment,  it  has  had 
an  uninterrupted  existence  from  the  beginning.  Its  assemblies 
have  been  regularly  held ;  its  records  have  been  uniformly 
kept;  it  has  numbered  among  its  officers  and  members  some  of 
the  most  distinguished  Masons  of  the  present  century;  and, 
finally,  it  has  been,  in  the  language  of  Most  Eminent  Sir 
Knight  Gardner,  "the  germ  of  Templar  Masonry  as  now  organ- 
ized in  the  United  States." 

The  great  and  crowning  glory  of  Webb's  masonic  work  was 
the  formation  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 
The  origin  of  this  august  and  influential  body  of  Knights  Tem- 
plar, whose  jurisdiction  extends  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  and 
from  the  Atlantic  coast  to  the  Pacific,  has  heretofore  been 
veiled  in  obscurity.  Hence  have  arisen  erroneous  and  conflict- 
ing views,  which  have  sometimes  led  to  protracted  discussions. 
The  published  record  of  the  early  proceedings,  states  that  it  was 
formed  by  a  convention  of  delegates  from  eight  Councils  and 
Encampments  of  New  England  and  New  York.  From  docu- 
ments and  papers  that  have  recently  come  to  light,  it  appears 
that  it  was  in  reality  formed  by  a  convention  of  four  Sir 
Knights,  viz. :  Thomas  Smith  Webb  and  Henry  Fowle,  of  Bos- 
ton, John  Snow,  of  Providence,  and  Thomas  Lowndes,  of  New 
York.  Other  Sir  Knights  were  in  attendance,  and  gave  coun- 
tenance to  the  proceedings,  but  they  were  not  accredited  dele- 
gates from  the  two  Grand  Encampments  represented  by  the  four 
Sir  Knights  mentioned.  Passing  over  the  details,  which  belong 
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to  a  more  extended  history  of  Webb's  life  and  Masonic  career, 
we  can  only  state  in  brief,  that  the  idea  of  a  General  Grand 
Encampment  originated  with  him,  and  was  first  presented  to 
the  Grand  Encampment  of '  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island, 
at  the  annual  meeting,  held  May  15,  1816.  The  first  conven- 
tion on  the  subject  was  held  in  Philadelphia,  June  11th — 13th, 
181 G,  at  which  he  presided  as  chairman.  Not  being  able  to 
agree  with  the  delegates  from  Pennsylvania,  who  avowed  them- 
selves in  subordination  to  and  under  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mas- 
ter Masons,  and  who  objected  to  the  degrees  of  Mark  Master, 
Most  Excellent  Master,  and  the  Red  Cross,  this  convention  was 
dissolved,  and  the  four  Sir  Knights  returned  to  the  North. 
The  second  convention,  at  which  he  also  presided,  was  held  in 
Mason's  Hall,  New  York,  on  the  20th  and  21st  of  June,  fol- 
lowing. At  this  meeting  a  constitution  was  discussed  and 
adopted,  and  officers  were  clocted,  and  duly  installed  by.the  pre- 
siding chairman.  The  Hon.  De  Witt  Clinton  was  elected  Gen- 
eral Grand  Master,  and  Webb,  Deputy  General,  which  oflBce  he 
held  upwards  of  three  years,  or  until  his  death.  The  original 
draft  of  the  constitution,  we  may  add,  with  all  the  changes, 
additions  and  interlineations,  in  Webb's  own  handwriting,  is 
now  on  file  among  the  archives  of  St.  John's  Commandery. 

We  have  already  exceeded  our  limits.  We  cannot,  however, 
bring  this  imperfect  sketch  of  Webb  to  a  close,  without  allud- 
ing to  his  musical  gifts,  with  which  the  munificent  Author  of 
all  Good  had  richly  endowed  him.  From  earliest  youth  his 
whole  soul  seemed  attuned  to  harmony.  His  voice  had  singular 
power  and  sweetness,  and  the  fife  and  the  flute  were  among  his 
choicest  companions.  His  first  guide  to  the  rudiments  of 
music  was  William  Billings,  of  Boston,  a  celebrated  teacher 
and  composer.  His  valuable  services  are  inscribed  on  the  re- 
cords of  the  Federal  Street  Choir,  where  he  worshipped,  and 
also  the  choir  of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  of  Provi- 
dence, for  the  use  of  which  he  was  mainly  instrumental  in  pro- 
curing an  organ.  He  was  the  first  President  of  the  Psallonian 
Society,  an  organization  formed  for  the  improvement  of  its 
members  in  sacred  melody.  Some  of  the  members  of  this  so- 
ciety, especially  Amos  M.  Atwell,  the  first  Master  of  Mount 
Vernon    Lodge,   Joseph    Tillinghast,  David    Vinton,  Moses 
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Noyes,  and  the  late  Oliver  Shaw,  the  celebrated  blind  teacher 
and  composer  of  music,  were  accustomed  to  meet  weekly  for 
practice  at  Webb's  residence,  a  three-story  brick  house,  which 
he  built,  on  the  corner  of  Westminster  and  Eddy  streets. 
"  Often,"  says  a  contemporary,  Mr.  Nehemiah  Draper,  who  has 
recently  died,  "have  I  stood  for  hours,  on  the  sidewalks,  listen- 
ing with  the  crowd  to  the  rich  and  stirring  strains  of  vocal 
melody  that  came  through  the  open  windows  on  a  summer's 
evening."  Upon  his  removal  from  Providence  to  Boston,  he 
joined  a  society  called  the  Philharmonic,  designed  to  cultivate 
and  improve  the  style  and  performance  of  instrumental  music. 
Of  this  society  he  was  made  vice-president.  In  April,  1815,  in 
connection  with  a  number  of  amateurs  and  professors  of  music, 
he  instituted  and  established  the  celebrated  Handel  and  Hayden 
Society,  of  which  he  was  the  first  president.  "  It  was  here," 
says  his  eulogist,  "  that  he  found  a  theatre  suited  to  the  fall 
display  of  his  vast  fund  of  science,  taste  and  judgment ;  and 
here  that  he  shone  in  a  light  allied  to  the  splendor  of  heaven. 
Able  in  theory,  skilled  in  practice,  and  favored  with  the  nicest 
discriminating  power,  his  capacious  and  discerning  mind  en- 
abled him,  even  in  the  most  complicated  and  extensive  per- 
formance, to  discern  the  smallest  defect,  and  indicated  to  him 
the  instrument  or  voice  that  would  best  supply  its  place,  and 
perfect  the  harmony  of  the  whole." 

Colonel  Webb,  as  he  was  commonly  called  during  his  later 
years,  died  very  suddenly  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  while  on  his  way 
to  Worthington,  to  install  and  instruct  the  officers  of  a  Masonic 
body.  This  sad  event  occurred  on  the  6th  day  of  July,  1819, 
he  being  at  the  time  in  the  forty-eighth  year  of  his  age. 
Agreeably  to  a  particular  request,  previously  made,  his  remains 
were  brought  to  Providence  and  placed  in  his  own  tomb  in  the 
west  part  of  the  town,  beside  the  remains  of  his  first  wife  and 
their  two  children.  Public  funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
First  Congregational  Church,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  Rev.  Barnabas  Bates,  Grand  Chaplain 
of  the  Lodge,  delivering  a  solemn  and  impressive  discourse.  A 
crowded  and  attentive  audience  gave  evidence  of  the  estimation 
in  which  the  deceased  was  held  by  the  community,  among 
whom  he  had  so  long  resided.    William   Wilkinson^  Henry 
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Fowle,  Col.  Henry  Pnrkitt,  Colonel  Epliraim  Bowen,  Richard 
Anthnuy  and  Ebeiipzer  Tyler,  all  Past  Graud  Masters,  offici- 
ated as  pall  bearers. 

Ill  1859,  at  the  suggeBtion  of  Bro.  Robert  Morris,  and  throngh 
the  indefatigable  exertions,  largely,  of  the  late  Eminent  Sir 
Knight  Salabury,  a  Mnsonio  Association  was  formed,  and  funds 
were  collected  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  suitable  monument 
to  the  memory  of  Webb.  The  plans  were  sueceaafully  carried 
out,  and  in  1862,  a  beaatifnl  and  imposing  monument  of  mar- 
ble was  erected  in  the  North  Bnrying  Gronnd,  beneBth  which 
his  remains  now  repose.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  held  May  5, 1804, 
on  motion  of  Sir  George  W.  Chace,  it  was  "Resolved,  As  a  ninrk 
of  knightly  respect  to  the  memory  of  Past  Grand  Master  Sir 
Thomas  Smith  Webb,  one  of  the  founders  of  this  Grand  En- 
campment, that  the  membci-s  present  will,  immediately  afrer 
the  close  of  the  afternoon  Bcssion,  make  a  formal  pilgrimage  to 
the  tomb  where  rest  his  mortal  remains."  Which  resolution 
was  adopted  unanimously,  the  Knights  rising. 
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CHARLES  WHITLOCK  MOORE. 


Memoirs  of  distingaished  men^  after  the  full  maturity  of 
their  powers  have  been  developed,  their  natural  gifts  exhibited, 
their  characteristics  noted,  the  measure  of  their  acquirements 
pronounced,  their  public    services  weighed,  and  tKey  have 
stepped  from  the  grand  arena  of  affairs  for  awhile,  perhaps 
from  ever  again  putting  forth  that  potent  influence  which  it 
was  their  wont  to  do, — the  careers  of  most  of  such  men  may  be 
written  with  fidelity  of  appreciation  in  their  life  time ;    but 
when  the  remarkable  fact  is  presented  in  venerable  age  that 
natural  powers  do  not  abate ;  that  a  series  of  fine  qualities  seem 
perennial ;  that  the  intellect  yields  not  its  forces ;  that  the  grasp 
of  a  vigorous  manhood  is  long  continued  with  the  keenness  of 
its  best  intuitions,  and  the  benificencies  of  an  active  career 
waits  upon  new  opportunities,  then  there  comes  a  life  upon 
which  the  memorialist  must  panse  in  his  task,  seeking  fresh 
inspiration  towards  a  new  mode  of  narrative ;  and  such  indeed 
is  the  contemplation  in  a  memoir  of  Charles  Whitlock  Moore. 
If  the  imagination  suggests  length  of  distinguished  service  to 
Freemasonry  as  a  starting  point,  the  memories  of  two  genera- 
tions of  witnessing  brethren  arise  and  their  unanimous  applaud 
gives  no  uncertain  verdict,  for  Bro.  Moore  had  scarcely  appeared 
upon  the  stage  of  action,  a  half  a  century  ago,  when  he  inaug- 
urated, at  an  appalling  crisis,  the  effort  which,  lasting  beyond 
the  first  decade  of  his  membership,  must  be  declared  the  most 
important  achievement   in   the  interest  of  the  craft  that  its 
archives  anywhere  relate.    The  success  of  these  years  of  ablest 
effort  in  the  grand  cause  for  the  preservation  of  the  Masonic 
institution  itself  in  tbi?  country — wherein  be  was  the  central 
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figure,  its  unquestioned  master-spirit—culmiDating  trium- 
phantlj  iu  1834,  won  for  him  that  position  in  the  Order  which 
his  positive  capacity  has  enabled  him  to  "hold  ever  since. 

If  the  thought  of  the  memorialist  prompts  to  a  survey  of  the 
value  of  his  services  to  Freemasonry,  the  universal  brotherhood 
will  respond  with  similar  acclaim,  as  their  representatives  have 
done  on  memorable  occasions,  to  services  in  its  jurisprudence, 
its  work,  and  its  literature.  To  guard  the  rights  and  customs 
of  masons,  as  exemplified  in  the  present  state  of  masonic  law, 
has  been  with  him  the  growth  of  years  of  refiection,  aided  by 
an  acute  observation.  To  the  work  of  the  degrees,  its  true 
spirit,  with  verbal  accuracy  in  all  its  time-honored,  beautiful 
symmetry,  amid  the  changes  in  language  of  a  critical,  exacting 
era,  he  has  brought  the  results  of  close  study  in  archteology, 
with  an  ardent  love  of  the  ancient  landmarks.  In  the  litera- 
ture of  Freemasonry  his  rank  must  stand  without  a  peer.  The 
precious  tenets  of  the  Order,  handed  down  the  centuries, 
reposing  reservedly  in  the  bosom  of  masons,  at  length  met  an 
advancing,  investigating  age;  it  became  necessary  to  meet  this 
era  with  the  acknowledged  weapon  of  the  age,  the  press,  and 
our  venerable  brother  stood  forth  singly,  in  1825,  with  the 
earliest  masonic  publication  to  meet  the  need.  The  venture 
was  unique — a  dove  from  the  ark.  In  1841,  encouraged  by 
the  prestige  of  his  conspicuous  part  towards  placing  Freema- 
sonry in  recognized  repute  among  human  benefactions,  he 
established  the  Freema807i^8  Magaziney  as  it  stands  to-day.  The 
only  one  at  the  time  in  existence  based  exclusively  on  masonic 
principles.  Next,  his  books  and  text-books ;  his  frequent  pub- 
lic addresses,  astute  in  argument,  trenchant  in  defense,  lucid 
in  style,  replete  with  varied,  interesting  topic,  instructive  and 
illustrative  of  masonic  history. 

Upon  the  broad  basis  of  so  much  accomplishment,  the  fra- 
ternity well  may,  as  it  already  has  so  often  done,  bestow  its 
distinguished  tributes  of  merit  on  a  living  brother;  on  one, 
verily,  whose  devotion  in  usefulness  is  the  same  to-day  as  it  has 
been  from  the  beginning;  on  one  who  meets  the  literary  de- 
mands of  the  present  with  the  unabated  skill  of  the  best 
requirement  in  his  half  century  of  performance  ;  agnin,  on  a 
brother,  who,  with  instant  voice  and  ready  pen,  still  aummon? 


the  bright  record  in  the  past  of  masonry  into  glorious  harbingers 
of  the  future,  if  its  lessons  are  heeded,  and,  standing  a  sentinel 
upon  the  watch  tower,  at  a  proud  elevation  by  common  consent 
of  the  fraternity,  he  is  the  able  scrutineer  of  what  aflFects  its 
concerns  for  weal  and  woe. 

A  career  like  this  one,  so  heroic  in  sunshine  or  storm  for 
more  than  fifty  years,  and  still  in  full  tide,  with  a  fame  pro- 
nounced by  masons  everywhere,  around  which  the  precious 
souvenirs  of  the  order  cluster,  oflFering  here  and  there  proud 
chaplets,  need  not  now  be  sketched  in  detail.  They  are  all 
official;  but  let  it  be  said  that,  while  breathing  in  ail  his  walks 
of  life,  with  full  breath,  the  atmosphere  of  a  broad  humanity, 
its  details  are  thoroughly  masonic.  But  to  those  who  have 
never  met  Bro.  Moore  face  to  face,  to  whom  he  can  be  only 
known  through  his  writings  and  masonic  report,  it  will  be  of 
interest  to  add  a  word  of  his  personality.  In  presence,  then, 
he  is  striking,  moulded  in  a  loftier  mould  than  the  average  of 
men,  he  claims  a  regard  which  acquaintance  strengthens; 
suggesting,  too,  that  quality  of  impressiveness  which,  once 
seen,  fades  not  in  the  memory.  Ever  firm  in  health,  his  step  is 
quick,  his  motions  prompt  without  haste,  his  address  easy  and 
gracious,  with  no  studied  polish  or  artifice  of  manner.  He  is 
as  he  appears  to  be,  a  dignified  man  of  affairs,  with  ample 
knowledge  of  the  world,  at  home  in  all  society,  and  thoroughly 
adapted  in  every  circumstance  for  intercourse  with  his  fellow 
men.  Time  has  dealt  lightly  with  him,  prolonging  late  the 
vigorous  air  of  a  prime  manhood,  while  his  playful  fancies  at 
social  moments  betoken  a  relish  that  only  a  youthfulness  of 
feeling  could  sustain.  Bro.  Moore's  characteristics  are  of  the 
positive  sort,  and  true  to  his  near  English  ancestry,  with  opin- 
ions which  are  convictions,  he  can  be  stern  in  downright 
decision,  and  dogmatic  as  well,  with  no  thought  that  natural 
directness  and  earnestness  can  give  offence.  His  ideas  are 
large ;  there  is  nothing  narrow  or  savoring  of  old  notions  be- 
cause they  are  merely  old,  in  his  composition ;  he  is  fully  alive 
to  the  times,  often  in  advance;  his  taste  is  cultivated;  three 
masonic  edifices  in  Boston  have  been  witnesses  to  his  love  of 
grandeur  and  skill  in  adornment  A  long  acquaintance  with 
him  impresses  one  in  his  reliabity,  and  a  belief  that  he  would 
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be  a  successful  leader  in  whatever  he  undertook,  by  superior 
force  of  will  and  capacity;  he  seems  to  be  more  indebted,  for 
what  he  is,  to  a  native  intellectual  strength,  with  tact,  and  wide 
experience  with  men  and  things,  rather  than  to  much  advantage 
from  learned  acquisitions.  With  no  cross  in  life,  save  that 
which  he  willingly  took  up,  he  has  been  more  nearly  a  martyr 
for  a  cause  than  any  mason  in  America.  His  marked  indivi- 
duality, and  formerly,  more  than  of  late  years,  a  certain  sharp- 
ness of  speech,  tingeing,  as  it  was  wont  to  do,  an  otherwise  affa- 
bility of  countenance,  is  pleasantly  mitigated  by  the  recollec- 
tion that,  notwithstanding  the  mad,  relentless  persecution  of 
which  he  has  been  the  subject  for  the  truth's  sake,  and  his 
severe  and  uncompromising  mode  of  meeting  it,  he  does  melt 
with  more  than  a  woman's  sensibility,  discovering,  too,  a  touch- 
ing magnanimity  at  a  prostrate  foe  in  distress.  This  quality  of 
heart  is  appreciated  by  friends  who  know  with  absolute  certain- 
ty his  possession  of  a  charming  trait  that  is  not  so  open  to 
ordinary  observation,  or  left  to  be  supposed  from  a  manner, 
which  is  only  occasional  with  him.  The  following  are  inter- 
esting dates  in  this  remarkable  career  : 

Charles  Whitlock  Moore  was  born  in  Boston,  March  29, 1801 ; 
he  was  proposed  for  membership  in  Massachusetts  Lodge,  Feb- 
ruary, 1822,  but  having  an  offer  of  some  literary  work  for  the 
State  of  Maine,  he  went  at  once  thither,  and  took  his  degrees 
in  April  and  May,  following,  in  Kennebec  Lodge,  Hallowell. 
In  October  of  the  same  year  he  returned  to  Boston,  and  took 
membership  in  the  Lodge  of  St.  Andrew,  where  he  is  now  the 
senior  member  and  Past  Master.  In  1825  he  was  made  a 
K.  A.  Mason  in  St.  Andrew's  Chapter  j  in  1830,  a  Knight  Tem- 
plar in  Boston  Encampment;  in  1832  he  received  the  Royal 
and  Select  Master's  degrees,  and  in  1848,.  the  thirty-third  of  the 
Scotch  Rite.  In  1834  he  was  chosen  R.  G.  Secretary  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts.  Nearly  all  the  more  import- 
ant papers  that  emanated  from  the  Grand  Lodge,  for  the  long 
period  of  his  service,  were  in  full  or  in  part  the  work  of  his 
pen.  He  was  also  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Grand  Charity  Fund  for  sixteen  years.  The  Right  Worship- 
ful J,  T.  Heard,  in  his  admirable  history  of  Columbian  Lodge, 
published  in  1856,  in  a  biographical  notice  of  Bro.  Moore,  says 
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"  In  short,  he  has  filled  nearly  every  oflBce  in  a  lodge,  chapter 
and  encampment,  holding  each  seyeral  years.  Daring  the  long 
time  that  has  passed  since  he  became  a  mason,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  he  has  been  out  of  office ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  has 
mrely  failed  to  occupy  less  than  three  or  four,  and  frequently 
five  or  six  official  stations  at  the  same  time.  He  is  also  an 
honorary  member  of  several  masonic  societies,  grand  and  subor- 
dinate, at  lionie  and  abroad.  There  has  been  no  masonic  move- 
ment of  importance  for  thirty  years  in  which  he  has  not  taken 
an  active  part." 

The  following  is  believed  to  be  a  complete  list  of  the  impor- 
tant offices  held  by  Brother  Moore;  they  are  placed  in  the 
order  of  their  conferment. 

Master  and  Secretary  of  the  lodge  of  St.  Andrew;  High 
Priest  of  St.  Andrews  R.  A.  Chapter;  Grand  Master  of  the 
Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters ;  M.  W.  of  the  chapter  of 
Rose  Croix ;  Commander  of  the  Boston,  and  of  the  De  Molay 
Encampments,  respectively  ;  Grand  H.  P.  of  the  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Massachusetts;  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  For  a 
series  of  years  chairman  of,  or  member  of  the  important  com- 
mittees in  the  United  States  General  Grand  Chapter ;  Grand 
Captain  General  and  Generalissimo  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
of  the  United  States;  Grand  Secretary  General  of  the  Supreme 
Council  33^  N.  J.  U.  S.  Recording  Grand  Secretary,  Deputy, 
Grand  Master,  and  Corresponding  Grand  Secrelary  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  the  last  of  which  offices  he  now  holds. 
He  was  also  the  representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State 
in  the  national  masonic  convention  at  Washington,  D.  C,  and 
at  Baltimore.  In  the  latter  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  the  work  and  lectures.  Finally  at  the  annual  communica- 
tion of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  in  December  1873,  he 
was  by  a  unanimous  vote  made  an  Honorary  Past  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  jurisdiction,  a  very  high  honor, 
and  one  which  never  before  has  been  conferred  in  Massachu- 
setts. 

Notwithstanding  this  unusual  length  of  service,  both  of  trust 
and  honor,  and  the  vast  amount  of  literary  labor  for  masonry. 
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no  statement  of  it  can  adequately  convey  the  positive  value  of 
his  services  and  influence  towards  placing  freemasonry  in  the 
rank  which  the  honored  institution  holds  at  the  present  day. 
The  time  has  not  come,  long  may  it  be  in.  waiting,  before  the 
estimate  of  this  unparalleled  masonic  career  shall  be  finally 
made. 
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SIR  RUEL  BAKER. 


Sir  Euel  Baker,  of  whom  no  portrait  exists,  was  born  in  Sud- 
bury, Mass.,  July  19,  1792,  and  died  in  Boston,  January  17, 
1848,  at  the  age  of  55  years,  and  was  interred  at  Mt.  Auburn. 
He  was  the  youngest  son  of  John  Baker,  who  vvas  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 
The  gun  used  by  him  ou  that  celebrated  occasion  still  remains 
in  the  family.  Rnel  Baker  was  made  a  mason  in  Columbian 
Lodge,  in  1825,  and  elected  its  Master,  1837,  and  the  three  suc- 
ceeding years,  and  was  its  Treasurer  from  1841  to  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  served  with  credit  as  High  Priest  of  St.  An- 
drew's Chapter  and  Commander  of  Boston  Encampment,  and 
was  also  a  member  of  the  33^  of  the  A.  and  A.  Rite.  In  1847 
he  was  elected  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  and  died  before  the  expiration 
of  his  term,  being  the  only  Grand  Master  who  deceased  while 
in  office. 

During  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  Bro.  Baker  served  in 
the  militia,  and  was  stationed  in  Boston  harbor.  He  afterwards 
became  the  Lieut.-Col.  of  the  3d  Massachusetts  Regiment,  and 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Co., 
having  been  admitted  in  1819.  In  the  same  year  he  married 
Mary  Newell,  who  still  survives  him.  She  was  a  niece  of  the 
once  celebrated  missionary,  Harriet  Newell,  whose  sad  fate  in  a 
foreign  land  elicited  deep  sympathy  throughout  the  religious 
world.  She  was  a  yonng,  beautiful  and  accomplished  woman, 
and  her  deep-seated  piety  and  fervid  zeal  in  the  cause  of  mis- 
sions impelled  her  to  leave  home,  relative^  and  friends,  and  the 
35J 
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comforts  of  life,  and  oflFer  herself  a  willing  sacrifice  in  the  cause 
of  the  heathen.  Soon  after  her  arrival  out  she  sickened  and 
died  under  peculiarly  distressing  circumstances.  She  died  at 
the  Isle  of  France,  in  1812,  at  the  early  age  of  19  years. 

He  served  his  ward  several  years  in  the  city  government,  and 
was  also  a  representative  from  Boston  in  the  State  Legislature. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  director  of  the  Boylston 
Bank,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders.  He  sustained 
through  life  the  character  of  an  upright  and  honest  man  ;  ever 
frank  and  manly  in  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow  men,  he  was 
regarded  with  respect  by  all  who  knew  him.  A  funeral  sermon 
was  preached  at  his  obsequies,  in  the  Hollis  street  Church  ;  the 
attendance  at  the  funeral  was  very  numerous,  embracing  the 
members  of  various  masonic  societies,  of  the  Massachusetts 
Cliaritable  Mechanics'  Association,  and  other  bodies  of  which 
he  was  a  member. 
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GBANB  31  ASTER  in  18S8-'S9. 


WINSLOW  LEWIS,  M.  D. 


Dr.  Winslow  Lewis  was  born  in  Boston,  July  8, 1799,  in  the 
same  house  in  which  his  mother  was  born.  He  was  fitted  for 
college  under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  Daniel  Staniford,  who  kept  a 
private  school  of  high  repute  in  Boston  ;  graduated  at  Harvard 
University  in  1819,  studied  medicine  under  the  late  eminent 
Dr.  John  C.  Warren,  and  took  his  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1822.  His 
favorite  pursuit  was  anatomy,  for  which  he  had  a  peculiar  tact, 
as  he  had  a  firm  nerve,  and  quick  decisive  judgment,  qualities 
so  essential  in  delicate  and  critical  operations  of  surgery.  To 
perfect  his  studies  he  went  immediately  to  Europe,  attended  the 
lectures  of  Dupuytren,  in  Paris,  and  Abernethy,  in  London, 
both  surgeons  of  great  celebrity.  This  was  not,  however,  his 
first  visit,  for  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  when  only  seventeen  years 
of  age,  and  has  made,  in  all,  fourteen  passages. 

On  his  return  he  commenced  practice  in  Boston.  In  Febru- 
ary 22, 1828,  he  was  married  by  the  Rev.  Bethel  Judd,  to  Miss 
Emeliue  Richards,  daughter  of  Captain  Benjamin  Richard?, 
New  London,  Conn.  He  was  two  years  physician  of  the  Mu- 
nicipal Institutions,  three  of  the  House  of  Correction,  and, 
after  Dr.  Warren's  decease,  he  was  consulting  surgeon  in  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 

In  1849  he  again  visited  the  Continent,  leaving  his  family  at 
home,  but  was  goqe  only  seven  months.  He  was  in  Rome  when 
it  was  attacked  by  the  French,  and  quitted  that  city  only  the 
day  before  the  siege  commenced,  of  which  he  wrote  home  a 
glowing  description  which  was  published  in  the  Transcript. 
He  journeyed  on  to  Geneva,  and  was  admiring  the  sublime  seen- 
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ery  which  surrounds  that  city — the  overhanging  Alps  and  the 
blue  lake  beneath  them — when,  not  dreaming  of  evil,  he  took 
up  a  newspaper  from  Boston  and  read  the  death  of  his  only 
surviving  son,  Winslow  ;  this  young  and  promising  lad  of  only 
ten  years,  had  followed  the  fate  of  his  two  infant  brothers,  cut 
off  by  that  ravaging  disease,  the  scarletina.  The  blow  was  sudden 
and  heavy  to  the  afflicted  father,  and  he  hurried  home. 

The  next  year,  1850,  he  again  embarked  for  Enrope,  with  his 
family,  consisting  of  Mrs.  Lewis  and  his  three  daughters.  The 
doctor  is  an  observing  voyageur  and  took  notes  of  his  travels, 
extracts  from  which  would  be  a  rich  treat  to  the  reader  of  dry 
pedigrees,  but  they  are,  as  yet,  a  sealed  book. 

Dr.  Lewis  and  his  family  spent  six  months  in  Paris,  where 
he  was  introduced  to  Louis  Napoleon,  then  President  of  the 
Republic,  afterwards  Emperor  of  France.  The  Duke  of  Tus- 
cany and  his  lady  became  his  intimate  friends,  and  their  por- 
traits now  adorn  his  library.  They  also  spent  some  time  in 
England  and  Scotland,  visiting  all  the  remarkable  spots  and 
places  sought  by  strangers,  traveling  as  far  north  among  the 
Highlands  and  lakes  as  Inverness.  They  also  set  out  on  a  jour- 
ney to  Italy,  the  classic  land — the  land  of  beauty  and  poesy, 
of  fallen  greatness  and  august  recollections.  Rome  with  its 
ruins  of  past  grandeur,  lying,  as  it  were,  beneath  the  magnifi- 
cent dome  and  structure  of  St.  Peter's — Milan  with  its  palaces 
and  splendid  cathedral — Venice  with  its  numerous  islands,  canals 
and  Bridge  of  Sighs — and  Naples  with  its  enchanting  bay  and 
picturesque  scenery,  successively  became  the  objects  of  their  ad- 
miration. Three  times  the  Doctor  has  ascended  Mount  Vesu- 
vius ;  more  fortunate  than  the  elder  Pliny,  of  whose  death  from 
a  sudden  eruption  of  the  volcano,  his  nephew,  the  younger 
Pliny,  has  given  in  his  letters  a  melancholy,  hut  graphic  de- 
scription ;  and  although  written  eighteen  centuries  ago,  the 
reader  feels  as  though  he  was  present  at  the  scene. 

The  doctor  and  his  family  returned  home  in  1853.  He  re- 
sumed his  profession  as  a  matter  of  choice,  for  his  fortune 
placed  him  above  dependence  on  the  severe  labors  and  arduous 
duties  of  a  physician ;  yet  such  was  his  skill  and  knowledge  of 
surgery,  that  he  could  not  avoid  the  frequent  calls  of  sufferers 
from  disease  or  injury  who  came  to  him  far  and  near;  more 
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especially  since  the  death  of  Dr.  John  0.  Warren.  But  he  was 
much  relieved  in  practice  by  the  growing  and  well  deserved 
reputation  of  his  son-in-law,  Dr.  George  H.  Gay,  to  whom, 
Nov.  21, 1855,  his  oldest  daughter,  Elizabeth  Greenough,  was 
married.  One  fact  in  his  practice,  so  well  known  to  his  friends, 
ought  not  to  be  suppressed.  Often,  very  often,  his  charges  to 
the  poor  and  unfortunate  have  been  light  or  none  at  all.  To 
feel  for  the  distressed,  to  administer  to  the  victims  of  pain  and 
sickness,  is  the  delight  of  the  good  physician,  and  the  glory  of  a 
great  one. 

Dr.  Lewis'  favorite  study  has  been  surgery  and  anatomy,  in 
which  he  is  acknowledged  to  have  few  superiors.  To  these  he 
united  a  love  of  antiquarian  researches,  and  has  retained  his 
fondness  for  the  Latin  classics,  the  beauties  of  which  seem  to 
cling  to  his  memory,  as  the  perfume  lingers  in  the  sandal  wood 
in  every  change  of  condition.  Such  are  the  sweet  influences 
of  the  cultivation  of  taste  and  knowledge  in  early  life;  they 
give  a  tone  to  character  and  a  charm  to  conversation,  which 
neither  age  nor  misfortune  can  take  away.  But  his  great  ob- 
ject was  his  profession,  and  during  the  last  thirty-five  years  the 
number  of  his  private  pupils  have  exceeded  400.  He  translated 
from  the  French,  Oall  on  the  Structure  and  Functions  of  the 
Brainy  which  was  publislfed  in  six  volumes,  edited  Paxton^s 
Anatomy,  and  also  a  work  on  Practical  Anatomy. 

He  was  a  representative  from  Boston  to  the  Geneml  Court 
in  1835, 1852, '53;  one  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  in 
1839  ;  on  the  School  Committee,  1839,  '40,  '41,  '44,  '45,  '57  and 
'58;  visitor  of  the  U.  S.  Marine  Hospital,  1856  to  1862 ;  one  of 
the  Overseers  of  Harvard  University  from  1856  to  1862,  and 
was  re-elected  for  six  years  more;  Consulting  Physician  of  the 
city,' 1861*;  Counsellor  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society; 
a  member  ol  the  American  Medical  Society  of  Paris ;  for  three 
years  he  was  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Massachusetts,  viz. : 
in  1855,  '56  and  '60,  and  has  been  at  the  head  of  several  orders 
in  masonry  [a  recapitulation  of  which  would  sound  strange  and 
forthputting  to  the  uninitiated,  and  give  no  information  to 
those  who  are].  He  was  for  very  many  years  a  fervent  and  ac- 
tive friend  to  our  noble  institution.  The  reason  of  his  becom- 
ing a  ma§on  was  singular.    In   the  days  when   the   frater^ 
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nity  were  abused  without  mercy  and  persecuted  to  the  utmost, 
he  saw  an  advertisement  in  a  paper  of  one  of  the  furious  anti- 
masons,  Avery  Allyn — a  name  now  almost  forgotten — that  on 
a  certain  day,  in  18'29,  he  would  deliver  a  lecture,  showing  up 
the  weakness  and  hypocrisy  of  freemasonry,  and  its  dangerous 
tendency.  The  doctor  was  lead  by  curiosity  to  go  and  hear 
him ;  and  the  very  sophisms  thie  arch-enemy  of  the  brother- 
hood used,  and  the  abuse  he  heaped  upon  many  of  them,  who 
were  men  without  fear  and  without  reproach,  made  him  a  con- 
vert on  the  other  side,  and  he  became  a  mason  in  Columbian 
Lodge,  then  under  the  government  of  Joshua  B.  Flint,  M.  D., 
afterwards  G.  M.  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

The  last  honor  he  received  was  an  unanimous  choice  as  Pre- 
sident of  the  New  England  Historic-Genealogical  Society  in 
1861, an  office  he  still  retains;  and  long  may  he  be  spared  to 
preside  over  us.  It  would  be  ungrateful  in  ourselves  and  injus- 
tice to  him  not  to  mention  the  liberal  and  valuable  donation  he 
has  made  to  the  Society — several  hundred  volumes,  and  some 
of  them  very  rare  and  costly.  He  has  also  made  to  the  library 
of  Harvard  University  several  donations  of  ancient  works, 
many  of  them  the  result  of  his  purchase  abroad. 

"Bro.  Winslow  Lewis  was  initiated  in  Columbian  Lodge, 
Nov.  3, 1830 ;  passed  Jan.  6, 1831,  and  raised  Feb.  3,  1831.  He 
is  a  member  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  St.  Paul's  Chapter,  Council  of 
Koya!  and  Select  Masters,  Boston  Encampment,  Grand  Chapter, 
Grand  Encampment,  affiliated  member  of  the  *  Lodge  Clement- 
Amitie,'  at  Paris,  and  honorary  member  of  Pythagoras  Lodge, 
No.  86,  at  New  York.  He  has  been  Senior  Warden  of  St.  John's 
Lodge,  High  Priest  of  St.  Paul's  Chapter,  Commander  of  the 
Boston  Encampment,  Grand  King  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Massachusetts  and 
Khode  Island,  in  1858-59,  and  Grand  Generalissimo  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  a  Trustee  of  the  Grand  Charity  Fund 
and  a  Trustee  of  the  Masonic  Temple.  He  is  also  an  honorary 
member  of  Columbia  and  Germania  Lodges,  and  of  Winslow 
Lewis  Lodge,  of  Boston,  of  De  Molay  and  Winslow  Lewis  Com- 
manderies,  under  this  jurisdiction,  and  of  St.  John's  Command- 
ery,  of  Philadelphia,    In  the  A-  and  A.  Rite  he  ha§  been  loug^a 
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conspicuous,  trusted  and  beloved  member,  being  a  S.  6. 1.  G. 
33^  and  last  degree.  This  enumeration  does  not  evidence  the 
extent  of  his  official  services,  as  he  has  also  held  many  subordi- 
nate stations. 

"  His  unremitting  and  arduous  eflforts  to  advance  the  welfare 
of  the  brotherhood,  have  endeared  him  to  them  in  bonds  which 
cannot  be  sundered;  and  the  elevated  position  which  he  now 
so  ably  fills,  he  justly  merits.  In  speaking  recently  of  his  re- 
gard for  the  masonic  institution,  he  remarked,  that  ''truth  and 
my  feelings  prompt  the  declaration,  that  in  masonry  I  have 
found  the  best  friends,  the  best  social  ties  and  comforts ;  and 
that  the '  whitest '  hours  of  my  life  (apart  from  my  family)  have 
been  when  surrounded  by  'brothers,'  and  around  that  altar, 
where  heart  beats  responsive  to  heart,  and  all  'mingle  into 
bliss.' " 
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WILLIAM  ELLISON. 


The  masonic  career  of  the  subject  of  this  biography  com- 
menced his  entered  apprenticeship  in  Gohimbian  Lodge  of  F. 
and  A.  Masons,  at  Boston,  in  March,  1846.  On  the  21st  of 
May  following,  he  was  raised  to  the  degree  of  a  Master  Mason. 
The  late  Simon  W.  Robinson  occupied  the  chair  of  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  at  the  date  mentioned 
above,  and  Columbian  Lodge  had  for  its  presiding  officer  Wor- 
shipful Bro.  Geo.  Thatcher,  son  of  the  late  Peter  0.  Thatcher, 
an  eminent  jurist,  and,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  occupying  the 
position  of  Judge  of  the  Municipal  Court  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. The  administration  of  Bro.  Thatcher  added  very  much 
to  the  prosperity  and  renown  of  Columbian  Lodge. 

Bro.  Ellison  subsequently  attached  himself  to  Mt  Lebanon 
Lodge,  and  continued  to  be  a  contributing  member  thereof  for 
more  than  twenty  years.  During  his  connection  with  the  lodge, 
he  was  elected  Senior  Warden,  to  fill  an  unexpired  term,  but 
declined  further  proffered  promotion  on  account  of  an  absence 
of  two  years  from  the  State.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
late  civil  war  he  accepted  a  civil  position  in  the  commissariat 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  was  employed  to  make  up  the 
monthly  statements  of  the  3d  Brigade,  1st  Division  of  the  5th 
Army  Corps  for  the  government  at  Washington.  The  3d  Bri- 
gade included  the  83d  Pennsylvania,  the  16th  Michigan,  12th, 
17th  and  44th  New  York,  and  20th  Maine  regiments,  and  in 
those  regiments  there  were  quite  a  number  of  masons,  who, 
upon  ascertaining  that  Brother  E.  had  been  prominently  con- 
nected with  the  institution  for  fifteen  years,  suggested  the  idea 
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of  establishing  a  lodge  for  working  purposes,  while  the  army 
was  in  winter  quarters.  To  accomplish  this  object  Bro.  E. 
Tidited  Washington,  and  obtained  the  kindly  assistance  of  the 
late  Hon.  Benjamin  Brown  French,  Past  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  Past  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

Bro.  French  presented  to  Grand  Master  Page,  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  District,  a  legal  petition  for  a  dispensation  or  a 
warrant  of  constitution,  to  empower  them  to  assemble  as  a  legal 
lodge,  to  discharge  the  duties  of  masonry  in  a  regular  and  con- 
stitutional manner,  according  to  the  original  forms  of  the 
order.  The  prayer  of  the  petitioners  was  granted,  and  the 
"Lodge  of  the  Union"  was  instituted  at  Bappahannock  Sta- 
tion, in  Virginia,  on  the  29th  of  February,  1864. 

The  diflBculty  of  obtaining  secure  quarters  for  the  sessions  of 
the  lodge  was  easily  overcome  by  the  erection  of  a  log  house, 
divided  into  three  compartments,  consisting  of  a  lodge  room, 
preparation  and  tyler's  rooms.  Col.  D.  C.  McCoy,  of  the  83d 
Pennsylvania,  Senior  Warden  of  the  lodge,  made  a  detail  from 
his  regiment  of  thirty  men,  who  were  sent  into  the  woods, 
felled  the  trees,  and  built  the  "  Masonic  Hall."  Lumber  was 
obtained  for  flooring,  and  the  roof  was  of  canvas.  During  the 
meetings  of  the  lodge,  the  masonic  hall,  situated  on  a  hill,  was 
surrounded  by  sentinels,  out  of  ear  shot,  but  who  were  mem- 
bers of  the  fraternity.  Cowans  and  eaves-droppers  would  have 
made  a  short  shrift  if  they  had  attempted  to  venture  within 
the  "  charmed  circle."  Two  expert  mechanics  were  found  to 
build  an  altar  and  other  furnishings  of  a  well  regulated  lodge. 
The  working  tools,  paraphernalia  and  regalia  were  obtained  in 
Boston.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  lodge,  on  February  29th, 
1864,  the  dispensation  was  formally  accepted,  and  an  election 
of  oflPcers  made.  Bro.  Ellison  was  elected  W.  Master,  and  Col. 
McCoy,  Senior  Warden.  During  the  winter,  nineteen  candi- 
dates were  raised,  and  at  each  meeting  masonic  brethren  from 
miles  distant  were  in  attendance  at  the  sessions,  and  filled  the 
hall  to  overflowing..  The  utmost  decorum  prevailed,  and  the 
social  gathering  of  the  craft  served  to  relieve  many  weary 
hours. 
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Id  chapter  masonry,  the  sabject  of  this  sketch  was  advanced 
to  the  mark  degree  in  St.  Paul's  R.  A.  Chapter,  in  February, 
1851,  and  was  admitted  a  member  on  the  21st  of  October  fol- 
lowing. Under  the  administration  of  Bro.  Charles  Bates,  he  was 
appointed  principal  Sojourner,  and,  in  1852,  was  elected  Scribe. 
In  1853,  Bro.  Ellison  received  a  unanimous  vote  for  King.  A 
protracted  absence  from  the  State  caused  him  to  withdraw 
from  further  official  positions  at  that  time.  But  on  his  return, 
in  1862,  he  was  again  elected  Kinof,  but  resigned  in  1863,  upon 
accepting  an  appointment  in  the  commissary^department  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  Bro.  E.  is  still  an  active  member  of  St. 
Paul's  R.  A.  Chapter. 

The  Orders  of  Knighthood  were  conferred  upon  him  by  Bos- 
ton Encampment  of  Knights  Templars,  in  the  spring  of  1851, 
and  on  the  15th  of  October,  following,  he  was  admitted  to 
membership,  and  on  the  same  evening  was  elected  Junior  War- 
den, and  held  the  office  during  six  years  of  Sir  Daniel  Har- 
wood's  administration.  In  1857,  Bro.  Ellison  was  elected  Emi- 
nent Commander,  and  held  the  office  four  years,  making  ten 
consecutive  years  official  service  in  BoSton  Commandery.  Upon 
his  retirement  from  office,  an  elegant  silver  box,  lined  with  gold, 
and  filled  with  gold  coin,  was  presented  him,  with  the  follow- 
ing inscription  upon  its  cover:  "  This,  with  its  golden  contents, 
from  the  Boston  Encamj)ment  of  Knights  Templars  to  Sir 
William  Ellison,  for  his  brilliant  services  as  Commander,  1862." 
In  1860-61,  Bro.  E.  was  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  and,  in  1862, 
was  elected  Grand  Master  of  that  body.  The  styles  and  titles 
have  since  changed.  It  is  now  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  and  the  title  of  the  presiding 
officer  is  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander.  For  the  past  six 
years  Boston  Commandery  has  adopted  the  plan  of  presenting 
its  Past  Commanders  with  a  Past  Commander's  Jewel.  Among 
the  old  Past  Commanders,  whose  continued  labors  in  their 
asylum  have  been  thus  recognized,  were  Sir  Abraham  A. 
Dame  and  Sir  William  Ellison.  On  the  15th  of  October  last 
(1873)  Boston  Commandery  presented  to  Past  Commander 
Ellison  an  elegant  and  costly  Past  Commander's  Jewel,  stud- 
died  with  diamonds  and  rubies,  and  bearing  on  it^  reveres  side 
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the  following  inscription :  '*  Presented  by  Boston  Commandery 
of  Knights  Templars  to  P.  E.  Commander  Sir  William  Ellison, 
in  token  of  their  recognition  of  his  estimable  services,  and  nn- 
faltering  love  of  the  Orders  of  Knighthood,  Oct.  15,  1873." 
On  the  same  evening  Sir  Knight  E.  was  elected  Eecorder  of 
Boston  Commandery,  and  fills  that  responsible  and  ardnons 
ofiice  at  the  present  time. 

In  the  A.  and  A.  Bite,  Bro.  Ellison  was  among  those  who  as- 
sisted in  establishing  La  Fayette  Grand  Lodge  of  Perfection, 
Giles  F.  Yates  Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  Gourgas  Chap- 
ter of  Rose  Croix,  and  De  Witt  Clinton  Consistory,  all  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Council  for  the  Northern  Ma- 
sonic Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  By  Letters  Patent 
from  the  Supreme  Council,  he  was  appointed  on  the  21st  of 
November,  1862,  a  Deputy  Inspector  General  of  the  33d  and 
last  degree  of  the  A.  and  A.  Rite  and  Representative  for  the 

State  of  Massachusetts. 

Such  is  the  masonic  record  of  one  who  has  faithfully  endea- 
vored to  add  his  mite  to  the  colossal  structure  that  the  world 
gazes  at  with  admiratiouPand  pride. 

Bro.  E.  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  22d  of  September, 
1811,  and,  in  his  sixty-third  year,  is  still  among  the  most  active 
laborers  in  the  vineyard  of  Freemasonry.  It  is  to  those  early, 
constant  and  faithful  workers  among  the  craft,  that  the  Scrip- 
tural benediction  may  be  justly  applied,  "  Well  done,  good  and 
faithful  servant'' 
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SIR  WILLIAM  W.  BAKER. 


By  C.  W,  M. 


The  purpose  of  the  present  paper  is  not  that  of  a  eulogy. 
The  time  has  not  yet  arrived,  and  we  hope  is  far  distant,  when, 
in  the  present  case,  such  a  paper  shall  be  called  for.  Our  duty 
will  have  been  fully  performed  when  we  have  laid  before  the 
reader  a  brief  sketch,  however  imperfectly  drawn,  of  the  per- 
sonal histoiy  and  masonic  service  of  the  estimable  brother 
whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  article. 

Bro.  William  W.  Baker  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  Col.  Euel 
Baker,  of  Boston,  who  died  1848,  having  honorably  served  the 
masonic  institution  in  all  its  various  departments,  from  the 
lowest  to  that  of  the  highest,  including  the  Grand  Mastership  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 
Springing  from  such  a  stock,  and  influenced  by  such  an 
example,  it  is  not  remarkable  that  the  son  should  have  traveled 
with  filial  fidelity  the  paths  to  masonic  eminence,  so  clearly 
marked  out  by  the  father. 

Our  brother  was  born  in  Boston,  May  4,  1822,  and  received 
an  academical  education  at  Lexington,  Mass.,  graduating  with 
honor.  He  soon  after  returned  to  Boston,  and  engaged  in 
business  as  a  wholesale  druggist,  under  the  firm  of  Baker, 
Barnard  &  Co.,  but  leaving  that  after  an  experience  of  a  few 
years  he  received  an  appointment  in  one  of  our  largest  manu- 
facturing companies — a  position  which  he  still  retains.  Though 
not  particularly  ambitious  for  political  distinction,  he  has  filled 
several  minor  ofiSces  in  the  city  government^  including  three 
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years  seryices  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  In  1855  our 
brother  was  nnited  in  marriage  with  Sarah  Bryant  Dennie,  a 
daughter  of  George  Dennie,  Esq.,  and  grand -daughter  of 
Thomas  Dennie,  Esq.,  who  was,  in  1798,  Grand  Treasurer  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts.  He  was  initiated  into  freema- 
sonry by  Columbian  Lodge,  Boston,  January  6,  1845,  and  the 
following  year  was  appointed  its  Senior  Deacon.  Having  served 
in  1848  and  '49  as  its  Senior  Warden,  he  was,  in  1850,  elected 
to  the  responsible  place  of  its  Worshipful  Master,  which  office 
he  held  for  two  years. 

In  1846  he  was  received  into  Royal  Arch  Masonry  by  St 
Andrew's  Chapter,  of  this  city,  and,  after  filling  some  of  its 
lower  offices,  was  elected  its  High  Priest  in  1850,  and  served 
two  years. 

He  received  the  orders  of  Knighthood  in  the  Boston  En- 
campment, in  1846,  and  served  as  its  Generalissimo  in  1853, '54, 
'66.  In  1858  he  was  appointed  to  a  minor  office  in  the  Grand 
Lodge;  in  1860  was  promoted  to  that  of  Grand  Marshal,  and 
in  1862  he  served  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the 
Twelfth  District ;  and  in  1863  was  elected  Senior  Grand  War- 
den. In  1856,  he  united  with  other  brethren  in  the  erection  of 
Severe  Lodge,  of  which  he  was  the  first  Master,  and,  since  1859, 
has  been  its  Secretary.  In  the  last  named  year  he  was  elected 
King  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State,  and  in  1867 
was  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Massachus- 
setts  and  Rhode  Island,  which  office  he  held  for  three  years. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  St.  Bernard  Encampment  of 
Knights  Templars,  of  this  city,  and  its  Commander  in  the 
years  1859,  '60  '61.  He  took  his  first  degree  in  the  Scottish 
Rite,  in  the  Boston  Grand  Lodge  of  Perfection,  in  1847,  and 
served  as  its  Grand  Master,  in  1851.  Having  passed  through 
the  various  grades  in  this  Rite,  he  was  elected  S.  G.  I.  G.  of 
the  Supreme  Council  33^,  in  1865. 

The  above  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  various  responsible  po- 
sitions our  brother  has  filled  since  his  first  initiation  into  ma- 
sonry. That  he  has  been  sO  frequently  called  to  fill  these  posts 
of  honor  and  labor,  is  the  evidence  of  his  eminent  capabilities, 
and  of  the  promptness  and  fidelity  with  which  he  has  met  and 
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discharged  all  his  masoDic  engagements  and  duties.  Perhaps 
the  position  which  afforded  him  the  widest  scope  and  the  most 
fuYorable  opportunities  for  the  exercise  of  his  peculiar  qualifi- 
cations and  readiness  as  a  presiding  officer,  was  that  of  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island.  His  annual  and  other  addresses  before  this  body  are 
marked,  in  a  high  degree,  by  the  good  sense  and  discrimination 
which  have  distinguished  all  his  labors  in  other  departments  of 
the  order,  in  which  he  has  never  failed  to  command  the  respect 
and  confidence-  necessary  to  success.  As  a  working  officer  in 
the  various  bodies  in  which  he  has  been  so  honored,  he  has 
been  eminently  successful  in  securing  and  maintaining  an  en- 
viable rank. 

We  are  happy  to  add,  in  conclusion,  that  our  brother's  zeal 
and  activity  in  the  cause  to  which  he  has  devoted  fo  many  years 
of  usefulness,  still  remain  unabated,  and  ready  at  all  times  and 
on  all  occasions,  when  necessity  shall  require,  to  be  called  into 
renewed  activity. 
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COMMA.NDERIES  UNDER  THE  JURISDICTION  OF  THE 
GRA.ND  COMMANDERY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  AND 

RHODE  ISLAND,   1872-73. 


1.  Saint  John Providence,  R.  I. 

2.  Boston Boston,  Mass. 

3.  Newburyport Newburyport,  Mass. 

4.  Washington Newport,  R.  I. 

5.  Worcester  County Worcestei,  Mass. 

6.  Sprtngfiei.d Springfield,  Mass. 

7.  De  Molay Boston,  Mass. 

8.  Holy  Sepulchre Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

9.  Pilgrim Lowell,  Mass. 

10.  Palestfne Chelsea,  Mass. 

1 1.  MiLFORD .Milford,  Mass. 

12.  Saint  Bernard Boston,  Mass. 

13.  Calvary Providence,  R  I. 

14.  Haverhill Haverhill,  Mass. 

15.  Old  Colony Abington,  Mass. 

16.  Sutton New  Bedford,  Mass. 

17.  Bethany Lawrence,  Mass. 

18.  WiNSLOw  Lewis Salem,  Mass. 

19.  Jerusalem Fitchburg,  Mass. 

20.  Hugh  de  Payens Melrose,  Mass. 

21.  Saint  Omer South  Boston,  Mass. 

22.  Berkshire Pittsfield,  Mass. 

23.  WooNsocKET Woonsocket,  R  I. 

24.  Connecticut  Valley Greenfield,  Mass. 

25.  Godfrey  de  Bouillon Fall  River,  Mass. 

26.  Joseph  Warren Boston  Highlands,  Mass. 

27.  Narragaksett Westerly,  R.  I. 

28.  William  Parkman East  Boston,  Mass. 

29.  Northampton Northampton,  Mass. 

30.  South  Shore Weymouth,  Mass. 

31.  Bristol Mansfield,  Mass. 

32.  Trinity Hudson,  Mass. 

33.  N.\TiCK Natick,  Mass. 

34.  Cceur  de  Lion Charlcstown,  Mass. 

35.  Gethsemane Newton ville,  Mass. 


*^G 


Olivet Lynn,  Mass. 

37.  Athol,  (u.  d) Athol,  Mass. 

38.  Bay  State,  (u.  d.) North  Bridgewater,  Mass- 

39.  Cyprus,  (u.  d) Hyde  park,  Mass. 

5J5 
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Of{G(-SKl^^¥lOK 


OF  THE 


irand  l^ommandcrg  of  HaBsacliu^dis  and  mdt  Manl 


October  31,  1873. 


Sin  CHARLES  A.  STOTT,  Lowell,  Moss. 
M.  R.  Qrand  Commander. 

Sir  HEKRY  W.  RUGG.  Providence,  R.  L 
V.  E.  Deputy  Qrand  Commander. 

Sir  WYZEMAN  MARSHALL,  Boston,  Mass. 
E.  Qrand  QeneraliRsimo. 

Sir  JOHN  DEAN,  Worcester,  Mass. 
E.  Grand  Captain  General 

Sir  Rev.  GEORGE  8.  NOYES,  Boston,  Mass. 

E.  Qrand  Prelate. 

Sir  NELSON  W.  ALDRICH,  Providknck,  R.  L 
E.  Qrand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  GEORGE  E.  STACY,  Milford,  Mass. 
^.  Grand  Junior  Warden, 
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Sir  WILLIAM  PAREMAN,  Booton,  Mass. 
E,  Grand  Treasurer. 

Sib  ALFRED  F.  CHAPMAN,  Boston,  Mass. 
K  Qrand  Recorder, 

Sir  HOCUM  HOSFORD,  Lowell,  Mass. 
E.  Qrand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  DANIEL  E.  CHASE,  Sombrville,  Mass. 
E.  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  WILLIAM  H.  KENT,  Charlestowk,  Mass. 

E.  Grand  Warder. 
Sir  GEORGE  H.  BURNHAM,  Providence,  R.  I. 
E.  Grand  Captain  of  Guards, 

Sir  EDWARD  L.  FREEMAN,  Pawtucket.  R.  I. 

Sir  E.  DANA  BANCROFT,  Ayer,  Mass. 

Sir  CHARLES  M.  AVERY,  Chelsea,  Mass. 

Grand  Lecturers. 

Sir  EBEN  F.  GAY,  Boston,  Mass. 
Grand  Sentinel. 
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PAST  GBAND  MASTERS  AND  COMMANDERS 

OP  THE 
GRAND  COMMANDERT  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  AND  RHODE  ISLAND. 


MAaES. 


RB9IDBNCB. 


* 
« 


* 
* 
* 


MEMBER  OF 

WHEN 
IN  OFFICE. 


s 
s 


TEARS. 

r  Thomas  Smith  Webb,  Providence,  R.  I St.  John's,  1805-17 

r  William  Wilkinson,  Providence,  R  I St.  Jolin*s,  1818-19 

*  Sir  Henrt  Fowle,  Boston,  Mass Boston,  1820-25 

r  John  Carlile,  Providence,  R.  I St.  John's,  1826-38 

r  John  James  Lorino,  Boston,  Mass Boston,  1829-31 

r  Robert  Lash,  Boston,  Mjiss Boston,  1832 

r  Edward  Asa  Raymond,  Boston,  Mass Boston,  1833-34 

r  Abraham  Annis  Da.me,  Boston,  Mass Boston,  1835-36 

r  John  Hews,  Cainbridgeport,  Mass Boston,  1827-38 

r  Charles  Whitlock  Moore,  Boston,  Mass Boston,  1839-41 

r  John  Flint,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass Boston,  1842-44 

r  John  Barrett  Hammatt,  Boston,  Mass Boston,  1845-46 

Sir  RuEL  Baker,  Boston,  Mass Boston,  1847 

r  John  Rufus  Bradford,  Boston,  Mass Boston,  1848-50 

r  James  Hutchison,  Providence,  R.  I St.  John's,  1851-53 

r  Simon  Wiogin  Robinson,  Lexington,  Mass De  Molay,  1854-55 

r  Daniel  Harwood,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass Boston,  1856-57 

r  WiNSLOw  Lewis,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass Boston,  1858-59 

r  William  Field,  Providence,  R.  I Holy  Sepulchre,  1860-61 

r  William  Ellison,  Boston,  Mass Boston,  1862 

r  William  Sewall  Gardner,  Newton,  Mass Pilgrim,  1863-64 

r  Rev.  Charles  Henry  Titus,  Boston,  Mass St.  John,  1865-66 

r  William  Wilson  Baker,  Boston,  Mass St.  Bernard,  1867-68 

r  Benjamin  Dean,  Boston,  Mass St.  Omer,  1869-70 

r  Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  Providence,  R.  I Calvary,  1871-73 

Deceased,  13  ;  living,  12. 
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*  Deceased.       t  Died  while  in  office  as  Grand  Master. 

Note.— Until  and  including  1868,  the  nomenclature  was  M.  E.  GRAND 
MASTER  and  GRAND  ENCAMPMENT. 
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PAST  DEPUTY  GRAND  MASTERS 

OF  THE 
GRAND  COMMANDERT  OF  MASSAGHU8ETTS  AND  RHODE  ISLAND. 


»  Sir  Henry  Fowle,  Boston,  Mass 1818-19 

*  8ir  John  Carlile,  Providence.  R  1 1820-24 

*  Sir  Peter  Grinnell,  Providence,  R  1 1825-28 

*  Sir  JosiAH  Whitaker,  Providence.  R  I 182&-30 

*  Sir  Robert  Lahh,  Boston,  Mass 1881 

*  Sir  Thomas  Power,  Framingham,  Mass 1832 

Sir  Abraham  Annis  Dame,  Boston,  Mass 1833-34 

*  Sir  John  Hews,  Cambridgeport,  Mass 1835-36 

Sir  Charles  Whitlock  Moore,  Boston,  Mass 1837-38 

Sir  John  Flint,  M.  D  .  Boston,  Mass 1839-41 

*  Sir  John  Barrett  Hammatt,  Boston,  Mass 1842-44 

*  Sir  RuEL  Baker,  Boston,  Mass 1845-46 

*  Sir  John  Rufus  Bradford,  Boston,  Mass 1847 

Sir  James  Hutchison,  Providence,  R.  1 1848-50 

*  Sir  Simon  Wigoin  Robinson,  Lexington,  Mass 1851-53 

Sir  Daniel  Harwood,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass 1854-55 

Sir  John  McClellan,  Boston,  Mass 1866-57 

»  Sir  William  Field,  Providence,  R  1 1858-59 

Sir  William  Ellison,  Boston,  Mass 1860-61 

i  Sir  Edwin  Curtis  Bailey,  Boston,  Mass 1862 

Sir  Rev.  Charles  Henry  Titus,  Bo&ton,  Mass 1863-64 

Sir  William  Wilson  Baker,  Boston   Mass 1865-66 


PAST  deputy  grand  COMMANDERS. 

Sir  Benjamin  Dean,  Boston,  Mass.,  1867-68. 

Sir  William  Steele  Shurtleff,  Springfield,  Mass..  1869-70. 

Sir  Charles  A.  Stott,  Lowell,  Mass. ,  1871-73. 

*  Deceased,  12  ;  living,  12. 
X  Expelled. 
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PAST  GRAND  GENERALISSIMOS 

OF  THE 
GRAND  COMMANDERT  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  AND  RTIODE  ISLAND. 


»  8i 
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Henut  Powle,  Boston,  Mass. 1805-17 

JoiiN  Garltle,  Providence,  R.  1 1818-19 

Peter  Grinnell,  Providence,  R  I 1820-24 

John  James  Loring,  Boston,  Mass 1825-28 

Robert  Lash,  Boston,  Mass 1829-30 

Jacob  Aicee,  Boston,  Mass 1831 

Edward  Aba  Raymond,  Boston,  Mass 1832 

John  Hews,  Cambridgeport,  Mass 1833-34 

Gilbert  Nurse,  Boston,  Mas» 1835 

Charles  Whttlock  Moore,  Boston,  Mass 1836 

John  Flint,  M.  D  ,  Boston,  Mass 1837-38 

John  Barrett  Hammatt,  Boston,  Mass 1839-41 

RuEL  Baker,  Boston,  Mass 1942-44 

James  Salsbury,  Providence,  R.  1 1845 

James  Rdfus  Bradford,  Boston,  Mass 1846 

James  Hutchison,  Providence,  R.  1 1847 

Simon  Wiggin  Robinson,  Lexington,  Mass 1848-50 

Daniel  Harwood,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass 1851-53 

John  McClellan,  Boston,  Mnbs 1854-^5 

Cyrus  Fisher,  Providence,  R.  1 1856 

Samuel  Lewis,  Providence,  R.  1 1867 

Charles  Robbins,  Boston,  Mass 1858-59 

Edwin  Curtis  Bailey,  Boston,  Mass 1860-61 

William  Sewall  Gardner,  Lowell,  Mass 1862 

William  Wilson  Baker,  Boston,  Mass 1863-64 

Thomas  Arthur  Doyle,  Providence,  R.  1 1865 

Sir  Henry  Butler,  Providence,  R.  1 1866 

William  Bullock  Blandino,  Providence,  R.  1 1867-68 

Nicholas  Van  Slyck,  Providence,  R.  1 1869-70 

Horace  Daniels,  Pawtucket,  R.  1 1871-73 

Deceased,  16  ;    living,  13. 
t  Expelled. 
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PAST  GEAND  CAPTAINS-GENERAL 

OF  THE 

GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  AND  RHODE  ISLAND. 


*  Sir  Jonathan  Gage,  Newburj'port,  Mass 1805-14 

*  Sir  John  Carlilb,  Providence,  R.  1 1815-17 

*  Sir  Peter  Grinnell,  Providecce,  R.  I 1818-19 

*  Sir  Henry  Pdrkitt,  Boston,  Mass 1820-22 

*  Sir  John  James  Loring,  Boston,  Mass 1823-24 

»  Sir  JosiAH  Whitaker,  Providence,  R  1 1825-28 

*  Sir  Jacob  Amee,  Boston,  Mass 1829-30 

*  Sir  Thomas  Power,  Framingham,  Mass 1831 

Sir  Abraham  Annis  Dame,  Boston,  Mass 1832 

*  Sir  Joseph  Young,  Jr.,  Newburyport,  Mass 1833 

Sir  Gilbert  Nurse,  Boston,  Mass 1834 

Sir  Charles  Whitlock  Moore,  Boston,  Mass 1835 

Sir  John  Flint,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass 1836 

*  Sir  John  Barrett  Hammatt,  Boston,  Mass 1837-38 

*  Sir  William  Field,  Providence,  R.  1 1839-41 

*  Sir  Barney  Merry,  Pawtucket,  R.  1 1842-43 

*  Sir  James  Salsbury,  Providence,  R.  1 1844 

*  Sir  Samuel  Fessenden,  Portland,  Me 1845 

Sir  Jambs  Hutchison,  Providence,  R.  1 1846 

*  Sir  Simon  Wiooin  Robinson,  Lexington,  Mass 1847 

Sir  WiNSLOw  Lewis,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass 1848-49 

*  Sir  Moses  Richardson,  Providence,  R.  1 1850 

*  Sir  Asa  Woodbury,  Wilkinsonville,  Mass 1851-53 

*  Sir  Cyrus  Fisher,  Providence,  R.  1 1854-55 

*  Sir  James  Warham  Crooks,  Springfield,  Mass 1856 

*  Sir  John  Blake  Reed,  Pawtucket,  R.  1 1857 

Sir  George  Francis  Wilson,  Providence,  R.  1 1858-59 

Sir  William  Srwall  Gardner,  Lowell,  Mass 1860-01 

Rev.  Sir  Charles  Henry  Titus,  Taunton,  Miss 1862 

Sir  Thomas  Arthur  Doyle,  Providence,  R.  1 1863-64 

Sir  Benjamin  Dean,  Boston,  Mass 1865-66 

Sir  William  Steele  Shurtlefp,  Springfield,  Mass 1867-68 

Sir  Charles  Adams  Stott,  Lowell,  Mass 1869-70 

Sir  Henry  Chickering,  Pittsfield,  Mass 1871-73 

Peceased,  20 ;   living,  14. 
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SAINT  JOHN'S  COMMANDERY,  PROVIDENCE,  R,  I. 

Charter,  October  7,  1805. 

Annual  Meeting,  First  Monday  in  December. 


OFFICERS. 

E.  Sir  Albert  H.  Cushman Commander. 

Sir  Robert  £.  Dwellt Generalissimo. 

Sir  William  Jackson.  . , Captain  General. 

E.  Sir  T.  A.  Doyle Prelate. 

Sir  John  G.  Tillinguast Senior  Warden. 

Sir  George  H.  Burnham Junior  Warden. 

Sir  A.  W.  FiSK Treasurer. 

Sir  Walter  Blodgett Recorder. 

Sir  William  E.  Husband Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  J.  W.  Gross  (deceased) Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  Edwin  A.  Smith Warder. 

Sir  Andrew  H.  Covill \ 

Sir  Alfred  G.  Pierce >■  Capl's  of  tlie  Guard. 

Sir  John  W.  Pettis ) 

Sir  Richard  Chadwick Armorer. 

Sir  Wm.  R.  Greene Musical  Director. 

Sir  Richard  Chadwick Sentinel. 

Present  number  of  members,  348. 


PAST  commanders. 

*  Sir  Thomas  Smith  Webb,  Providence,  1802-13. 

*  Sir  John  Carlile,  Providence,  1814-10,  1820-21. 

*  Sir  Samuel  Jackson,  Providence,  1817-19.  1822-24, 1839-41, 1847-49. 

*  Sir  Asa  Bosworth,  Providence,  1825-27, 1844. 

*  Sir  Jesse  Clark.  Providence,  1828-29. 

*  Sir  JosiAH  Whitaker,  Providence,  1830. 

*  Sir  William  C.  Barker,  Providence,  1831,  1850,  1857-58. 

*  Sir  Moses  Richardson,  Providence,  1832. 

*  Sir  James  Salsbury,  Providence,  1833-37,  1854r-56. 

*  Sir  Pardon  Clarke,  Providence,  1838. 

*  Sir  Barney  Merry,  Providence,  1842-43. 

*  t  Sir  William  Field,  Providence,  1845-46. 

*  Sir  Cyrus  Fisher,  Providence,  1851-53. 
Sir  Oliver  Johnson,  Providence,  1859. 

Rev.  Sir  Charles  H.  Titus,  Boston,  Mass.,  1860-62. 
Sir  John  Shepley,  Providence,  1863. 
Rev.  Sir  Daniel  Rounds,  Jr.,  Norfolk,  Mass.,  1864. 
Sir  Stillman  White,  Providence,  1865. 
t  Sir  Samuel  S.  G in nodo,  North  Attleboro,  Mass.,  1866. 
Sir  A.  Crawford  Greene,  Providence,  1867-69. 
Sir  Spencer  P.  Read,  Providence,  1870. 
Sir  James  H.  Allen,  Providence,  1871. 
Sir  Rev.  Henry  W.  Rugo,  1872. 

Deceased,  13 ;  living,  10. 

*  Deceased. 

t  I^ot  Members  of  the  SDcampment< 
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BOSTON  COMMANDERY,  BOSTON,  MASS. 
Charter,  March  3, 1806. 


Annual  Election,  Third  Wednesday  of  October. 


O  FFICERS. 

Sir  Henry  Endicott Commander. 

Sir  Samuel  C.  Lawrence Generalissimo. 

Sir  Samuel  Mason,  Jr Captain  General. 

Sii  Abraham  A.  Dame Prelate. 

Sir  Zephaniah  H.  Thomap,  Jr Senior  Warden. 

Sir  James  H.  Upham Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Edward  A.  White Treasurer. 

Sir  George  S.  Eastman Recorder. 

Sir  J.  Francis  Lotts Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  John  L.  Stephenson Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  Joseph  N.  Peirce,  Jr Warder. 

Sir  Edward  J.  Long ) 

Sir  William  F.  Peirce [•  Capt's  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  Edward  T.  Nichols ) 

Sir  Alex.  K.  Brter Armorer. 

Sir  John  B.  Rhodes Musical  Director. 

Sir  John  B.  Rhodes Organist. 

Sir  Frederick  A.  Pierce Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Third  Wednesday  of  each  month ;   number  of 
members,  558. 


* 
* 

* 
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past  commanders. 

Henry  Fowle,  Boston,  1805-23. 

Robert  Lash,  Chelsea,  1824. 

John  J.  Loring,  Boston,  1825-26. 

Abraham  A.  Dame,  Boston,  1827-29. 

Edward  A.  Raymond,  Brookline,  1830-31. 

Thomas  Power,  Framingham,  1832. 

John  Hews,  Cambridgepori,  1833-34. 

Gilbert  Nurse,  Boston,  1835. 

John  Flint,  M.  D.,  Boston,  1836-37. 

Charles  W.  Moore,  Boston,  1838. 

Daniel  Harwood,  M.  D.,  Boston,  183»-49, 1850-57. 

RuEL  Baker,  Boston,  1841. 

John  B.  IL\mmatt,  Boston,  1842-43. 

WiNSLow  Lewis,  M.  D.,  Boston,  1844r-45. 

John  R.  Bradford,  Boston,  1846-47. 

Samuel  Pearce,  Boston,  1848-49. 

William  Ellison,  1858-60. 

John  K.  Hall,  Somerville,  1861-63. 

Wyzeman  Marshall,  Boston,  1864-05. 

Charles  C.  Dame,  Newburyport,  1866. 

Charles  Edward  Powers,  Boston,  1867-69. 

William  Say  ward,  Boston,  1870-71. 

Henry  Endicott,  Cambridgeport,  1872-73. 

Deceased,  10  ;  living,  13. 


26 


t  ^ot  a  member. 
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NEWBURYPORT  COMMANDERY,  NEWBURYPORT.  MASS. 

Charter,  May  12,  1806. 


Annual  Election,  Friday  succeeding  full  moon  in  September. 


OFFICERS. 

Sir  John  N.  Pike Commander. 

Sir  Moses  H.  Fowler Oeneraliasimo. 

Sir  Warren  Currier Captain-Oeneral. 

Sir  Jabiies  W.  Cheney Prelate. 

Sir  William  P.  Sanders Senior  Warden. 

Sir  CHARiiES  N.  Ballou Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Gyles  P.  Stone Treasurer. 

Sir  Georqe  H.  Stevens^ Recorder. 

Sir  Edward  F.  Tibbetts Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  George  H.  Merrill Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  John  C.  Kimball Warder. 

Sir  William  H.  Bayley \ 

Sir  James  M.  Woods I  Capt's  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  R.  M.  Boody ) 

Sir  Samuel  M.  Noyes Annorer. 

Sir  James  W.  Cheney Musical  Director. 

Sir  Jambs  W.  Cheney Org-inist. 

Sir  Samuel  M.  Koyes.  .   Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Friday  succeeding  full  moon ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 59. 


past  commanders. 

*  Sir  Nathaniel  Knapp,  Newbury  port,  Mass.,  1795-1823. 
♦fSir  Richard  S.  Spofford,  M.  D.,  Newburyport,  Mass.,  1824-40, 1855-62. 
Sir  John  N.  Pike,  Newbuiyport,  Mass.,  1806, 

Deceased,  2;    living,  1. 


Tliis  Encampment  was  inslituted  ic  1795  ;  and  in  May,  1808,  it  received 
a  '*  Charter  of  Recognition.*'  Tlie  Charter  was  surrendered  to  the  Grand 
Encampment,  October,  i2,  1840,  restored  October  10,  1855,  and  again 
surrendered  in  October,  1862,  and  again  restored  May,  1866. 
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WASHINGTON  COMMANDERY,  NEWPORT,  R.  I. 

Charter,  June  7, 1814. 


Annual  Election,  Third  Wednesday  of  "September. 
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OPPICKR8. 

r  H.  J.  Hudson Commander. 

r  David  Stevens Generalissimo. 

r  Henry  Bull,  .Tr Captain-General. 

r  William  Gnj»iN Prelate. 

r  W.  G.  Stevens Senior  Warden. 

r  R.  8.  Franklin Junior  Warden. 

r  John  D   Richardson Treasurer. 

r  Stephen  Gould Recorder. 

r  William  Carry \ Sword  Bearer. 

r 


Isaac  Gill Standard  Bearer. 

r  J.  8.  CoGOESHALL Warder. 

r  D.  M.  COGGRSHALL,  Jr J 

r  William  W.  Maruel [■  Capfs  of  the  Guard. 

r  J.  H.  Harrison ) 

r  George  W.  Tew Sentinel. 

Re^ilar  Assemblies,  Third  Wednesday  of  every  month ;    number  of 
members,  — . 


PAST  commanders. 

*  Sir  John  A.  Shaw,  Newport,  1812-25. 

*  Sir  Isaac  Stall,  Newport,  1826-28. 

t  Sir  Eensey  J.  Stewart,  Newport,  1853. 
Sir  Nathan  H.  Gould,  Newport,  1854-58. 
Sir  John  Eldred,  Newport.  1869-71. 

Deceased,  2  ;  living,  3. 


Tins  Encampment  was  first  chartered  by  the  Grand  Consistory  of  New 
York,  in  December,  1812.  On  the  7th  of  June,  1814,  it  received  a  Char- 
ter from  Thomas  Smith  Webb,  G.  G.  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
of  Knights  Templars  of  the  United  States,  under  which  it  continued  to 
work  until  June,  1828,  when  it  ceased  to  exist.  On  the  12th  of  October, 
1853,  it  was  re-chartered  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island,  which  Charter  it  now  holds. 
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WORCESTER  COUNTY  COMMANDERY,  WORCESTER,  MASS. 

Charter,  June  16,  1825. 


Annual  Election,  First  Thursday  of  October. 


OFPICER8. 

Sir  Rev.  Thos.  E.  St.  John Commander. 

Sir  Henry  Clark  Willson Generalissimo. 

Sir  George  F.  Wood Captain-General. 

Sir  Alex.  Y.  Thompson Prelate. 

Sir  Robert  II.  Chamberlin Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Henry  C.  Wardsworth Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Wm.  L.  Clark Treasurer. 

Sir  R.  James  Tatman  Recorder. 

Sir  James  J.  Russ Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  George  W.  Reeves Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  Justin  E.  Wood Warder. 

Sir  Henry  C.  Pyne ) 

Sir  Thomas  Talbot >  Capt's  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  Geo.  B.  Buckingham J 

Sir  Lewis  S.  Carpenter Armorer. 

Sir  Henry  B.  Keith Musical  Director. 

Sir  Lewis  S.  Carpenter Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  First  Tbursda}'  of  eacb  month ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 184. 


past  commanders. 

t  Sir  James  Eastabrook,  Worcester,  1825-27, 1833-33, 1842-44,1849-54, 

•f  Sir  George  Eastabrook,  1828-30. 

t  Sir  Albert  Case,  Boston,  1845-48. 

t  Sir  Le\t  Raw  BON,  Farnumsville,  Mass.,  1850-53.      ' 

*  Sir  Asa  Woodbury,  Wilkinsonville,  Mass.,  1855. 

*  Sir  Henry  Earl,  Worcester,  1856-57. 

*  Sir  Seth  p.  Miller,  Worcester,  1858-63, 1866. 

t  Sir  George  W.  Beni^ly,  New  London,  Conn.,  1864-65. 
Sir  Henry  Goddard,  Worcester,  1866-67. 
Sir  John  Dean,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Deceased,  3 ;  living,  7. 


This  Encampment  was  originally  established  at  Holden,  Mass.,  removed 
to  Worcester,  June  17, 1829 ;  re-established  at  Sutton,  Mass.,  October  20, 
1842 ;  again  removed  to  Worcester,  December  12, 1845,  where  it  has  since 
remained. 


SPniNGFIELD  COMMANDERY,  SPRINGPIELD,  MASS. 
CiiARTEB,  June  19, 1830. 

AnnuHl  Election,  First  Monday  nf  November, 


Sir  George  W.  Bat Commander. 

Sir  FeTBR  S,  Bailbv OencrHlissltno. 

Sir  Henkv  S.  Lkb Captain 'Generni. 

Sir  DANrRr.  Rbvnouib Prelate. 

Sir  AiiBERT  M.  Dat Senior  Wanten. 

Sir  Jameh  M.  Poutkh Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Edwakd  P.  Chapin Treasurer. 

Sir  Smith  R  PniLLira Recorder. 

Sir  Geohub  M.  Smith Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  JoEi,  E.  Coolidob 8i an dard- Bearer. 

Sir  JoHRpn  S.  Nobi.b Warder. 

Sir  John  R.  Seai.y i 

Sir  Aaron  Plaqo f-Capl'ns  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  Otiiei.lo  K.  Merrili I 

Sir  Charles  Tayix»b Armorer. 

Sir  John  G.  Wilson ; Musical  Director. 

Sir  Oborob  D.  Rollinb SenliDet. 

Regular  Aescmblies,  First  Monday  ot  eacli  month  ;  number  of  Mem- 
bers, 2oB. 


PAST  €0UM ANDERS. 

r  Henry  Dwioht,  Springfield,  Mass.,  1820  to  April  4,  1828,  and 

Noveinbei  1. 

r  John  Nki  t,  1828,  In  November  7, 1828. 

r  James  W.  -52,  18154-55,  I8B7-fi9. 
r  John  B.  1 
r  OCRAN  Di 

r  Wij,i,TAM  .  1800-81. 

r  Alrbrt  h  S02. 

ir  Isaac  D.  -84. 
r  Daniel  R 
r  Albert  E 

r  Samuel  B  67-70. 

Deceased,  5;  living,  0. 
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DE  MOLAY  COMMANDERY,  B08T0N,  MASS. 
Charter,  October  10, 1848. 


Annual  Election,  Fourth  Wednesday  of  September. 


OFFICERS. 


r  John  M.  Clark, 

r  William  8.  Anderson.. 
r  Charles  B.  Lancaster. 
r  Rev.  Alonzo  H.  Quint. 

r 
r 


John  Mack.  .  .^.   

John  H.  Chester 

Joseph  M.  Russell 

Frederick  A.  Pierce 

Wn.LiAM  Henry  Nichols. 

Joseph  B.  Mason 

John  P.  Soule 

William  R.  Cooke 

Charles  A.  Cox 

George  F.  Wright 

Eben  F.  Gay 

Edward  Prescott 

Howard  M.  Dow 

Eben  F.  Gay 


\ 


.Commander. 

.Generalissimo. 

.Captii  in-General. 

.Prelate. 

Senior  Warden. 

Junior  Warden. 

Treasurer. 

Recorder. 

,  Sword-Bearer. 

Standard-Bearer. 

.Warder. 

Capt*ns  of  the  Guard. 

.  Armorer. 
.Musical  Director. 
.Organist. 
Sentinel. 


Regular  Assemblies,  Fourth  Wednesday  of  each  montii ;  number  of 
members,  308. 


t 


PAST  COMMANDERS. 

Sir  Edward  A.  Raymond,  Brookline,  Mass.,  1850-51. 

Sir  Charles  W.  Moore,  Boston,  Mass.,  1852. 

Sir  Thomas  R.  Lambert,  D.  D.,  Charlestown,  Mass.,  1853-55. 

Sir  Clement  A.  Walker,  M.  D.,  Boston,  1856-58. 

Sir  William  Parkman,  Boston,  1859-60. 

Sir  Edwin  C.  Bailey,  Boston,  1801-63. 

Sir  William  F.  Davis,  Boston,  1864-65. 

Sir  John  W.  Dadmun,  1866-67. 

Sir  8.  J.  M.  Homer,  1868-69. 

Sir  Marlborough  Williams. 

Deceased,  2;  living,  7. 


t  Expelled. 
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HOLY  SEPULCHRE  COMMA.NDERY,  PAWTUCKET,  R.  L 

Charter,  September  26, 1849. 


Annual  Election,  First  Tuesday  of  October. 
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OFFIGEH8  . 

r  J.  SewKLL  Read Commander. 

r  Charles  A.  Fales .' Generalissimo. 

r  Edwin  Clapp Captain-General. 

r  Henry  A.  Pierce Prelate. 

r  Joseph  C.  Fisk Senior  Warden. 

r  George  A.  Sweet Junior  Warden. 

r  Isaac  T.  Jenks Treasurer. 

r  Charles  R.  Bucklin Recorder. 

r  James  M.  Bishop Sword-Bearer. 

r  James  B.  Hornby Standard  Bearer. 

r  Moses  D.  Church \ 

r  Fred.  H.  White [•  Capons  of  the  Guard. 

r  BuRMAH  E.  Pekkins ) 

r  John  F.  Adams Musical  Director. 

r  Jesse  G.  Barber Sentinel. 


Regular  Assemblies,  Friday  on  or  before  each  full  moon  ;  number  of 
members,  199. 
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past  commanders. 

r  William  Field,  Providence,  1849-50. 

r  James  Hutchison,  Providence,  1851. 

r  Alvin  Jenks,  Pawtucket,  1852-53. 

r  Claudius  B.  Farnsworth,  Pawtucket,  1856-59. 

r  Sylvanus  Clapp,  Pawtucket,  1860-61. 

r  Nathan  P.  Towne,  Pawtucket,  1863. 

r  George  A.  French,  Pawtucket,  1863-64. 

r  Horace  Daniels,  Pawtucket,  1865-67. 

r  Bela  p.  Clapp,  Pawtucket,  1868-69. 

r  Edward  L.  Freeman,  1870-72. 

Deceased,  3;  living,  7. 
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PILGRIM  COMMANDERY,  LOWELL,  MASS. 
Charter,  October  10, 1855. 


Annual  Election,  Wednesday  after  full  moon  in  October. 


O  F  K  I  C  E  R  8  . 

Sir  Charles  E.  A.  Bartlett Commander. 

Sir  Chart.es  C.  Hutchinson , Generalissimo. 

Sir  Stephen  W.  Huse Captain-General. 

Sir  Charles  Morrill Prelate. 

Sir  John  M.  Pevey Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Frederick  Frye Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Jonathan  P.  Folsom Treasurer. 

Sir  Arthur  G.  Pollard Recorder. 

Sir  John  C.  Blood Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  Lorenzo  Phelps Stand ard-Bearer. 

Sir  Atwill  F.  Wright Warder. 

Sir  Alphonso  T.  Dickerman \ 

Sir  MiLO  G.  Hallett [•  Capt^ns  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  Samuel  J.  Gibby ) 

Sir  Edward  B.  Howe Musical  Director. 

Sir  Hiram  N.  H.\ll Sentinel. 

Re^lar  Assemblies,  fourth  Wednesday  of  each  month  ;    number  of 
members,  158. 
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1'ast  commanders. 

r  Samuel  K.  Hutchinson.  Lowell,  1855-58. 

r  Cadwallader  F.  Blanch ard,  Lowell,  1859-60, 

r  Willi.\m  S.  Gardner,  Newton,  Mh*s,  1861-62. 

r  Joseph  Bedlow,  Lowell,  1868. 

r  Wilijam  F.  Salmon,  Lowell,  1864-65. 

r  Samuel  D.  Sargeant,  Binghnmpton,  N.  Y.,  1866. 

r  Charles  A.  Stott,  Lowell,  1867. 

r  HocuM  HosFORD,  Lowell. 

Deceased,  1 ;  living,  7. 
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PALESTINE  COMMANDERY,  CHELSEA,  MASS. 
Chabtebed,  October  38, 1859. 


Annual  Election,  First  Wednesday  of  October. 


OFFICERS. 

Sir  Charles  T.  Gat Commander. 

Sir  William  D.  Seely Generalissimo. 

Sir  John  C.  Hall Captain-General. 

Sir  Rev.  George  W.  Durell Prelate. 

Sir  John  H.  Roberts Senior  Warden. 

Sir  James  Tent T Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Slade  Luther Treasurer. 

Sir  Charles  S.  Beatley Recorder. 

Sir  James  N.  Greenwood Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  Eleazer  H.  Brazer Standard-Bearer. 

Sir  William  Robinson Warder. 

Sir  James  Donaghy \ 

Sir  Philip  G.  Ilsley y  Capt'ns  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  Harlan  P.  Sanborn ) 

Sir  Charles  W.  Marden Armorer. 

Sir  Edward  Stickney Musical  Director. 

Sir  Charles  W.  Marden Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  First  Wednesday  of  each  month ;  number  of 
members,  172. 


PAST  COMMANDERS. 

Sir  Charles  A.  Davis,  M.  D.,  Chelsea,  1850-60-61. 

Sir  Charles  M.  Avery,  Chelsea,  1862-68-64. 

Sir  Tracy  P.  Chbever,  Chelsea,  1865. 

Sir  George  H.  Marden,  Charlestown,  1866. 

Sir  Charles  F.  Haynes,  Chelsea,  1867-68. 

Sir  Daniel  E.  Chase,  Somerville,  1869-70. 

Sir  Charles  T.  Gay,  Chelsea.  1871-72. 

Peceaeed,  1  ;   living,  Q, 
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MILFORD  COMMANDERY,  MILFORD,  MA8S. 
Okarteb,  October  28,  1859. 


Annual  Election,  First  Monday  of  September. 


OFFICERS. 

r  8ULLIVAN  C.  8uMNEH Commander.  • 

r  8AMUEL  A.  Fisher Generalissimo. 

r  Jarvis  White Captain -General. 

r  81LA8  W.  Hale Prelate. 

r  James  M.  Woods Senior  Warden. 

r  Henry  C.  Skinner Junior  Warden. 

r  John  8.  Mayhew Treasurer. 

r  Lewis  Fales Recorder. 

r  Samuel  W.  Heath,  Jr Sword  Bearer. 

r  Thomas  C.  Eastman Standard  Bearer. 

r  Eben  D.  Bancroft Warder. 

r  Charles  W.  Shippee j 

r  Milton  A.  Saunders [-  Capt's  of  the  Guard. 

r  Georoe   K.  Holland ' 

r  John  M.  Wood AiTOorer. 

r  George  W.  Bailey Musical  Director. 

r  John  M.  Wood Sentinel. 


Regular  Assemblies,  Fourth  Monday  of  each  month  ;  number  of  mem 
here,  152. 


PAST   (COMMANDERS. 

Sir  George  E.  Johnson,  HoUislon,  Mass.,  1859. 

Sir  Isaac  Britton,  Coventry,  Ky.,  1860,'*'l802-63. 

Sir  Edwin  F.  Whiting,  Holliston,  1861. 

Sir  William  H.  Phipps,  South  Framingham,  1864. 

Sir  Geokoe  E.  St.\cy,  Milford,  1865-67. 

Sir  J.  Harding  Smith,  Milford,  1868-69. 

Sir  Leonard  Fairbanks,  Milford,  1870. 

Sir  Sullivan  C.  Sumner,  Milford,  1871-72. 

Peceased,  1  ;  living,  7. 
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SAINT  BERNARD  COMMANDERY,  BOSTON,  MASS. 

Charter,  October  28, 1859. 


Annual  Election,  Second  Wednesday  of  December. 


OFFICERS. 

Sir  Samuel  Wells Commnnder. 

Sir  Otis  E.  Weij> Generalissimo. 

Sir  John  Kent Captain-General. 

Sir  F.  Lyman  Winship Prelale. 

Sir  Wm.  W.  McKim Senior  Warden. 

Sir  W.  H.  Kennard Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Charles  U.  Cotting Treasurer. 

Sir  Richard  Briogs Recorder. 

Sir  JosiAH  F.  Guild Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  Horatio  Moore Standard-Bearer. 

Sir  Henry  F.  Amf^ Warder. 

Sir  G.  F.  HuRD \ 

Sir  J.  Baldwin,  Jr [•Capl'ns  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  C.  T.  R.andall .....) 

Sir  Eben  F.  Gay Armorer. 

Sir  Chas.  C.  Wentworth Musical  Director. 

Sir  James  A.  Dupee Librarian. 

Sir. Eben  F.  Gay Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Second  Wednesday  of  each  month  ;  number  of 
members,  87. 


PAST  commanders. 

Sir  William  W.  Baker.  Boston,  1869-61. 
Sir  P.  Adams  Ames,  Boston,  1862-63. 
Sir  Henry  Mulliken,  Broolcline,  1864-66. 
Sir  F.  Lyman  Winship,  Allston,  1867-68. 
Sir  Charles  A.  Welsh,  Waltham.  1869-70. 


d08 


CALVARY  COMMANDERY,  PROVIDENCE,  R  I. 

Charter,  May  22,  1860. 


Annual  Election,  First  Tuesday  of  December. 


OFFTCBRS. 

Sir  Henry  Clay  Field Commander. 

Sir  Charles  B.  Webster Generalissimo. 

Sir  Joseph  E.  Spink Captain-General. 

Sir  Rev.  Daniel  G.  Anderson Prelate. 

Sir  Samuel  S.  Fobs  2d, Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Clinton  D.  Sellew Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Edwin  Baker Treasurer. 

Sir  IIenry  M.  Rawson Recorder. 

Sir  William  M.  Gifford Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  George  W.  Arnold  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  Thomas  C.  Lawton Warder. 

Sir  FiTz  Herbert  Peabody j 

Sir  Horace  E.  Blancilard |>  Capt'ns  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  Lory  J.  C.  Andrews ) 

Sir  Charles  T.  Little Sentinel. 


Regular  Assemblies,  First  Tuesday  of  each  month  ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 210. 


PAST  COMMANDERS. 
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r  Henry  BuTiiER,  Providence,  1860-1862. 

r  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  Providence,  1868. 

r  Levi  L.  Webster,  Providence,  1864. 

r  William  B.  Blanding,  Providence,  1865. 

r  Edwin  J.  Nightingale,  Providence,  1866. 

r  Charles  R.  Dennis,  Providence,  1867. 

r  James  M.  Pendleton,  Westerly,  1868. 
Sir  Thomas  Phillips,  Jr.,  Providence,  1869-70. 
Sir  Kelson  W.  Aldrich,  Providence,  1871. 
Sir  John  P.  Luther,  Providence,  1872. 

Deceased,  1 ;   living,  0. 
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HAVERHILL  COMMANDERY,  HAVERHILL,  MABS. 

Charter,  October  26, 1868. 


Aunual  Election,  Second  Tuesday  of  October. 


OFFICERS. 

Sir  Carloa  P.  Messbr Commander. 

Sir  Benjamin  A.  Sawyer Generalissimo. 

Sir  Dexter  B.  Vickery Captain-General. 

Sir  Charles  W.  Nutter Prelate. 

Sir  Charles  S.  Chase Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Charles  T.  Chase Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Wm.  a.  Brooks Treasurer. 

Sir  Francis  J.  Stevens .Recorder. 

Sir  Fayette  Hastings Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  Samuel  A.  Magoon Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  Edwin  Hunt Warder. 

Sir  Benjamin  F.  Leighton \ 

Sir  Benjamin  F.  Darling [■  Capt's  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  Horace  M.  Wightman ) 

Sir  James  E.  Gale Musical  Director. 

Sir  James  E.  Gale Librarian. 

Sir  J.  W.  P.  Smith Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Second  Tuesday  of  each  month;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 158. 


PAST  commanders. 


*  Sir  George  W.  Chase,  Haverhill,  Mass.,  1868-66. 
Sir  James  E.  Gale,  1867-69. 

Deceased,  1  ;  living,  1. 
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OLD  COLONY  COMMANDERY,  ABINGTON,  MASS. 

Charter,  October  26,  1863.' 


Annual  Election  in  September. 
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OFFICERS. 

r  Amos  Sumner  Stetson Commander. 

r  Baalts  Sanford,  Jr Generalissimo. 

r  Franklin  P.  Harlow Captain-General. 

r  Frank  Morton Prelate. 

r  Charles  P.  Allen Senior  Wanlen. 

r  Horatio  Franklin  Copeland Junior  Warden. 

r  Geo.  Augustus  Beal Treasurer. 

r  Ekastus  M.  Nash Recorder. 

r  Jeremiah  T.  Richmond Sword-Bearer. 

r  Anthony  Dike Standard- Bearer. 

r  Henry  W.  Gammons Warder. 

r  James  H.  Cooper \ 

r  Cornelius  A.  Farmer ^  Capt'ns  of  the  Guard. 

r  Charles  A.  Townsend ) 

r  Joseph  Ford  French Armorer. 

r  Charles  H.  Porter Musical  Director. 

r  Joseph  Ford  French Sentinel. 


Regular  Assemblies,  Monday  next  after  full  moon  ;   number  of  mem 
bers,  158. 


past  commanders. 


Sir  William  W.  Whitmarsh,  Neponset,Mas8.f  1864-65. 
Sir  Samuel  B.  Thaxter,  Abington,  1866-68. 
f  Sir  Zacharlah  L.  Btcknell,  East  Weymoutb,  1869-71. 
Sir  Stephen  S.  Bradford,  South  Braintree,  1873. 
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SUTTON  COMMANDERY,  NEW  BEDFORD,  MASS. 

Charter,  May  5, 1864. 


Annual  Election,  First  Thursday  of  December. 


OFFICERS. 

Sir  John  A.  Lee Commander. 

Sir  Abraham  H.  Howland,  Jr Generalissimo. 

Sir  William  W.  Arnold Captain  General. 

Sir  Wanton  T.  Drew Prelate. 

Sir  Gardner  T.  Sanford Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Thomas  B.  Tripp Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Jacob  B.  Hadley Treosurer. 

Sir  H.  Wilder  Emerson Recorder. 

Sir  Jekemiah  H.  Bennett Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  Joshua  B.  Winslow Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  William  T.  Soule Warder. 

Sir  Horace  G.  Howland \ 

Sir  Benjamin  8.  Jenkins l  Capt's  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  Henry  G.  Pomroy ) 

Sir  William  A.  Searell Armorer. 

Sir  Edward  Boden,  Jr Musical  Director. 

Sir  William  A.  Searell Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  First  Thursday  of  each  month ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 187. 


PAST  commanders. 


Sir  John  B.  Baylies,  New  Bedford,  1864-07. 
Sir  A.  H.  W.  Carpenter,  New  Bedford,  1868-70. 
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BETHANY  COMMANDERY,  LAWRENCE,  MASS. 
Charter,  October  88,  1864. 


Annattl  Election,  Last  Tuesday  of  September. 


OFPICEBS. 

JoHK  Haioh Commander. 

Q.  M.  Stoddard Generalissimo. 

A-  A.  CcRKiBR Captain-General. 

Rev.  C.  M.  DuNNLKO Prelate. 

Thomas  Letlakd Senior  Warden. 

Geo.  F.  Talbot Junior  Warden. 

Rupcs  Reed Treasurer. 

P.  B.  Robinson Recorder. 

William  Smith Sword-Bearer. 

Louis  Weil Standard-Bearer. 

Wm.  T.  Kimball Warder. 

Melvin  Be al \ 

James  B.  Smith I  Capt*ns  of  the  Guard. 

Edward  A.  Fiske ) 

Locis  Slater Armorer. 

E.  Frank  Page Musical  Director. 

Otis  Slater Sentinel. 


Re^lar  Assemblies,  Last  Tuesday  of  each  month ;   number  of  mem- 
bers, 138. 


PAST  C0MM.\NDKRS. 


Sir  Pardon  Armington,  Lawrence,  Mass.,  1864-65. 
Sir  William  H.  Jaquith,  Lawrence,  1866-68. 
Sir  D.  Frank  Robinson,  Lawrence,  1869-70. 
Sir  Caleb  Saunders,  Lawrence,  J871-7^. 
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WINSLOW  LEWIS  COMMANDERY,  SALEM,  MASS. 

Charter,  Mny  5, 1864. 


Annual  Election,  Third  Thursday  of  October. 
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OFFICERS. 

r  Geor(}E  H.  Peirson Commander. 

r  Dana  Z.  Smttii Generalissimo. 

r  John  Shaw,  2d Captain -General. 

r  John  B.  Hill Prelate. 

r  Levi  Preston Senior  Warden. 

r  Edward  L.  Giddinos Junior  Warden. 

r  James  Kimball Treasurer. 

r  Israel  S.  Lee Recorder. 

r  Henry  A.  Brown Sword  Bearer. 

r  John  Meacoh Standard  Bearer. 

r  Tristram  T.  Savory Warder. 

r  Sam'l  T.  Plummer j 

r  Irving  Stone I  Capt's  of  the  Guard. 

r  Herbert  T.  Conant ) 

r  Jacob  Young Musical  Director. 

r  Wm.  L.  Batchelder Sentinel. 


Regular  Assemblies,  Third  Thursday  of  each  month  ;  number  of  mem 
bers,  108. 


past  commander. 
Sir  William  Sutton,  Peabody,  Mass,  1866. 


?8 


214 


JERUSALEM  COMMANDERY,  FITCHBURG,  MASS. 

Charter,  May  6, 1805. 


Annual  Election,  Third  Thursday  of  September. 


OFFICERS. 

Sir  Albert  L.  Fessenden Commander. 

Sir  John  W.  Kimball Generalissimo. 

Sir  George  V.  Barratt Cnptain-General. 

Sir  Rev.  Henry  L.  Jones Prelate. 

Sir  Alfred  M.  Adams Senior  Ward<*n. 

Sir  William  Klmball Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Charles  J.  Billings Treasurer. 

Sir  Charles  A.  Morgan Recorder. 

Sir  George  Wheelock Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  Francis  Sheldon Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  David  A.  Corey Warder. 

Sir  CiiAS  L.  Tenney \ 

Sir  J.  F.  D.  Garfield •-  Capt*8  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  J.  Q.  Peabody ) 

Sir  Joseph  Pierce Armorer. 

Sir  Edward  J.  Crossman Musical  Director. 

Sir  Joseph  Pierce Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Third  Thursday  of  each  month  ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 128. 


1»A8T  COMMANDERS. 


Sir  Edmund  Dana  Bancroft,  Aver,  Muss.   1865-66. 

Sir  John  Burney,  Fitchburg,  1867-68. 

Sir  Sullivan  W.  Huntley,  Filchburg,  1869-71. 
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HUGH  DE  PA  YENS  COMMANDERY,  MELROSE,  MASS. 

Charter,  October  27, 1865. 


Annual  Election,  Second  Wednesday  of  September. 


OFFICERS .  ^ 

Sir  J.  D.  Parker Commander. 

Sir  Osgood  W.  Upiiam Generalissimo. 

Sir  George  F.  Clapp Captain-General. 

Sir  Rev.  E.  B.  Faihchild Prelate. 

Sir  James  Swords. Senior  Warden. 

Sir  M.  P.  Sweetser Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Moors  Patee Treasurer. 

Sir  P.  D.   Walbridge Recorder. 

Sir  Wiff.  A.  Carlton Sword-Benrer. 

Sir  George  Wyckoi-'f Standard -Bearer. 

Sir  H.  H.  D.  CusurNG Warder. 

Sir  Charles  H.  Nichols \ 

Sir  Wm.  a.  Remfck [•  Capt*ns  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  John  P.  Loring ) 

Sir  Henry  E.  Robinson Armorer. 

Sir  Daniel  Rcssell Musical  Director. 

Sir  Henry  L.  Putnam Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Second  Wednesday  of  each  month  ;  number  of 
members,  325. 

PAST  COMMANDERS. 

Sir  LoRiNG  L.  Fuller,  Maiden,  Mass.,  1865-66. 
Sir  Frederick  J.  Foss,       "  •*     1867-68. 

Sir  John  B.  Norton,  Charlestown,       1869-71. 
Sir  Thomas  Winship,  Wakefield,  1872. 


216 


S 

s 

s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 

8 
S 
8 
S 
S 
8 


SAINT  OMER  COMMANDERY,  SOUTH  BOSTON,  MASS. 

Charter,  October  27, 1865. 


Annaal  Election,  First  Monday  of  October. 


OFFICERR. 

r  Edward  H.  Brainard Commander. 

r  Benjamin  Pope General issinio. 

r  Qeorge  W.  Kingman Captain-General. 

r  Thomas  Hill Prelale. 

r  Charles  W.  McLellan Senior  Warden. 

r  Francis  C.  Hersey Junior  Warden. 

r  Walter  E.  Hawes Treasurer. 

r  Alban  8.  Green Recorder. 

r  William  B.  Wilber  Sword-Bearer. 

r  Charles  H.  Davis Standard-Bearer. 

r  Manning  C.  Davey Warder. 

r  Charles  L.  James j 

r  Frank  W.  Goodwin [-  Capt^ns  of  the  Guard. 

r  William  F.  Wilson ) 

r  William  D.  Rockwood Sentinel. 


Regular  Assemblies,  First  Monday  of  each  month  ;   number  of  mem- 
bei*s,  96. 


PAST  commanders. 


Sir  Benjamin  Dean,  Boston,  Mass.,  1865-66. 
Sir  Duncan  McB.  Thaxteh,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass.,  1867-68. 
t  Sh-  N.  A.  Apollonio,  Boston,  Mass.,  1869. 
Sir  Charles  H.  White,  Boston,  Mass ,  1870-72. 
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BERKSHIRE  COMMANDERY.  PITTSFIELD,  MASS. 
Charter,  December  22,  1665. 


Annual  Election,  Second  Monday  of  October. 


OFFICBR8. 

Sir  Hezbkiah  S.  Russell Commander. 

Sir  Truman  E.  Cole Generalissimo. 

Sir  D.  Clinton  Munyan Captain  General. 

Sir  John  C.  Parker Prelate. 

Sir  George  C.  Dunham Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Wm.  D.  Axtell Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Henry  Chickerino Treasurer. 

Sir  Clark  F.  Hall Recorder. 

Sir  Alfred  W.  Crossman Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  Charles  S.  Osborn Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  Lebbeus  Scott Warder. 

Sir  Samuel  H.  Almy \ 

Sir  Frederick  S.  Parker v  Capt's  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  Charles  E.  Morey ) 

Sir  Wm.  H.  Feeling Sentinel. 


Regular  Assemblies,  Second  Monday  of  each  month  ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 59. 


PAST  commanders. 


Sir  Lorenzo  H.  Gamwell,  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  1866-67. 
Sir  Henry  Chickerino,  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  1868-70. 
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WOONSOCKET  COMMANDERY,  WOONSOOKET,  R  I. 

Charter,  May  8, 1867. 


Annual  Election  in  October. 


OFFICERS. 

Sir  Walter  E.  Parker Commander. 
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r  L.  C.  Tourtelott Generalissimo. 

r  Edwin  Aldrich Cnptain-General. 

r  Amos  Sherman,  -Tr Prelate. 

r  Charles  W.  Talcott Senior  Warden. 

r  JosuuA  E.  Blood Junior  Warden. 

r  Allen  Thayer Treasurer. 

r  Geo.  Henry  Miller Recorder. 

i^  Charles  Nourse Sword  Bearer. 

r  Oscar  W.  Fuller Standard  Bearer. 

r  James  F.  Smith Warder. 

r  Jos.  M.  Lougee j 

r  Israel  B.  Philipps |-  Capt's  of  the  Guard. 

r  Luke  A.  Wood ) 

r  Angelo  Rowland Organist. 

r  John  Hackett Sentinel. 

r  L.  C.  Tourtelott Hall  Committee. 


Regular  Assemblies,  Second  Tuesday  of  each  month  ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 101. 


PAST  commanders. 


Sir  Emerson  Goddard,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  1867. 
Sir  Ira  W.  Arnold,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  1868. 
Sir  Stafford  W.  Razee,  Woonsocket,  R  I.,  1869. 
Sir  F.  G.  JiLLSON,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  1870-71. 


219 


CONNECTICUT  VALLEY  COMMANDERY,  GREENFIELD.  MASS. 

Charter,  October  30, 1867. 


Annual  Election,  First  Tuesday  of  November. 


S 
8 
S 
S 
S 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 


OPFICBRS. 

r  Charles  E.  Severance Commander. 

r  Hiram  O.  Smith Generalissimo. 

r  Marvin  8.  Fellows Captain-General. 

r  BowDOiN  8.  Parker Prelate. 

r  George  Pierce,  Jr Senior  Warden. 

r  Charles  Keith Junior  Warden. 

r  George  A.  Allen Treasurer. 

r  Charles  P.  Forbes Recorder. 

r  Charles  Thompson Sword-Bearer. 

r  John  L.  Newell Slandard-Bearer. 

r  Josiah  a.  Richmond Warder. 

r  John  A.  Clark \ 

r  Charles  T.  Lamphere [  Capt*ns  of  the  Guard. 

r  John  H.  Amidon ) 

r  RoMANzo  8.  Prichard  Armorer. 

r  Wendell  T.  Davis Musical  Director. 

r  RoMANZO  8.  Prichard Sentinel. 


Regular  Assemblies,  First  Tuesday  of  each  month  ;   number  of  mem- 
bers, 90. 


past  commanders. 


Sir  Wendell  T.  Davis,  Greenfield,  Mass.,  1867-68. 

Sir  Rev.  Peter  Voorhbes  Finch,  Greenfield,  Mass.,  1869-70. 
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GODFREY  DE  BOUILLON  COMMANDER Y,  FALL  RIVER,  MASS. 

Charter,  October  90,  1868. 


Aunual  Election,  Tbird  Wednesday  of  October. 
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OFFICERS. 

r  Rev.  Stephen   W.  Butler ConimAnder. 

r  John  B.  Whttakkr Generalissimo. 

r  George  E.  Hoar Captain -General. 

r  Robert  C.  Brown Prelate. 

r  George  A.  Ballard Senior  Warden. 

r  John  P.  Henry Junior  Warden. 

r  James  Davis Treasurer. 

r  George  Pollard Recorder. 

r  Alfred  H.  Hartley Sword-Bearer. 

r  Thomas  F.  Vickery Standard  Bearer. 

r  Hiram  C.  Harinoton • Warder. 

r  Charles  8.  Norman \ 

r  William  E.  Cunlfff >  Capt'ns  of  the  Guard. 

r  Silas  Williams ) 

r  William  Preston Sentinel. 


Regular  Assemblies,  Tbird  Wednesday  of  each  month ;   number  of 
members,  97. 


PAST  COMMANDERS. 


Sir  Robert  Henry,  Fall  River,  1868. 

Sir  Robert  C.  Brown,  Fall  River,  1869-71. 

Sir  Stephen  W.  Butler,  Fall  River,  187^. 
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JOSEPH  WARREN  COMMANDERY,  BOSTON  HIGHLANDS,  MS. 

Charter,  January  1, 1869. 


Annual  Election  in  October. 


OFFICERS . 

Sir  George  Moulton Commander. 

Sir  John  F.  Newton Generalissimo. 

Sir  Charles  Harris Captain-General. 

Sir  Josiah  A.  Stearns  and  John  T.  Harris Prelate. 

Sir  Solomon  A.  Bolster Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Ebenezer  Adams Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Francis  J.  Ward Treasurer. 

Sir  Lorenzo  B.  Dutton Recorder. 

Sir  George  R.  Emerson Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  JuDSON  Baldwin Standard-Bearer. 

Sir  Daniel  W.  Jonks Warder. 

Sir  William  A.  G arret j 

Sir  Richard  P.  Goddard >•  Capl'ns  of  tbc  Guard. 

Sir  John  Carr ) 

Sir  Elbridge  G.  Scott Armorer. 

Sir  William  H.  Gerrish Musical  Director. 

Sir  Elbridge  G.  Scott Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  ;First  Monday  of  eacb  month  ;   number  of   mem- 
bers, 108. 


fast  commanders. 


Sir  Jambs  C.  Tucker,  Boston ,'.1869-70. 
Sir  Samuel  Little,  Boston,  1^1. 


39 
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NARRAGANSETT  COMMANDERY,  WESTERLY,  R.  I. 

Charter,  June,  1869. 


Annual  Election,  Second  Monday  of  January. 
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OFFICERS. 

r  AzRO  N.  Lewis Coumiander. 

r  William  Hoxbet Generalissimo. 

r  Albert  B.  Collins C^aptain-Gcncral. 

r  James  Stillman Prelate. 

r  JosBFH  Dews Senior  Warden. 

r  Samuel  H.  Cross Junior  Warden. 

r  Alvah  a.  Crandall Treasurer. 

r  George  G.  Stillman f,.  .Recorder. 

r  Edwin  H.  Knowles Sword  Bearer. 

r  Alexander  Carmichel Standard  Bearer. 

r  James  F.  Pendleton Warder. 

r  Thos.  H.  Browning \ 

r  Wm.  H.  Chapman V  Capt's  of  the  Guard. 

r  Thomas  M.  Place ; 

r  James  Potter Amiorer. 

r  Edward  F.  Vose Musical  Director. 

r  James  Porter Sentinel. 


Regular  Assemblies,  Second  and  Fourth  Monday  of  each  month;  num 
ber  of  members,  33. 


PAST  commanders. 


Sir  James  M.  Pendleton,  Westerly,  R.  I.,  1869-70. 
Sir  George  G.  Stillman,  Westerly,  R.  I.,  1971. 
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*       WILLIAM  PAHKMAN  COMMANDERY,  EAST  BOSTON,  MASS. 

Charter,  Mny  12, 1870. 


Annual  Election,  Second  Thursday  of  October. 


OFFICERS. 

Sir  Albert  B.  Barrett Commander. 

Sir  William  J.  Ellis Generalissimo. 

Sir  James  B.  Webster Captain-General. 

Sir  Benjamin  H.  Stinson Prelate. 

Sir  Benjamin  Albbr Senior  Warden. 

Sir  William  Waters,  Jr Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Hezekiah  Mayo Treasurer. 

Sir  Edward  H.  Morse Recorder. 

Sir  George  F.  Hosea Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  Thomas  Shaw Standard-Bearer. 

Sir  J.  Hiram  Starr  Pearson Warder. 

Sir  Charles  H.  Pepper j 

Sir  William  A.  Holmes [•  Capt's  of  thcrGuard. 

Sir  William  H.  Hiqbeb ) 

Sir  Samuel  W.  Gleason Armorer. 

Sir  William  Dutemple Musical  Director. 

Sir  William  Dutemple Organist. 

Sir  Samuel  W.  Gleason Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Second  Thursday  of  each  month ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 93. 


PAST  COMMANDERS. 


Sir  Seth  C.  Ames,  M.  D.,  East  Boston,  Mass.,  1870-71. 
Sir  Albert  B.  Barrett,  East  Boston,  Mass.,  1872-73. 
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BRISTOL  COMMANDEKY,  MANSFIELD,  MASS. 

Charter,  May  28, 1870. 


Annual  Election  in  December. 
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OFFICERS. 

r  SAMUEii  8.  QiNNODO Commander. 

r  Daniel  H.  Smith Generalissimo. 

r  Wm.  N.  Hamlet Captain-General. 

r  Herbert  N.  Mason Prelate. 

r  A.  Frank  Belcher Senior  Warden. 

r  John  L.  Kendaij. Junior  Warden. 

r  William  Graves Treasurer. 

r  Eliphalet  Smith Recorder. 

r  DoLLivER  8.  Spaulding Sword  Bearer. 

r  Elijah  Capron ^ Standard  Bearer. 

r  William  B.  Crocker Warder. 

r  Geo.  S.  Wheeler \ 

T  Jamdb  F.  Leonard t  CapCs  of  the  Guard. 

r  Andrew  M.  Sperry ; 


Sir  Charles  A.  Blake Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Friday  on  or  before  full  moon ;  number  of  mem- 
ber, 94. 


past  commander. 
Sir  Charles  E.  Smith,  North  Atlleboro,  1871-72. 
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NORTHAMPTON   COMMANDERY,  NORTHAMPTON,  MASS. 

Charter,  June  2,  1870. 


Annual  Election,  Second  Monday  of  October. 


OFFICERS. 

Sir  JosiAH  H.  PiNDLE Commander. 

Sir  Joseph  C.  Williams Generalissimo. 

Sir  Luke  Lyman Captain-General. 

Sir  Stephen  B.  Fuller Prelate. 

Sir  William  C.  Pomeroy Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Henry  W.  Morgan. Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Ansel  Wright Treasurer. 

Sir  Brnjamin  W.  Peck Recorder. 

Sir  James  Ellsworth Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  Robert  R.  Mayers Standard-Bearer. 

Sir  George  W.  Patterson Warder. 

Sir  Ira  H.  Stevens \ 

Sir  Charles  H.  Taynton [•  Capt'ns  of  the  Guard. 

Sir  Timothy  F.  Pelton ) 

Sir  John  A.  Prentiss Armorer. 

Sir  Christopher  Clarke Musical  Director. 

Sir  John  A.  Prentiss Librarian. 

Sir  John  A.  Prentiss Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Second  Monday  of  each  month ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 53. 


past  commander. 
Sir  David  W.  Crafts,  Northampton,  Mass.,  1870-71-72. 
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SOUTH  SHORE  COMMANDERY,  WEYMOUTH,  MASS. 

Charter,  June  9, 1870. 


Annual  Election  in  September. 


OFFICERS. 

Sir  Zechartah  Loyell  Bicknell Commander. 

Sir  George  Wtman  Fat Generalissimo. 

Sir  William  Humphrey Captain  General. 

Sir  Charles  Hbnrt  Pratt Prelate. 

Sir  Andrew  Jackson  Garey Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Thomas  Henry  Humphrey Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Willard  K.  Richards Treasurer. 

Sir  Davis  Dean  Randall Recorder. 

Sir  Richard  V.  Merchant  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  Augustus  Reals Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  William  Fearing,  2d Warder. 

Sir  Charles  Simmons ^ 

Sir  George  Cushing,  2d >■  Capt^s  of  tlie  Guard. 

Sir  Hiram  £.  Raymond ) 

Sir  E.  G.  Bates Armorer. 

Sir  Andrew  Johnson  Randall Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  Monday  on  or  before  full  moon  ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 86. 
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NATICK  COMMANDERY,  NATICK,  MASS. 
CiiARTEB,  April  12,  1871. 


Aununl  Election,  First  Monday  of  October. 


OFFICE  II  8. 

Sir  Jambs  H.  Pakkek Commander. 

Sir  William  H.  Whioht Generalissimo. 

Sir  CiiAiiLES  A.  Davis Captain-General. 

Sir  Geohce  J.  Townsend Prelate. 

Sir  Samuel  O.  Daniels Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Edwin  W.  Cozzems Junior  Warden. 

Sir  LoRiN  R.  Edoeuton Treasurer. 

Sir  Andrew  J.  Nichols Recorder. 

Sir  William  H.  Bent Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  Ambrose  Bryant Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  Alfred  H.  Bryant Warder. 

Sir  Charles  W.  Gleason \ 

Sir  Francis  L.  Ferrin [•  Capt*ns  of  tbc  Guard. 

Sir  Elbridoe  F.  Perry ) 

Sir  Edward  P.  Butler Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,  First  Monday  in  eacb  montb  ;   number  of  mem- 
bers, 40. 
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C(EUR  DE  LYON  COMMANDERY,  CHARLESTOWN,  MASS. 

Charter,  October  14, 1871. 


Annual  Election,  Third  Tuesday  of  September. 


OFFICERS. 

Sir  William  H.  Kent Commander. 

Sir  William  Patterson Generalissimo. 

Sir  John  B.  Wilson Captain-General. 

Sir  Rev.  William  T.  Stowe Prelate. 

Sir  Howard  F.  Rome Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Caleb  Rand Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Amos  Stone Treasurer. 

Sir  Samuel  E.  Chandler Recorder. 

Sir  William  C.  Murray Sword-Bearer. 

Sir  Daniel  C.  Stillson Standard-Bearer. 

Sir  George  II.  Allen I  Warder. 

Sir  John  Bartlett ) 

Sir  Dwight  M.  Turner Organist- 
Sir  Israel  F.  Crafts Sentinel. 

Regular  Assemblies,.  Third  Tuesday  of  each  month  ;  number  of  mem- 
bers, 102. 


Sir  James  W.  Poor 

Sir  George  L.  Baxter !■  Capt'ns  of  the  Guard. 
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TRINITY  COMMANDER V,  HUDSON,  MASS. 
Charter,  Nov.  7,  1871. 


ADQual  Election  in  October. 


OFFICERS. 

Sir  N.  S.  Chamberlain Commander. 

Sir  W.  E.  C.  Worcester •  Qcneralissimo. 

Sir  WiLLARD  Houghton Cnptaln-Qeneral. 

Sir  Philip  E.  Millay Prelate. 

Sir  Edmund  E.  Whitney Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Luman  T.  Jefts Junior  Warden. 

Sir  Edmund  M.  Stone Treasurer. 

Sir  Edwin  Amsden Recorder. 

Sir  C.  N.  MuKDocH Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  Henry  Wilkins Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  James  T.  Joslin Warder. 

Sir  F.  L.  Dawes \ 

Sir  H.  W.  Chase , |.  Capt's  of  tlie  Guard. 

Sir  W.  H.  MouLTON ) 

Sir  G.  Q.  Sawyer Armorer. 

SirG.  W.  Warfield '  Sentinels. 

Sir  C.  E.  Hall f 

Regular  Assemblies,  Tiiursdays  on  or  'before  full  moon  ;   number  of 
members,  58. 
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GETIISEMANE  COMMANDERY,  NEWTONVILLE,  MASS. 

Charter,  Mny  20, 1872. 


Annual  Election  in  September. 
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•  OFFICERS. 

r  Jahrs  M.  Greenwood Commander. 

r  Robert  L.  Davis Generalissimo. 

r  William  W.  Keith Captain-General. 

r  Henry  C.  Haydbn Prelate. 

r  N.  T.  Merritt Senior  Warden. 

r  Moses  Clark,  Jr Junior  Warden. 

r  M.  T.  Heywood Treasurer. 

r  John  G.  Tompson Recorder. 

r  AsAHEL  Wheeler Sword  Bearer. 

r  T.  S.  HiTTiNGER .'.Standard  Bearer. 

r  J.  Adam  Waldo Warder. 

r  W.  H.  Clark \ 

r  Revilo  L.  Hinds y  Capt's  of  the  Guard. 

r  James  E.  Parker ; 

r  Alexander  Chisholm Sentinel. 


Regular  Assemblies,  Monday  before  lull  moon  ;   number  of  members 
50. 


231 


S 
S 

s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 

8 
S 
S 
S 

s 
s 

B 
8 
S 


OLIVET  COMMANDERY,  LYNN,  MASS. 
Charter,  March  13, 1873. 


Annual  Election  in  April. 


OFFTCBRB. 

r  Qbo.   W.  Ebenr Conimnnder. 

r  JoiiN  Shaw,  2d Generalissimo. 

r  James  A.  Hollts Onptain-Gencral. 

r  J.  Gilbert  Forman Preliite. 

r  Charles  C.  Fry Senior  Warden. 

r  Charles  E.  Parsons Junior  Warden. 

r  George  W.  Hill Treasurer. 

r  Wsf.  B.  Phillips Recorder. 

r  Georqe  A.  Bruce Sword  Bearer. 

r  Ebbn  Beckford Standard  Bearer. 

r  George  H.  Allen Warder. 

r  Nathan  B.  Fletcher j 

r  Joseph   W.  Haines t  Capt's  of  the  Guard. 

r  Wm.  H.  Messinoer ) 

r  Thomas  E.  Ward Armorer. 

r  James  A.  Hollih Musical  Director. 

r  Thomas  E.  Ward Sentinel. 


Regular  Assemblies,  First  Wednesday  of  each  month ;    number  of 
members,  46. 
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ATHOL  COMMANDERY  (U.  D.)  ATHOL,  MASS. 
D1BPKN8ATION  granted  June  7, 1873. 

OFFICERS. 

Sir  Vernon  O.  Taylor Commander. 

Sir  Cephas  L.  Sawyer Generalissimo. 

Sir  Orsamus  M.  Drury Captain-Qeneral. 

Meets  First  Wednesday  of  each  month. 


•  •• 


BAY  STATE  COMMANDERY  (U.  D.)  NORTH  BRIDGEWATER,  MS. 

Dispensation  granted  September  18, 1873. 

OFFICERS. 

Sir  EDWAiiD  Parker Commander. 

Sir  Baalis  Sanford,  Jr Generalissimo. 

Sir  H.  H.  Packard Captain-General. 


«•• 


CYPRUS  COMMANDERY  (U.  D.),  HYDE  PARK,  MASS. 
Dispensation  granted  October  81, 1878, 

OFFICERS. 

Sir  Gamaliel  Hodges Commander. 

Sir  Charles  H.  Colby Generalissimo. 

Sir  Henry  S.  Bunton Captain-General 


fcio*: 


RECAPITULATIONS. 


The  Grand  Gommaudery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  is 

composed  of 

Grand  Officers  (Sentinel  excluded) 16 

Past  Grand  Officers  (permanent  members,  excluding  present  Grand 
Officers) 20 

Past  Commanders  ot  Subordinate  Commanderies  (permanent 
members  not  included  in  enumeration  of  past  or  present  Grand 
Officers,  or  present  Commanders) 98 

Commanders,  Generalissimos,  and  Captains-General  of  36  Subor- 
dinate Commanderies 108 

Total 242 

Whole  number  of  Knights  affiliated  with  Subordinate  Command- 
eries      5,076 
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MAINE  ENCAMPMENT,  PORTLAND,  MAINE. 
Chartbr,  March  17,  1821. 


PA8T  COMMANDERS, 

(While  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Rhode  Island.) 

Sir  Rev.  Solomon  Silas.  Sir  Joseph  M.  Gebrish. 

Sir  Thomas  S.  Bowles.  Sir  Samuel  Fessenden. 


Mnine  Encampment  censed  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  October  10,  1849.  In 
18*54,  it  was  removed  from  Portland  to  Gardiner,  where  it  is  now  located. 


VILLAGE  ENCAMPMENT,  GREENWICH,  MASS. 

Charter,  June  10,  1825. 


PAST  commanders. 


*  Sir  Rev.  Eziekiel  L.  Bascomb,  1826.      *  Sir  John  Warner,  1827- 
Sir  Rev.  Lucius  R.  Paige,  D.  D.,  1826.     Sir  Rev.  Joshua  Flago,  1828. 


The  Charter  of  this  Encampment  was  declared  forfeited  by  a  vote  of 
the  Grand  Encampment,  at  a  Special  Assembly,  held  February  28,  1838. 


d^0n^titni(an. 


:(ronsiittttion  o|[  the  mmncl  Hommanderg 


OP 


Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders 


OF  MASSACHUSETTS  AND  RHODE  ISLAND. 


ARTICLE  I.— GRAND  COMMANDERY. 

STYLE   AND   TITLE. 

Section  1. — The  style  and  title  of  this  body  is  "  The 
Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Teraplars  and  the  Append- 
ant Orders  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.'' 

jurisdiction. 

Sect.  2. — Its  jurisdiction  extends  over  the   territorial 
limits  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 


POWERS. 

Sect.  3. — In  it  alone  is  vested  the  right  and  duty,  which 
it  cannot  delegate,  to  superintend  and  govern  all  Com- 
manderies  of  Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders 
within  this  jurisdiction. 
31 
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It  has  exclusive  power  to  grant  Dispensations  and  War- 
rants for  forming  and  opening  commanderies  of  the  above 
Orders,  and  to  extend  or  revoke  the  same. 

It  enacts  statutes  and  issues  edicts,  and  amends  and 
repeals  the  same. 

It  censures,  suspends,  and  erases  councils  and  command- 
eries, and  holds  any  of  their  members  amenable  for  any 
violation  or  neglect  of  its  statutes  and  edicts. 

It  has  supreme  authority,  throughout  this  jurisdiction, 
in  all  matters  pertaining  to  Templar  Masonry,  subject  only 
to  the  ancient  landmarks  of  the  Order,  and  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States. 


MEMBERS. 

Sect.  4.-r-It  shall  consist  of  a  Grand  Commander,  Dep- 
uty Grand  Commander,  Grand  Generalissimo,  Grand  Cap- 
tain-General, Grand  Prelate,  Senior  Grand  Warden,  Junior 
Grand  Warden,  Grand  Treasurer,  Grand  Recorder,  Grand 
Sword-Bearer,  Grand  Standard-Bearer,  Grand  Warder, 
Grand  Captain  of  the  Guards,  Grand  Sentinel, — ex-officiis ; 
of  all  past  Grand  Commanders,  and  Grand  Masters,  Past 
Deputy  Grand  Commanders,  and  Deputy  Grand  Masters, 
Past  Grand  Generalissimos,  and  Past  Grand  Captains-Gen- 
eral of  this  body  ;  of  the  Commanders,  Generalissimos,  and 
Captains-General,  for  the  time  being,  of  all  subordinate 
commanderies  under  this  jurisdiction ;  and  of  all  past  Com- 
manders of  such  subordinates,  so  long  as  they  are  members 
of  commanderies  under  this  jurisdiction,  in  good  standing. 

The  above-named  Present  and  Past  Officers  (the  Grand 
Sentinel  excepted),  and  Representatives  and  Past  Com- 
manders of  subordinate  commanderies,  are  the  only  voters 
in  this  Grand  Commandery. 
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A  permanent  member  has  but  one  vote  in  his  own  right 
as  such,  and  but  two  in  any  case. 

ATTENDANCE   AND   PROXIES. 

Sect.  5. — Each  of  the  officers  named  in  the  preceding 
section,  save  and  except  Past  Commanders  and  the  Grand 
Sentinel,  being  unable  to  attend  the  assemblies  in  person, 
shall  have  the  power  to  appoint  a  proxy,  who  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  his  constituent, 
except  that  of  taking  his  rank  in  Grand  Commandery. 

Such  proxy  must,  at  the  time  of  his  service,  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  same  subordinate  'commandery  as  his  principal. 
and  a  templar  of  not  less  than  three  years'  standing,  and 
must  present  a  properly  authenticated  certificate  of  his 
appointment. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  immediately  after  his 
installation,  shall  appoint  a  committee  of  three  members  as 
a  standing  committee  on  credentials,  for  the  year  ensuing, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  ascertain  and  report  to  the  com- 
mandery as  early  as  may  be  at  every  assembly,  who  are 
entitled  to  seats  therein. 


OFFICERS,  ELECTION,  AND   TITLES. 

Sect.  6. — The  first  nine  officers  shall  be  chosen  by  writ- 
ten ballot ;  the  others,  by  appointment  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mander. 

No  knight  is  eligible  to  any  office  in  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery,  unless   he   be  a  member  of  some   subordinate 
♦  commandery,  and  a  templar  of  not  less  than  three  years' 
standing. 

The  officers  thus  chosen  shall  serve  until  their  successors 
have  been  installed.    The  title  of  th^  Grand  Commander 
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18  "Right  Eminent  ;"  that  of  Deputy  Grand  Commander, 
"Very  Eminent  ;"  of  the  other  Grand  Officers,  "Eminent." 

ASSEMBLIES. 

Sect.  7. — This  Grand  Commandery  shall  assemble  in 
October  and  May  of  eacli  year,  at  such  time  and  place  as 
the  presiding  officer  shall  appoint, — in  October,  for  the 
election  of  officers  and  the  transaction  of  the  annual  busi- 
ness ;  and  in  May,  for  the  exemplification  of  the  work  and 
ritual,  the  transaction  of  such  special  business  as  shall  be 
presented,  and  the  consideration  of  such  matters  as  pertain 
to  the  general  good  of  the  order. 

Special  Assemblies  may  be  held  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
presiding  officer ;  but  no  business  shall  be  transacted  at  a 
special  meeting  save  that  which  was  specified  in  the  origi- 
nal notice. 


prerogatives  and  duties  of  officers. 

Sect.  8 — The  Grand  Commander  shall  have  a  watchful 
supervision  over  all  the  subordinate  commanderies,  and 
see  that  all  the  constitutional  enactments,  rules,  and  edicts, 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  and  of  this 
Grand  Commandery,  are  duly  and  promptly  obeyed. 

The  Grand  Commander  and  Deputy  Grand  Commander, 
at  their  pleasure,  visit  and  preside  in  any  subordinate 
commandery,  and  give  such  instruction  and  direction  in  the 
work  and  ritual  as  the  good  of  the  Order  may  require ; 
always  conforming  to  the  ancient  landmarks  and  this  Grand 
Constitution.  The  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  in  the  event 
of  the  death,  removal  or  physical  incompetency  of  his  supe- 
rior, shall  a<^t  as  the  Grand  Commander. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Commander,  in  person  or  by 
one  of  his  council,  to  visit  and  examine  every  subordinate 
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commandery  under  Dispensation  once  in  three  months,  and 
every  chartered  commandery  annually,  and  cause  a  report 
of  the  same  to  be  made  at  the  annual  assembly  of  this 
Grand  Commandery :  provided^  hotoever,  that  when  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Grand  Commander  the  interest  of  the 
institution  will  be  promoted  thereby,  he  may  designate  one 
of  the  Grand  Lecturers  to  make  such  visit  and  report  to 
him. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  to  report  to  the 
Grand  Commander  or  presiding  officer,  whenever  and  as 
often  as  there  shall  be  a  surplus  of  one  hundred  dollars  in 
the  treasury,  not  subject  to  any  appropriation  already, 
made ;  and  to  invest  the  same  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
the  first  two  officers. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Recorder,  annually,  to  com- 
municate to  the  Grand  Recorders  of  all  State  Grand  Com- 
manderies,  and  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States  of  America,  a  list  of  all 
the  Grand  Officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  all  such 
other  matters  as  this  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander 
shall  deem  to  be  for  the  general  good  of  the  Order,  or 
useful  for  their  information. 

The  other  duties  of  the  above  officers,  and  the  duties  of 
the  other  officers,  are  such  as  are  traditionally  appropriate 
to  their  offices,  and  such  as  may  be  required  of  them  by  this 
Grand  Commandery  and  the  Grand  Commander. 


NEW   COMHANDERIES. 

Sect.  9. — Dispensations  for  forming  and  opening  new 
commanderies,  upon  the  petition  of  not  less  than  nine 
Knight  Templars  residing  within  the  jurisdiction,  may  be 
issued  by  the  Grand  Commander  during  the  recess  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  only — Dispensations  so  issued  to  be 
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of  force  only  until  the  succeeding  stated  assembly  of  this 
body,  unless  continued  by  vote  thereof;  provided,  hotoever, 
that  no  Dispensation  shall  be  issued  without  the  consent  of 
the  commandery  nearest  to  the  place  where  the  new  one 
is  to  be  located  ;  and,  if  in  that  town  or  city  there  is  more 
than  one,  the  consent  of  all  shall  be  obtained. 

Charters  shall  be  granted  by  vote  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery alone,  and  at  a  stated  assembly. 

A  Commandery  formed  within  this  jusisdiction,  without 
a  Dispensation  or  Charter,  as  above  provided,  shall  be 
deemed  illegal;  and  all  communication  between Command- 
eries  under  this  jurisdiction,  and  the  members  of  such  ille- 
gal ones,  is  hereby  strictly  forbidden. 

A  Commandery  formed  within  this  jurisdiction,  without 
a  Dispensation  or  Charter,  as  above  provided,  shall  be 
deemed  illegal ;  and  all  communication  between  command- 
eries  under  this  jurisdiction,  and  the  members  of  such  ille- 
gal ones,  is  hereby  strictly  forbidden. 

FEES   FOR   DISPENSATIONS   AND    CHARTERS. 

Sect.  10. — The  fees  for  a  Dispensation  are  forty  dollars 
to  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  three  dollars  to  the  Grand 
Recorder ;  and,  for  a  Charter,  sixty  dollars  to  the  Grand 
Commandery,  and  seven  dollars  to  the  Grand  Recorder; 
and,  for  a  Charter  without  a  previous  Dispensation,  one 
hundred  dollars  to  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  ten  dollars 
to  the  Grand  Recorder.  In  no  case  shall  a  Dispensation 
or  Charter  be  issued,  until  the  required  fees  shall  have 
been  paid  to  the  Grand  Treasurer. 

GRAND   FUND. 

Sect.  11. — One  tenth  of  the  unincumbered  funds  of  this 
body,  at  its  Annual  Asseflibly  in  October,  1859,  and  one 
tenth  of  its  present  and  future  income,  shall  be  set  apart. 
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and  shall  form  a  "  Grand  Fund ;"  the  interest  only  of  which 
shall  be  expended,  for  charitable  and  other  purposes,  at 
the  discretion  of  this  Grand  Body ;  provided,  however,  that 
no  portion  of  the  interest  shall  be  expended  for  any  pur- 
pose whatever,  until  the  principal  shall  amount  to  five 
thousand  dollars.  The  unexpended  income  of  the  fund, 
and  all  donations  to  the  same,  shall  be  annually  added  to 
the  principal.  Until  this  fund  shall  amount  to  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  it  shall  not  be  in  knightly  faith  to  diminish 
the  rate  of  increase  as  provided  above. 

The  Grand  Commander,  Grand  Treasurer,  and  Grand 
Recorder,  shall  be  a  Committee,  to  be  styled  "  The  Grand 
Fund  Committee,"  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  attend  to  the 
safe  and  profitable  investment  of  this  fund.  They  shall 
also  make  a  detailed  report,  in  writing,  of  its  condition  at 
each  and  every  Annual  Assembly  in  October.  A  failure  so 
to  do  shall  render  them  ineligible  to  re-election  for  the 
ensuing  year. 


ARTICLE  II.— SUBORDINATE  COMMANDERIES. 

MEUBERS. 

Section  1. — Every  subordinate  commandery  shall  con. 
sist  of  a  Commander,  Generalissimo,  Captain- General,  Pre- 
late, Senior  Warden,  Junior  Warden,  Treasurer,  Recorder, 
Sword-Bearer,  Standard- Bearer,  and  Warder,  and  such 
other  officers  and  members  as  may  be  found  convenient. 

ASSEMBLIES. 

Sect.  2. — Every  subordinate  commandery  shall  assemble 
at  least  quarterly  for  improvement  and  business. 
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JURISDICTION. 

Sect.  3. — Every  subordinate  commandery  shall  have 
exclusive  jurisdiction  in  receiving  applications  for,  and 
conferring  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  over,  all  territory 
lying  nearer  the  usual  traveled  routes  to  its  place  of  meeting 
than  to  that  of  any  other  commandery  ;  provided^  that  any 
commandery  may  waive  this  jurisdiction  in  favor  of  any 
person  desirous  to  apply  to  any  other  commandery. 

officers:  election  and  duties. 

Sect.  4. — The  first  eight  officers^  shall  be  elected  by 
written  ballot :  the  others  may  be  appointed  by  the  Com- 
mander at  the  pleasure  of  the  Commandery.  The  oflicers 
thus  chosen  shall  serve  until  their  successors  shall  have 
been  installed.  The  title  of  the  Conunander  is  "  Eminent." 
The  Commander  of  a  subordinate  commandery  has  it  in 
special  charge  to  see  that  the  by-laws  of  his  commandery 
and  this  Grand  Constitution  are  duly  observed  ;  that  accu- 
rate records  are  kept,  and  just  accounts  rendered ;  that 
regular  returns  to  this  Grand  Commandery  are  made  annu- 
ally ;  and  that  the  annual  dues  are  promptly  paid.  He 
calls  special  assemblies  of  his  Commandery  at  pleasure  ; 
and  it  is  his  duty,  with  his  Generalissimo  and  Captain-Gen- 
eral, to  attend  all  Assemblies  of  this  Grand  Commandery. 

The  duties  of  the  other  officers  are  such  as  are  tradition- 
ally appropriate,  and  such  as  may  be  assigned  them  by  the 
Commandery  or  the  Commander. 

OBLIGATION. 

Sect.  5. — The  officers  of  every  subordinate  commandery 
before  installation,  and  every  candidate  upon  admission, 

shall  take  the  following  obligation,  viz. :  "  I ,  do 

promise  and  vow  that  I  will  support  and  maintain  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars 
and  the  Appendant  Orders  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
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Island,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
the  United  States  of  America." 

ANNUAL  RETURNS. 

Sect.  6.— Every  subordinate  commandery  shall  make  a 
return  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  this  Grand  Commandery, 
on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  October,  annually,  of  the  roll 
of  its  officers  and  members,  of  all  candidates  for  the  Orders, 
accepted  or  rejected ;  and  shall  pay  to  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery four  dollars  for  every  Knight  created,  and  an 
annual  fee  of  five  dollars. 

ORDERS,   FEES,   AND   RULE   OF  SUCCESSION. 

Sect.  7. — No  subordinate  commandery  shall  confer  the 
Orders  of  Knighthood  for  a  less  sum  than  thirty  dollars, 
nor  on  any  person  who  shall  not  have  regularly  received 
the  several  degrees  of  E.A.,  F.C.,  M.M.,  M.M.M.,  P.M.,  M. 
E.M.,  and  R.A.M. ;  and  no  candidate  for  the  Orders  shall 
be  balloted  for,  unless  he  shall  have  stood  proposed  at 
least  fourteen  days,  unless  a  Dispensation  therefor  shall  be 
obtained  from  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander.  The  Orders 
shall  be  conferred  in  the  following  succession,  viz. : — 1. 
Knight  of  the  Red  Cross  ;  2.  Knight  Templar  ;  3.  Knight 
OF  Malta. 

SOJOURNERS. 

Sect.  8. — It  is  not  regular  for  a  subordinate  commandery 
to  confer  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  upon  any  sojourner 
from  any  State  or  place  in  which  there  is  a  commandery 
regularly  established,  except  by  consent  of  the  command- 
ery having  jurisdiction.  Any  commandery  which  violates 
this  regulation  shall-  be  subject  to  knightly  discipline,  and 
be  required  to  pay,  on  demand,  to  the  commandery  having 
jurisdiction,  the  amount  of  fees  received. 

Any  commandery  may,  however,  take  cognizance  of  the 
conduct  of  sojourning  Knights. 
3-i 
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QUBSTIONS. 

Sect.  9. — In  every  Assembly  of  Knights,  all  questions, 
except  of  the  admission  of  candidates  and  members,  and  of 
matters  specially  reserved  by  the  by-laws,  shall  be  decided 
by  a  majority  vote — the  presiding  officer,  if  a  member, 
being  entitled  to  one  vote,  and,  in  case  of  a  tie,  to  the  cast- 
ing vote. 

costume. 

Sect.  10. — The  costume  of  this  Grand  Commandery  and 
its  subordinates  is  such  as  is,  from  time  to  time,  approved 
by  this  Grand  Body. 

OPENING  AND   CLOSING. 

Sect.  11. — All  councils  and  commanderies  should  be 
opened  and  closed  in  due  and  ancient  form  ;  and  command- 
eries with  devotion. 

amendments. 

Sect.  12. — This  Grand  Constitution  may  be  altered  or 
amended  by  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  at 
any  Annual  Assembly  in  October. 


At  the  Annual  Assembly  held  October  25th,  1872,  it 
was  ordered  that  the  form  of  petition  for  the  orders  here- 
after shall  be  as  follows : 

FORM    OF   PETITION. 

To  the  Eminent  Commander  and  members  of Com- 
mandery of  Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders  of 

The  snbscriber,  a  Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason,  is  desirous,  if  found 
worthy,  to  be  admitted  to  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  in  your  Command- 
ery. 

Residence Age 

Occupation 

When  and  in  what  Lodge  made  a  Master  Mason 

When  and  in  what  Chapter  exalted  to  the  Degree  of  Royal  Arch 
Mason 
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Of  what  Lodge  now  a  member 

Of  what  Chapter  now  a  member 

I  bave. : before  applied  for  these  Orders  of  Knighthood. 

(signed) 


(date.) 


RECOMMENDATION. 

I a  member  of 

Commandery  aforesaid,  hereby  recommend  said  Companion. . 
for  admission  to  the  Orders  of  Knighthood 

(signed) 


It  wa8  further  ordered, 

That  should  it  appear  that  the  applicant  has  before  applied  for  the 
orders  in  any  commandery  other  than  the  one  to  which  he  now  applies 
it  shall  not  be  competent  for  the  commandery  to  act  upon  the  application 
unless  it  be  accompanied  by  the  written  consent  of  such  commandery 
duly  attested,  if  within  our  jurisdiction  ;  and  if  without  our  jurisdiction, 
the  consent  in  writing  of  the  Grand  Commander  of  the  State  in  which 
such  commandery  shall  be  situated. 
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DEDICATION  OF  THE  ASYLUM 


OK  THE 


OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

• 


Only  members  of  tlie  Grand  Commandery,  and  those  having 
tickets,  will  be  admitted  in  the  asylum. 

The  Grand  Officers  will  form  in  the  council  chamber,  and 
from  thence  proceed  to  the  asylum. 

Grand  Mabch. — Sir  E.  B.  Spencer. 
The  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander  being  satisfied  that 
all  present  are  Knights  Templar,  will  proceed  to  consecrate  the 
asylum  to  the  orders  of  Christian  knighthood. 

Chorus.— "Hail  to  the  Craft,"  Sirs  Aaron  R.  Taylor,  William  A.  Bris- 
coe, Franklin  R  Thomas,  William  Foley,  John  Keller,  George  Roden, 
George  Ford,  Lewis  C.  Gropengeisser,  Charles  T.  Noble  and  Edward  B. 
Spencer. 

The  trustees  will  present  the  asylum  to  the  Right  Eminent 
Grand  Commander  for  consecration. 

Reply  by  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander. 

Chorus.— *' Almighty  Father." 

Prater,  by  the  Eminent  Grand  Prelate. 

Chant.— * 'Gloria  Patria." 

A  detail  of  six  knights  from  each  of  the  five  commanderies 
meeting  io  this  city,  with  the  Standard  Guard,  making  in  all 
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uine  from  each  commandery,  will  form  on  the  south  side  of 
the  asylum,  under  command  of  the  Eminent  Grand  Warder. 

The  Very  Eminent  Deputy  Grand  Oommauder  will  take  the 
vessel  containing  the  corn,  the  Eminent  Grand  Generalissimo 
that  containing  the  wine,  the  Eminent  Grand  Captain  General 
that  containing  the  oil,  and  take  their  stations  at  the  angles  of 
the  Delta. 

Tenor  Solo. — "I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,"  by  William  A. 
Briscoe. 

The  detail  will  march  four  times  around  the  asylum,  halting 
at  their  station  in  the  south. 

Grand  March. 

The  Very  Eminent  Deputy  Grand  Commander  will  then  pre- 
sent the  vessel  containing  the  corn  to  the  Right  Eminent 
Grand  Commander,  who  will  receive  it,  pass  around  the  Delta 
sprinkling  the  corn  on  each  of  its  angles,  and  return  to  his 
post.  The  Very  Eminent  Grand  Commander  receiving  the 
vessel  from  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander,  will  place 
it  in  its  position  on  the  Delta,  and  light  the  four  tapers  on  tbe 
south  side  of  the  Delta,  and  return  to  his  post. 

While  the  corn  is  being  sprinkled  upon  the  angles  of  the 
Delta,  the  Eminent  Grand  Prelate  shall  say  : — 

May  tbe  God  of  all  grace  cause  **tbe  bandful  of  corn  in  the  earth  upon 
tbe  top  of  tbe  mountains,"  to  yield  abundant  fruit,  and  ''may  tbe  whole 
earth  be  filled  with  His  glory." 

Chorus.— "Gloria  in  Excelsis."    Written  specially  by  Mr.  D.  D.  Wood- 

The  detail  will  again  march  four  times  around  the  asylum, 
halting  as  before. 

Grand  March. 

The  Eminent  Grand  Generalissimo  will  present  the  vessel 
containing  the  wine  to  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander, 
who  will  pass  around  the  Delta,  sprinkling  the  corn  with  wine. 

While  the  wine  is  being  poured  upon  the  Delti^,  the  Emitieut 
Grand  Prelate  will  say  i-^ 
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May  the  Almighty  Saviour  give  us  in  rich  abundance  the  wine  of 
gladness,  and  make  us  ever  ready  to  relieve  the  wants  of  the.  poor  and 
needy. 

Soi^.— "Pity,  O  Saviour,"  by  Aaron  R.  Taylor. 
The  Eminent  Grand  Generalissimo  rec5eiving  the  vessel  from 
the  hands  of  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Gommtuider  will  place 
it  in  its  position  on  the  Delta,  and  light  the  four  tapers  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Delta,  and  return  to  his  post. 

The  detail  will  again  pass  four  times  around  the  asylum, 
halting  as  before. 

Grai^d  March. 

The  Eminent  Grand  Captain  General  will  present  the  Right 
Eminent  Grand  Commander  with  the  vessel  conbiining  the  oil, 
who  will  pass  around  the  Delta,  sprinkling  the  corn  and  wine 
with  oil. 

While  the  oil  is  being  poured  upon  the  Delta,  the  Eminent 
Grand  Prelate  will  say  : — 

May  the  ever  blessed  Emanuel  pour  upon  us  the  precious  anointing  oil 
of  His  grace,  and  make  us  of  one  mind  and  heart,  that  wq  may  be  ever 
ready  to  do  unto  others  as  we  would  they  should  do  unto  us. 

Duet.— "I  will  magnify  thee,  O  God,"  by  Sirs  Franklin  R.  Thomas 
and  WilUam  A.  Briscoe. 

The  Eminent  Grand  Captain  General  receives  the  vessel,  will 
place  it  in  its  position  on  the  Delta,  light  the  four  tapers  at  the 
base  of  the  Delta,  and  return  to  his  post. 

The  Sir  Knights  will  then  rise,  when  the  Right  Eminent 

Grand  Commander  will  direct  the  Eminent  Grand  Prelate  to 

offer  the  prayer  of  consecration. 

To'our  most  eminent  and  worthy  patron,  St.  John  the  Almoner,  I 
do  now  solemnly  dedicate  this  asylum,  and  may  He  who  died  on  the 
Cross,  our  Prophet,  Priest  and  King,  abundantly  bless  and  prosper  us 
in  all  our  undertakings.  May  the  poor  and  weary  Pilgrim  ever  find  a 
resting  place  within  our  sacred  enclosures,  and  may  each  knight  so  re- 
deem his  time,  that  he  may  receive  the  joyfiil  invitation,  "  Enter  thou 
into  the  joy  of  the  Lord."— Glory  be  to  the  Father,— Glory  be  to  the  Son, 
—Glory  be  to  the  Holy  Ghost,— Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth 
peace,  good  will  toward  men. 

Response : — As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  &c. 

Solo.— "Come  unto  me,"  by  Sir  F.  R.  Thomas. 
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of  force  only  until  the  succeeding  stated  assembly  of  this 
body,  unless  continued  by  vote  thereof;  provided,  hotoever, 
that  no  Dispensation  shall  be  issued  without  the  consent  of 
the  comraandery  nearest  to  the  place  where  the  new  one 
is  to  be  located  ;  and,  if  in  that  town  or  city  there  is  more 
than  one,  the  consent  of  all  shall  be  obtained. 

Charters  shall  be  granted  by  vote  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  alone,  and  at  a  stated  assembly. 

A  Commandery  formed  within  this  jusisdiction,  without 
a  Dispensation  or  Charter,  as  above  provided,  shall  be 
deemed  illegal;  and  all  communication  between  Command- 
eries  under  this  jurisdiction,  and  the  members  of  such  ille- 
gal ones,  is  hereby  strictly  forbidden. 

A.  Commandery  formed  within  this  jurisdiction,  without 
a  Dispensation  or  Charter,  as  above  provided,  shall  be 
deemed  illegal ;  and  all  communication  between  command- 
eries  under  this  jurisdiction,  and  the  members  of  such  ille- 
gal ones,  is  hereby  strictly  forbidden. 

FEES   FOR   DISPENSATIONS   AND    CHARTERS. 

Sect.  10. — The  fees  for  a  Dispensation  are  forty  dollars 
to  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  three  dollars  to  the  Grand 
Recorder ;  and,  for  a  Charter,  sixty  dollars  to  the  Grand 
Commandery,  and  seven  dollars  to  the  Grand  Recorder ; 
and,  for  a  Charter  without  a  previous  Dispensation,  one 
hundred  dollars  to  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  ten  dollars 
to  the  Grand  Recorder.  In  no  case  shall  a  Dispensation 
or  Charter  be  issued,  until  the  required  fees  shall  have 
been  paid  to  the  Grand  Treasurer. 

GRAND   FUND. 

Sect.  11. — One  tenth  of  the  unincumbered  funds  of  this 
body,  at  its  Annual  Asseilibly  in  October,  1859,  and  one 
tenth  of  its  present  and  luture  income,  shall  be  set  apart, 
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and  shall  form  a  "  Grand  Fund ;"  the  interest  only  of  which 
shall  be  expended,  for  charitable  and  other  purposes,  at 
the  discretion  of  this  Grand  Body ;  provided^  however^  that 
no  portion  of  the  interest  shall  be  expended  for  any  pur- 
pose whatever,  until  the  principal  shall  amount  to  five 
thousand  dollars.  The  unexpended  income  of  the  fund, 
and  all  donations  to  the  same,  shall  be  annually  added  to 
the  principal.  Until  this  fund  shall  amount  to  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  it  shall  not  be  in  knightly  faith  to  diminish 
the  rate  of  increase  as  provided  above. 

The  Grand  Commander,  Grand  Treasurer,  and  Grand 
Recorder,  shall  be  a  Committee,  to  be  styled  "  The  Grand 
Fund  Committee,"  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  attend  to  the 
safe  and  profitable  investment  of  this  fund.  They  shall 
also  make  a  detailed  report,  in  writing,  of  its  condition  at 
each  and  every  Annual  Assembly  in  October.  A  failure  so 
to  do  shall  render  them  ineligible  to  re-election  for  the 
ensuing  year. 


ARTICLE  II.— SUBORDINATE  COMMANDERIES. 

MEMBERS. 

Section  1. — Every  subordinate  commandery  shall  con- 
sist of  a  Commander,  Generalissimo,  Captain- General,  Pre- 
late, Senior  Warden,  Junior  Warden,  Treasurer,  Recorder, 
Sword-Bearer,  Standard- Bearer,  and  Warder,  and  such 
other  officers  and  members  as  may  be  found  convenient. 

assemblies. 

Sect.  2. — Every  subordinate  commandery  shall  assemble 
at  least  quarterly  for  improvement  and  business. 
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JURISDICTION. 

Sect.  3. — Every  subordinate  commandery  shall  have 
exclusive  jurisdiction  in  receiving  applications  for,  and 
conferring  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  over,  all  territory 
lying  nearer  the  usual  traveled  routes  to  its  place  of  meeting 
than  to  that  of  any  other  commandery  ;  provided^  that  any 
commandery  may  waive  this  jurisdiction  in  favor  of  any 
person  desirous  to  apply  to  any  other  commandery. 

officers:  election  and  duties. 

Sect.  4. — The  first  eight  oflScers^  shall  be  elected  by 
written  ballot :  the  others  may  be  appointed  by  the  Com- 
mander at  the  pleasure  of  the  Commandery.  The  officers 
thus  chosen  shall  serve  until  their  successors  shall  have 
been  installed.  The  title  of  the  Commander  is  "  Eminent." 
The  Commander  of  a  subordinate  commandery  has  it  in 
special  charge  to  see  that  the  by-laws  of  his  commandery 
and  this  Grand  Constitution  are  duly  observed  ;  that  accu- 
rate records  are  kept,  and  just  accounts  rendered  ;  that 
regular  returns  to  this  Grand  Commandery  are  made  annu- 
ally ;  and  that  the  annual  dues  are  promptly  paid.  He 
calls  special  assemblies  of  his  Commandery  at  pleasure  ; 
and  it  is  his  duty,  with  his  Generalissimo  and  Captain- Gen- 
eral, to  attend  all  Assemblies  of  this  Grand  Commandery. 

The  duties  of  the  other  oflBcers  are  such  as  are  tradition- 
ally appropriate,  and  such  as  may  be  assigned  them  by  the 
Commandery  or  the  Commander. 

obligation. 

Sect.  5. — The  officers  of  every  subordinate  commandery 
before  installation,  and  every  candidate  upon  admission, 

shall  take  the  following  obligation,  viz. :  "  I ,  do 

promise  and  vow  that  I  will  support  and  maintain  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars 
and  the  Appendant  Orders  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
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Island,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
the  United  States  of  America." 

ANNUAL  RETURNS. 

Sect.  6. — Every  subordinate  commandery  shall  make  a 
return  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  this  Grand  Commandery, 
on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  October,  annually,  of  the  roll 
of  its  officers  and  members,  of  all  candidates  for  the  Orders, 
accepted  or  rejected ;  and  shall  pay  to  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery four  dollars  for  every  Knight  created,  and  an 
annual  fee  of  five  dollars. 

ORDERS,   FEES,   AND   RULE   OF  SUCCESSION. 

Sect.  7. — No  subordinate  commandery  shall  confer  the 
Orders  of  Knighthood  for  a  less  sum  than  thirty  dollars, 
nor  on  any  person  who  shall  not  have  regularly  received 
the  several  degrees  of  E.A.,  F.C.,  M.M.,  M.M.M.,  P.M.,  M. 
E.M.,  and  B.A.M. ;  and  no  candidate  for  the  Orders  shall 
be  balloted  for,  unless  he  shall  have  stood  proposed  at 
least  fourteen  days,  unless  a  Dispensation  therefor  shall  be 
obtained  from  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander.  The  Orders 
shall  be  conferred  in  the  following  succession,  viz. : — 1. 
Knight  of  the  Red  Cross  ;  2.  Knight  Templar  ;  3.  Knight 
OF  Malta. 

sojourners. 

Sect.  8. — It  is  not  regular  for  a  subordinate  commandery 
to  confer  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  upon  any  sojourner 
from  any  State  or  place  in  which  there  is  a  commandery 
regularly  established,  except  by  consent  of  the  command- 
ery having  jurisdiction.  Any  commandery  which  violates 
this  regulation  shall,  be  subject  to  knightly  discipline,  and 
be  required  to  pay,  on  demand,  to  the  commandery  having 
jurisdiction,  the  amount  of  fees  received. 

Any  commandery  may,  however,  take  cognizance  of  the 
conduct  of  sojourning  Knights. 
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QUESTIONS. 

Sect.  9. — In  every  Assembly  of  Knights,  all  questions, 
except  of  the  admission  of  candidates  and  members,  and  of 
matters  specially  reserved  by  the  by-laws,  shall  be  decided 
by  a  majority  vote — the  presiding  officer,  if  a  member, 
being  entitled  to  one  vote,  and,  in  case  of  a  tie,  to  the  cast- 
ing vote. 

COSTUME. 

Sect.  10. — The  costume  of  this  Grand  Commandery  and 
its  subordinates  is  such  as  is,  from  time  to  time,  approved 
by  this  Grand  Body. 

OPENING   AND   CLOSIKG. 

Sect.  11. — All  councils  and  commanderies  should  be 
opened  and  closed  in  due  and  ancient  form  ;  and  command- 
eries with  devotion. 

amendments. 

Sect.  12. — This  Grand  Constitution  may  be  altered  or 
amended  by  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  at 
any  Annual  Assembly  in  October. 


At  the  Annual  Assembly  held  October  25th,  1872,  it 
was  ordered  that  the  form  of  petition  for  the  orders  here- 
after shall  be  as  follows : 

FORM    OF    PETITION. 

To  the  Eminent  Commander  and  members  of Com- 
mandery of  Knights  Templars  and  the  Appendant  Orders  of 

The  subscriber,  a  Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason,  is  desirous,  if  found 
worthy,  to  be  admitted  to  the  Orders  of  Knighth^ood  in  your  Command- 
ery. 

Residence Age 

Occupation 

When  and  in  -what  Lodge  made  a  Master  Mason 

When  and  in  what  Chapter  exalted  to  the  Degree  of  Royal  Arch 
Mason 
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Of  what  Lodge  now  a  member 

Of  what  Chapter  now  a  member 

I  have. : before  applied  for  these  Orders  of  Knighthood. 

(signed) 


(date.) 


RECOMMENDATION. 

I a  member  of 

Commandery  aforesaid,  hereby  recommend  said  Companion. . 
for  admission  to  the  Orders  of  Knighthood 

(signed) 


It  was  further  ordered, 

That  should  it  appear  that  the  applicant  has  before  applied  for  the 
orders  in  any  commandery  other  than  the  one  to  which  he  now  applies 
it  shall  not  be  competent  for  the  commandery  to  act  upon  the  application 
unless  it  be  accompanied  by  the  written  consent  of  such  commandery 
duly  attested,  if  within  our  jurisdiction  ;  and  if  without  our  jurisdiction, 
the  consent  in  writing  of  the  Grand  Commander  of  the  State  in  which 
such  commandery  shall  be  situated. 
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